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CHAPTER XIX. 

Notwithstanding the enormities which 

had been committed by the French government, the 
hope that the revolution would finally be the means 
of promoting the cause of liberty throughout Europe, 
induced many persons in Great Britain to profess an 
ardent admiration of its political principles, and the 
reform societies were, at this period, extremely active 
throughout the kingdom^ In Sc0tland a party zea* 
lous for reform had projected what they termed a na* 
tional convention, and in October, 1793, a meeting 
was held in Edinburgh, which was attended by de- 
legates from the London Corresponding Society, and 
from other societies of the same description in dif- 
ferent parts of England and Ireland. The London 
Corresponding Society restricted its delegates to its 
original avowed object, the obti^ioing, by ^lawful 
means, ui^iversal suffrage and annual Parliaments; 
bpt )t instructed them, at the same time, to enforce 
the dnty of the people to resist any act of the Legis- 
lature, repugnant 'to the original principles of the 
constitution. The Edinburgh Convention foolishly 
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adopted all the forms, names, and proceedings of 
the French Jacobin clubs^ with such difference and 
omissions. only as their peculiar circumstances ren- 
dered necessary. The metfibdrs lTs(iied each other 
by the republican denomination of citizen; they di- 
vided themselves into sections ; appointed committees 
of organization, of instruction, of finance, of secrecy, 
and of emergency ; called their meetings sittings f.^ 
granted honours of sittingsi and dated their ptdt^A^ 
ings in the first year of the British Convention, one 
and indivisible. They, at first, assumed the dis* 
tinctive appellation of the General Convention of the 
Friends of the People^ but they afterwards took the 
name of the British Convention of the Delegates of 
the People y associated to obtain unfyersul suffrsig^er 
and annual Parliaments ; they adopted m^atin^ fbr alsf^ 
semibling the delegates, af any^ tinbtef ^^n^ ill should- 
be deemed necessary for the s^ietieis to ak^t, ifi dMi^ 
seqtience of any measul^fes of pr6eiftlltit>A at^ tiS&tfMtit 
\fhich the govferntnent mighft adopts and they w«6^ 
fdlly prepared to carry th^ir doctrine of resistanoef 
inta effect. When they ^ ere thus elnbold^ned,' by 
theii- increased numbers, openly to avow theJr dfe- 
sigllt9, the gevernmeht thought it tim^ to int^iVupt 
tlteif proceedings. Oiil the Sth and 6th of Deeen^ber, 
the inagistrates of Edinburgh repair^ to two of 
their places' of meeting, where they seized' thie paperisr, 
ahd took tlie secretary and some of the leading mem- 
bers into custody. Three of these were afterwards 
brought to^ trial, William Skirving, the^ s*cretiatry, 
and two of the delegates from! the London Gorire- 
sponding Society, Maurice Margaret, and Joseph' 
Gerald, before the High Court of Justiciary in Scot- 
land, and, being all found goiUy, they were sen- 
tenced to- be transported for fourteen years. 
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The Moantain party were now become the sole * 
rulers of France. This dreadfol despotism was com- 
posed of two councils, one of which was denominated' 
the Committee of Public Safety ^ the other the Com- 
mittee of General Safety. The members ought to 
have been renewed every month j but the Conven- 
tion, intimidated by an armed mob, had intrusted 
these committees with the fatal power of imprisoning' 
and judging its members; any deputy, therefore, 
who should have been hardy enough to propose a 
change, would have been denounced as a traitor, and 
sent to the revolutionary tribunal, which was the 
antechamber of death,- and the very threshold of the 
grave. 

The reigning party now proceeded to atrocities of 
which no former despotism afforded an example ; its 
object appeared to be the extermination of all that 
was great and valuable in society ; it attempted to 
reduce the community to one level — to degrade, that 
it might the more severely tyrannize over its vic- 
tims; even moderation itself be^Lame a crime to be 
expiated only by death, and virtue received the re- ' 
ward duetto atrocious crimes. If the father afforded 
any support to his exiled son, if the daughter wrote 
to her mother from jier dungeon, the revolutionary 
tribunal doomed them to the scaffold. The external 
profession of the Christian religion was abolished by 
public decree, and an attempt was made to substi- ' 
tute for Christianity a sort of metaphysical Pagan- 
ism. Those ecclesiastics who had seats in the Con- 
vention pnblicly abjured their creed, and were not 
ashamed to declare, that they had hitherto deceived* 
the world : the archbishop and clergy of Paris re-* 
nounced the Christian religion, declaring that they 
owned no temple but the sanctuary of the laws, no 
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Qod but liberty^ no gospel but the constitotioQ : the 
revolatiooary tribunal condemned without di$tin€tk>n)i 
and without inquiry, all th^ victims whom the tyrants 
mai*ked out for destruction : proscriptioni^ daily iar 
erf ased, and Frwce was filled with aeeusers, prisons^ 
and executioqers, The number of persons who pe<» 
rishedt during this reign of terror, cannot be ascer* 
tein^d by any authentic docupients ; but the prisotm 
wdre filled and emptied with a horrid rapidity, an4 
t)ie scafifolds flowed daily with blood. The victica 
first in rank^ if not in time, was the ill-fated consoirt 
of liQuis the Sixteenth, Queen Marie Antoinette. 
On the 1st of August, she was suddenly removed 
to the prison of the Conciergerie, where she was 
treated as th/e meanest criminal; and on the 15th 
of October, she appeared before the tribunal to 
t^k6 her trials or, to speak mor^ correctly, to hear 
hgr doom pronoanped« The act of accusation con* 
salted of sev^^al charges, the principal of which 
W!4l9 1;hat she had directed her views to a counter- 
revolution. One of the Q^G^ singular of them was^ 
that, in conjunction with the Gironde friction, she 
induced the King smd the assembly to declare war 
agi^inist Austna, contrary to every principle of sound 
poUcy^ and the public welfare, but tlie last charge 
Mias the most infamous, and the most incredible, viz^ 
thut, like Agrippina, she bad held an incestuous com-» 
mf rce" with her own son. The unfortunate Marie 
Antoinette heard the accusation with calmness* and 
a% she continued silent, the president called upon her 
for ^ reply, when with great dignity she answered^ 
'* 1 held my peace because nature forbids a mother to 
reply to such, a charge: but since! am compelled to 
it, I appeal to all the mothers who hear me, whether 
it be possible." Not one of the. cib^rges was proved^ 



1703.] «tsoft6]l rPlfB fftiiilK i 

bot aket ddn9«iking foi* about ^h hour, the jvlry fbaod 
ber guilty of the wboi«. With mn aneha^igM eoQil« 
tenance she beard the j^eMeii^e of d^atb pYonoCmcedj 
and left the hall without attering a mug'te woht^M. 
trtthotit addf esstvig* heM^f eithw to href jddgai t>r the 
audience. On the roeceedin^ day^ the 16tfa^ at kho&i 
1 1 o'clock, she was taken to entecutfon in the same 
matiner as the other vietinas of this dreadful tribunal | 
she ascended the se#ffoid witli a firm and anhesitat^ 
, jug step, and her behaviewr ttt the iiwfnl moment of 
dissolution was deeent atid comjposed. Her body was 
interred in tbe same oMMner as that of her husband^ 
in a grave filled with ^uick-lime. 

Tbe trial of the Queen had been immediately pro- 
ceded by that of Oen€^l Cosfine, Wiio wi» charged 
Vith maintaining a secret correspondenice with tha 
enemy, and with leaving lb# gairison of MeOtz un- 
provided with necefliarieB ; with having dise(>eyed tba 
orders of tbe Convention^ and with not havifif^ ex^ 
erted himself to prevent Yaleneit^iies from falling 
itito tlie hands cf the allie«4 On these ehargea he Waa 
tead goihyt and rel^eived sentence of deaths which 
was carried into effect within twefity^foat hdem. Oft 
tbe 34th of October, the accused depiiiies ol the 6is 
fonde j^rty were brought before the revolutionary 
iribuDal, and after a trials in which both the priiic]» 
pies and the fo^ms oMaw were equnHy violated, were 
declared guilty of a compiracy against the unity end 
Indivi^btlity of the repilhiic, and condeeined to the 
guillotine^ One ol tbe depotte^^ Yafol^i efter hear*^ 
ing Ue sente9)ce| stabbed himself af the har of tbe tri^ 
homV ^^^ ^^ *^^ ^^' ^^^ others, te the number of 
tweniy-onier with Briseat at their he^^ were tBW* 
veyed to the Pkm de it^ Jleteft^Amy and e^cated* 

4uioiig thew «ri«r# e^venri ef these who hed beet 
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most active in dethroning^ the King, and establishing^ 
a repub^c. Yalaz^, who stabbed himself at the bar 
of^the tribjunal, M^as the member \v ho prepared the 
.cbar|j;es against the unfortunate Louis. Manuel, who 
had been active iq dethroning the King on the J 0th 
of August, and afterwards evinced much solicitude to 
preserve his life, was soon after brought to trial, and 
executed. The trial of General Houchard imme- 
diately succeeded; he was accused of not cutting off 
the retreat of the British forces from West Flanders. 
With the revolutionary tribunal, accusation was 
synonimous with condemnation, and he also suffered 
by the guillotine. The veteran General Lucner, 
Bailly, the first mayor of Paris after the revolution, 
the accpmplished Barnave, and Rabaut St. Etienne, 
aI.<$o perished. 

.; The condem^atian of the Duke of Orleans, who 
had assumed the fants^stical name of Philip Egalite, 
i^pears to have produced no sensations, either of 
horror, or of commiseration, in any party; so com- 
pletely does a profligate life extinguish the respect, 
and excite the indignation, of mankind. This 
wretched and unworthy member of the Bourbon 
family, who had given his vote against the life of the 
King, .was executed on the evening of the 6th of No- 
vember, and bore, with a magnanimity which would 
have done honour to a better character, the insults 
and reproaches of the populace. The celebrated 
Madame Roland, whose noble character was the ob- 
ject of general admiration, and whose attachment to 
the party of the Gironde was the only crime alleged 
against her, was brought to the scaffold two days 
after the execution of the Duke of Orleans. Wbea 
she was tied to the fatal plank, she lifted up her eyes 
to the statue of liberty, near which the guillotine was 
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placed, and exclaimed, ** liberty, how maoy crimes 
are committed in thy name!" Her husband, thelat^ 
minister of the interior, was shortly after found life- 
less in a wood, near the high-road between Paris and 
Bouen; having, unable to bear the sad reflections 
which crowded upon him, put a period to his exist- 
enee. 

The formidable union which had taken place be- 
tween the cities of Marseilles, Lyons, and Toulon, 
still subsisted, and threatened the speedy overthrow 
of the ruling tyranny, but this expectation proved fal- 
lacious. A. considerable force was dispatched against 
those insurgents, under General Cartaux, in the lat- 
ter end of July ; and, in the beginning of August, the 
Marseillois were driven from the department of Vau- 
cluse, which they had previously occupied. On the 
24th of August, the republicans attacked and took 
the town of Aix ; and immediately upon this success, 
the Marseillois opened their gates and submitted; but 
the people of Toulon, and the French Vice- Admiral 
Trugoff, entered into a negociation with the English 
admiral. Lord Hood, who was then cruizing in the 
Med iter rai^anj for the delivery of the port and fleet 
into the hands of the English in trust for Louis the 
Seventeenth, a negociation which after some diflicul- 
ties was completed and carried into eflect, and on 
the 23d of August, 1500 tpen were landed from the 
English (Teet, who immediately took possession of 
Fort Malgue, by means of a detachment under Cap* 
tain Elphinstone, as well as of the batteries at the 
mouth of the harbour. On this the French ships were 
warped into the inner road, according ,to agreement, 
and the Spanish admiral having joined next day; the 
combined squadrons anchored in the outer rpad ; after 
which 1000 Spaniards were sent on shore to augment 
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the English garrison ; Rear- Admiral Gkyodatt ims de* 
elared governor, and Rear«^ Admiral Gravina eom« 
mandant of the troops. The condition on which tbia 
valuable araenal was put into the hands of a British 
admiral was, that it was only to be considered as a 
deposit to be preserved for the ase of the French 
King, Louis the Seventeenth, the inhabitants of Tou-» 
)on declaring their intention of rejecting the constitu- 
tion recently completed by the Convention, and of 
adhering to that decreed by the Constituent Assembly 
of 1789. It was further stipulated, that when peace 
ibould be re-established in France, the ships and forte 
which should be put into the hands of the English^ 
should be restored to the French nation in the santie 
state they were in when the inventory was delivered* 
The English immediately adopted the most sufficient 
means for placing Toulon in a state of complete de- 
fence ; the adjacent hills were crowned with redoubts, 
ike cross-fire irom which seemed to interdict all af>- 
proach ; a new fort was constructed at Malboosquet ; 
encampments were formed at St. Rocb, at Equiliete, 
and at Balaguier, the last of which was termed the 
Grand Camp by the English, and Little Gibraltar by 
the French ; the redoubts were defended by heavy 
artillery, taken from the lower decks of the French 
line of battle ships ; while a body of infantry from^ 
the Spanish army in the RouissiHon, 2000 Sicilian 
troops, under Brigadier-General Pignatelli, and a 
considerable detachment from the aritiy of the Kin^ 
lyf Sardinia, consisting entirely of grenadiers an# 
ehassears, were sent to the snccour of the garrison. 

The surrender of tbi9 important sea-port induced 
,the national comnitssioners to press the siege of LyoBfi^ 
with redoubled vigour, and on the 8th of October^ 
after a moat obstinatp and gallMiL resbtanee, thai 
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cityi batipf sttstaioed a siege of fifty-foar dap^ an4 
«]jfered alinoft as much firom famine as the swordt 
was obliged to surrender. Coltot d*iIerbois, and his 
assoGiateSy having refused to grant any terms until 
the leaders of the insurrectioa had been delivered up^ 
the chiiBfsy bolhr civil aad military, several of the pria* 
cipal inbabitantss and all those who considered them* 
selves as proscribed by the Jacob'ms^ to the amouni 
of about 10,000, sallied forth from the city, to seek 
an asylum in a foreign land. A few waggons, con* 
taioiog the remnant of their scanty fortunes, and 
some ibur-poundersy followed this little army of fugU 
tivQSf in the midst of which was to be seen a great 
number of females, determined not to abandon their 
husbands, and who, with their children in their arml^, 
resolved to share their fate; scarcely, however^ had 
they entered the defiles of St. Cyr and St« Germain^ 
when they found themselves surrounded by nearly 
6Q,000mea; and although they exhibited prodigies 
of valour upon this occasion, all resistance became 
vain ; the greater part perished with arms in their 
haAds ; about 500 men and women, chiefly covered 
with w^und9, experienced a worse fate, by £slling 
alive into the hands of their enemies, for they were 
transferred from dungeon to dungeon, and ended 
their days by different kinds of punishment; and 
about sixty only escaped, who found an asyliim 
among the neighbouring peasants* Nor was the fate 
of a great number of the inhabitants, who trusted to 
the mercy of the conquerors, more toUrabte. One- 
fourth of the buildings had already been destroyed by 
the besiegers. The still more ferocious commission-* 
ers, not content with this, ordered the demolition of 
all the principal edifices; measures were actually 
taken to transport a large portion of the population to 



12 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. [179^. 

another place ; and a decree enjoined that 'the miser^ 
able remnant of this ancient city, hitherto so famous 
thronghout alt Europe on account of its rich manu- 
factureSy was no longer to be recognized by its former 
name, bat to receive that of Commune Affranchie. 
In addition to this, orders were given to erect a 
column with the following inscription, to perpetuate 
the resistance and disgrace of Lyons, as well as the 
^Tengeance of its enemies : — *^ Lyons made war upon 
the republic : Lyons is no more !" 

The rage of the victors was not confined to the 
destruction of houses and temples. The deputy 
Freron, on entering the devoted town, ordered a 
number of guillotines to be erected, and announced 
that terror was the order of the day. But he was sur- 
passed in cruelty and ferocity by CoUot d'Herbois, 
whose procoitsulship in the south was one continued^ 
series, of bloodshed. A chosen band of Parisian 
Jacobins, and a column of the revolutionary army; 
inarched into Lyons as the precursors of his fury. 
The process of the axe was deemed too slow for \m 
insatiable vengeance ; sometimes the bayonets of the 
infantry, and sometimes the sabres of the cavalry, 
were employed as more conformable to the celerity - 
of his vengeance ; but at length grape-shot ancl artil- 
lery were recurred to, and the principal square, the 
theatre of his sanguinary exploits, was strewed with 
the dying and the dead, and became deluged with 
the blood of his victims. 

The siege of Toulon was carried on, after the re- 
duction of Lyons, with increased vigour. On the 
14th of October, an action took place between the 
garrison, who had marched out to the defence of the 
redoubt of Malbousquet, and the army of General 
Cartaux, in which the English and their allies lost 
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about forty men, and the French about tiiirty. No 
return was made of the Tonlonese who fell in the 
action. In the beginning^ of November, General 
Cartaox was ordered to the command of the army in 
Italy^ and General Dag^bert was appointed com* 
mander^in-chief. As the speedy capture of this great 
naval arsenal chiefly ^lepended on the judicious ma* 
liagement of the immense artillery employed against 
it^ great pains were taken by the commander to find 
aai engineer of ability, and he fixed on Napoleon 
Buonaparte, a native of Corsica, then a subaltern ia 
the artillery, who, by his able conduct in the siege, 
laid the foundation of that military fame which after- 
wards enabled him to trample on the liberties of his 
country, and to give the law to continental Europe. 
About this period^ Lieutenant-General O^Hara ar- 
rived from Gibraltar at Toulon, having been ap- 
pointed governor and conunander^in-chief. 

The new engineer, aware that the possession of 
Malbousquet, one of the principal out-posts of Tou- 
lon, would enable him to bombard the town and arse- 
nal, immediately opened a strong battery of heavy 
cannon and mortars on the heights of Arenes, 
which annoyed that position exceedingly, by means 
of an incessant fire of shot and shells; As it became 
necessary to take immediate and effectual measures 
for the security of so important a post. Governor 
O'Hara determined to destroy the" new wgrks, 
termed the Goi&vention-Battery, and bring off the 
artillery. . Having accordingly obtained a re4nforce- 
ment of seamen from the fleet, to defend some re- 
doubts whence he proposed to withdraw the soldiers, 
at five o'clock in the meviiing of the 30th of Novem- 
ber he sent a detachment, consisting of 400 British, 
300 Sardinians^ 000 Neapolitans, 600 )$paniards, 
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«nd 400 French, under the command of Major-6e- 
neral David Dundas, who, notrnthstanding they 
were all obliged to cross a rivdr on a single bridge, 
to divide afterwards into four columns, and to ascend 
a very considerable height cut into vine terrasses, 
were fortunate enough to surprise the redoubt. Not 
content with this success, by which they had fully 
eflFected all the objects of the expedition, the troops, 
flushed with, victory, and trusting to their good for- 
tune, rushed forward, and descended the hill after a 
flying enemy. This unlucky incident was not over- 
looked by the French generals, who immediately 
advanced with a considerable body of troops, at- 
tacked the assailants, now in disorder by the rapidity 
of their pursuit and the unevenness of the country, 
and obliged them in their turn to retire with preci- 
pitation. General O'Hara, on this occasion, re- 
ceived a wound in the arm, and being rendered faint 
by the loss of blood, ivas obliged to sit down under a 
wall, where he was taken prisoner j several other 
officers also fell into the bands of the French. The 
events of this day, added to the capture of the brave 
officer who had aeted both in the capacity of go- 
vernor and military commander, contributinl not a 
little to raise the expectations of the besiegewj they 
now began to make nearer approaches to the place, 
and, by meaas of their batteries, not only attacked 
the posts of Malbousquet, Le Brun, and Fort Mul- 
grave. on the heights of Balagoier, at the same time, 
but threatened a general assault. Nor were the9e 
events to be despised. The garrison at this period , 
Fas reduced to the most alarming situation; and 
the enemy, whose force was constantly increasinir. 
amounted to nearly 40,000 men, commanded by Zi 
*ble general, while^the batteries were managed an- 
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der the directioii of one of the best engineers of his 
Hge* On the other hand^ the allied troops, com- 
posed of five different nations atad languages, nevet 
exceeded 12,000 rank and file. With these, now 
greatly diminished by death and diseat^e^ a circum- 
ference of fil*teen miles, for the defence of the town 
and harbour, was to be occupied and defended, by 
means of eight principal and several intermediate 
posts, w^ich alone required nearly 9000 men. The 
French^ being determined to push on the siege with 
increased vigour, relieved such of their troops at 
were fatigued, by fresh ones, and at two o'clock in 
like morning, opened two new batteries on Fort Mol- 
grave, and from these and the three former ones con- 
tinued a very heavy cannonade and bouibardment, 
which killed many of the troops, apd destroyed the 
works. As the weather proved rainy, they after- 
wards found meansto assemble a large body of forces 
secretly, with which they stormed the fortification, 
and entered with screwed bayonets by that side de* 
fended by the Spaniards. On this the British; and 
such of the other troops as had not been killed during 
the assault, were obliged to retire towards the shore 
of Balaguier. At day-break, another attack took 
place -on all the posts occupied by the garrison en 
the mountain of Faron, They were repulsed,' how- 
ever, on the east sid^f by about 700 men, com- 
manded by Colonel Le Jermagnan, a Piedmontese^ 
officer, who perished upon this occasion; but they 
found means to penetrate by the back of the moon- 
tain, although 1800 feet high, and deemed inacces- 
sible, so as to pccupy the side which overlooks 
Toulon. 

A council of flag and general officers now assem- 
bled ; and as it was deemed impracticable to regain 
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the posts that had been taken^ and tha town was not 
tenable while they remained in possession of the ene« 
my, it was determined to evacuate it; the troo|» 
were accordingly withdrawn, and in the course of 
that evening the combined fleet occupied a new sta* 
tion in the outer road. Early next morning, the 
sick, wounded, and British field artillery, were sent 
off; the Neapolitans, after abandoning the port of 
Micissey without orders, embarked at noon, and 
measures were taken to withdraw the British, Pied* 
montese, and Spaniards, amounting to about 7000 
men, during the night. 'As the enemy now com- 
manded Ithe town, as well as some of the ships, by 
their shot and shells, it became necessary that the re- 
treat should take place as speedily as possible. Lord 
Hood accordingly gave orders for the boats of the 
fleet to assemble by eleven o'clock near Fort M algue 
for that purpose. He had also settled a plan for 
destroying all the French men of war and the ar- 
senal, but was prevented, by the sudden and unex- 
pected evacuation that took place, from carrying his 
intentions fully into execution. Having intrusted 
that service to Sir Sydney Smith, the latter, on en- 
tering the dock-yard, found that the artificers had 
already substituted the three-coloured cockade foe 
the white one, while about 600 galley slaves, who 
had broken their fetters, were jealous of his operas 
tions, and would have exhibited a determined resist- 
ance, had he not pointed the guns of two vessels, to 
keep them in awe. After this, he set fire to ten ships 
of the line and the arsenal, as well as to the mast- 
btnse, the great store-liouse, and other buildings; 
but the calmness of the evening prevented much of 
the effect expected from the conflagration: in the 
■ieantimei the Spapiardsi instead of scuttling an4 
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mnkiog*:^ set fire to the powder ships, and tbej at 
well as the English were foiled in the attempt of cat* 
ting the booniy .and destroying the men of war in ibe 
bason, in consequence of repeated volleys of mos* 
ketry from the fiag«ship, and the wall of the royal 
battery ; the Hero and Themistocles were, however^ 
set on fire, and the party left for this purpose, after a 
most desperate service, effected their retreat; by 
day-li^t next morning, all the British, Spanish, and 
BieOian ships, crowded with the anfortanate inha^ 
bitants, were oat of the reach of the enemy's ven* 
geance. Admiral Trugoff, on board the Commerce 
de Marseilles, with the Paissant and' Pomp^, two 
other ships of the line, and the Pearl, Arethusa, and 
Topaze, frigates, with several correttes, formed part 
of the English fleet, with which Lord Hood pro^ 
ceeded to Hieres Bay, and soon after landed the 
men, women, ^ and children, with which his decks 
were encnmbered. Of thirty-one ships of the linri. 
which the English found at Toolon, thirteen were 
left behind, nine were burnt there, and one at Leg«- 
horn ; and four Lord Hood bad previously sent away 
to the^Frendi ports of Brest and Rochfort, with 5000 
repablican seamen, whom he was afraid to trust, 
Britain therefore obtained only three ships of the 
line and &ve. frigates, which were all that the ad* 
miral was able to take off. 

Thus, after a i^^e of about three months, and at 
incessant assault of five successive day^ and nights. 
Toulon was restored to France j the besieging army, 
which provided 4000 Ic^dders for an assault, having 
entered it at seven o'clock in the morning subsequent 
to the evae«iation. Of the inhabitants who had bot^ne 
arms against their country, or favoured the cause of 
the allies, some still remained, and these either pat 
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an end^to their existence by a volantary death, or- 
perished by the goiUotine or the musket. Her^ as 
well as at Marseilles and Lyons, 4he most cruel 
punishments were inflicted on the rcjyalists ; and the 
conquerors not only sullied their victory, but dis* 
g^ced themselves, by a terrible and indiscriminate 
earaage ; workmen were actually invited from all the 
neighbouring departments to destroy the principal 
houses ; the population became visibly decreased by 
the daily butchery that took place; the name of 
Port de la Montague was substituted for that of 
Toulon, and a grand festival decreed in hoaofU' of 
the French armyl 

The men in power ait this period seemed desirous 
of effecting the abolition of the Christian religion 
throughout France, and that nothing in the calendar 
might bear any stamp of former religioiM; observ- 
ances, the Convention decreed a new one, by which 
the year was divided into twelve months, of thirty 
days each, with five intercalary days, which were 
dedicated to national festivities : each month was di- 
vided into (lecades, and the day of rest was clppointed 
for every tenth day, instead of every seventh. 

In consequence of a report from the committee of 
Public Safety, all Frenchmen were now declared, by 
a solemn decree of the Convention, to be at the ser- 
vice of their country, until its enemies should be chased 
from the territories of the republic. *' The young 
men' shall march to the combat; (said this decree;) 
the married ones sl^ll forge arms and transport pro* 
visions ; the women shall fabricate tents and clothes, 
and attend the military hospitals ; the children shall 
majl^e lint to serve as dressings for the wounds, of the 
patriots ; while the old men shall cause themselves to 
be carried to the public squares to excite the courage 
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of the warriors, to preach the unity of the republic* 
and inspire hatred against Kings/' To supply the 
wants of the immense armies now about to be col* 
lected from all quarters, measures of a new and ex- 
tradrdinary kind were adopted. Assignats were not 
only fabricated and 6:spended in immense quantities^ 
but their value was maintained for some time at a 
rate nearly equivalent to that of gold ; and when this 
resource began to fail, revolutionary taxes were im- 
posed. The system of requisition was at length recur-* 
red to, and all the necessaries of life appertaining to 
citizens in easy circumstances were seized upon, in the 
name of the republic, and for the support of its troops, 
while the great cities were crowded with manufac- 
tures of saltpetre, the towns were converted into 
founderies, and the ancient palaces tnetamorphosed 
into arsenals to supply the elements of destruction* 
At the very moment that the idea of a nation's rising 
en wasse was ridiculed throughout Europe, the Con- 
vention, on the proposition of the committee of Pub- 
lic Safety, had either augmented or created eleven 
distinct armies, which seemed to form a chain round 
the frontiers of France. All the unmarried males,, 
from eighteen to forty years of age, were put in per- 
manent requisition, and a draught of 300,000 made 
at one-time. These immense resources enabled them- 
to strengthen and new model the army of the north, 
extending from Dunkirk to Maubege; that of the 
Ardenlies, reaching from Maubege to Longwy ; that 
of the Moselle, from Longwy to Bitche; that of the 
Rhine, from Bitche to Forentrui ; that of the Alps, 
from the Aisne to the borders of the Var ; that of 
Italy, from the Maritime Alps to the mouth of the. 
Rhone; the army of the Oriental Pyrenees, from the 
mouth of the Rhone to the Garonne ; the arn)y of the 
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Western Pyreoees, from the department of ibe Upper 
Pyrenees to the mouth of the Gironde ; the anpy of 
the coasts of Rocbelle, from the mouth of the Gironde 
to that of the Loire ; the army of the coasts of firest^ 
from the mouth of the Loire to St. Maloes ; and, 
last)y> that of the coasts of Cherbourg, from St« Ma« 
)oes to the northern department. 

On the Rhine the allies under the Duke of Bnins* 
wick and Qeneral Wurmser were for some time vic- 
torious, but in the latter part of November the French 
were rt^ndered so much superior in number that 
they were always able to out-flank their opponents. 
Wurmser, having failed in an attempt.to gain pos« 
session of Strasburg, retired to Hagnenau, where 
the French, aftejr repeated attacks, forced the strong 
lines and obliged the Austrians to retire across the 
ll^hine. The Prussians afterwards relinquished the 
siege of Landau, and the Duke of Brunswick went 
into winter quarters at Mentz. On the Spanish hor«- 
der various actions tiook place between the troops of 
. Spain and France, in which the former were suc- 
cessful, but the war in this quarter was of very sub* 
ordinate importance. Tn Italy, the county of Nice 
was the scene of some actions between the Sardinian 
and French troops, which were generally favourable 
to the former; Genoa, which had manifested a dis* 
position to take part with the French, was overawed 
by the English fleet; -and the Duke of Tuscany was 
induced, by the representations* of the British minis« 
ter, to declare against France. 

Parliament assembled on the 21st of January, 
1794 ; and never d|d it meet at a more interesting 
period ; at a time when more subjects of great im^ 
portance pressed upon its attention. The King, in 
his opening speech, observed, that be and his wbjects 
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were en^g^ed in a momentous contert, on the issae 
of which depended the maintenance of the constito* 
tion, laws, and religion of the country , and the se^ 
curity of alf civil society. Having mentioned the 
advantages obtained by the arms of the confederate 
powers, he added, that the circumstances by wbit4i 
their farther progress had been impeded, not only 
proved the necessity of vigour and perseverance, but 
confirmed the expectation of ultimate success^ Theiir 
enemies^ his Majesty observed, bad derived the 
means of temporary exertion from a system which 
had enabled them to dispose arbitrarily of the lives 
and property of a numerous people } butthese eflbrts^ 
producti'Ve as they had been of internal discontent 
and confusion, tended rapidly to exhaust tfae-nationai 
and i;eal strength of the country. He regretted the 
necessity of contiuoing the war ; but he thought he 
should ill consult the essential interests of his people, 
if he desired peace on any grounds exclusive of adue 
provision for their permanent safety, and for the in«^ 
dependence and security of Europe. Referring to 
the triie grounds of the war, he begged Parliament 
to recollect, that an attack had been made on him 
and his allies founded on principles tending to the 
destruction of alt property, to the subversion of the 
laws and religion of every civilized nation, and to 
tbe general introduction of a horrible system of 
rapine, anarchy, and impiety. An amenduient. to 
the address was moved by the Earl of Guildford^ 
who wished for a speedy negociation, as we had 
rushed into war without necessity ; but the Duke of 
I^ortland justified the war as strictly defensive, and as 
necessary for the preservation of the Christian reli-^ 
gion, political and civil liberty, law, and order. The 
Duke of Norfolk asserted, that he had as strong a 
vol-. Ill, D 
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zeal for the suj^port of. our constitution as any Peer of 
the realm, but he was' not impelled by that zeal to 
an encouragement of the war, ai? he did not conceive 
that our happy establishments were endangered by 
the proceedings . of the French. Lord Grenville en- 
'fleaivour6d to show^from the convtilsed state of that 
coantry, the* fallacy of all hopes of a soccessful ne- 
goc*iation. On a division, the address w^as carried, 
by 97 against 12. In the Commons, the address 
was moved by Lord Clifden, to which Mr. Fok pro- 
posed an amendment, recommending to bis Majesty 
to treat for a peace with France upon safe and ho- 
nourable t^rms, without any reference to its. existing 
form of government. After a warm debate, which 
was protracted to- a late hour, the address was car^ 
ried by 277 against 69. • 

On the 29ih of January, .Lord Arden : brought for* 
ward a motion for a. supply of 85,000 seameri^ in- 
cluding 12,115 {narinen^ for the service of thie present 
ycRir, and . on the r3d of the following month, he 
further moved .that the land forces ^should consist of 
.^0,244 nien, including. 3382 invalids^ both of which 
motions were carried. 

' On the 17th of February, the Marqnis of Lans- 
downe moved an address^ ** to represent to his Ma- 
jesty the extreme improbability of conquering Fi*ance; 
that the dismemberment of France, if attainable, 
would augment the strength of the . powers most to 
be dreaded ; that opinions cannot be controlled by 
arms ; that experience has demonstrated the futility 
of every attempt to interfere in the internal govern- 
ment of France, even if the justice were problemati- 
cal; and that we must incur the keenest reproaches, 
rf we encouraged farther revolts in a country where 
.we had been unable to save those who put oonfideoce 



Tfi OS fi'om exterminatiori and fuin — therefore to im- 
plore his Majesty to declare, without delay , h\» dis« 
position to ' make peace upon such jiHiV^liKinterested^ 
aiid lihetal terms, as were calculated to render the 
|)eac£j lajt|ingf ; and that he would sig'nify this inten« 
tfon tb his allies, that a stop might be put to the 
efiusion of human blood.** The Duke of Grafton 
^cohded the motion; but it was strenuously opposed 
by Lord GrenviUe, and ultimately negatived, by 
lOStigainst 13, 

A royal message was .delivered on the 12th of 
May;' referring to the seditious practices of demo- 
cfatic sodetiei^, atid intimating the- necessity of 
taking measures for baffling their dangerous designs. 
The papers belonging to these eKiW wisre examined 
by a CiMnmittee; and^in a r^'potl;* subsequently pre* 
sftnUd by Mr. PittVitr^ils^affii^med, as- the resnlf;of 
the inquiry^ i'h&t the Sbtietff for C(m$tituTtAnni Inform 
mnation, and itW Londhn Cc/f'rtsfpondiffff fidcikfy, un* 
dertbe pretencfi. ^f- refirm^ nimed at t1ie stibvei*sionj 
of tb4S> goVernmeitt'; that other associations, in dif- ' 
ferent* parti^ of the kingdom,- puri^ued Ihe sam*^* 
objeot ; • that they had endeavoured to proinote a 
gfeaerd o6nvfenti6u of^hepeopl^; that they had pro^ 
vided'iaWnsforthe rtbreeffectual prosecutiatt'of'thefr* 
itfftti*WiS pluses J tha^ ^liieetthgs bf poptilsnt Vl6le. 
gatetfW)k place ^t Edinbirt^h, in I'Te?, strid Ihe fbl- 
foWing«'ytHir; lii^t *heii- prbceedingi^ were re^ufeted' 
4n?^/Pi4nehttioder^'ihd that; after the di.<;persi6Ti^ 
dl fhis cdnVentiony the- two leadfng^ soneti^s^ exerted^ 
their eflforts; to ^tWnre n similar meeting in England, 
Whi4jb>shfoiUd si^peKseWe' the' authority x)f Parliament: 
"ih^^^ mxfktery in -^eds^iiiierftfe;^ proppsea\ tli^it the 
hbem^^ o»rj»«i?'act should \>e siispended^n^ taseis of 
W^*s6n^rtd seditibtt.Ki MriPM^H^i »A'P opfinon,' ihat^ 
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this stretch of po.wer wm Pot justified by the evi« 
dence wl)ich had been adduced against the $WQci6« 
tions ; and Mr,4^e;ridan depreciated, as uticpnstitu« 
tiopal and dangerous, the grant of an arbitrary 
power of itoprisoDoient. Mr* Burke, howe^isr, felt 
convinced that the power in question would not be 
abused, and that it would .be attended with wlqtary 
l^ifects ; and Mr. Windham advised the strongeiA 
measures of coercion. The bill of suspension was 
rapidly enacted; and after spirited debajtos, an adr 
dress was voted, promising th/^ strenuous co-^^pera^ 
tion of the two Houses with the ex^utivie power, for 
the ^nppressiion of all seditious isittempts, treasonable 
^onspii'itcies, &c. 

; The stfite trials pending ^t this crfsis heightened 
the alarn(i which universally p^eTailed., At the Lao- 
caster spring assizes, this y^ar, Mr. ThoRias Waiker, 
of Manchester, a strenuous advocate for Parliftinienl;« 
ary reform, et whose house pieetiings for political pw^ 
poses wer« occasionally hej^^ivim ilidicted for cQQspirr 
ing, with nine other persqn^, to overturn the epristi* 
^tiqn by force of arms^ and to assist tbc^ Frencli in 
case of invasion. To establv^h tt^s ch^g^, involving 
in i(3 'Con^qi|ences^ not oply th/e character, b|ijt tjxe 
Ufe.of tl^fi accused, thVpi^cipi^l evidence a^diuced 
was a per/^pn of the namq pf jp,opn, whose.t^tiinimy 
wi^s 9f> contradictory and ab,i|urd^ t^at th^ prpsepuiipjn 
w»s abapdoned. by the cowf^) fw the c^own^j' md 
lilr^ W^J^er was hcin9qriifely . acquitted ».jwil^out 
toeing ppt upon his defence^t^sbile.bls i^ocu^er ^^ 
committed <to prison^ tp.taki^ fj^is^ lrial:for perja¥y« 

* }p the month of Septf^u^b^ r,^})e .trial of tjfq ^Vi^ 
sppf M ^<^!Pbprgh, who, bad . b^n cioipipittcid ; oo^ 4 
charge oi high treason^, itoj^k.pljicip und^r a . spie^i^al. 
cpminissipn. Oiji th^ di^of M mORjfer Spbfttf iW-ftMt 
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ft government spy, was tried and convicted of high 
tre^^oft. It appeared, that he bad formed a roooan? 
tic project for seizing, by force, upon the castle of 
SIdaiburgb, as well as upon the persons of the princi- 
peil judicial and manicipkl officers of that city, toge- 
ther with the bank and the excise-o^ce* This inten* 
tioip he hs^d cuiniaunic9.ted to several persons, who all 
($fuse4 to come info his plans, except David Dowiiie, 
^fi iUiter#e mechanic. That Watt had conspired to 
|e?y war agaiqs^ th^ King, there could be no doubt* 
^t as he had |iot actually levied it* it was contended 
^^t his pffence did not cpqfie within the legal comn 
stjructian of the statute of Edward th^ Third. The 
prisoner, i^ his defence, asserted^ and preduceiji let- 
ters in C94rt from Mr. S^rielary Dundas, in support 
qf that assertion, l^t he had been retained as a spy 
in tb^ service of government, and b^ received money 
from (Jt^em, for his services. Tj^e prisoner's counsel^ 
thpreforey ^OtPitend/^, that what their client had done- 
was wjtrji no otbi^r view th^ to arrive more com«^ 
p^j^ely 2^1 the knowledge of the secrets of those per* 
sqns v(^i^i9^e cpndu^ct b^ was to observe, and by 
aM>^aring^eEa)QUS ii^ the s^ine cause, to cover his real* 
iixtei^tifii^s, pf^ b^ti^aying these counsels, atid bringing 
tp^pt^isi^m^pt. the enemies pf ttjeir S9^vereigp. /The 

J0fJff^:PWS^d ^e Heptence pf dp sitKHpon him, ^i^d [19, 
Wfis'P.^^^^m^^tiy executed. Powis^ie \y9s pho co^y^ 
v/ict^d^.1p^jt l^he ju^y recommended him ;tp w^ercy^ 
wJbfichi^^Mi jJ^P g/?f?fi fortune )Lo obt^io.. . ;. 
. .4 dre}4fyl f WPfi^ was^t this ti^ie suddenly raised, 
of A ^ign t9, asi^assinate tb^ ¥^ing* . .The nerspns im- ^ 
pUc^te4 ^/&r^ J^ M^tre, an apprentice to a watch-* 
makerjj ii^ . Penmark-^st^eet ; William I|,iggins^ ap^ 
prf i)ti|Cp tp a d^emi^. in ^leetrS^reet ; and a man of. 
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the name of Smith, who kept a book stall in th^ 
vicinity of Lincoln's Inn. Their accuser ^as a yoiHig* 
man of the nanie of Upton, an apprentice 16 a watoh- 
maker. The conspirators were apprehetided by a 
warrant from the Ddke of Portland, on the 27th of 
September, and underwent Heverare)^aminations be« 
fore the privy council. The charge, 'resting ott the 
evidence of Upton, \Va» that an instrument- kas to 
have been constructed by the irifcJrmef, 'Upton, in 
the form of a walking-stick, in which was' to have 
been inserted a brass tube, of two feet lohg; through 
thtjl tnlie a poisoned dart or arrow was to have been 
blown by the breath of Le Maitre at bis Majesty, 
either oh the Terrace at Windsor, or in the play- 
house. The poison prepared was to have been of so^ 
5ubtile a nature, that if the point but glanced upon 
fbe Ring, it was to hav^e, produced instantaneotis 
death. This story for some time obtained credit, 
and the persons accused were committed for trial y 
hut after a'long and severe imprtsonment, the' evi- 
dence against them was found so incohsrslftot, ab- 
surdrand incredible^ that the affair £t\l into con-' 
tfetiipt, under the popular designation of the *' Pop^ 
gun-plot,"' and the men were liberated. Without' trial. 
' More important proceedings virere now abo^t td- 
tSke place' in the Sessions' House, at Clet'ki^nfwelK oh 
w'hich the attention'bf the whole country' was rivet- 
t^ with intense anxiety. On the 2&th of October, 
Thama« Hardy, a ishoe-maker, in . Piccadilly, "who 
had acted as secretary to the London Corr^spondiiig' 
Society;. Daniel Adams', the secretary to the So- 
ciety for Constitutional Information ; John Horticf * 
Tooke; the philolog^i»t; the Rev. Jei^nrkiah Jo^ce,. 
preceptor to LordMahon; John ThelwalF^^the po- 
litical lectiirerj Thomas tfolcrofty the dt^tnatist ; : 
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J« A; Bonney; Steivurd Kyd; John Bichterj aad; 
Jobn Bax^fe^ yfere all arraigtied at the Old Bailey/ 
bclfore ithai.pre^id^nt of. tbe Social Coinmissibn, 
Lord :Qhie£: Jnsti<;t$ Bvre* Tbe iodictment was oi 
at» unj^bmmbn-./ktigtby.afid cHintained no less than 
nine ':m'Qt't<U9i»'^f» high tceas^d, «all resolving* tfaem-- 
selv^ jflftOiiibei^JBneFnl char^e^ that these persons did 
coospki» to ^Utemon It^eleg'^es. Co a national co0\'en-» 
tion^f^iMth'ttiricw Jlo sybiiertthe Q^overnaient, to levy 
waritiig'aifisti. the existing authorities of tbe country, 
and' to depose the King.; The court, at the request 
of the prisooaerii, deteroiined that they should be tried 
separately, and Mr. Hardy. was the 6rst of the num- 
ber pat upon. bisi trial. The opening speech of Sir 
John Scott> the : Attorney ^General, occupied nine 
hours in tbe delivery, and consisted chiefly of a reca- 
pitulation of the facts set forth in the reports of the 
secret commit t6e of the House of Commons. The 
written evidence consisted principally of advertise* 
ments, addresses, &c. published in tbe newspapers, 
and of several private letters, which had been seized* 
among the papei^s of the prisoners^ Many of these'r 
papers were written in ah Jhtemperate, and -even in^? 
flammatory-style, with res{ifct to ministers and othet. 
persons in autli&ftity, ;but:noileof thfim could by fair- 
ness of constrdction be construed, into high treason,. 
On the parole evidence, the Attorney -Geneml'dtew' 
a, very candid and necessary distinction, observing,- 
that some of the witnesses were above 9II exception, 
and sortie. v?f re persons employed by the government 
to watcbover the proceedings of these societies. Tbe. 
grand ob/ect at which these associations ostensibly 
aimed, was a reform in Parliament, upon the princi- 
ples of the Duke of Richmond, univei*sal suffrage 
and annual elections; and as these societies con- 



S3' HISTORY OJT engxakb; [1794. 



thined a large portion of conTerts to the dodrinai of 
Paiiie^ mliny of the teemberdy iti the height of their 
enthtHnasm/ conftempTated! th^ estaMishmtRnt df « de^ 
mocratic government. An attempt Was niade^ oi 
the part of the crown-lawyers, id sjidw that the asso^ 
eiatiofis in qaestion Imd afmed themselves against 
tlie government ; but in this they did not siicceed. 
Tlie. defence of Mr. Hardy, by Mr. Erskine, was eon*^ 
sidered ^ a model of forensic eloqttence. After at 
number of witnesses had been called, by the prisoner's 
cfounsel, principally for the purpose of proving that 
the prisoner was of irreproachable character, and 
that he was a peaceable and inofiensive man, the de- 
fence was concluded very ably by Mr. Gibbs. The 
trial was protracted to the length of seven days, and 
the evidence being closedy the jury, after a short de* 
liberation, returned a verdict of Not Guilty. 

Oil Monday the 17ih of November, Mr. John 
Home Tooke, fornierly, and for many years, a cler- 
gyman of the Established Church, a man possessed of 
extraordinary intellectual talents, but of a peculiar 
•kind, and nuxed wjth a considerable alloy of eccen^ 
tricity, was brought to the bar. On the trtal it ap- 
peared, to the general surprise of the conrt, that Mr. 
Tooke had been a remarkably guarded and temperate 
advocate of reform ; that he very rarely attended the 
meetings of the societies ; and had e^en incurred their 
suspicion and dislike on that account. He had fre* 
quently declared his attachment to the House of Peers, 
as an useful and necessary branch of the constitution ; 
and had uniformly reprobated the Duke of Rich- 
mond's plan of reform ; in proof of which it appeared^ 
that in a conversation with Major Cartwright on the 
subject of refonn, he made use of the following fami-^ 
liar, but expressive illustration : ** You would go ta 
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Windsor, i>at Isfaoald choose to stop at Hoimslow/^ 
Some difficalty haTing arisen in the coarse of the 
trial concerniDji; the identity of the prisoner's hand- 
writmg, Mr. Tooke offered himself to identify it 
'whenever it appeared, adding : — ** I protest I nerer 
hare done an act^--I protest I have never had a sen« 
liment — 1 protest I have never had a thought of any 
political natdre, which^ taken fttirly, I have the small- 
est degree o£ disposition not now to admit. I am 
anxious that my life and character shoald go toge-» 
ther^ and I wish to admit atl thai I hate said, done, 
or written/' Mr, Pitt was examined on the part of 
the pii8<uier, in order to prove thai the meeting at the 
thatched; House Tavern, in 1 782, of which he was 
a member, had the same objects in view as the socie- 
ties of the present time j he recollected that Mr. 
Tooke had been present at one of those vieetings, 
the sense of whidi was that means shooM be used to 
recommend a petition to ParKament, in order to pro<* 
dsre a reform, but there was no soch idea aft a con«» 
vention of the people, or affiitatod societies, and he 
did not consider it as a meeting of persons authorized 
to act for any bat themselves; Mr. Sheridan, on the 
other hand, said that he met Mr. Tooke in 1780 at a 
convention or meeting of delegates> at the Duke of 
Riehmond^s ond other places, he himself attending as 
a delegate for Westminster. The evidence having 
been closed, on the 22d of November, the jury re- 
tired, and in a few minutes reterned a verdict of 
Not Guilty. An involontary burst of acclamation 
instantly filled ttie court, and was re-echoed by the 
populace without, who, as on the former occasion, 
escorted the counsel, Messrs. Ersktne and Gibbet, to. 
their chambers. The prosecution of the members of 
the Constitutional Society ended with the trial of Mr. 
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Tooke ; and on Monday, the 1 si of December, a 
jury being enopannelled pro forma^ Messrs. Bonney, 
Joyce, Kyd, and Holcroft, were acquitted and dis- 
ciistrged. The trial of Mr. Thelwat) commenced on 
the same day, and terqninated in the same manner as 
the other state trials^ no new evidence l)eing adduced 
against him, except some .intemperate expressions 
which he was said to have used at a meeting at Chalk 
Farm, and in his lecture room, hut ibe evidence 
resting on the authority of Lynam and Taylor, re-^* 
puted spicH, whose testimony was rendered nugatory 
by that of two other witnesses, he was acquitted. 
Alt the other prosecutions were then abandoned by 
the crown lawyers, and those who had been indicted 
were liberated from confinement. 

That the jury acted most conscientiously in acquit- 
ting the prisoners of the charge of high treason tbere 
can be no doubt; but the result of the investigation 
by the Grand Jury, who found true biUs against the 
prisoners^ was a sufficient justification of the prose^^ 
cutions. Whoever is acquainted with the nature of 
the evidence required to convict a British subject of 
so heinous a crime, will be slow to draw the hasty in-^ 
ference that the prisoners were all perfectly innocent ; 
and^ indeed, had they been tried for a misdemean- 
our, they would very probably have been convicted : 
their acquittal raised the spirits of the disaffected, 
who openly triumphed in the victory they had ob- 
tained, not perceiving that this victory was the high- 
est eulogy which could be pronounced on the British 
laws; and when the proceedings against persons 
charged with political crimes in France, were com- 
pared with these trials the comparison could not fail 
to excite, in the breast of every honest Briton, the 
proudest feelings of exultation. 
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The irials which had taken place in Scotland, par^^ 
ticularly those of Thomas Muir^ and the Reverend 
Fysche Palmer, the former a Scotch barrister, and 
the latter a Unitarian preacher at Dundee, who bad 
been convicted of sedition in the autamn of J 798, and 
sentenced to transportation, excited considerable 
alarm among their friends and associates in England, 
and attracted the attention even of some members of 
the British senate, who condemned their condact 
while they deplored their fate. Mr. Adam, a bar* 
risterofsome eminence, had given notice, early in 
the session, of his intention to move fpr permission to 
bring in a bill for subjecting the sentence of the 
Scotch judges, in criminal cases, to an appeal to the 
British Hoase of Lords. He accordingly brought 
forward bis motion on the 4tb of February ; but it 
was negatived by 136 against 31. It was next 
treated as a matter of doubt, ~ whether the Court of 
Justiciary had not exceeded the limits of their power 
in substituting the punishment of transportation for 
that of banishment, imposed by the act of Queen 
Anne, for the offence charged upon the above-named 
persons, whose characters in private life, however 
mistaJ^eo in their poblic opinions and conduct, were 
admitted to l)e in the highest degree respectable; 
Mr. Adam therefore moved, on the lOtfa of March, 
for a copy of the record to be- laid before the House, 
upon the ground of which he meant to question the 
legality of the sentence; and if his arguments pre-i 
vailed with the House, as no appeal could lie froin 
the conviction, he should propose an address to his 
Majesty in favour of these unfortunate men. Mr. 
Pitt, however, insisted, that no doubt could be enter- 
tained, either of the legality of the trials, or the pro* 
priety with which the LcMrds ^ Justiciary had exer* 
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cised their discretion on that occasion ; find the qoes* 
tion was lost,^ on a division, hy 130 against 32 voices. 
On the 25th, Mr. Adam introduced a third motion, 
supported by a long chain of facts and reasoqingiit 
relative to the regulfiition. of the Justiciary courts of 
Scotland, (Hirporting to bring their general practice 
nearer to that of the English courts ; Mr. Secretary 
Pundas, however, contended, that the Scottish nation 
was very happy under its own laws ; that the altera- 
tions proposed would be a violation of the articles of 
the union; and that the reform really wanting, was 
to assimilate the English law of sedition, in a certain 
degree, to that of Scotland. The motion was nega-^ 
tived by 77 against 24. 

Among the military {]Jans in agitation atthis time, 
was a projected expedition to the coast of Frfince^ 
i^ith a view to , co-operate with the loyalists in Brigs' 
tany, and in tiie neighbouring districts, and a body 
of Hesaan troops, in the pay of England, was des- 
tined for this service. As the preparations, however, 
were. not in a sufficient state of forwardness when 
these troops arrived from the continent* and sickness 
would be produced by detaining tbem on board the 
.transports, till every thing was ready for carrying the. 
plan into effect, it was deemed proper to pot ]^em 
into temporary quarters, at Portsmouth, in the Isle of 
Wight, and in other convenient places, near the 
coast. This circumstance was communicated tp Par^ 
liameat, in a message from his Majesty, on the 27th 
of March. As many similar cases had o<^curred at 
different periods, and as the cause and necessity of 
the measure were so perfectly obvious, it was con- 
chsded, tt^at the usual comi^unication of the fact to 
Parliament would be satisfactory; the opposition^ 
however, iconteod^d^ that th» mia^t^ 0«gh( to hav^ 
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maf ^ for a bill of iockiDnity ; aod he was charged 
with havidf violated the Bill of Rights, and the Act 
of Settlement. Mr* Grey, on the 10th of Febraary» 
moved, as a resolution of the House, ** that to em* 
ploy foreigners in any situation of military trust, or 
to briagf foreign troops into the kingdom, without 
the consent of Parliament first had and obtained, u 
eoptrary to law,'* which motion was negatived, and 
the subject was afterwards renewed, in both Houses, 
by propositions for a bill of indemnity, but with no 
better «ucee$s, ministers contending that it would ba 
absurd to pretend to indetnnify measures which were 
in themselves justifiable, and not unconstitutional. 

Mr. Wilberforce's Bill for abokshitig that part of 
the slave-trade which related to the supply of foreign 
plantations, passed the House of Compaons^ under 
the patronage of Mr. Pitt, but was thrown out in the 
Hiords^ in consequence of the avowed difi^iaipprobatioa 
of Lord Grenville, who considered it to be alUtimed, 
pendmgthe inquiry instituted in that House respect*- 
ing the general question. A motion by Bishop 
Qprsley fpr referring to a coinmittee the further fae^r^ 
ing pf (evidence concerning the Slave Trade was also 
negatived. \ - 

A message wp«; delivered from the King, on tl». 
2id of February, purporiiog, that the avowed intea^ 
lions of the enemy to invade this coontry made an 
increase of the land-forces necessary ; and an address 
wa^ voted by the Honse^ assuring his Majesty of 
l^eir zealous concurrence in every exertion, which 
became a brave and loyaJ people,. in' the prosecutioa 
of this just and necessary war. A great augmenta^ 
tid9 pf the militia, and an addition of voluateer fenci- 
^le corps, were accordingly voted, and the expe**. 
^ient oC iHllV^tlii^ Tolaiiita)^^ <<>iltribati0ns^ by a formal 
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letter written by the Secretary of JState to the Lords^ 
Lieutenant of the several counties, \9m successfully 
resorted to, though strongly opposed as highly ille-* 
gal, «nd contrary to the spirit of the British constito* 
lion; and on the 28th of March Mr. Sheridan moved^ 
that it \vas dangerous and unconstitutional for the 
people of this country to make any loan, &c. to the 
crown^ to be os^d for any public purpose, wilhout 
the previous consent of Parliament. The question 
was considered as one which could be neither univer- 
sally affirmed nor universally denied, and the motion 
was negatived by a considerable majority, as was a 
similar one by Lord Lauderdale in the House of 
Peers. Very considerable discussion also arose on a 
bill, introduced by Mr. Pitt on the 1st of April, for 
the encouragement of those who should voluntarily 
4tnrol themselves for the general defence of the king- 
dom during the war, and on another, the object of 
which was to enable Frenchmen to enlist in his Ma^ 
jesty^s service on the continent, or, in other words, 
for employing the French emigrants in a military 
capacity. In the debate upon this que»jtion, Mr. 
Burke, who soon afterwards vacated bis seat in Par* 
liament, entered, with his usual vivacity, into an 
eulogium on the ancient government of France, and 
an invective against the present, and the motion was 
carried by a majority of 186, The requisite supply 
for the present year amounted to nearly 20,000,000/. 
and tlie ways and means included some new taxes, 
and a loan of 11,000,000/. Persons professing the 
Roman Catholie religion were exempted from the 
customary charge of double land tax. 

Among several attempts which were made by the 
opposition to put an end to the war, /Mr. Whitbread 
moved an address to the King, on the 6tb of March* 
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strongly expresisive of disapprobation of the conduct 
'of ministers, and of those measures, which had pre- 
ceded and succeeded' the declaration of war ; lament^ 
ing that his Majesty should have been advised tOf ' 
tnake, a common cause with powers whose olijecta 
were undefined, but who, as there was much ground 
to fear, prosecuted the war with views, and for pur- 
poses, solemnly itisavrnved by his Majesty, and ab- 
horrent to the principles of a free nation; and 
requesting his Majesty to ^xtrjcate himself from his 
present engagements, as they prevented his con* 
ciudiiig a separate peace. This motion, a[nd a simi- 
lar one, mad^ by the Earl of Guildford in the House 
of Lords, were negatived by great majorities* The 
Duke of Bedford, who had already distinguished 
himself as a speaker, called likewise the attention of 
the Peers to the iinportant subject of peace, on the 
30th of May, when he submitted a series of proposi- 
tions, fourteen in number. With respect to the ques- 
tion, how a permanent peace was to be made with. 
France, his grace professed himself at a loss to com- 
prehend the force of the epithet. As applied to trea* 
ties between nations, no peace had ever been, or 
could ever be permanent, which it suited the interest 
or iuclinations of either party to break ; and a peace 
concluded at the present time was as likely to be per«<» 
manent as at any other. Lord Hawkesbury opposed 
the motion upon the ground of its being an improper 
interference with the royal prerogative. There were,, 
he said, ho hopes of a permanent peace with the. 
French; the speediest method of obtaining it wouid> 
be by a change in that government. We were justi-, 
fied in our endeavours. to effect this object in every 
practicable way ; and their making war upon us.un-. 
provoked, undoubtedly gave us new rights; and. 
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thni) none who itnderstood the law of natioiis. cosU 
posflibiy call in qnestioii. TIm resolatiora wete dh* 
posed of by an adjoiimment, and asimiiar mottoa^ 
{Mfoposed by Mr. Fox on the same day in the Home 
•f Commons^ was also lost by a majority of 110 
against 67, in £ftvour of the previous question* The 
debates on these topics served only to disfrfay the iiTe-» 
eoBcileable difierences t)f dpmion between the two 
parties, and the great siq»eriority of numbers ' by 
which the measores of government were supported* 
The conduct and policy of administration was alio 
severely animadverted upon by Major Maitland, bro^ 
tiier to the Earl of Lauderdale^ on the 10th of April; 
in an unauccessfiiL motion for a committee of the 
whole House to inquire into the causes €^ the failure 
at Dunkirk, mnd the evacuation of TottloD, to which 
Mr. Pitt okgected, on account of the great inconve- 
^ nieoces of inquiry, which he affirmed to be of such< 
magnitude that they ought never to be basarded, ex* 
ccfrt when the failures were df a nature to attach 
incapacity to the character of ministers, or to ocea-' 
fljon distrust of the general system which th^ ha^ 
adopted. 

The situation of General La Fayette and hia com- 
panions exciting the cotnpaesion of many respectable 
persons, General FitKpatrick movied in the House of 
Commons, on the 17th of March, for an address to 
the throne, beseeching his Majesty to intercede with 
~ the court of Berlin in their favour. It appeased that- 
the King of Prussia, being applied to for the release 
of La Fayette, had answered, that he was not hia 
prisoner alone, but that of the Confederate Powers 
jointly, and that he coeld be set at liberty only by 
the consent of all. Mr. Pitt denied that M« La 
Fayette's conduct had ever been friendly to die 
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Ipentiibe canse of liberty ; he affirmed, that the inter- 
fereoce required would be setting up darselveii as 
guardtaos of the coosoj^ices of foreign states; and 
the motion was negatived by a large majority. 

On the 28th of April, Mr. Dundas delivered a mes- 
sage from the King, announcing a treaty of subsidy 
with the King of Prussia, • and a convention with the 
States General. Mr. Pitt stated, that his Prussian 
Majesty hsd agreed to furnish 62,400 troops, for 
whii^ ihia Briiannic Majesty had agreed to pay him 
^,000/. per month ; 100,000yf. per month for forage^ 
400,000/. to put the ai'my in motion, and 100,0002. on 
their return ; of the aggregate of which sums the 
States Gl^neral were to pay 400,000/. as their prc^r- 
tion. Over the troops subsidized at this expense, the 
llirection and command were still vested in the King 
of Prussia. The motion of Mr. Pitt for the sum of 
2f&0&,QQOL to be raised by way of loan on exchequer 
i>i]ls in addition to the supplies of the current year, 
for the purpofie of making good this engagement, 
after b^ing waitnly opposed in every stage, ulti- 
mately pasneii, by a great majority, as usual. 

In oonseqiiietice of the provision which had been 
made in the course of the session for embodying a 
nunterous corps of French emigrants, Mr. Sheridan 
moved for leave to bring in a bill for a new military 
te^t, containing merely a declaration of allegiance, 
such as anight admit the whole body of English Dis* 
senters, Catholic and Protestant, to serve their coon* * 
try in a military capacity ; * to which he said that he 
presniiied the Heiise Would aHow them to be at least 
as competent as an army of French Papists. Mr. 
Sheridan ol>jectedtd allnhe tests and disqualifying 
laws ; but, confining himself on the present occasion 
to what he thought might probably be granted, he 
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extoided bis mbtion only to niUilary ati4 na^val tests^ 
leaving all civil eniploymente to remain as they were ; 
the previous qaestion, however, was carried without 

a division. 

Pariiameiit was prorogued on the 11th of July , by 
a speech froia the dirone, in which the King urg^ 
' the tv9o Houses to persevere with inere«ised Tigfour 
and exertion, in the present arduous contest; against 
a pow^ irreconcileably hostile in its principles 'and 
-spirit io all regpular and established governments. - 

Various alterations in the administration ^ook place 
^about this time. Earl Fitzwilliam was declared pre- 
sident of the council, in the room of Earl Camden ; 
Earl Spencer was appointed Lord Privy Seal ; the 
I>uke of Portland was made third Secretary of State; 
and Mr. Windham Secretary at War. Before the 
dose of the year, Lord Fitzwilliam was promoted to 
•*lie Vice-Royalty of Ireland, in the, rqom of Lord 
/V^estmorland ; and the Earl of Mansfield, late Lord 
vStormont, and . nephew (o t^e celebrated Ghief^ns« 
tice Mansfield, lately deceased, socceeded to the 
presidency of the council;> Jjofd Spencer was placed 
nt the head of the Admiralty; and Lord Chatham, 
brother to the premier, who bad ior somf years oc- 
cupied that important department, was made Lord 
Privy Seal. Ten new Peers were also created, and 
the Duke of Portland's* services were still farther re-^ 
warded with a blue ribbon, and the office of Chancel* 
Ipr of the University of Oxford.' . • 

The system of terror in France had given to the 
rulers of that land an absolute dominion over the peri- 
aonsof its inhabitants, and over every thing which -it 
contained. Resolved to extend tbeir sway over the 
neighbouring countries, to enlarge their onvn boun-» 
^»ries, and to obtain, by plodder, t|ie mefins of sup. 
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porting thteeigigontfc efbrto/whieli tbey were' tbas^ 
eilabled to tai&e; tbey had ^rmed^ at.thedoee of die' 
y€3r 1793, nearly 1^000,000 of men^ SOOjOOO of< 
whoai were employed on tbe northern frontier of 
the republic. . To^se.thaarilies had not moiie 4ban.' 
140,000 men to oppose. Besides the superiority of 
nmnbel^, the Ffench araiy had tbe advantag^e of 
being subject to tbe orders of one chief, as it were^ 
while tbe allies^ coiaposed of different nations^ were-. 
^Qmmaoded by vafioiis Jeadersi wbo were, very far. 
fitooi noting with tbat cordial spirit of co-operation i 
w.hieh was so essentiarlly necessary,* not merely to en« 
sqre success, but to. prevent, defeat. The rivalry, 
bet^ween Austria and Prussia, and tbe jealousy which 
each bad conceived of the other^ were so visible,- 
tbat as early as tbe $|h of January » the Duke<<^: 
Brunswick addressed a remarkably letter to tlie King 
of Prussia, in which be announced the resignation iof. 
his. co0un9nd, stating, as his motive, tbe unbappy. 
experience tbat want of connexion, distrust, egotism^ 
and a f^ptrit of cabal, had: disconcerted the measnres 
adopted during tbe two la§t, campaigns. In a subset, 
quent paii; of the. letter, be says, ''When, insteadof. 
the prevalence of an unanimous sentiment and tbe^ 
samei principle, each wmy acts separate and alone^; 
of its own accord, without any fixcid plan, withont. 
unanimity,, and without prit>ci pies, the consequences: 
are such a^ we have seen at Dunkirk, at Maubfuge, 
and Landau. 'Heayen prei^rve your Majesty 'from> 
great misfortunes P' The resignation of the duke 
was socii followed by a complainfe from the Prassian 
monarch of the great expense of the war, and a pro^ . . 
posal that the states of tbe Empire should provide for < 
the subsisiteiyce of bis troops ; a request to which that 
body did not accede* ^ When the empet^or desired > 
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thai the diet would order the people in the flrotitier 
circles to riBein^i. mass, the court of Berlin strongly 
dppoaedthe measure as fruitless and dangerous ; the 
general levy did not take place; and the contingents 
of the German princes were imperfectly and tardily 
furnished. 

It has been conjectured that the King of Prussia^ 
from the disappointment of various kinds which he 
bad experienced, bad already determined to- with- 
draw himself from the confederacy. In the month 
of February, certain commissioners from the French 
republic arrived at Frankfort, under the pretext of 
negociating for an exchange of prisoners ; but the 
marked distinction with which they were treated, in- 
dicated somewhat of different import, and df higher 
moment. Field-^Marshal Mollendorf succeeded the 
Dnke <^ Brunswick in the command of the Prussian 
army \ and an intimation to the Prince of Cobourg, 
that he had received orders from his court to march 
towards Cologne, was followed, on the 13th of 
March, by a proclamation addressed to the Qerman 
empire, announcing bis Prussian Majesty's actual 
secession from the grand confederacy. This ri«se 
£ etat appeals to have fully arawered its intended 
purpose ; as it was almost immediately folbwed by 
the treaty, of subsidy already mentioned, conformably 
to which, the sum of nearly 2,000,000/. steHtng was 
to be paid to thq court of Berlin, for the servioe of an 
army of 6S,000 men^ to be c<Mnmanded by an officer 
of his Prussian Majesty's own appointment. 

: In Harch» a general comioil of war wa» cei^vened 
at Ath, when the projected arrangements of tile cam- 
paign» on the part of the court df Vienna, were 
brought forward by General Haddick. A n^ain arti- 
cle of thi9 plan waS| that General Clairfait, an offi« 
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eet €# great ability and ^xperieoee, shoold be ap- 
pointed to the commaad of the auxiliary forces, and 
tiKtt the Doke of York sboiild act under his ordertt 
the Prince of Gobourg continaing at the head of the 
grand imperial army. This his royal highness re^ 
fused with disdain ; and the dispute was only settled 
by the determination, that the Emperor himself 
should take the field in person, and that in him 
should be vested the supreme command. On the 9th 
of April, his imperial Majesty arrived at Brussels^ 
irhere he was solemnly inaugurated Doke of Bra* 
bant, and thence proceeded to Valenciennes', where 
his presence diffused great joy ; the whole army was 
reviewed by him ou the heights above Cateao on the 
16th, and on the following day they marched in 
eight columns to invest Landreci. The French as- 
sembly in force at the camp of Caesar, near Caoa* 
bray, from which they were driven by the confede« 
rates on the S3d; and the investment of Landreci 
immed Lately took place. The next day the French 
made a general assault upon the different posts of the ' 
allies in this quarter, and were in most instances re- 
pulsed; but the post of Moucron, where Clairfait 
commanded, was attacked with a superior force by 
Pichegru in person, and carried, after a brave resist- 
ance. Coortray and Menin thus fell into the hands 
of the pepublicans. In return, thei fortress of Land- 
reel, which had repelled the utmost efForts of Prince . 
]Bugene in 1712, fell, mfter a short siege, into th^ 
hands of the Prince of Cobourg. 

In the month of June, the French, under General 
Joordan, who commanded on thende of the M4)seUf^ 
passed the BanobfVy for the third time in the space' of 
fourteen days, and, after being twice repulsed, Iaiil> 
siege to Ibe.town of Charlen^i. The Prince of Co»- 
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bottrg' deicn'tnined to make a grand cfflbrt for its re-^ 
fief; On the 2lBt he reached Ath, and on the S4thr 
effected a junction with the hereditary Prince of 
Orange and General Beaulieai who commanded in' 
(haft <}aarter. The main body of the French army 
under General Jourdan was strongly posted, at this, 
time, in the vicinity of Fleurus, to cover (he ste^e of 
Charieroi. On the morning of the 26th, the Prince 
of Cobonrg hazarded a general attack on this force. 
7he battle continued with unabated fury till nefkr the^ 
close of the day , by which time the^ allied army .wa» 
defeated in every part, and forced, with immense, 
loss, to retreat to Halle, thirty miles from the scene, 
ofaction. This was a great and decisive victory.. 
Charieroi, to save which this bloody action was 
fought, had surrendered on the evening of the 25tb, 
and Brussels, fell, without further resistance, into the 
hamls' of the enemy. General Ciairfait was equally, 
unfortunate on the opposite side. Ypr^s, the key of 
Western Flanders, was besieged by 60,000 men, 
commanded by General Moreau. After a series of 
engagements, in which the French were almost uni* 
formly victerious, the Austrians were compelled ta 
fall back upon Ghient, and Ypres surrendered on the 
17th of June. The Emperor, with .his favourite. 
General Mack, in utter despair of success, left the 
army, after having in vain issued proclamation after ~ 
proclamation, 'calling upon the inhabitants of the. 
liow Countries to rise in a mass, in order to repel the 
invaders. 

The Duke of York, who enjoyed the honour of a 
Si^rate command at Tournay, was attacked, on the* 
10th of May, by a French force, consisting of 30,000 
men^ which he drove back^ with gfreat loss. The 
Emperor immediately determined to march to 
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assistance, and a grand attack was concerted, m 
which the army of General Clairfait was ordered ttf 
co-operate, but the movements of the different co^ 
lamas not being* attended with equal success, tb^ 
doke, after a succession of severe coDflicts, waf 
obliged to fly, and narrowly escaped being made pri-* 
Muer. In company, with only an Austrian general 
and two other gentlemen, he entered a village, sup* 
posing it to be in the hands of the allies, but on turn-^ 
ing a corner in full gallop, they .found a column of 
the enemy facing them, which, supposing the duke 
to be at the head of a body of troops, at first fled, 
bfter firing a volley, which killed the Austrian gene<^ 
nil ait bis side ; recovering, however,, from their 
error, they pursued the duke and his two com* 
paaions so clusely, that they arrived with great dif*- 
ficulty at Tournay,. a position which became at length 
wholly untenable, and was therefore evacuated^ the 
duk^ retreating in the direction of Antwerp. No 
fiooher had the fate of the Netherlands been thus de« 
cided, than Lord Moira arrived from England with ^ 
reinforcement of 10,000 men al Ostend, the gallant 
ipiemains of that army which had "been destined to. re* 
establish royalty in Britany. His Ibrdi^bip found bis 
sitnation very critical, the French being iri possession 
of the country, on all sides of him, and it was deemed 
necessary immediately to evacuate the town, and en- 
deavour to force bis way, withobt .tents or baggage, 
through the enemj^^ to join thearniy of the allies, 
which, by great and skilful exertion, he accomplished 
on the^th of July:: the shipping in the harbour, 
aniounting to 1§0. sail, with the: ammunition, . Ktores 
See. on board, took their departure for Flushing* 
Thus Ostend, and, nearly at the same time, Tournay 
and Ghenti fpU into thehaods of the French. In the 
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respective engagements which had taken place be* 
tween Pichegra and the Prince of Gobonrg, since the 
battle of Fleuros, the former had greatly the advan* 
tage: Mons, Oudenarde, Bmssels, ahd Nieuport, 
places MTidely distant, and soon after, Mechlin, sur* 
rendered to the republican arms, and Antwerp itself 
was no longer considered as a safe retreat. The 
Stadtholder consequently solicited the States General 
to make an extraordinaiy levy .throughout the pro* 
vinces, but without effect; a revolution in the go* 
vemmenX was apprehended ; and the utmost alarm 
was every where felt. 

General Rleber took possession of Louvain, about 
the middle of July, after defeating General Clairfait, 
who had possession of the famous camp of the Mon« 
tagne*de-Fer. The last hope of the allies, that of 
forming a line of defence from Antwerp to Namur, 
was now relinquished, Namur being, on the night of 
the 16th, abandoned by General Beaulieu; and, .on 
the 24th, the French took quiet possession of Ant* 
werp, the allies having previously set fire to the im« 
mense magazines there deposited. Sluys made a 
brave resistance, but surrendered after a siege of six 
weeks, the garrison marching but with tlie honours 
of war. The strong towns still occupied by the 
allies, Landreci, Quesnoy, Cond^, and Yalencieo* 
nes, being now completely insulated, successively 
reverted, almost without resistance, to tlie French. 

At the beginning of August, the army under the 
Duke of York was stationed at Breda, whence, for 
greater security, it retreated towards B6is«-le-Duc. 
The French forces, re-collected under Pichegru,^d«< 
vancing rapidly upon them, to the number of 80^000 
men, about the middle of September, the Duke 
crossed the Maese, and took a fresh position near 
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Grave, and at the beginning of October, he en- 
camped ander the walls of Nimeguen. The French, 
crossing the Maese, made an attack on the British 
pDsts in front of that town, and having obliged them 
to change their position, invested the place. To- 
wards the end of the month, his royal highness passed 
Uie Wa^l, leaving General Walmoden with a corps 
to cover the town of Nimegoen, which was evacu- 
ated in great confusion, and with much loss, on the 
7th of November, Bois-le-Dnc, Breda, and Grave, 
were also successively reduced. Whilst Pichegru 
was in Dutch Flanders, the Austria\i general, La 
Tour, was totally defeated by General Jourdan near 
liiege, which city, and those of Aix-la-Chapelle and 
Juliers, were occupied by the French. The Prince 
of Cobourg was at this period suddenly dismissed 
from his high command; and his successor. General 
Clairfait, was compelled, early in October, to re- 
'pass the Rhine at Cologne. The French pursued 
the imperial troops to the very margin of the river ; 
and as the rear of tHe Austrian army embarked, the 
question was loudly and insultingly asked, if that 
was the road to Pari^i. About the end of September 
the siege of Maestricht was formally commenced, 
and lasted forty days, during which interval the at- 
tack and defence were conducted with heroic bravery. 
The atmosphere seemed filled with balls, bombs, and 
shells, and scarcely was a place of safety left in the 
whole circuit of the city. Two thousand buildings, 
public and private, were said to be destroyed, and a 
general storm was intended on the 4th of November, 
when the governor, moved by the situation of the in- 
habitants, and the entreaties of the magistrates, con- 
sented to articles of capitulation with General Kleber, 
who entered the place on the same day. 

' VOL. III. G 
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The Prussians did not act with mach vigour in this 
campaign, nor were ihey wholly inactive. Being 
obliged to'make some show of co-operation with the 
Austrians, they surprised the French in their ia- 
trenchments at Keyserslautern, and defeated them 
with considerable loss. In July they were attacked 
by General Desaix, who carried the important posts 
occupied by Prince Hohenloe on the Platoberg, a 
high mountain in the territory of Deux-Ponts; and 
i^oon afterwards, the. whole chain of posts from Neu- 
stadt to the Rhine being assailed with success^ both 
Atistrians and Prussians were obliged to retreat with 
precipitation. The imperial army re-crossed the 
Rhine, and the Prussians retired towards Gunters- 
bloom and Mentz. The recent acquisition of Key- 
serslautern was abandoned to the republicans, who 
again occupied the cities of Worms, Spire, and 
Treves! In Spain and Italy also the armies of the 
republic were successful. In November, 1793, they 
penetrated into the province of Catalonia^ and in the 
beginning of February following, a battle was. fought 
near St. Jean de Luz, in which the French were con- 
querors. In May another victory was gained near 
Ceret; and soon afterwards a third, of more import^ ^ 
ance than the former two, over the principal Spanish 
army, posted in the vicinity of CoUioure. On the 
western side the towns of Fontarabia and St. Sebas- 
tian fell into the hands of the French. In Italy, the 
Piedmontese had, at the command of the Sardinian 
monarch, risen in a mass ; but, being destitute of the 
'iBnthusiasm of liberty, they constituted a body with- 
out a soul. The French forced the famous pass of 
Mount Cenis, took possession of the city and territory 
of Oneglia, and made themselves masters of a great 
part of the open country of that district. 
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Id the Mediterranean, the progress of the English 
VLvmCf subsequently to the evacuation of Toulon, was 
very flattering. Early in February, 1794, Lord 
Hood proceeded for Corsica, which was in a state of 
revolt against the Convention, the insurgents having 
been excited to this resistance by the English in- 
fluence, under the conduct of their ancient and popu- 
lar chief, Paschal Paoli, who had been some years 
since restored to his Country . with honour by the 
Constituent Assembly. Mortella, Tornelii, and St. 
Fiorenza, beii>g successively surrendered or eva- 
cuated, the Corsicans who adhered to the French 
interest retreated to Bastia, which resisted the united 
efibrts of the Anglo-Corsicans and English till the 
24th of May, when it capitulated on honourable 
terms; and the whole island,- excepting Calvi, which 
held out till August, submitted^to the English. Let- 
ters of convocation were immediately issued for the 
Assembly of the General Consults, to be held at 
Corte, the aacient capital of Corsica, on Sunday the 
8th of June ; Geheral Paoli was elected President. 
The representatives of the Corsican nation imme- 
diately voted the union of Corsica with the British 
crown ; a constitutional act was framed accordingly ; 
and Sir Gilbert Elliot> representative of his Britannic 
Majesty, formally accepted this act on his part, and 
immediately assumed the title of Viceroy. 

At home, as well as abroad, the navy of England 
was destined to be uniformly triumphant. 7he Chan- 
nel fleet, which, during the last summer, had 
achieved nothing worthy the reputation of its veteran 
commander, put to sea in the spring, in search of an 
enemy which had hitherto eluded pursuit. Lord 
Howe was particularly solicitous to vindicate the 
honour of his country, as well as to rescue his own 
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character from unmerited reproach; and the power- 
ful armament now under bis command, left no doubt 
relative to the result of a contest. On reaching the 
Lizard, a signal was made for the East Indiamen to 
proceed on their voyage, under convoy of six sail of 
the line and a frigate, which were not to separate 
from them until their arrival off Cape Finisterre. 
Having received information on the l(Hh of May^ 
that the Brest fleet was at sea, Lord Howe deemed 
it proper to effect a junction with the squadron lately 
detached under Rear- Admiral Montague as soon as 
possible; but on hearing, two days after, that the 
enemy had been seen a few leagues further to the 
westward, he immediately altered his course, and 
steered towards them. 

Great care had hitherto been taken to avoid any 
naval contest with the English ; but on the present 
occasion orders were transmitted to Vice-Admiral 
Villaret-Joyeuse, to protect the supplies from Ame- 
rica at the risk of a battle. Jean Bgn St. Andr^» 
who had been employed at Brest to infuse a.spirit of 
democracy into the seamen, acted on this occasion 
as a national commissioner, having embarked on 
board the flag ship, carrying 120 guns,- and desig- 
nated La Montague, after the ruling party in the 
convention. On the 28th of May, at eight o^clock 
in the morning, in north latitude 47® 33', W. Long. 
14° 10', the rival fleets descried each other exactly 
at the same time ; the wind blew . strong from the 
south-west, accompanied 1)y a very rough sea^ and 
the French possessed the weather-gage. After the 
advanced frigates had given intimation of this events 
Earl Howe continued his course, while the French 
admiral endeavoured as much as possible to assume 
a regular order of battle upon the starboard tack, a 
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circumstance which greatly facilitated the approach 

of the English. As the conduct of the enemy, who 

had now hauled their wind, indicated an intention to 

avoid a close fight, the British commander displayed 

the signal for a general chase, and, to prevent their 

escape, he soon after detached Rear-Admiral Pasley, 

with a 0ying squadron, to make an impression on their 

rear : that officer accordingly, near the close of the 

day, attacked the R^volntionnaire, a three- decked 

ship of 110 guns,, which happened to be the sternmost 

in the line, but without any decisive succete on either 

side. The rival fleets, consisting of twenty •six sail 

of the line on the part of the French, and twenty*five 

on that of the British, remained within sight of each 

other during the whole night, on the starboard tack, 

and in a parallel direction, with the French still td 

windward ; but next morning, the 2Qtb, Admiral 

Yillaret'Joyeuse, flushed with the hopes of a victory^ 

wore from van to rear^ and instead of flinching from 

the action, edged down in a line a-head to engage the 

van of the British fleet. 

Taking advantage of so favourable an opportunity^ 
Lord Howe renewed the signal for passing the enie- 
my's hne, and succeeded with some difficulty in ob- 
taining the weather-gage, while the enemy were 
repulsed by the Barfleur and two other three-deckers,, 
in an attempt to cut off the Queen and Royal Geoi^e. 
At length Yillaret tacked again by signal, and after a 
distant cannonade, stood away in order of battle oa 
the larboard tack, followed by the whole of the Bri- 
tish Peet. The second day's action proved equally 
indecisive as the former, and a thick fog that inter- 
vened during this night and the greater part of the 
succeeding day, prevented the renewal of the engage- 
ment. In the mean time, Rear- Admiral Neilly joined 
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the French commauder-in-chief with ja reinforcement 
of three sail of the line and two frigates; this acces- 
sion of strength enabled him to detach his crippled 
ships ; and the dawn of the succeeding day exhibited 
the two fleets drawn up in order of battle, and pre- 
pared to renew the contest. The British admiral, 
perceiving that there wsis time snffici^it for the va- 
rious ships' companies to take refreshment, made a 
signal for breakfast, which, by procrastinating the 
action, induced the enemy to believe that their anta- 
gonists wished to decline the engagement; but they 
were greatly disappointed, for in about half an hour. 
Lord Howe gave orders for steering the Royal Char- 
lotte alongside the French admiral, which was effected 
at nine o'clock in the morning; and while some of 
ihe English commanders penetrated the line of battle 
and engaged to leeward, others occupied such stations 
as allowed them to combat with their antagonists to 
windward. So close and severe was the contest, 
that the fate of this day depended but little either on 
the exertion of nautical knowledge, or the exhibition 
of that scientific skill which subjects the management 
of artillery to the rules of tactics : all was hard fight- 
ing. Such was the tremendous fire, and so decisive 
the advantage, on the part of the British, that in 
about fifty minutes after the action had commenced 
in the centre. Admiral Yillaret-Joyeuse determined 
to relinquish the contest ; for he now perceived seve- 
ral of his ships dismasted, and one ef seventy-four 
guns about to sink ; he at the same time found that 
six were captured : a great slaughter had also taken 
place on board his own vessel, in which his captain 
and a multitude of the crew were killed, while the 
national commissioner, with most of his officers, was 
wounded; he accordingly^ crowded off with all the 
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canvas he could spread, and was jmmediately foU 
lowed by most of the ^hips in his van that were not 
^ completely crippled ; two or three of these, although 
dismantled, also got away soon after, under a tern* 
porary sail hoisted on the occasion ; for the enemy 
had, as usual, chiefly maimed at the rigging, and the 
victors were by this time disabled * from pursuing the 
vanquished : the Queen Charlotte, in particular, was 
at this period nearly unmanageable, having lost her' 
foretopmast in action; this was soon after followed by 
the maintopmast, which fell over the side ; while the 
Brunswick, which had lost her .mis^nmast, and the 
Queen, also disabled, drifted to leeward, and were 
exposed to considerable danger from the retreating 
fleet* Two eighty, and five seventy-four" gun ships, 
however, still remained in possession of the victors, 
but one of the latter, Le.Yengeur, went down soon 
after she was taken possession af^ and though many 
of the French were saved on this occasion by the hu- 
manity of their adversaries, above 300 went to the 
bottom. The slaughter on board the French fleet 
was very great, that in the captured ships alone 
amounting to 1270. The British total loss was 904« 
Admiral Montague, who had repaired to England, 
whence he was immediately dispatched to join Earl 
Howe, sailed for Brest, partly with a view to fall in 
with the commander-in-chief, and partly on purpose 
to pick up any crippled ships, which, in case of an 
action, might -take shelter in that port; he accord- 
ingly encountered some of the retreating squadron, 
and chased them into the outer road. On the suc- 
ceeding day he descried the main body under Villaret- 
Joyeuse; but, notwithstanding the late fatal conflict, 
that commander formed an admirable line of battle, 
and gave chase ; while the fleet from America, con- 
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sisting of 160 sail of mercbantmen, supposed to be 
worth several millions sterling, but invaluable on ac- 
count of the distressed state of France, arrived in 
safety on the 12th of June. 

The ' British commander-in-chief now deemed it 
proper to conduct the six ships captured from the 
enemy into port, being unable to keep the sea, on 
account of the disabled state of his own squadron ; he 
accordingly steered for England, arrived safe off 
Dunnose, in the Isle of Wight, on the JStfa of June, 
and in the course of the same day returned thanks for 
the highly distinguished examples of resolution, spi- 
rit, and perseverance, which bad been testified by 
every description of officers, seamen, and military 
corps, in the ships of the fleet, during the several 
actions with the enemy on the 28th and 20th of May, 
and the 1st of June. The British fleet, after it had 
been refitted, again put to sea ; but the enemy was so 
completely humbled, that the Brest fleet never ven* 
tured out until Lord Howe had returned to port. 

The victory of the 1st of June conferred great 
glory on the admiral, and was received at home with 
uncommon rejoicing. Large sums of money were 
subscribed for the benefit of the widows and children 
of those killed in action. Rear-Admirals Bowyer and 
Pasley were created baronets, and received a pension 
of 1000/. each per annum* Admirals Graves and Sir 
Alexander Hood had the honours of the peerage con- 
ferred upoii them. Earl Howe was presented with a 
diamond-hilted sword of /great value, by the King in 
person, on board the Queen Charlotte at S[Hthead ; 
and also with a golden chain, to which in^as suspended 
a medal, with Victory crowning Britannia on the ob- 
verse, and on the reverse a wreath of oak and laurel, 
encircling his lordship's name, and the date of the 
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action. In December, 1796, his Majesty was also 
pleased to transmit gold chains and medals to the foU 
lowing flag officers and captains, who were reported 
by Lord Howe to have signalized themselves during 
the battle with the French fleet : — ^Yice- Admirals Sir 
A. Hood, T. Graves ; Rear- Admirals A. Gardner^ 
G. Bowyer, T. Pasley, Sir R. Curtis ; Captains W. 
Hope, Elphinstone, Hon. T. Pakenham, J. T. Duck- 
worth, Sir A. Douglas, H. Harvey, W. Domett, 
H. Nichols, J. W. Payne, and T. Pringle. 

The success of the British nayy, in the course of 
this year, was nearly uniform. On the 23d of April, 
Sir John Borlase Warren captured two French fri- 
gates 'off Guernsey, after two hours fighting. In 
August he pursued ifive other French ships of war off 
Scilly, and driving two of them under the batteries 
ef the Gamelle rocks, would have proceeded to bum 
them ; but, with a generosity worthy of his courage^ 
abistained'from the last rigours of war against an un- 
fortunate enemy, whose wounded must have perished 
had he set their vessels on fire. Several combats of 
single, ships displayed the superiority of our seamen m 
a most brilliant light, nor did the loss of the Alexan- 
der, of sevienty.four guns, in the month of November, 
tarnish the reputation of the British arms, though the 
iinusual spectacle of such a prize* was resounded 
through France as an immortal achievement. This 
Vessel, which had parted from the division of Admi- 
ral Biigh, was attacked off Brest by three French 
seventy-fours, which she resisted for two hours, and it 
was not till her lower masts were on the point of going 
by the board that she reluctantly struck to this dispa- 
rity of force. 

Towards the.end of the year 1703, the British go- 
ir^rnment had prepared a formidable armament to act 

VQI-. III. H 



54 HISTORY OV ENGLAKD. [1704L 

against the colonies of Framce in tbe West Indies. 
On the 3rd of November, in that yea r^ this expedi* 
tion sailed ; the land forces, which consisted of aboat 
6000 troops, under the coromand of Sir Charles 
Grey j. and the naval armament, consisting of four 
ships of war, nine frigates, a bomb ketch, and a f6w 
gun-bdats, and several store ships, under Sir John 
Jervi». Having rendezTOUsed early in the year in 
Carlisle Bay, Barbadoes, they sailed, on the 3rd of 
February,, to tbe attack of Martini<;o, which surren* 
dered, after a resolute resistance of seven weeks* 
Fort Rpyal was carried by escalade with extraordi- 
nary exertions of valour, particularly on the part of 
Captain Faulknor of the Zebra, who entered the har- 
bour through the fire of all the batteries, and laid his 
sloop alongside tbe walls, which he scaled in defiance 
of repeated volleys of grape shot. As soon as the re- 
duction of Martinico had been effected, the troops 
were re-embarked, and landed on the island of Sit. 
liucia, which capitulated on the 4th of April ; and 
upon the 1 1tli of the same month, the fleet and army 
arrived off Guadaloupe, which, after a short but 
brave defence, surrendered^^ with its d^pendenciesj^ 
on the 20th. After these glorious successes. Sir 
Charles Grey returned to Martinico^ leaving General 
JDundas, brother to the minister, to command at 
Guadaloupe, where he unfortunately died of tbe fever 
incident to the climate, after a few days, illness, early 
in June. About this time a French squadron ap- 
peared off the island, from which a body of troops 
landing under the command of a most daring and 
skilful leader, Victor Hugues, attacked Fort Fleur 
d'Epee, which they carried by storm ; and the 
English retreated with considerable loss to Fort 
Louis; this was also soon evacuated, and the troops^ 
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shattered and disheartened, took refugee in Basse* 
terre. Sir Charles Grey, on the first intelligence^ of 
this attempt, sailed from St. Kitt's with all the force 
he could collect, and, landiag on the island of 6ua^ 
daloujfee on the 19th oiF June, made an attempt on 
the post of Point-a-Petre on the 2nd of July ; after 
great eflbrts of valpur, hoUever, he was repoIsed> 
with the loss of 600 men. Upon this the forces wera 
re-embarked 5 and Basseterre, after a long and vi- 
gorous resistance, with the whole island and its de* 
pendencies, reverted to its former possessors. Not 
long after the loss, of theJsland, the brave Captain 
Faulknor, who had so eminently contributed to the 
reduction of Mal-tioico, lost his life in an engage- 
ment with a frigate near Marie-Gal ante. More than 
70 men are said to have been killed in the French ve&* 
sel, and above 100 wounded $ while only 29 sofiered 
ia the victorious ship. 

In the sanguinary island of St. Domingo, the 
£n|[lish had so far profited as to acquire some terri- 
torial possessions. That island, in a remarkable dei- 
gcee, had suffered the mischievous, effects of the 
French revolution, ^hen the people in the mother 
country asserted their right to freedom^ the claims of 
the colonial subjects of France wei?e also recognised ; 
and a society^ called Les Amis des Noirs, (Friends <^f 
the Negroes,) warmly supported the pretensions of 
the slaves to emancipation, and of the muhittpes to 
all the privileges enjoyed . by the white inhabitants. 
The declaration of rights promulgated by the Na^ 
tional Assembly increased the ferment which the first 
intelligence of the revolution had producied in the 
islands ; and violent disturbances and contests were 
apprehended. Deputies from the different districts 
of the French part of St. Domingo met by the King's 
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ordeiv to prevent tamults and reform abases^ bat 
their endeavours were opposed by the partisam of 
the old regim^, and the governor dissolved the as-^ 
sembly. Many of the repr^entatives sailed to 
France to jnstify their conduct ; and, dariDg their 
absence), Og6, an enterprising niulatto, found means 
to excite an insurrection ; but it was quickly sup- 
pressed, and his life was sacrificed to public justice. 
The claims of bis -brethren, however, were confirmed 
by a decree of the ruling assembly of the parent state^ 
vhich admitted them to all the privileges of Freneh 
citizens, on the 15th of May, 1791. While a new 
colonial assembly deliberated on the conduct which 
prudence required at this crisis, the slaves in the 
neighbourhood of Cape Francois attacked the whites^ 
murdered a great number of them, and destroyed the 
plantations. The insurrection soon spread to other 
districts ; and, though many hundreds of the negroes 
and their confederates were slain in battle, or pe- 
rished by famine, they seemed to multiply like the 
heads of the hydra. Commissioners were sent from 
France to heal the disorders of the colony ; but they 
produced, by their misconduct, a civil war among 
the whites, and invited to their aid a body of rebel 
negroes, who perpetrated a horrible series of massa^ 
eres at Cape Francois, and in June, 1703, burnt the 
greater part of the town. 

The convulsions of the colony induced many of the 
planters to solicit succour from the British govern-* 
ment ; and Major-General Williamson was ordered 
to detach an armament from Jamaica, to take pos- 
session^ of those settlements which the people might 
be disposed to surrender. Lieutenant-Colonel White- 
locke sailed in consequence to Jeremie, and received 
tl\e submission of the inhabitants : the town and har«» 
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bour of St. Nicolas werfe also given up to the English; 
and to thtse possessions Leogane and other towns and 
districts were soon added. An expedition was un« 
dertaken for the reduction of Cape Tiburon ; and ^ 
bribe was offered to General Lavaax for the surrender 
of Port de Faix ; the enterprise succeeded, and the 
town was taken on tbe Snd of February, 1 794. Th^ 
fort of Acul was stormed by the English ; but, ^% 
Bom^bard, they were repelled %Vith loss. They de? 
feuded Cape Tiburon against an arnay of blacks and 
mulattoes, who were routed with considerable sUugh? 
ter. Tbe arrival of a reinforcement from Great Bri-^ 
tain, under Brigadier-General Whyte, elevated thf^ 
]M>pes of tbe English, and preparations were made 
lor the conquest of Port-au-Frinc?. Fort Bizotton 
was taken at. the point of the bayonet, and the tow^ 
was soon after evacuated. The unheakliinessof th|i 
climate now occasioned a great mortality among the 
troops, and checked the extension of their conqo^ts; 
they Jost Leogane, were severely harassed in th^ 
town of St. Marc, and at Fort Bizotton, and were 
deprived of Tiburon by the mulatto general, Rigaud* 
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CHAPTER XX. 



Th£ Mountain party had no sooner obtained the 
ascendency in France, than, a new faction sprang upi,^ 
denominate^ the Cord^eliers, at the head of which 
were Hebert, Ronsin, Anarcharsis ClootZi and 
others, who, to conciliate the populace, adopte4 
the wildest theories, decried all religion, preached 
equality in the absurdest extent, and recommended 
poblicljr an agrarian law. In the beginnii]^ Cff 
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'March/ the table of the Rights of Man, iii the hall 
of the Cordeliers, was covered with^ black crape ; 
and Hebert. from the tribune of the society, affirmed, 
that tyranny existed in the republic. This was suf- 
ficient to arouse the jealousy of Robespierre. Virtue 
and ferocity were declared in the Convention, by 
the wretch CouthoH, to be the requisite order of the' 
day. On the 25th of March, Hebert, and nineteen 

. others, were, on a charge of conspiracy against the 
constitution, brought before the Revolutionary Tri*^ 
bunal, and, of course^ condemned to the guillotine.^ 
These executions were followed by those of Fabre' 
d'Eglantine, and other popular deputies df the Con« 
vention^ on pretence of th^ir having engaged in 
counter-revolutionary projects. The arrest of Dan* 
ton, who had voted for the death of the deputies^ 
without imagining that he was so soon to follow then^ 
to the scaffold, took place on the 31st of March; It- 
deserves notice, that St. Just, in the report present- 
ed on this occasion, makes the profession of Atheisni 
a principal charge against Fabre d'£glantine. The 
execution of Danton and his fellow-sufferers, w]io 
fell under the fatal axe of the guillotine on, the 2d of 
April, was followed by that of General Arthur Dil- 
lon, who had formerly commanded that division of 
the French army, which» in the campaign of 1792^ 
had so gallantly repulsed the Prussians. As the 
massacres which daily took plaice are too numerous 
for recital, only one moi*e victim shall be ncM;iced.* 
The Princess Elizabeth, sister to the late King, a 
person of the most exemplary character, was charged 
With having conspired to restore royalty, with per- 

.sons, many of whom she had never even seen: not a 
witness was produced, nor a single attempt made to^ 
substantiate any one fact alleged against her; shei 
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was, nevertheless, condemned to death, with twenty- 
foar of her .reputed accomplices; and she died, a^ 
(he had lived, devout, tranquil, and resigned, con- 
sidering the sentence which consigned her to the 
scaffold as a welcome passport to a better life. 

About this time, the Convention decreed, that the 
remains of the celebrated Jean Jacques Rousseau 
should be deposited in the beautiful church of St. 
Genevieve^ now styled the Pantheon« *' That illus* 
trious patriot," said the president, *' has left excel- 
lent lessons to mankind, to love liberty, morality^ 
and the Divinity. These lessons will for ever con- 
found those false philosophers who profess neither to. 
believe in a Providence nor in a Supreme Being— 
the only consolation of mankind in their last mo-, 
ments." Eelig^on was now again the order of the 
day in the National Convention, and a decree was 
passed by which the French nation recognised the 
existence of a Supreme Being, and the immortality 
of the soul, declared the freedom of public worship, 
and appointed decades and oiher festivals. 

On the 30th of May, Barrere brought forward the 
infamous decree for allowing no quarter to the English 
or Hanoverian troops ; but the French officers and 
soldiery unanimously refused to carry this abominable 
mandate into execution; and the commander-in- 
chief of the British forces, on this occasion, to his 
lasting honour, declared, by a public proclamation, 
his unalterable resolution not to imitate this horrid 
barbarity. 

Scarcely had Robespierre reached the summit of 
power, when the basis on which it stood seemed to 
totter under him. On the 10th of June, Bourdon 
de L'Oise, a member of the Conventional Assembly, 
demanded that the decree which affirmed the invibla- 
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bility of the national representatives should be again 
established, and that no member should be brought 
before the Revolutionary Tribunal but in conse- 
quence of a decree of accusation passed by the as- 
sembly itself, instead of an order frou* the Com- 
mittee of Safety, where Robespierre, and the vile 
instruments of his horrible tyranny, Couthon and St. 
Just, bore absolute sway. This was carried before 
the tyrant could recover from his surprise. From 
this time the party formed against him rapidly in- 
creased, and even his celebrated colleague, Barrere, 
took a secret, though efficient part in plotting his 
overthrow. That Robes()ierre meditated the speedy 
destruction of all those whom he now regarded as hi» 
Enemies was manifest; and it was rumoured that he 
meant, at the same time, openly to assume the office 
of Dictator of the Republic. On the 25th of July, 
he delivered an oration in the Convention, in which 
he plainly indicated his future project. " What a 
terrible use," said he, " have our enemies made of a 
word which at Rome was applied only to a public 
function." The speech was heard with symptoms of 
contempt ; many things in it were contested^ and it 
was evident that his influence in the Convention was 
lost. This was the critical moment : the armed force 
of Paris, under Henriot, was still at his devotion; 
but his resolution, and even his sagacity, seemed to 
fail him ; his popularity was evidently declining, and 
the applauses of the galleries attended the sptieches 
of his opponents, who, on their part, perceived that 
they had already gorte too far to recede. In the 
sitting of July the 27th, Billaud Varennes com-, 
plained that the armed force of Paris was intrusted 
to parricidal hands. Henriot, said he, was de- 
nounced as the accomplice of Hebert. One man 
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dkme bad (he aadacity to sapport him. Need I 
Bame him? — Robespierre. He then proiceeded ta 
r'ecoant his acts of blood and oppression ; and ac-* 
eosed him, without reserve,^ of harbouring an infa- 
nbous design of making himself dictator. Loaded 
with universal imprecations, he was not suffered to 
speak in his own defence ; and Tallien moved that 
Henriot and all his staff be arrested > that their sit-^ 
tings be permanent until the sword of the law had 
secoreil this revolution; and that Robespierre and 
his creatures be immediately arrested. These mo^ 
lions were passed dmidst tumults of applause. Bar*- 
rere was now called upon to speak in the name of 
the Committee of Public Safety, and after proposing 
that the national guard resume its original organiza-* 
tioiiy and that the mayor of Paris be responsible for 
the safi^ty of the national representation, he joined 
without reserve in the invectives against the fallen 
tyrant. Robespierre, lost in amazemept and coiv- 
stemation, suboiittied, without farther resistance, to 
the decree of the Convenlion. Henriot, commander 
of the national guards, excited an insurrection in his 
fiivour, which, after a short and fruitless resistance^ 
was suppressed, when the insurgents, in the last 
ttgonies of wild despair, attempted to turn their arms 
against themselves. Robespierre, already wounded 
in the side by a sabre, discharged a pistol in his 
mouth, with no greater effect than to shatter and dis-*. 
fig4ire his countenance; Le fias shot himself dead 
upon the spot, and Couthon stabbed himself with a 
poinard; Henriot, while haranguing the populace 
from an upper window, was thrown down -by their 
desire, and shockingly wounded by the violence of 
the fall. At six o'clock in the morning the Conven* 
tion suspended its sitting. The victory being now 
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decided, Robespierre and the rest of the crimiiiab 
outlawed by the Convention were immediately con- 
veyed to the Revolutionary Tribunal, n^erely for the. 
purpose of identifying their persons, and then re«con«i 
Teyed to the Palace of Justice, and, on the evening* 
of the same day, July the 28th, to the number dS- 
twenty-one, executed in the Place de Revoluliohf 
Amid the loudest and most universal acclamations of 
joy ever known. Robespierre was executed last^ 
but remained on the scaffold wholly speechless, and 
petrified with horror. 

After the fall of this tyrant, who closed bis sao-* 
guinary career at the age of thirly«*iive, a general 
alteration and melioration took place in the different 
branches of. the provisional government of France ; 
the Jacobin Club was entirely demolished ; tha 
remains of the Girondist. party were restored to their 
seats in the Convention ; and Dumas,, president of 
tlie Revolutionary Tribunal, Fouquier TinvilLe, the 
pub)ic accuser, Carriere, conventional commissioner^ 
the destroyer of La Vendue, and various others of 
the same description, lo;st their lives most deservedly 
on the scaffold. At the same time hundreds were 
released from the different state prisons, who, but 
for the death of Robespierre, would probably haya 
fallen miserable victims to his tyranny ; and the in«* 
famous decree of the Convention, for refusing quarter 
to the Eloglish and Hanoverian soldiery, was formally 
atmuUedr The royalists of La Yend&e and La Loire 
had never been completely subdued^ and thousands 
were still sheltered in the natural recesses of that 
romantic country, under their leaders, Char^tte .and 
Stofflet. A general amnesty, however, being now^ 
published, the greater part, of them laid down theiif 
arms. ^ 
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: The distractions of the French governmeDt did 
not impair the vigour of its military operations, and 
the army nn^der Pichegru waited only till the frost 
should set in, to commence a winter campaign on 
the frontiers of Holland. Though the conquest of 
that country was an enterprise in which the power 
of Louis the Fourteenth at its summit was foiled, 
success had now become more probable, for since 
the restoration of the stadtholderate by the arms of 
l^^russia,^ disaffection to the house of Orange and its 
supporters had greatly prevailed in the United Pro* 
Tinces, several of which had openly declared for the 
recognition of the French republic, and the aban* 
donment of the connexion with Great Britain. The 
Duke of York endeavoured in vain to rouse the 
Dutch to energetic resistance, great numbers being 
favourably disposed towards the French, and the 
fest considering opposition hopeless. Military exer« 
tioils being, therefore, unlikely to be farther use-^ 
fol to that country, his royal highness returned to 
JEngiand* 

The frost set ia with unusual rigour about the mid- 
dle of December ; in the course of a week the Maese 
and the Waal were frozen over ; and on the 27th a 
strong column of French crossed the former of those 
rivers, while another corps made themselves masters 
oflheBommel. Fichegru did not m^ke his grand 
movement till the 10th of January, 179^, when the 
main body of his forces crossed the Waal at different 
points, and made a general attack upon the lines jpf 
the allies, extending between Nimeguen 'and Arn-^ 
heim, under the command of General Walmoden. 
The allies were defeated in every quarter, and a pre- 
cipitate retreat was ordered Howards Amersfort and 
Deventer^ . In this retreat, which differed little frooi 
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H fligbjty the wretched fugitives were exposed to 
every species of distress. From the WAot of eom^ 
mon necessaries in the allied armyi a dreadful stek* 
ness and mortality prevailed, and the harassed and 
dispirited troops^ exposed Id the intense severity of 
the weather, the drifting snow, and heavy falls of 
sleet and rain, almost without clothing, frequently 
without sustenance, without medicines^ without 
tents, littered down in cold and damp churches and 
other public buildings, expired daily and nightly by 
Jiundreds; Utrecht, Rotterdam, and Dort, sarren^* 
dered to the French without resistance; apd the 
Stadtholder, with his family, made hm escape in an 
open boat from Scheveling on the 19th of January* 
On the succeediog day, General Pichegru made his 
public entry into Amsterdam ; and, by order of the 
States General, every other fortress in the republic 
opened its gates to the French. On the 27th of 
January, the provisional representatives o( the peo« 
ple of Holland assembled, and a decree ittimediatdy 
passed for the total abolition of the Stadtholderate, 
and for the establishment, under the protection of the 
republic of France, of a new provisional government 
for the United Provinces, which were. now deno^ 
minated the Batavian Republic. 
. Durhig the sanguinary extension of. the war ia 
Kurope, the King of Great Britain, was anxious to 
enlarge his connexions in Asia, by an. alliance with 
the Emperor of China. The prevailing desire of 
commercial advantage, concurring with a wish to 
secure the friendship of a. potentate, whose influence 
extended to territories bordering on those of the 
JBnglish East India Company, induced the l^ing to 
send an ambassador to treat with the Chinese courts 
«Tha abilities of Earl Macaiiloey, who had acquiced 
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f epatation as Gk>v6rnor of Madras, ^alified him for 
auch a negociation ; and, when he bad added to hit 
•soite some V able cultiyators of science and skilful 
artists, he sailed ander the conduct of Sir Erasmos 
Gower. Ue reached the Yellow Sea in safety, 
passed op the White River to Tong-Choo-Foo, and 
thence proceeded by land to the metropolis of Cluna« 
Tchien-Lnng, the aged emperor, who had already 
governed that vast empire with uointerrapted success 
and reputation more than half a century, was then 
at the palace of Zhe-hol, beyond the celebrated 
wall which had been erected as a barrier against^ the 
incursions of the Tartars. In a garden belonging to 
this mansion, in ai;plendrd tent, the ambassador de-^ 
livered a letter from the British Sovereign, in a bolt 
of gold, adorned with jewels, which was graciously 
received ; but a spirit of jealousy disinclined the em* 
peror to a treaty, and after the exchange of mutual 
presents, it was hinted that the departure of the 
rtrangers would be agreeable. 

On the 9th of October, 1793, his excellency and 
his suite left Pekin, and proceeded to Toog-Tchew» 
vvhence th^y were conveyed, by a variety of rivers 
and cai^ls, from the northern to the southern extre* 
mity of China, reaching Canton in perfect safety, 
after a variety of amusing adventures, on the 18th of 
December, and in January following they embarked 
at Macao for England. The British settlements in 
India, at this period, enjoyed & season of tranquil 
repose,^ under the government of Sir John Shore^, 
the successor of Earl Oortiwallis. 

Sweden and Denmark still persevered in their 
determination of observing a perfect impartiality 
idoriog the present war ; and on tibe27th of March, a 
convention was concluded between them, by which 
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they agr'eed to protect the freedom of commerce in the 
Baltic^ on the principles of the arofied neutrality of 
1780, equipping jointly a fleet of sixteen ships of the 
line for that service; and by the tenth article the 
Baltic W8S declared to be a neutral sea, absolutely 
and altogether inaccessible to the armed ships of the 
different and distant belligerent powers. 

In the month of April, Mr. Jay, Chief-Justice of 
the United Staples of America, arrived in England, 
as minister plenipotentiary, to adjust the existing dif^ 
ferences between that republic and the British go^ 
vernment. Soon after the commencement of the 
war, orders were given foe stopping all American 
vessels carrying corn to France, and detaining their 
cargoes, paying for them and the freights. This 
proceedings which was resented by the Americans 
as an infraction of their independence, was followed 
by an order for seizing all American ships carrying 
provisions and stores to the French colonies, and 
also fpr obliging American ships, sailing from the 
British islands,, to give security to land their car- 
goes in British or neutral ports. This order havings 
occasioned the seizure of 600 American vessels 
within five months, that government showed its x%^ 
sentment. by an embargo of thirty days on the British 
shipping. *In addition to these grievances, the me«^ 
piorial delivered by Mr. Jay ta the British courts 
eomplained of the saverity used to American sea^i 
inen» and of their being compelled tp serve on board 
l^oglish men of war.. Although these difierencea; 
were finally attended with very jserious effects, they 
were for the present compromised, both parties being 
pacifically disposed, and a.treaty of. amity and eom^^ 
werce between the two countries was irigned ii^ 
November. 
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t Tb^ British Parliament assembled on tb^ 80th of 
Decern beri and in the speech from the throne, while 
th€ disasters of. the late campaign were admitted^ 
ibe necessity of persisting in the war was strongly 
urged^ as additional vigour, and additional efibrts^ 
were the only possible means of bringing the war to 
a successful issue. The Dutch government, indeed^ 
dispirited by the reverses which the allies had expe^ 
rienced, had opened a negociation with the prevatl<« 
ing party in France; but the Ring expressed bi» 
conviction, that no established government, or inde*' 
pendent state, could derive real security from such 
Hegociations; and that tbey could not be attempted 
by this country, without sacrificing both her honour 
find her safety to an enemy, whose chief animosity 
was avowedly directed against her. In the Housd 
iof Peers, the Earl of Guildford moved an amend-' 
jBent to the address, and urged the impracticability 
•of attaining what appeared to be the present object- 
of the war— the dictating of a government to France.^ 
The Marquis of Lansdowne declared tirat be could 
^ee no difficulty in treating with France at the pre-r 
aent period, nor could he admit the objection that 
there was no power existing in that country to treat 
with. The amendment was rejected, by a majority 
of 107 to 12 voices. In the Common^, the address 
having been moved by Mr. Knatchbull, and fite-' 
conded by Mr» Canning, Mr. Wilberforce, tiiougb 
an intimate friend of the minister, objected, that thcr 
obvious tendency of the address was to pledge th^ 
House to a. prosecution of the war till there should 
be a counter-revolution in France* The- confederacy 
against France^ he observed^ . was now dissolved, 
imd her internal disorders w^re appeased ; how thea 
cbuld we conquer a .people vyhoi when assailed byt 
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tbe combined forces ol Europe from withoiH, and 
wlien 4istracted with insorrections from within, ha<I 
resisted with such success? He was aware of the 
idipossibiUty of forcing a government upon France, 
when that country was united in opinion and in act, 
and, though a friend to monarchy, he did not con* 
ceive a monarchy to be the fittest form of govern** 
ment for France, in present circumstances, as the 
current of prejudice set so strongly s^ainst it. lie 
did not think this country would be at all debased by 
a declaration for peace : true magnanimity consisted 
in acting with prc^riety under every circumstance, 
resolutely determined to change the mode of conduct 
whenever it is required by^an alteration ili the siate of 
aflairs. Mr. Wilberforce concluded by moving an 
amendment to the address, embracing the principal 
topics contained in his speech. Several g^tlemen 
having Spoken in support of the amendment, Mr. Pitti 
rose un^er visible emotion, and expressed his asto* 
nishment at the language of those members ivhoi 
after voting for ^ the war, had now become th^ advo- 
cates of peace. Neither the S|)eech nor the address,^ 
he affirmed, pledged the House never to make peace 
with the republican governm^it of France, though 
he had no idea of a secure peace till the return of the 
monarchy. The recent change which had taken 
place in France was a change merely in the narne^ 
and rfot in sqbstance, and the present government no 
more deserved the name of moderate than that nndei? 
Brissot, which had provoked this^ country to war« 
Peace, could it be obtained, would not place us in a ^ 
situation of confidence; we mn3t, on the contrary^ 
increase our precautions* Even if disposed to peace, 
the French rulerswrould be eompelled by fear to giv^ 
their troops new employment. If we dissolved the 
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cotttinefltal confederacy, we could not again hope to 
gee it restored, and wfe should then be exposed alone 
to the ftiry of France. In conclusion, Mr. Pitt en- 
tered into a variety of details, to show that the French 
finances were in the very gqlf of bankruptcy, and 
that the e^spenditure of the government, since the 
revolution, had amounted to three hundred and 
twenty mUlion3. After an unusually long debate, the 
amendment was rejected, by 246 against 75. This 
subject was frequently resumed during the session, 
on various motions by Earl Stanhope, Mr. Grey, the 
Duke of Bedford, and Mr. Wilberforce, all depre- 
tDatii^ the idea of interfering in the government of 
other countries, and recommending the British go- 
vernment not to object to proposals for a general 
pacification^ on account of the present circumstances 
of France; but these motions were in succession 
strenuously opposed by ministers, and ultimately lost 
by large majorities. 

Tlie question relating to the suspension of the 
Habeas Corpus act was warmly debated on the 5th 
of January, 1795, when Mr. Sheridan moved for its 
repeal, in which he was unsuccessful ; and on the 
15tb, the Attorney-General brought in a bill to con- 
tinue the suspension for, a limited time. This mea- 
sure being carried in the Commons by a considerable 
majority, the bill was transmitted to the Lords, and 
passed that assembly also, but not without a protest 
against it, signed, by the Dukes of Norfolk and Bed- 
ford, and the Earls of Lauderdale and Guildford, 
* On the 4th of February, Mr. Pitt delivered to the 
House of Comn^cfns a messfige from hjs Majesty, in- 
timating that a loan * to the auiount of 4,600,000/. 
would be wanted to. aid the exertions of the Emperor 
of Germany diurtng the n^yt^camp^'ign, on. the credit 
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of his hereditary doftiiqiotis, which^ would probably 
require the guarantee of the British government* 
On the question that the national faith be p\e^g6d 
for the sum required, considerable discussion arese^ 
in the course of which, Mr. Fox said, that the rcrent 
defaicfttion of the King of Frusma, immediately aftei^ 
pocketing the English gold, ought to operate a9 H 
caution against all advances of money to Getmaa 
princes ; and he had no con6dence in the e^lcacy of 
the proposed loan; Sir William Puftcftey eater** 
tained a high opinion of its probable utility j Lord 
Cfrenvilie had so much reliance on the promised cxer* 
tioDS of his imperial majesty, that he would rather 
consent to make a present of the desired sum, than 
lose the chance of expected benefit j the Marquis of 
Lansdown disapproved all connexions with German 
princes ; bat Lord Hawkesbury, and other Peersj 
were more credulous and confident ; the prop6sttioif 
was agreed to by large majorities, and the loan was 
shipped to the continent in sterling gold. 

The bminess of snpplies had now become a diSk^ 
cult task to the minister, when the only efficient ally 
t)f England could ndt proceed without pecuniary aid,, 
atid tlie necessity of making extraordinary exertions 
for carrying on the war was imperative, After pre- 
vioos discussions on the navy s^nd army estimates,, 
Mr. Pitt, on the 23d of Fel;^ruary, submitted his ^<* 
nual statement to the consideration of the lioiitsie^ 
The notnber of men voted for the service of the year, 
was, 150,000 landmen, inchidrng militia; 85^000 
seamen ; and 15,000 marines ; the expedditiire 
amounted to ^7^540,000/. j and the loati proposed was 
J8,000,OGO/.> being the largest sum ever voted by 
^tfkittent up to thiit period. N^w taxes were idi-' 
posied on ^Itie, spirits, te^^ cofieci iiworiinces^ hi^ir*r 
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powdeiTf S^c.f . which, widi aii abridgment ef the 
privilege of franking, were .eflttiuoated to produce 
' J,644,Q0<H., pf which 357^000/% was to be appHed to 
^he progreasive redemption of fche debt. As a cob« 
solatton for these additional hardens, the minister 
mentioned the extraordinary iicrease of commerce^ 
which, in the preceding year^ had exceeded that of 
the most flourishing pehod of peace. 

Mr. Fox, . availing himself of the recent defection 
of Mr. Wilberforce, and a number of his friendsi 
from the court party, moved^ on the 24th of Marcb^ 
that the Hoosa of Commons should resolve itself into 
a committee, to inquire into the state of the nation^ , 
which was rejected^ by 219 against 63. A motioa 
by Mn Wilberforce, . for the final abolition of the 
Slave. Trade, was also lost, by a majority of 17* 

The affairs of Ireland fbrnied one of the most im^ 
portant subjects that engaged the attention of the 
present Parliament, .those violent animosities of the 
Iribb B^oman Catholics against the !^nglish govern*^ 
fuent having this year taken root, which at lengtk 
broke out into open rebellion, and have never since 
ceased to alienate the affeetioas of a great portion of 
the people. Some malcontents had entered into se** 
eret connexions with the French revolutionisto, and it 
plan for separating the islaad from the British do-« 
miiiioiis was stroogly suspected, when Eari FitzWil-^ 
liam, a nobleamo'disting^ifdiedtbr his mild and eon-* 
ciliatory conduet, was placed at the head of the 
government, an appointment peculiarly acceptable 
to the Irish nation. The Parliam^^nt of the sister 
kinf dona assembled on the 22od of January, n96f 
and after voting to the new viceroy aia address, ex<- 
pMSMve of the general satitfaetjion^ agreed, withoot 
hesatattoB, to. the most aas{^ supplies #ver granted 
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in that kingdom. The Lord-Lient^nant, finding* it 
impracticable- to defer deciding on the demands of 
the Catholics, for th^ removal of the remaining dis« 
abilities under \vhich they still continued to labour, 
employed, in his transactions with the leading mem- 
bers^ of that body, the celebrated Mr. Grattan, a 
statesman in whom, the Catholics universally con- 
fided. A bill for their farther relief was conse- 
qoently ^introduced into the Irish Parliament, and 
the utmost joy was diffused through the country, ia 
the expectation of this enlarged toleration, when in- 
telligence arrived in Dnblin that the British ministry 
avowed themselves adverse to the measure. The 
Lord-Lieutenant, after holding the governoient only 
three months, was displaced, and Lord Camden ap- 
pointed in his steaO. On the 34tb of April, Earl 
Fitzwilliam appeared in the English House of Peers, 
and challenged ministers to a full investigation of the 
nature of his instructions, and the cause of his re* 
moval } and, a profound silence ensuing on the other 
iidiB of the House, the Duke of Norfolk gave notice 
of a motion to address the King, that those parts of 
the correspondence between Earl Fitzwilliam and 
the ministry, which related to his lordship's i;ecal 
from his government in Ireland, should be forthwith 
lard before their lordships. This motion was d^ated 
in a full House on the 8th of May, being supported 
by the Duke of Leeds, Earl Moira^ and Earl Fitz- 
william himself, who positively avowed that he went 
out expressly authorized to complete the measure of 
Catholic. emancipation, and that no objections had 
been n^ade to the steps he had adopted ifor that {mr- 
pose, until he had proceeded to the dismission of 
certain persons in office invmical to that measoKi 
Und had taken other gentlemen into his favour and 
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confidence. Lord Granville declined entering into 
a formal discission of the'snbject; from reasons of 
state which he could not with propriety explain. 
The inotion, he observed^^ called opon ministers to 
violate the secrets of the cabinet and the sanctity of 
their oaths; but he asked in what respect the sitna* 
tton of a Lord-Lieutenant differed from that of any 
other minister of the crown, who might be removed 
at pleasure : he hail witnessed, he said, the removal 
of many Lord-Lieutenants, without a single com- 
plaint to Parliament on the subject, and to adopt a 
new course would be to change the constitution, and 
to convert the House of Parliament into a conimitteei 
of public safety. After a long and vigorous debate, 
the House divided— "Contents, 25; non-contents, 100. 
A similar motion in the House of Commons, moved 
by Mr. Jekyll, and seconded by Mr. Fox, was lost 
by a majority of 18* to 49. 

The recal of Earl Fitzwijliam cast a deep gloom 
over Ireland, and the arrival of bis successor in the 
capital, on the i{lst of March, was accompanied by 
so marked an ebullition of popular discontent, that 
the intervention of the military was found necessary. 
On the 13th of April, the Irish Parliament assem* 
bled, and on the 21st, a motion was made by Mr* 
Grattan for an inquiry into the state of the nation, 
including the reasons for the recal of Earl Fitzwil^ 
liam ; but this motion was negatived hy a large ma« 
jority of the same Parliament, which had almost 
unanimously supported all the. measures of the pre- 
ceding administration. On the 24th9; Mr« Grattaii^ 
presented his memorable billfor Catholic emancipa« 
tion ; but on the second reading, it was rejected hf 
seventy -one voices. From this period, the political 
association^ styled the Society of United Irisbo^sf^ 
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rapidly extended itself over the whole country. All 
the Cathofiics, and ft large proportion of the. Protest* 
ants of the kingdooi, joined this community, and the 
leaders began to entertain dangerous designs, and to 
form illegal and treasonable connexions with the go^^ 
irernment of France. Agents were sent to negociate 
with the National Convention ; acts of sedition, rapiBe, 
and murder, were perpetrated by the most despe<» 
rate ; while, on the . other hand, the violent support-*' 
ers of the system of exclusion confederated together 
lor the purposes of security, under the name of 
Orangemen. Mutual injuries soon engendered a 
most inveterate hatred between these two descri^* 
lions of men, one of u liicb was beyond comparison 
superior in number, and the other in property, in 
legal authority, and military force; and these dis- 
sensions rapidly increased, till the whole land exhi-» 
bited a scene of terror, consternation, and blood. 

An event of great national importance, though 
highly unfortunate in its results, as it affected both 
the illustrious parties, took place on the 8th of April, 
in the marriage of the heir-apparent, who espoused 
his royal father's niece. Princess Caroline, daughter 
ef the Duke of Brunswick, and the Duchess Augusta 
of England, and Lord Malmsbury was employ^ to 
conduct the royal bride from her father's court. Oo 
her arrival in England, she was received with every 
mark of distinction due to her royal birth and ilhis- 
trio«s alliance. Tlia eeremony was performed in 
the chapel royal, by the Archbishop of Canterbuiy, 
and the nuptials were celebrated with great magni-' 
ficence. It was generally understood that, in fom*. 
iog this connexion, bis royal highness yielded to the 
solicitations of his august father, influenced by the 
promise 4»f an ample provision for the di^dMtrg^ af 
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his debts, which had increased to a vast aaioont, 
rather thdn to his own inclinations^^ and this is the 
more probable from his known attachment at the tioia 
toMrfc. Fitzherbert, with whom it was even stated that 
the marriage ceremony, though invalid by law, bad 
taken place. Such, indeed, is the effect of the 
royal marriage act, thiat affection citn have little in- 
fluenqe where the illustrioas parties seldom see eack 
other till the eve of the ceremony, where fonaign 
manners frequently create disgust on both sides, and 
where a foreign language teods to diminish that mum 
tual interchange of sentiment which b the delight a£ 
an Englishman's fireside, and for the ab^nce o£ 
which empty pomp and vain glory are poor sub8ti<> 
tutes. 

A message from his Majesty to the Commons^ on 
the 27th of April, announced the royal tnarria^, 
and expressed the King's conviction that a suitable 
provision would be made for the establishment of the 
^prince and princess. The me.ssa^e proceeded tu 
aCate, that his royal higbaess was under pecuniary 
encumbrances, and recommended to Parliament the 
gradual exiinction of his debts, by applying to that 
purpose a part of his income, and the revenues of the 
Puchy ef Cortowalle After some discussion, the 
House, on the suggestion of the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, d^teripined, that 126»000/., together 
with the rents of the Duchy of Cornwall, estimated 
ot 13,0002,, should be settled upon the Prince, of 
which 78,000/* should be applied annually to the 
liquictation of his debts, amounting, at this period, to 
upwards of 600,000/., and that a law should be passe4 
to prevent the heir-apparent in future froin being in- 
volved in similar difficulties. These propositions met» 
the concarrente of the House,, and a jointure of 
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50,000/. per annum was settled upon the Princess of 
Wales, in the evient of her surviving his royal high- 
ness. ^ 

The long trial of Mr. Hastings, which had lasted 
seven years, was now brought to a conclusion. 
After the Peers had investigated former modes of 
proceeding, the Lord- Chancellor, (Loughborough,) 
discussed the Benares charge. He considered Mr. 
Hastings as having acted against Cheyt Sing, under 
the. influence of personal resentment, and under the 
hinwarrantable idea of possessing an unlimited right 
of exaction in times of emergency; and therefore 
Cioncluded that the Commons had made good that 
article of accusation. Lord Thurlow vindicated the 
governor-general in elaborate detnil^ but not always 
on constitutional principles. The Earl of Caernarvon 
strongly contended for his delinquency ; while the 
Earl of Mdnsfield, the Marquis of Lansdown, and 
the Binhop of Rochester, maintained his innocence, 
aud extolled his services. The decision of the com-' 
mittee, on different parts of this >charge, was, Iiow- 
ever, favourable to * Mr. Hastings. In th^ consider- 
ation of the other charges. Lord Thurlow was the 
chief defender of the governor-general. He main- 
tained that Jthe resumption of the Jaghiers, on the 
part of the nabob, was a measure of sound policy; 
that the steps taken by Mr. Hastings to contpel that 
prince to execute a scheme which, though it was ori- 
ginally proposed by himself, be was afterwards un* 
willing to enforce, were meritorious rather than cri- 
minal; and that his consent to the seizure of the 
treasures involved no criminality, as they were public 
property. The Lord-Chancellor condemned the con- 
cern of Mr. Hastings in those measures, and denied 
that the begums or their eunuchs had been guilty of 
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rebellioQS acts. Lord Thurlow entered very fully 
into the charge respecting presents, controverting the 
statements and conclusions of the managers. The 
chancellor also differed from the prosecotors with re- 
gard to the early presents, but agreed with them in 
the subsequent part of the charge. The Archbishop 
of York ridiculed this branch of accusation as frivo- 
lous, and lamented the ill return made for the splendid 
services of Mr. Hastings. The article of contracts 
did not appear to Lord Thurlow in that criminal 
light in which the managers viewed it; and the 
Bishop of Rochester, though he thought there was 
something objectionable in the opium contract, did 
not consider that point, or any other part of this 
charge, as crimins^l ; but the chancellor contended, 
that, in most of the contracts and agencies, Mr. 
Hastings had been profuse and improvident, and was 
also guilty of disobedience to the express orders of 
the directors. After some debates on the mode of 
proceeding, it was resolved that the question should 
be separately put on sixteen points. The greatest 
number of Peers who voted the defendant giiilty in 
any one respect, did not exceed six : the votes of in- 
nocence, in some of the charges, were twenty-six; 
in others, twenty-three; in one, nineteen. The 
chancellor intimated the decision of the court to Mr. 
Hastings, on the 23d of April, 1795, who received it 
in silence, bowed, and retired from the bar. 

The propriety of this sentence was chiefly disputed 
by the advocates of strict justice. The public in ge- 
neral, entertaining less rigid notions, seemed to be ' 
pleased with the acquittal of one vvho had suffered 
so long an arraignment, yet had conducted the affairs 
of his government with spirit and success, and who, 
though he had not always regarded the duties of 

VOI-. 111. I- 



78 mSTORY OF BNGLAKB. [1795. 

moraiity, the dictates of virtuous policy, or the sen^ 
timents of humanity and moderation, had promoted 
the interests of his employers, secured their authority, 
and established their dominion. The East India 
Company paid Mr. Hastings the costs of his trial, 
amounting to upwards of 70,000/., and likewise con* 
ferred upon him a pecuniary donation. 

Parliament was prorogued on the 27th of June^ by 
a speech from the throne, which breathed the air of 
pacification, and declared it impossible to contem* 
plate the internal situation of the enemy with whom 
we were contending, without indulging a ho)>e that 
the present circumstances of France might, in their 
eflPects, hasteA the return of such a state of order, and 
regular government, as might be capable of maintain- 
ing the, accustomed relations of peace and amity. 

The French navy being extremely reduced by the 
disasters of the war, the naval transactions of the pre* 
sent summer were of comparatively slight import. 
In March, an engagement took place in the Medi- 
terranean, between two squadrons, nearly equal in 
force ; the English commanded by Admiral Hotham, 
and the French by Richery, the latter of which was 
conveying a large body of troops to Corsica, for the 
re-captore of that island. The Ca-Ira of 80, and 
the Censeur of 74 guns, struck to the English flag : 
on the other hand, the French captured the Ber- 
wick, of 74 guns, going out singly to join the fleet; 
and the Illustrious, of the same rate, being much 
damaged in the fight, was driven on shore, and lost 
near Avenza. Soon after this, another partial action 
took place nes^r St. Fiorenzo, and the Alcide, a 
French ship of the line, struck her colours; but, 
from some fatal accident, blew up before she could 
be taken possession of by the English. The skilful 
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retreat of Admiral Oornwallisy with a small squadron 
of five ships of the line, from a far superior force, is 
entitled to mention. On the 16th of June, near the 
Penmarksy the Phaeton frigate made a signal for an 
enemy's fleet, consisting of thirteen line-of-battle 
ships. At nine the next-morning*, the French began 
the attack, which was vigorously repelled by the 
English, who kept up a running fight the whole day, 
without suffering the enemy to gain the least ad- 
rantage. At length, by throwing out signals as if 
to another British fleet in sight, the assailants were 
induced to sheer off. On the 23rd of the same month, 
however, off Port L'Orient, the French squadron 
actually fell in with another fleet, under Lord Brid- 
port, which captured three of them, the rest of the 
squadron only escaping into L'Orient by keeping 
close in shore. On the other hand, the French 
made, in the month of October, a capture of thirty 
merchantmen from the Mediterranean and Levant, 
with a ship of the line, constituting part of the con^ 
voy. They also made prize of .part of a Jamaica 
fleet; and, indeed, both in this and the preceding 
year, the British trade suffered immensely from their 
attacks, while their own declining commerce pre« 
rented few objects of reprisal for our cruisers and 
privateers. 

Notwithstanding their disparity of naval force, the 
French, after recovering the whole of Guadaloupe, 
attacked, with success, the fort of Tiburon, in St. 
Domingo, and made themselves mastern^ of St. 
Eustatius. St. Lucia, after a violent and bloody 
conflict, was reluctantly cTacuated by the Governor- 
General, Stewart ; and Grenada, Dominico, and St. 
Tincent's, were preserved with great difiiculty. 
Of those whom the i^word spared^ many were takeii 
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oflf by the ravag^es of the yellow fever. In Jamaica, 
a blooily and cruel war long subsisted with the Ma- 
roonS; a hostile and dangerous tribe, who, on the 
surrender of the island by the Spaniards to the 
English, refused to submit to the latter, and had 
since occupied the mountainous part of the country. 
After many conflicts, in which they were nearly ex- 
terminatedy those who remained consented to be 
removed to Canada, 4ivhere a portion of land was 
allotted to them. 

Though the French had been very succossful oa 
the continent, they were by no means unwilling to 
diminish, by negociation, the numbet* of their cue- 
mie^. They courted the King of Prussia into for- 
bearance, and persuaded him that his safejty and 
interest required peape. Having annexed two great 
^ comn^ercjal cities, Dantzic and Thorn, together with 
some of the most fertile provinces of Poland, to his 
dominions, and despairing of the subversion of the 
French republic, that prince seceded from the con- 
federacy, and concluded a treaty, on the 5th of 
April, by which he relinquished his possessions on the 
left bank of the Rhine. By another agreement, he 
secured the neutrality, and provided for the peace,, of 
the north of Germany. The King of Spain was also 
induced to agree to a pacification with the victorious 
republic. In the former part of the year, the French 
met with great success over the troops of the Spanish 
i^ionarch, and threatened him not only with the loss 
of considerable provinces, but with the propagation 
of revolutionary doctrines among his people. To 
avert these dangers, the King of Spain purchased 
peace by the resignation of that part of the island of 
St. Domingo which the Spaniards had possessed 
ever since the time of Columbus. Even the Elector 
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of Hanover, though he remained the most active 

member of the confederacy iu his capacity of King of 

Great Britain, nevertheless ordered a treaty of peac« 

to be signed with the French, as far as related to the 

electorate; as did also the Landgrave of Hesse Cas^ 

seL The grand Duke of Tuscany, brother of the 

emperor, and first of all the potentates who had 

jpined the coalition, was likewise induced to recog-. 

nise the French republic ; and through the interven-. 

tion of his minister. Count Carletti, he concluded at 

Paris a separate treaty of peace with the Convea-* 

tion, and resumed openly his original system of nea- 

trality. The Regent of Sweden, following the pacific 

policy of the grand duke, sent the Baron de Stael to 

Paris, to assure the French nation of the friendship 

entertained for them by the court of Stockholm. 

As soon as Robespierre and his party had received 
the punishment due to their crimes, an entire change, 
took place in the conduct of the civil war in La. 
Vendee. After some preliminary negociations in the 
beginning of February, Charette and the principal 
chiefs of his army on behalf of the Vendeans, and 
General Comartin on the part of the Ghouans, pub* 
licly signified their intention to deliver up their arms* 
and magazines, and to live' for the future in sub*/ 
jection to the existing government. Conferences 
were- opened at a farm house near Nantes, between : 
the insurgent chiefs and the deputies from the Con- 
vention ; and on the 7th of March a treaty of peace* 
was concluded, signed^ and ratified, at Nantes. The 
hopes, however, that this peace would be perma- 
nent, were soon proved to be delusive. The i*epub- 
lican government, on the plea of bad faith, refused 
to advance the sums stipulated by a treaty of the 7th 
of March; and several of the chiefs having been 
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arrested for bplding a traitorous correspondence with 
the English government^ the country was again in 
arms early in June, under the command of Cbarette 
and Stofflet. The British government, however, 
appeared unwilling to adopt any decisive plan of 
operations on the French coast, and determined to 
let the Royalists act for themselves, v^ith such assii»t- 
ance of arms and motiey as England could afford. 
Agreeably to this decision*, a small armament Was 
prepared in the month of June: it consisted of all 
{he emigrant nobility then in England, who had en* 
listed in their service, with more zeal than prudence, 
a number of French prisoners of war, who were Re* 
publicans in heart, and who only wanted an opportu* 
nity to return to their native country. The whole 
formed a body of about 3000 men, who were landed 
on a peninsula in the Bay of Quiberon, on the south- 
ern coast of Britany, on the 27th of J une. Here 
they attacked a fort defended by 8000 Republicans, 
which they speedily reduced; and were, in a few 
days, joined by a body of Chouans, who increased 
their numbers to 12,000. In order to confine the 
Royalists to the contracted space 6f the peninsula 
which they occupied, their opponents erected three 
forts at the neck of it. These the former attacked 
on the night of the 15th of July, and carried two of 
them; but, heing excessirely galled by a masked 
battery, dn their approach to the third, they were 
compelled to retreat; and wei'e indebted for their 
Mfety to the seasonable fire from the British ships. 
The failure of this attempt produced dissensions 
among the Royalists, which were reported, with 
great exaggerations, no doubt, to the Republican 
general, Hoche, by those French prisoners who had 
been enlisted in England, and who now . deserted. 



' 



179d.] GEORGE THE THIRD. 93 

Throogii the treachery of these miscreants^ Hoche 
obtained the watch-word of the Royalists, whose 
camp he surpris^'d in the night of the 20th of July, 
and took or slew ttie greater part of them. The 
young Count de Sombreuil, however, at the bead of 
a gallant body of emigrants, continued to make such 
a desperate resistailce, that Hoche was induced to 
enter into a capitulation with them, by which they 
were to be treated ai^ prisoners of war, and their per- 
sonal safety insured. AU the stores, ammunition, 
and baggage, fell into the hands of the enemy* 
Thus ended this abortive attempt, in which some of 
the best blood of ancient France was shed. Som- 
breuil, and his gallant associates, were, by a most 
scandak>us breach of faith, tried, condemned, ami 
executed, as traitors: 187 Royalists, including the 
Bishop. of Dol, and several of his clergy, who had 
accompanied the expedition, were murdered in oold 
-blood on this occasion. The British squadron 
hovered on the coast for some time, and haying 
failed in the attempt to take the island of Noirmou- 
tier, succeeded in gaining possession of Isle Dieu, 
which they fortified. 

The two parties who had combined to Qverthrow 
the tyranny of Robespierre, soon showed that they 
could not exist together; and on the 2nd of March, 
«a report was presented to the Convention, in W:hich 
Barr^re, Collot D'Herbois, and Bit laud Varenne«, 
were accused of having participated in the enormi- 
ties of Robespierre, and after undergoing the usual 
form of trial, it was decreed, that they should be 
transported to Guiana. The proceedings agaiusi 
these deputies, united with the pressure of faming, 
which at that moment was felt with peculiar severity, 
oocasioned i^n insurrection in Paris, which broke out 
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on tbe 1st of April, and was not suppressed till the 
following day. The trial of Fouquier Tin ville, and 
of the ex-judges and jurors of the revolutionary tri- 
bunal during the reign of terror, followed, and 
having^ been convicted of the maladministration of 
public justice, and of having perverted the law to 
purposes of judicial murder, Tinville, and fifteen 
others, were executed on the morning of the 9th of 
May. Another insurrection took place in Paris, on 
the 20th of May, when the rallying exclamation was, 
•*' Bread, and the constitution of 1793.^' This was 
followed by insurrections in the departments, but 
they were all at length suppressed. 
\ On llie 9th of Jur^, the infant Capet, only son of 
the late unfortunate Louis the Sixteenth, terminated 
bis (Sufferings in the prison of the Temple, where he 
had been confined from the fatal autumn of 1792. 
On this event, the Committee of Public Safety pro- 
\ posed the exchange of his sister, who remained a pri- 
soner in the Temple, for the deputies Semonville and 
Maret, who had been .delivered up to Austria by 
Dumouriez, which was, after some delay, acceded to. 
The Count de Provence, the legitimate heir to the 
throne of the Bourbons, was now styled Louis the 
Eighteenth, 

The plan of a new constitution was drawn up by a 
committee appointed for that purpose, and on the 
23rd of August declared complete. The legislative 
power was vested in two councils, the one consisting 
of 600, and the other of 250.membersi, to the former 
of which, styled the . Legislative Council, belonged 
the proposing, and to the latter, the Senate, or Coun- 
*cil of Elders, the confirming of laws. The executive 
power was delegated to a directory of five persons. 
On this constitution two decrees were engrafted, 
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which, in their cooisequences, planned the metrop^is 
of Fraitce into another of those scenes of horror that, 
had so often been exhibited during the revolution ; 
by the first of these decrees, passed on the 5tb Fruc* 
tidor, (August tfie 22d,) it was epacted, that the 
elective bodies should, in appointing the deputies to 
the legislative body, choose two-thirds from among 
the nnembers of the present convention ; and by the 
second, that in default of such election, the Conven« 
tion should fill up the vacancies themselves. The 
forty<«ight sections of Paris, while they unanimoudy 
accepted the constitutional act, firmly rejected tlie 
law for the re-election of the two-thirds, . and pro- 
ceeded to acts of open hostility. On the 4th of Octo- 
ber, the sections, having drawn ouf their force% 
marched them to the hall of the . Convention, and a 
sanguinary battle took place in the streets. The 
command of the troops was coiifided to Barras by 
the Convention ; and on this occasion Napoleon Boo* 
naparte first distinguished himself as a commander, 
on that stage on which he afterwards became so 
prominent an actor; the different avenues of the. 
Thuilleries being planted with cannon, great slaogln 
ter was oiade among the insurgents, who were driven 
from all their posts, with the loss of about 8U0 men ; 
and the Convention, now triumphant, declared' the 
majority of votes in the departments in favour of the 
law of Fructidor. The labours of the Contention 
were>n!QW drawing to a close : on the 30th of 'Sep- 
tember, they solemnly decreed the incorporation of 
all the countries whi<^ the house of Austria, pre- 
viously to the war, had possessed on the French side 
of the Rhine, with the republic of France :j on the 
37th of October, it was decreed, thai the punish- 
menl of death should b# abolished ajt the peace^ and 
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a gmerftl ammerty grtinieA ; and tbe president then 
rtsing*, said, " Tbe Convention is dissolved !" The 
members of the new legisktore proceeded to the 
choice of the directory, and the election fell upon 
men tiot distingaished as favourites of the people^ 
biit most of whom bore characters free from reproach. 
At the head of the list stood Reveillere Lepanx, a 
lawyer by profession, and of the Gironde party : the 
next was Reubel, a moderate m>any also an attorney ; 
Letourneur de la Manche, an officer of engineers^ 
and rather more attached to the Mountain than tbe 
Plain, was the third : the fom*th was Barras, formerly 
a viscounty a soldier by profession, and a man of 
pleasure in habits: Sieyes^ the ^btle statesman, was 
at first nominated as the fifth, bdt he saw too cleai^ly 
the difficulties^^ of tlie constitution ; and Camot, a 
iliember of the Committee of Safety under Bobeis^ 
pjerre^ but who had attended almost exclusively to 
the business of the military department, and of whom 
it was. saidy ** that he organized victory, and ren- 
dered her permanent," filled: «p the number. ThaS' 
coTistitntedy the new government, in all its depart- 
ments, etitered upon tbe active exercise of its func* 
tions, and the palace of the- Luxemburg was ap^ 
pointed for the residence of tbe executive power. 
. It has been already seen, that the English army» 
after the abandonment of Nimeguer^ took the route 
of Arnheim and Deventer; under the command of 
General Sir Ralph Abercrombie. They readied the 
Isffit of these places at the end of January, closely 
pursued by a far superior force. In their retreat they 
sfiffered incredible hardships, the partial thaws which 
t^ok place obliging the soldiers to wade thfough tor- 
r£ittts of mtid and Water; After a very i^hot*t hali at 
QevcQier, the army moved again towards the Oter- 
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man fixmtier; an^ on the 12th of February, they 
cros9ed4b6 Ems at Rheine, inacb harassied by the 
adtanced parties of the enemy. At Groniogen the 
division commanded by Lord Cathcart was refused 
admission ; but after a long series of disasters, tbe 
shattered remains of thi^ fine body of troops, supl 
posed, at their departure from England, to amouojt 
to 3i»,000 men, now reduced to about a fifth part of 
ibat number, reached the city of Bremen on tbe 27th 
and 28th of Marcb^ and soon afterwards embarked 
on board the transports lying ready to receive tbetii 
m tbe Elbe^ for England. 

The allied powers were not in a situation to t^ke 
the field till the month of May ; and it was not ti^ 
the 7th of June, that the fortress of Luxemburg was 
attacked by the French troops. After its surrender^ 
nothing seemed wanting to complete the glory of thf 
French arms, and to secure their recenta^qisitio^Ub 
but the subjection of MentE, which had now beep 
fruitlessly besieged for several months, the Aqstrian9, 
commanded by Generals Clairfait and Wurmser,. 
maintaining an uninterrupted intercourse fvith the 
frarrison, from Cassel, on . the opposite bank. |t 
being at length perceived that tbe city oould.not be 
reduced until a perfiact injvestoient was formed^ a 
large body of the Franch troops, under Jourdaa, 
passed the Rhine at Dusseldorf, which surrendered 
without resistance, ike Aostrians retiring to a strong 
position on the Lahn. Another body, coibaianded 
by Ficbegru, effected . the passage of the river at 
Ikfanbeim, pf which tity they took i immediate pos- 
session, on terms very favonraUe to the inhabitants. 
The investment of Mentz was now a^t last fiecoi^ 
plished, and a confident hope was <entertainejdi of its 
.speedy capitulatiGn ; but a division of Picfa^tu's 
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annyf being ordered to the attack of a po»t necessary 
to prevent the junction of the forces of Ciairfait and 
Wurmser^ now marching to the relief of Mentz^ 
was overpowered, and compelled to retreat with 
precipitation to Manheim ; and Joardan, tbas de- 
prived of the expected co-operation of Fichegru, 
found his position no longer tenable. The Austrians 
also had taken part of bis heavy artillery } Jourdan 
was therefore obliged to raise the siege, and heVe* 
passed the Jlhine at Dus!»eldorf, much harassed by 
Ciairfait in his retreats The Austrians even pursued 
the enemy acrot^s the river, and beat up the quarters 
of the French, spreading terror over the country as 
far as Luxemburg. General Wurmser, on the other 

* aide, proceeded to the attack of Manheim. He im«- 
mediately began a bombardment, which in a short 
time destroyed the principal buildings of that beauti- 
ful city, reducing it to a scene of desolation; and 
the garrison surrendered themselves prisoners of wan 
-The campaign was at length terminated by an ar- 

•mistice of three months. 

The French having entered into an offensive aad 
defensive alliance with Holland, a proclamation was 
issued, on the i9th of January, containing peremp^ 
tory orders to seize whatever Dutch vessels were 
found in the ports of Great Britain j in consequence 
of which, five ships of war were secured, lying in 
Plymouth Sound, nine East Indiamen, and about 
jiixty sail of other vessels. On the 9th of February, 
« third proclamation was published, authorizing the 
capture of all Dutch ships and property ; and letters 
of marque and reprisal were also, after an interval of 
some months, granted ; so that war against Holland 
was^virtually declared ; and, before the end of the 
summer, the famous settlement of the Cape of Good 
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Hop^ sarfendered wHb little resistance. Th^ con* 
dact of the expedition was intrusted to Vice- Admiral 
Sir George . Keith Elphinstone, and General Sir 
Alnred Clarke. On the 14th of July, a landing was 
effected at Simons-Town, and possession obtained of 
that place, which bad been previously evacuated, 
with the supposed intention of being burnt. The 
troops advancing towards the Cape-Town, carried 
the strong post of Maysenberg, when General Craig 
waited for a reinforcement from St. Salvador. After 
some weeks of inaction, an attempt to surprise the 
most considerable of the out-posts failed ; and, though 
the English repelled a fierce attack, their efforts did 
not deter their adversaries from preparing for a gene- 
ral engagement. At this crisis, the appearance of 
the expected reinforcement checked the eagerness of 
the enemy ; the governor proposed a cessation of hos- 
tilities; and terms of capitulation were adjusted on 
the 16th of September, by which it was agreed, that 
the troops in garrison should be prisoners of war, 
and that the prope^rty of the Dutch East India Com- 
pany should be delivered up to the captors of the set- 
tlement ; but private possessions and civil rights were 
left inviolate. In the course of the year, also, divers 
of the Dutch East Indian colonies fell into the hands 
of the English : amongst the rest, in August, Trin- 
comal^ ; and, soon afterwards, Colombo, and the 
-<>ther Dutch settlements in the Isle of Ceylon. In 
October following, Malacca, situated on the penin- 
sula of that name, and Chinsora, in the Bay of Ben- 
gal > also, about the same time. Cochin, valuable for 
its harbour, on the coast of Malabar. 

For some time before the Prussian monarch finally 
withdrew from the contest with France, he had been 
evidently desirous of directing his whole attention to 
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Folamij and of sei^urHig to bitmelf ^ large tbare in 
the (»rajected partition <rif the reipaiuder of that un-* 
fortunate counitry, Russia hailing fceen more actively 
engaged in sbeddiog the blood of the patriots, and 
destroyisg their liberties. The Empress Gatherinet 
persisting in her plan of being effective sovereign of 
the coqntry, compelled th$ unhappy Poles to repeal 
all those laws^ and to annul all those regulations^ 
which were calculated to insure their independence 
and happiness. I.t was not possible that a people^ 
who knew the value of freedoni, and who possessed 
the spirit of men, could long endure a state of suqb 
intolerable bondage, without ntaking some effort to 
relieve themselves from these disgraceful shackles j 
and during these struggles, Kosciusko appeared on 
the public stage : he was a soldier of fortune, accus*^ 
lomed to revolutions, active, energetic, full of re- 
fiources^ and ardently attached %o his native country. 
Having collected a large body of people, early in 
.1794,; be gained many advantages over the Prussians 
and Austrians, and restored the constitution which 
Catherine had suppreasejd. At this time, 15,000 
Butsians were in the capital, who endeavoured, on 
ifae sipproach of Kosciusko, .to make themselves mas* 
^rs of tbe arsenal, but they were successfully oppofsed 
Jby the. armed citia^ens, and driven out ,of the caty, 
after a desperate engagement. In May, the Polish 
Army amounted to nearly 70,000 men, exclusive of a 
numeroos and warlike peasantry, but this fonce ivas 
4iispersed in diflerent bodies throughout the wide .^x*- 
tait of Poland and Lithuania, and tbe vast armies of 
the powers allied for their detraction were advancing 
upon them with rapid steps* The King of Prussia 
now entered Poland with a powerful army, hud siege 
to Cracow, which surrendered on the 1 5th of Jan«, 
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and, having collected all the l^ossians in the neigh* 
boorhood of Warsaw, formed the siege of the capital 
the speedy redaction of whic& he regarded as a mat^ 
ter of certainty ; KoscinskO) however, fitrained erery 
nerve to collect an adequate force for the frustration 
of his design, and, on the 11th of Jane, ' established 
himself in an advantageous position, in front of the 
city. Here his army received constant reinforce- 
ments, and he was enabled to throw up formidable 
int'renchments, from which he battered the Pmasian 
camp, and, after several weeks, compelled them re* 
lactantly to raise the siege/ on the 5th of September* 
But the triumph of the Pol^s was of short duration : a 
powerful army of Russians now entered their country 
ottiier the command of Sowarrow, the celebrated 
codqoeror of Ismael, bore down all opposition^ and, 
after defeating 6,000 Poles, under Kosciuskio, on the/ 
10th of October, and taking^ their general prisoner, 
advanced against the capital itself. The city bad a' 
garrison of 10,000 men, nrider the Generals Mada- 
linski and Dombrowski, who resolved to de£md it to< 
the last extremity. The assailants^ under Sowarrow, 
aniomited to 60,000; and the Russian generiil de- 
termined to take it by assault. The conflict was> 
sustliined with desperate courage, and unshaken re^ 
selutipn^ for eight hours, when the Russians obtained 
possession of the suburb of Praga, where they com-i 
mitted a dreadful slaughter. The city being now 
incapable of further resistance, a proposal was madei 
to capitnkte. Warsaw was delivered up on the • 
19th. of September; and, before the close of the 
year, the whole country was completely subjugated. 
The Polish monarchy was dissolved ; its territory di^ 
vided between the three neighbouring powers, Ros* 
sia^ Prussia, and Austnai; and its sovereign degraded 
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into a miserable stipendiary of the coort of St. Pe* 
tersbargh. In this instance, the three potentates, 
who had first and most loudly reprobated the outra- 
geous conduct of the French revolutionists, concur- 
red in pursuing a similar line of conduct themselves* 
Witht)ut the smallest provocation, or any colourable 
pretext, they invaded the kingdom of an independ- 
ent poiver, dictated laws to him in his capital, de- 
stroyed the constitution of his country, murdered his 
subjects for their loyalty and patriotism, and, finally, 
hurled him from the throne. An act of greater vio-» 
lence and injustice stains not the annals of guilty 
ambition. 

Early in 1795, Lord Amherst retiring from public 
life, the Duke of York was appointed commander- 
in-chief and field-marshal general of the forces of 
Great Britain ; the Duke of Richmopd was removed 
from his post of Master of the Ordnance, in which 
he was succeeded by Earl, recently created Marquis 
Cornwallis; and Sir William Howe was nominated, 
in the place of the latter nobleman. Governor and 
Lieutenant of the Tower of London. 

At this time, a sjpirit of discontent pervaded the- 
country, and petitions for peace from London, York, 
Norwich, Hull, Manchester, &c. were presented, 
but they were not Kuffioiently general to produce any 
material impression, and their influence was coun- 
teracted by counter-petitions^ expressive of a I'e- 
liance in the wisdom of government, and in their 
readiness io enter upon negociations for peace when- 
ever the proper period should arrive. ^ In July, how- 
evjer, some serious riots, which continued for several 
days, took place in Westminster, arising out of tbe^ 
excesses committed in several critnping houses in 
that i^ity ; and the mob, which evinced a n^arked 
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averaon to the prime minister^ repaired to his home 
in DowQii^-street, where they broke the windows, 
and were proceeding to farther excesses ; but Mr. 
Pitt escap^ by the Park g^te, into the Horse 
Guards^ and the presence of a body of military soon 
restored the public tritiiqiiillity. In the autumn, 
gi^t apprehensions were excited, by larg^e assetn- 
blades of the populace, convened by the Correspond- 
ing Society, which i^ill continued its meetings; and 
oa the 26th of Octebei^, not less tlian 4&J000 pen- 
soos assembled in a field near Copenhagen House* 
IB the vicinity of the metroporta* for the purpose i^ 
voting a number of resolutions^ expresftve of their 
viewa of the measures of government, and a petition, 
playing that the bill recently introduced iato the 
House, for the restriction, or rather the otter pre- 
vention, of popidar assemblies* for the purpose of 
political investigation, might be dismissed, with that 
marked disapprobation it ao jiistly deserved. To 
tbi agitations produced by the. conflicts of ptaties^ 
was now to be added anotlietevil s6U more alarm* 
ing. A scarcity arbfng 4lmo$t to famiue prevatfed 
Arougbout file kingdom. This scarcity was oc«a« 
sioned, in part* at lea^t, by an alarming deficiency 
in the year's crop, which had suffered extremely by 
ioieessimt rains. The state of the nation^ frokn tbeta 
circumstances, appeared so critical^ that iA waa 
judged expedient to assemble Parliament at an eat^ 
liar period than osuaL 

On the 29th of OcAober^ the day fixed &r tha 
meeting, an unusual concourse of people a^iettibled 
in: the park* and as his Majesty passed to the If ouse^ 
violent exdamatioufif wcare bcftrd of ** Peace I Bread! 
No Pitt ! No War ! " The claasour iticreasiiig, atoties 
were thrown at Ae reyal carriage^ aa i4 proceeded 
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through the streets of Westminster; and fnHo a 
house^ near the Abbey, a ballet was supposed to be 
discharged from an air gun, as no noise was heard, 
though something passed through the glass of the 
coach with great force and velocity. On entering 
the House of Bee|rs, his Majesty, in some perturba- 
tion, addressing the Lord-Chancellor, said, ^* My 
lord, I have been shot at.*' The rage of the mis- 
guided populace was not yet exhausted ; for, on his 
return from the House, the King was again assailed 
in the Park ; and to such a pitch did the mob carry 
their resentment, that one party of them attacked 
and nearly demolished the state carriage, as it re- 
turned empty from St. James's, while another at- 
tempted to stop the private carriage of the King, in 
which Jie had seated himself for the purpose of join- 
ing his family at the Queen's house, and even to 
force open the carriage doors. At this critical mo- 
ment, the arrival of a party of the life-guards dis- 
persed the populace, and the King, with great dif- 
ficulty, reached the 'Queen's house. So gross an 
outrage as this had never been offered to any other 
monarch of Great Britain, since the days of Charles 
the First. A reward of 1000/. was immediately 
offered, to be paid on conviction of any person con- 
cerned in this daring and criminal assault; but no 
one who had been guilty of any actual violence was 
ever discovered. The only person brought to 
punishment was Kidd Wake, a journeyman printer, 
^ho Was found to have been among the hissers and, 
disturbers of the King's peace, of which crime he 
was -convicted, and sentenced to five years' solitary 
confinement in the Penitentiary-house at Gloucester, 
and to stand in the pillory. 
\ The outrage committed upon the Sovereign, ex« 
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cited ^reat Consternation in the House of Lords, and 
^s soon as the King^ withdrew, the ministers had a 
short consultation, as to the proper mQde'>df»{>»c4^ed- 
ing on so extraordinary an occasion. It was at length 
determined to postpone the consideration of the speech 
from the throne to the following day, and imme- 
diately to form the House intt> a committee of privi- 
leges. This being done. Lord Grenville apprized 
the Peers of the attack which the King had sustained 
on his way to the House. Some witnesses were next 
examined, who proved, that, after the royal carriage 
had passed the gateway at the Horse Guards, there 
were frequent exclamations of ^^ Down with ^Geiof^e ! 
— No King !" and many stones were thrown at the 
coach by the mob« When all the facts had been 
established, a confer enca was proposed with .the 
Commons, and a joint address was presented to the 
King, in which the two Houses avowed their indig- 
nation and abhorrence at the daring outrage which 
had been offered to his Majesty on his passage to and 
from Parliament, declared that they could not re- 
j9ect, without the utmost concern, that there should 
be found within his dominions, any persons so insen- 
sible of the happiness which all his subjects derived 
from his just and mild government, and of the vir- 
tues which so eminently distinguished the royal cha- 
racter, as to be capable of such flagitious acts ; and 
they expressed their earnest -wishes, in which they 
were confident they should be joined by all descrip- 
tions of his Majesty's subjects, that he would be 
pleased to direct the most effectual measures to be 
taken, without delay, for discovering th6 ai^thors and 
abettors :of crimes so atrocious. The proclamation 
which was inimediately issued, offering a large re- 
ward for the discovery of the authors of the outrage, 
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also statedr that, previously to the opening of Paiv 
liament, a meeting had been holden in the vicinity 
of tfaeirtTieti^poliSy at which infianiniatory speeches 
were delivered, and divers means used to sow dis- 
content, and to excite seditious proceedings ; and it 
required all magistrates) and other well affected sub- 
jects, ta exert themselves in preventing and suppress*- 
ing all unlawful meetings, and the dissemination of 
seditious writings. 

In the speech from the throne, the King expressed 
his satisfaction at the improved state of public affairs, 
arising from the measures which had been adopted 
for ^preventing the invasion of Italy and Germany 
by the French ; the crisis brought about by the pre* 
valence of anarchy at Paris, was represented as likely 
to produce con&fequences highly important to the in* 
terests of Europe. Should that crisis terminate in 
any order of things compatible with the tranquillity 
of other countries, and affording -a reasonable ex- 
pectation of security ^nd permanence in any treaty 
which might be concluded, the appearance of a wish 
to negociate for a general peace, on just and suitable 
terms, would not fsul to be met, by the King, with 
ap earnest desire to give it the fullest and speediert 
effect The spieech notified that treaties of defensive 
^tlUance h^d been concluded with the two Imperial 
courts, and that ^ commercial treaty had been ratb- 
fied with America. The address having fa^n pi^o- 
posed by Lord Dalkeith, Mr. Fox mov^d an amend- 
men|, asserting tbe^ ability of the Freoch governmeut 
to maintain the accustomed relations of peace and 
amity witli other nations, and praying his Majesty 4o 
give directions to his ministets, to offer such terms to 
the French Bepublic, as would be consistent with the 
honour of his Majerty's crown, and with the security 



laml interests of his people. Tbis MBefidneiit was 
negatived^ by a large, majority. 

The &pirU whicb had ^dictated tbe late exoesies 
appeared, to his Majesty's goveroment^ to call .for an 
extension of the treason and sedition laws, and tiro 
bills were, in conseqaenee, brought into Pariianotent ; 
tbe former ^* for the safety and pr^ervation of his 
Majesty's government against treasonable and sedi« 
tioos practices and attempts/' and tbe latter '^ for 
the more eflfectually preventing seditious meetings 
and assemblies." Tliese bills bad for their object 
the restriction of the right hitherto possessed by tbe 
people, of assembling for the purposes of petitioning 
tbe crown and legislature, and of dtscnssing political 
subjects : they materially extended tbe law of high 
treafton, and aggravated tbe punishment of sedition ; 
and were warmly opposed in each step of their pas^ 
sage through both Houses, as violent and unneeefrr 
9iiry encroachments on tbe privileges granted, by the 
constitation, . but were carried by more than the usual 
majority, such was the impression made by the iuf 
temperate proceedings which had taken place. Their 
duration, however, was limited to three years. 

During these stormy discussions, tbe senate wa^ 
not unmindful of the critical state of the country^ 
owning to tbe scarcity of corn. It appeared, from the 
information laid before a committee of the House ap«» 
pointed to inquire into thid subject, that tbe principal 
£Mlure in^ the lat^ harvest had been the crop^ of wheaty 
and a bounty of SO^. per quarter was in consequence 
ordered to be paid on the importalion of wheat filoni 
the Mediterranean; ISs. per quairter on that; fitom 
America; and 5^. per quarter on Indian corn. Billa 
were also introdueed, and passed the two Houses of 
Parliament, for prohibiting the manafacture of stareb 
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from wheat ; for prohibiting the distillation of spirits 
from grain; and for facilitating the cultivation of 
waste lands ; and a considerable number of enclosure 
bills passed the House in the course of this session of 
Parliament. 

On the 4th of November, Lord Arden moved that 
110,000 seamen, including 18,000 marines, should 
be voted for the service of the year 1 706 ; and Mr« 
Windham, on the same occasion, proposed that 
207,000 men should be employed in the land ser- 
vice. These motions being carried, Mr. Pitt brought 
forward, on the 7th of December, a proposal to ne- 
gociate a loan of 18,000,000/., and stated the sum 
of 27,500,000/. to be the estimated expenses of the 
approaching year. 

A message was delivered to the House of Com- 
mons by Mr. Pitt, on the . 8th of December, an- 
nouncing the establishment of such a form of govern- 
ment, in France, as appeared capable of maintaining 
the relations of peace and amity, and expressive of a 
readiness, on the part of the British gavernment, to 
meet any proposal for negociation on the part of the 
enemy, with a desire to give it the speediest effect in 
producing a peace. On the following day, Mr. Pitt 
moved an address, thanking his Majesty for his most 
gracious communication. This address gave rise to a 
debate, in which Mr. Sheridan proposed an amend- 
ment, disclaiming the idea of considering any change 
of government in France as affecting the principle of 
negociation, and praying that a. treaty might imme- 
diately be entered upon. Tliis amendment was said 
to be perfectly consistent with the spirit of the mes* 
sage, which admitted that Great Britain might now 
safely treat : where then could be the objection of 
declaring, that she would treat with France ? To 
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ibis reasoning^, ministers obgerved, that it was highly 
proper and expedient, that the executive government 
should be left unfettered, and the^ amendment was 
negatived without a division. 

' The year 1796 was ushered in by the birth of the 
deeply lamented princess, whose loss, twenty years 
afterwards, excited a greater share of national sor- 
row than any similar event in this reign. Her royal 
highness, the only child of the Prince and Princess 
of Wales> was born on the 7th of January, and bap* 
tized Charlotte, in compliment to her august grand- 
mother, the Queen of England. 

Parliament having assembled, after the Christmas 
recess, Mr. Grey moved, on the 15tluof February, 
an address to the King, praying him to communicate 
to the executive government of France, his readiness 
to meet any disposition to negociate a general peace. 
This motion was resisted on the same grounds as the 
amendment to Mr. Pitt's motion, previously moved 
by Mr. Sheridan, and negatived by a great ma- 
jority. 

On the 18th of April, the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer brought forward a proposition, which was 
agreed to, for a second loan, to the amount of seven , 
millions and a half, in order to take out of the market 
at great proportion of. the paper, constituting the un- 
funded debt. Early in May, motions were made in 
both Houses, for the appointment of committees of 
finance^ to ascertain how far the public expense had 
increased beyond the supplies annually granted by 
Parliament; but these motions were negatived, t)y 
very large majorities. . , 

Qn the 10th of May, an address to the ELing was 
moved, in the Upper, Honse by the Earl pf Guild- 
ford, and in the Lower House by Mr.. Fox, declaring, 
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tlmt tibe daty mcumbent on Parliament no Icmg^er 
perihitted them to dissemble their deliberate opinion, 
that the distress, difficulty, and peril, to which tfaur 
country was then subjected, had arisen from the 
misconduct of the King's ministers, and was likely 
io e&ist and increase as long* as the same principles, 
iirbich had hitherto guided these ministers, »ho«id 
continue to prevail in the eonncils of Great Britain. 
Mr. I^ax enlarged much on ^< that most fatal of ail 
the innnmerable errors of ministers," their rasfafing 
into a ruinono and> unnecessary ^ar, instead of nra- 
diating between France and the allied piiwers. Had 
they, said he, coanselled his^ Majesty to accept the 
grateful office of mediator, it would have added lus« 
tre to the national character, and placed Britain la 
the exalted situation of arbitress of the world. Mr* 
Pitt insisted that his Majesty could not have inter<- 
posed his mediation, without incurring the hazard of 
involving himself in a war with that power wbick 
should have refused his terms. He expatiated on 
the danger arising to all Europe, from the revohi- 
^ tionary decree of the 19tfa of November, and the in- 
jMilt (^ered to this country in particular, in the en-* 
coaragement given to the seditious and treasmiable 
addresses pr-esented to the. Convention^ by whom* fbe 
bearers of tbelti were cherished, applauded, and ea*'*^ 
fussed I and while the negociatioiis were yet pend- 
ing, war was actually declared by Frattee; that 
cmmtry, therefote, and not Englaitd^ was the ag^ 
gressor. This nation bad no alternative;' and ^fter 
a war of more than three years«-*a war approved asid 
sanctioned by that House, by repeated votes and de- 
clarations— )4i war justifiable on every principle of 
morality,' sind essential to^ the very existence of oar 
conktitdttdii/ would the Hoase now acknowledfe 
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themMlves in a delasion? Woold they suhmit to 
the hainiliating degradation of falsely . arraigning 
tiiemselveSi and of passing on theirown acts a sen- 
tence of condemnation ? It was a war of which the 
necessity and policy were manifest ; and if the conn* 
try should at any time suffer a disastrous reyerae of 
fortune, he would exhort them not to yield to a 
temporary pressure; but, on the cobtrary, to re- 
double their efforts, in order to surmount their diffi- 
cnlties, and finally to obtain safe aud honourable 
conditions of peace. Nor, on the other hand, if suc- 
cess were gained, should the prospect of obtaining 
more and further advantages be relinquished, by a 
premature readiness to make peace. These arguments 
were deemed conclusive, and the motions of both Mr. 
Fox and Lord Guildford were lost by. immense majori- 
ties. The public business being now concluded, his 
Majesty terminated the session of Parliament on the 
l9di of May, with a speech from the throne, expres- 
sive of the highest approbation of the uniform wisdom, 
temper, and firmness, which had appeared in alt 
their proceedings, since their first meeting in that 
place; and on the following d|ty the Parliament was 
by proclamation. 



CHAPTEK XXI. 

The campaign of 1796 was distinguished by the 
most extraordinary and important events. The pre- 
vious operations on the Rhine having terminated 
favourably to the Austrians, the French government 
deteirminiMi to make a powerful diversion in Italy, 
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under the command of Buonaparte, in whicb the Re-» 
publican ardas were eminently successful, . In the 
month of April, he entered the territory of the 
Genoese republic, and quickly evinced, on. different 
occasionts, those extraordinary talents for war, which 
afterwards elevated: him to the summit of power andr 
fame. Soon after the campaign opened^ BuonaA 
pai'te fonnd himself at the head of more than 60,000 
men, 45^,000 of iffhich were under his immediate 
command; and Kellerman, > who headed the army of 
the Alps, as it was called, had 35,000, The Aus^ 
trian army, under General Beaulieu, comprised 
about 35,000 effective men, including a Neapolitan 
corps of about 7000 : therPiedmontese army, com- 
manded by the Austrian General Colli, amounted 
to 20,000, and. was employed in defending the diflfer-^ 
ent approaches to Piedmont; and the Due d'Aosta was 
stationed in Savoy, with 15,000 mein, to watch Kellerr 
man. In the space of fi.ve days Buonaparte, with the 
aid of Berthier and Massena, guiued three victories.; 
Mondovi and other towns were reduced by hisactivei 
troops; ^d the King of Sardinia was sa discQQ-» 
raged, that, to' procure a cessation of hostilities, he 
delivered up some of his principal fortresses^ to tbe 
victorious army. . A peace was~ soon concluded be- 
tween him and the French, to whom he ceded the 
Duchy of Savoy and County of Nice for ever. Ad- 
vancing to Lodi, on the 10th of May, the French 
encountered General Beaulieu; but they were op- 
posed by such strenuous efforts, and so tremendous a 
fire, that victory seemed to promise- itself to the Aus- 
trian battalions. At length, however, after a most 
sanguinary conflict, the bridge was foreed^ and the 
Republican army bore down all before it. Tbe^suc- 
cess of this action, commenced in o[>position to all 
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the rales of tactics, by n6 means justified the attempt. 
WbeD the first column had advanced half way across 
the Bridge^ a single discharge of the Austrian artil- 
lery mowed . down 700 men; and the dapl^ness in 
which the smoke enveloped the French, alone ena- 
bled'tbenfi to gain the opposite extremity. It is the 
undoubted duty of a cotnmander to -expose his troops 
to the least possible vdanger^ sind the necessity of 
crossing the Adda at Lodi, when it might h^ve been 
' effected at some other point, does not appear suffi- 
ciently imperative to rescue Buonaparte fitom the 
imputation of' having wantonly sacrificed tb& lires 6f 
biknten. 'By this victory he g'd^ned possession of 
the. greateir part of the Milan^e; and, ttfter having 
qaeHed an iiMnirrectioti* of t^e new {subjects ^'France 
at Pavia, he entered the ectlesiastical states, 'and 
took jpossession of Bologna, Urbino, and iFefrrat^'; 
AlaMrtned in the highest decree at the adtancei of 'ait 
encrmy; now become formidable to aM Italy,' botfi 
the !Pope and tbe^King oif Ns^ples sued (br an armis- 
tice, which was grarited to ftid Sicilian Miyesty^ onr 
the easy condllik>n «f wiflidrdWing ftll assi^ance frbtti 
thi^ allied army ; but the Pope was i^blig^d n6t m^ref^ 
tok0ite:ti>ithiB French tfat^^liowiishlfe^ iii their pos- 
session, bufc W add to^ thi^r nu^nybei* tft^ 6iily 'ir^d'f&j%i 
irefs of oAncooa, on ^tbe Adriatic, t6giMhef M\Xi !fit 
c<intHiMiitidn oi^l\03IS^m^\rii^<t9^^^\v^^ 
a^^peseiilt of: lOO fktuves(n!rta^tu^s;,'4^^^ 
toitue sdkcted by i5oi>ip«t(dni' jttdg<^^ df tlft!^ a^rW, fttifti 
the galterie^i at Romei W aflo^rt the 'intfeed^^^ 
Frani'e. - ;Slinilsttf- termfe wfere'^alsd'«iljtaeted'^ fr6m ilie 
»HkOT-pf phTOa aft*iM<idenW. -• »^ tie iJ6[eb tff 
Jiiiie, ft detachment of fl^gtuibtrciapij tbok possessioii 
of Ik^ghorn^> though belonging to^^a! ritetrtrar poiVer, 
on !pretekt of dislodging^uhe English, the whole of 
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ivliose property found in that city was confiscated to 
the use of the republic; the factory, however, had re-- 
moved the greater part of their effects to the Isle of 
Elba. The Austrians being pursued by the French 
> into the Venetian territory, the senate, whose policy 
it had always been to pay tbe'greatest deference to 
power, after manifesting a partiality to the caufte 
of the allies, found it necessary to bend before the 
genius of the Gallic^ democracy, and the Count de 
l^rovence, (Louis the Eighteenth,) who had taken 
refuge in their *l!erritory, was desired to withdraw 
therefrom. 

General Beaulieu, incompetent to withstand the 
enemy, resigned the command of his army, which 
was conferred on Field-mjeirshal Wurmser, a warrior 
who, in bis eightieth year, combined alL the energy 
and ardour of youth with the experience of age. 
Having collected the shattered remains of BeauKeii's 
army, and strengthened them with large reinforce* 
mei^ts, he crossed the Adige towards the end* of 
July, and obliged the French- to raise the siege of 
Mantua* On t|ie 5th of August, the two armies 
came in conflict, and the battle* was Continuec} for 
several successive days, but victory it length de* 
clared in favour of the Frl^nch generate dnd Wurm- 
ser was obliged to take refuge in Manuta. . The empe* 
fpr immediately assembled another arniy, at the* head 
of which was placed Ahiii)zi» a member of the aalic 
council, who commence his operations with some 
f Qccess, at the head of 50>000 men, expecting^ to be 
able to form a Junction with the army of the T^rol, 
and raise the Uodkade of TMantua ; but his progress 
was intercepted by BuoMpa'rte, who, cn^sstng the 
Adige on the 14th of N^^vember, advanced to the 
village of Arcole, a position equally strengthened by 
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nature and art, and, « after a most obstinate and 
bloody conflict, which lasted three days, was at 
length 8uccefl!3fal, through the stratagem, before 
practised, of taking the enemy in the rear. In the 
mean time, the left wing of the French army had 
been forced by Greneral Davidowich, who advanced 
within eight leagoes of Mantua; but Buonaparte, 
taking advantage of his late victory, ordered General 
Massena to repass the Adige, and attack the success- 
ful division, which was forced to retire behind the 
Arisio, on the 22d of November, while Alvinzi took 
refuge on the other side of the Brenta, after losing 
6000 men in killed and wounded, eighteen pieces of 
cannon, and four standards. Thus ended one of the 
most memorable campaigns recorded in history. 

On the Rhine the command of the French armies 
was conferred on Jourdan and Moreao. Three 
battles won successively at Renchen, Rastadt, and 
Etlingen, not only enabled the invaders to gain pos^ 
session of the passes of the Black Forest, but toinvest 
Mentz, Manheim, Phillipsburg, and Ehrenbreitsteio, 
at the same time. The engagement at Etiingeo, where 
the Archduke Charles, brother of the emperor, a gallant 
and popular prince, now at the head of the Austrian ar- 
my, ccintended against Moreau in person, was long and 
obstinate, and when at length the Austrians were forded 
to retire,; it was rather before t(ie enthusiasm than the 
superior skill of their adversaries. In his victorious 
career, Moreau forced the Elector of Bavaria, the 
Duke of Wurtembnrg, and the Margrave of Badep, 
to sue for peace; while Jourdan, seizing on Nurem* 
bergf Ingoldstadt, and Amberg, menaced Austria 
on his right, as welLas Bohemia in his front. The 
retreat of the imperial forces in Germany was eon- 
temporary with the dreadful losses which they were, 
sustaining from Baonaparte in Italy ; but ' their 
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strengtbi though overpowered, was not broken. 
The Archduke Charles, having received eonsider- 
able supplies, determined to throw himself between 
the invaders and Ratisbon ; but before , his arrival, 
the army of Wartensleben had fought a successful 
battle, and driven the French from the heights be- 
fore Amberg. On the 22d of August^ the archduki^ 
arrived in person, and after defeating the enemy un- 
der Bernadotte, drove them back to Newmark. 
Jourdan, finding his left wrng and rear thus exposed 
to a superior force, was driven as far as Wtirtzborg, 
where they were again overtaken, and b^ng once 
more defeated, they were seized with a panic, and 
immediately disbanded. ^ 

The conquests of Moreau were now become use- 
less, in consequence of the defeat of Jourdan. The 
former, after conducting his victorious troops from 
ibe banks of the Rhine,* to those of the Danube and 
the Isere, and proving successful in no lei^sthfto five 
pitched battles, ^as now obliged to comwlehie- his^ 
celebrated retreat, which he executed with great 
sbill ^iid extraordinary judgnlient. • Having coiii-- 
pletely deceived the Austrians relative to the miite 
he' intended to lake, he crossed liie Lech, on. th^ 
llth.^if Septembisi*^ and retired in an 'orderly df>^n'-' 
lier^ defeating dl the Austrian' bor^ whieh aCtemprted 
to oppose' him.- On the 1st of October, finding liitiiJ 
self closely pursued, he attacked €tenetal' 'Latcfuf, 
whom> after a long and bloody action, he totally d^-^ 
fdatedl Having at 4ength forced the "passes of tli^ 
Black Forest, and penetrated through a defile called 
the Valley of Mell,- the lijime of which sifitflGhcientty 
expresses the nature of the country, Moreau, at thef 
head of an army fatigued by the length of iti march 
trough a hostile country of more than 300 miles in 
extent, destitute of shoes, and rendered sickly by 
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continual rains, passed the Rhine at Huniog^n 
without molestation, and returned to Strasburg, the 
point whence he set out, on the 26th of October, 
leaving a strong garrison in Kehl, which, after a 
brave resistance, surrendered to the archduke. 

In La Vendue, the domestic disturbances which had 
solong impeded theforeign exertions of the new repub- 
lic, were early this year entirely overcome. Stoiflet, 
the insurgent leader, who in. the course of two years 
had defeated his opponents in more than a hundred 
actions^ was surprised and taken by two republican 
office^rs, in the village of Langreniere, and executed 
at Angers on the 23d of February. The Yendeans 
and Chouans still, however, remaining attached to 
the cause of royalty, Gharette continued to embrace 
every opportunity of annoyance, until, at length, 
being totally defeated, and his followers completely 
dispersed, after wandering some time in the disguise 
of a peasant, he was discovered and taken, and, on 
the 28th of April, executed at Nantes. On the fall 
of these chiefs, all the insurgent departments readily 
submitted, and Hoche, who at Quiberon had ac- 
quired some distinction as a warrior, was empowered 
by the. directory to adopt lenient methods for bring- 
ing over the remaining malcontents, and hailed as 
the pacificator of La Vendue. 

The conquests of the French in Europe, did not 
prevent the English from persevering in their inten- 
tion to capture all their remaining colonies, as well 
a.s tliose of their allies, between the tropics; and they, 
were now. enabled, by their strength, to obtain suc- 
cesses in that quarter unknown in any former period 
of the war. The mortality which had occurred 
among our troops in. the West Indies, and the alarm- 
ing accounts that were received of the exploits and 
intrigues of Victor Hwgues, rendered a new army 
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absolutely necessary in that quarter. A naval force, 
with several regiments on board, was therefore pre- . 
pared to act against the West Indian colonies of 
Holland; and, very early in the year, Demerara, 
Issequibo, and Berbioe, surrendered to tlie British 
commanders. A debarkation was next effected on 
St. Lucia ; and the enemy retired to Morne Ghabot, 
one of the strongest positions of the island, which was 
carried by the gallantry of a small body under the or- 
ders of Sir Ralph Abercrombie. MorneFortun^ was 
next invested and taken ; 2000 French soldiers were 
made prisoners, the insurgent negroes disarmed, and- 
the island ceded to Britain. An expedition under 
General Knox, to St. Vincent's, undertaken on the 
^5th of May, was no less successful, where the French 
surrendered to the number of 700 : the dispersion of 
the Caribbs immediately followed, and peace was 
soon after restored to the settlement. An attack was. 
afterwards made on Grenada, which succeeded, with 
little bloodshed. A body of 7000 troops arrived 
early in the spHng at the Mole in St. Domingo ; but 
the mortality of the yellow fever was so great, and 
the numbers of the free blacks and mulattoes so 
formidable, that the war was waged with few advan- 
tages on our side. Toussaint, with his negro army, 
and Begaud at the head of the mulattoes, niaintained 
a fierce, though desultory warfare ; and the British, 
with difficulty retained their extensive chain of posts, 
occupying a coast 300 miles in extent; 

The Dutch government, determined not to suffer 
the loss of the Cape of Good Hope without a struggle 
to regain that important settlement, fitted but an 
expedition, consisting of two sail of the line, three 
smaller ships of war, and three armed vessels, which 
anchored on the 2d of August in the Bay of Sal<-. 
danha. Just at the critical moment when General 
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Gratg/ wifch^ hn^ sm'ali army, was marching down to 
tha coast, to meet the invaders, they perceived a 
British fleet of two seventy-fours, five sixty-fours, a 
fifty gun ship, and six other vessels^ advancing with 
a fair *wind to the month of the harbour. The 
English admiral, aware of his ^Superiority, anchored 
within cannon shot of the Dutch vessels, and sent a 
written snnamons to their commander to ' surrender. 
Rear-admiral Engelbartus Lucas, knowing that re- 
sistance must be unavailing, obeyed the summons, 
and on the 17th of August he surrendered his whole 
fleet, without ffring a gun, 

. The progress of the republican arms on the Conti- 
nent of Europe, the turbulent spirit of the inhabitants 
of Corsica, and the arrival of a body of French under 
General Cazette, to co-operate with internal revolt, 
rendered the possession of that island no longer possi- 
ble to the British. Seizing on the heights above 
3astia, the invaders captured the city : Fiorenzo, 
Bonifacio, and the tower of Mortella, were re-taken 
on the, 20th of October, and considerable spoils fell 
into the hands of the victors, on the retreat of the 
English fleet from the adjoining bay, and on the final 
evacuation of the island. The island of Elba, how- ' 
eyer, which had been seized some mohths before, 
. was still retained, and formed a useful arsenal, and 
a convenient station. , . * 

, The French government, perceiving a crisis in the 
sitoation of Ireland, more favourable to the success of 
an invasion than any other which had occurred since 
the French revolution, attempted to strike a blow of' 
no common importance. On the 20th of December, 
15,1)00 chosen troops, undisr the command of Hoche, 
were embarked at Brest, intended to act, on their * 
arrival, 'with a. body of the disafiected Irish, who 
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mrere known to be considerable in nnmbers, aqd or^r 
g;anizf3d for insurrection. Admiral Villaret Joyeuee 
sailed from Brest with eighteen ships of the line^ 
besides frigates and transports ; the wind at first waa 
favourable, but scarcely had the e^spedition left the 
outer barbour, when a storm arose^. which dispersed 
the fleets and separating the frigate which carried. 
Hoehe, obliged him to escape into the barboor of 
Rochelle, after being chased by two British vessels. 
Of the whole fleet, only eight two-deckers reached 
the coast of Ireland, under Admiral Bouvet, who 
appeared off Bantry Bay, but was forced from that 
station in a few days by tempestuous weather, and 
obliged to return to France without effecting^ a4and^ 
ing. In this expedition, the French lost three shipa 
of the line, and three frigates, from the adverse ele- 
ments; i^ut they had the singular good fortune to 
escape Lord Bridport and Admiral Colpoys, the 
former of wbom» with a British fleet under his com- 
nqand, arrived in Bantry Bay immediately after the 
d^mrture of the enemy. 

During the course of this year, the remaining com* 
iqerce of France was harassed and diminished by the 
indefatigable exertions of the British cruisers, aad 
upwards of seventy sail of armed vessels behmgiog 
to the enemy were captured, among which were five 
ships of the line and twelve frigates. Such was the 
determined courage of British seamen at this period, 
, that scarcely any inferiority of force conld deter them 
from a contest at sea, and even in port the enemy'si 
vessels were frequently boarded and cut out, under 
the incessant fire of the batteries, and discharges of 
.musketry. One of the most gallant actions during 
the vvar was fought by Captain Trollope, in the 
Glatton of fifty-four guns» on the 16th of Jniy, with 
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six French frigates, \9h\ch he beat off, though sar- 
rounded in such a manner as to be attacked at the 
sanrie time on the l^^e-qnarter, the weather-bow, and 
the stern. On the other hand, the French made a 
successful expedition to Newfoundland, where ship- 
ping and merchandize to a large amount was cap- 
tured or destroyed in August, by a squadron under 
Admiral Richery, who returned to France without 
the loss of a single viessel. 

Scarcely had the new government of France, un<- 
der the directory, commenced its operations, when a 
difference arose between that country and America, 
originating in the treaty of amity arid commerce^ re- 
Y^ently executed between Great Britain and the 
United Staites. This treaty wias said to discdvek' a 
disposition altogether* inimical to 'France, and its 
pit)visions to be wholly incompMiUe with the idea of 
nentrility. By the treaty of lT78^::^still in force, the 
United States gtiarariteed to France the possession of 
their West India colonies )[ but by tte treaty of 1705> 
they consented th&t even supplies of provisions i&ent 
to those islands from America> should be treated airf 
fllifegal commerce. The directory, regarding the Am^^ 
ricans in the light of secret enemies, made such de^ 
predations on theii* trade> under varioui^ pretences; ad 
almost amounted to a cbthmercial war ; and an ati^t 
was issued on the 0d of July,, enjoining French shijM 
of war to observe the same conduct towards' the ves- 
s^s of neutral nations as they had hitherto suffered 
wi^ impunity from the English. Thus began th^t 
oppressive systenl^ by ^hich netitral 'tiatidhisi''Werb 
doomed to be persfecuted in the futtire projg^ress' of 
war, under thb d^signatrob of BerKn And Milan il6^ 
erees, and British Orders in OdUneiK lt6Wkr4s' th^ 
close of tliid stitnlnei'^ MK Monrde, tbe AidericaD alii« 
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bassador at Paris, was recalled from his embassy, to 
the. great dissatisfaction of the French governnaent, 
who refused to receive his successsor, Mr. Pinkney^ 
in the same capacity ; and M. Adet, the French re- 
sident in Philadelphia, notified to the American- g^o- 
vernment, on the 23d of November, that the directory 
had suspended him from the exercise of bis functions. 
Such was the situation of the foreign rehitions of the 
United States, when General Washington resigned^ 
his government, and again retired to his^ paternal 
estate on the banks of the Potowmac. 

When French influence,^ aided by the fears of the 
Spanish . monarch, had produced a peace between 
those nations, there was reason to fear that the artful 
republicans would lead tj^^t passive prince into, a 
close alliance, ai|d endeavour to render his arms sub* 
sejryiei^t to the Views of France, but; the Spaniards 
were not .very eager to commence hostilities against 
their late allies; .a treaty of confedersicy, however, 
was^at length concludedt. ^nd on the 5th^of Oetober^ 
l)is. Catholic, Majesty declared war^gaiiist Great Bri^- 
tain, on frivolous and absurd pretencesK. In:Holland, 
a national convention of the inhabitants pf the United 
Provinces met, at the Hague on the 1st of March, 
and formed a constitution on the model of the French 
i:epii|blic. One of the first act/s of the new govern- 
ment was to declare war against England. 

Public tranquillity was . preserved at Paris with 
some difficulty, and many of the provinces of France 
exhibiied, at this period, scenes of dreadful disorder. 
The Jacobins, wjho had hitherto filled the principal 
places under government, jwere enra,ged at witness- 
i|lg the return of moderate. {[Mriaqiples, and manifested 
their hostility by exercising their power, where they 
still remained in officie, ifk the most cruel and pp- 
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pressife manner, T^o deep coi^piracies were fwmed 
for insurrections in the capital, whichaMMftald have 
revived all the horrors of the earJy stages of the re.vo- 
lution, but they were discovered a short time before 
the intended execution. Other insurrections in va- 
rious parts of the country also took place, but they 
were ^ all quickly suppressed. The directory next 
determined to submit to the operation of the law the 
sanguinary perpetrators of the massacres of Septem- 
ber, 1792, and of a great number brought to trial, 
some were executed, and. others imprisoned, but a 
large majority were acquitted. The directory then 
turned their at|ention to the subject of finance, the 
rapid decline of the credit of the assignats having 
rendered that species of paper altogether useless ; and 
as gold and silver had disappeared,; it was Judged 
expedient to employ some other means to replace the 
debased currency. A law was accordingly passed, 
to sell the remajinc^er of the national domains, for 
which the nation was to receive, in payment, a new 
paper fabrication, under the name of mandats, to be 
issued to the amount of 400,000,000 of livres: bjit in 
a very few months they sunk so lovtr as oner fifth of 
the price aflSxed by the national treasury.* In the 
midst of these difificulties, the commi|tee of finance 
presented a report> containing a general ^atement of 
the public , revenue, from which it appealed,, that 
the expenditure during the last y^ai; afnQunted to 
1000,000,000 livres, and that the ordinary annual re^ 
venue amounted to barely 500,000,000,, ^ To. r^aki^ 
up this enormous deficiency, various resources ^were 
pointed out, but the principal expedies^t w%sf. tq be 
found in the sale of the church lands m tjiie. newly 
united provinces of the IJIctherlands. , 

Various had been the plans of annoyance against 
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this country projected by the French goverihnent j 
but ail Wd' hitherto been delayed, or set aside as in^ 
adequate or impracticable, tiii it was suggested, that 
the most effectual mode of opposing England with 
advantage was to attack her commerce, by shutting 
out her manufactures from every port in Europe sub^ 
ject to French control, or under French influence^ 
This new species of hostility was carried into exeeu^ 
tjon with as much <iispatch as the jarring interests o^ 
tfie continental powers would allow, and British ma^ 
Dufactures soon found no legal entrance into any port 
dn the continent, from the Elbe to the Adriatic, \^ith 
the exception only of the ports of the j&ans TowUs^ 
of Portugal, and of fiussia. 

Towards the close of the year, this confederacy 
against France lost another of its members, in tbg 
person of Cdthetine the Second, Bmpress of Ru^sia^ 
who di6d on the evening of the 6th of November; 
This extraordinary Woman terminated a life bf sixty- 
seren years, and a reign of thirty-four, in a fit of 
apoplexy. Her reign will al^ftys rStnt among the 
most splendid periods of Rtissian history, but its 
most glorious aidions weffe blended with injustice and 
stained by cruelty j and in the accomplishment of hei- 
lends, she never hesitated with respect to means^ 
She was succeeded by her son, the Emperor Paiil, 
who, having the most despotic wtions of kingly 
yight, considered the Bourbon family as iniquitousiy ' 
ejected from a possession Which they derived from 
heaven. About the same time also died Victor Ama^ 
deu^. King of Sardinia, at an advafaced age, and his 
son, the Prince of Piedmont, succeeded to his pre^ 
((airious throne. 

Although the war was still prosecuted between 
€reat Britain and France with undiminished energy, 
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the gayerootD'of both coontrias found it nicemuLtj to 
remove the impression, that the contest was as inter- 
minable in its duration^ as it was indefinite in its ob-« 
jects; and with thisview, his Majesty, in his speech 
from the throne at the opening of the new Parlia^ 
ment, on the 6th of October, 1796, declared that 
he ^ad omitted no endeavours for setting on foot ne- 
gociations to restore peace to Eqrope ; in^ conse-^ 
quence of which, a way was now opened to an imme* 
diate negociation, which most produce an honourable 
peace lor us and our allies, or prove to what cause 
alone the prolongation of the war was to be ascribed. 
For this purpose, his Majesty said, he would imme- 
diatfely send a person to Paris, with full powers to 
treat for this object, and it was his anxious wish that 
the negociation might lead to the restoration of gene- 
ral peace. But it was evident th^t nptbipg could so 
much contribute to give effect to the negociation, as 
a^ manifestation that we possessed both the determina'- 
tion and the resources to oppose, with increased ac« 
tivity and energy, an enemy who bad openly pro-* 
fessed a. design to attempt a descent upon these kiiig- 
4o.ms. On. the propriety of entering npon a negoeia*^ 
tion with republican !^'raoce, some difference of 
opinion ejected bet^vQen uixiisters.and their support- 
ers; apd^ the, friends of, Mr. Burke adhered toths^t 
great statesman's original opinion, that the restora* 
tion of monarchy and the ancient orders, under cer- 
tain modifications, ought to be the sole and avowed 
purpose of the war ; that no peace could be secure 
until that objicct was eiSected ; and that we must 
either conquer the revolutiouj or the revolution would 
conquer us. These sentiments were particularly 
adopted by Earl Fitzwilliam, and, after opposing 
the address on the King's speech, he entered on the 
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jdiii^rials oftKe Itoase of Lords a'vei^y'idkborftte pro- 
test, assigning'ten distinct reasons for refusing to con- 
cur in ' an address of approbation on his Majesty's 
speech, announcing the opening of a negociation for 
peace with the French republic. 

The English cabinet had, in the month of March,^ 
cduimissioned Mr. Wickham, the British ambassa- 
dor to ther Helvetic States, to apply to M. Barthe- 
lemi, who was then engaged in diplomatic agencies 
at Basle, to inquire ifc the government of Prance 
were disposed to enter into a negociation with his Ma- 
jesty and his allies. M. Barthelemi was instructed 
to answer, that the executive government of Prance ar- 
dently desired to procure for the republic a just, ho- 
nourable, and solid peace, but an indispensable con- 
dition of any treaty entered into for that purpose, 
was the retention of those conquests which had ac- 
tually been annexed to the territory of the republic. 
This reply, expressing a decided resolution not to 
sumender the Austrian Netherlands to the Emperor 
of Germany, displayed, in the opinion of the British 
ministry, a temper so remote from any disposition 
for peace, that the correspondence between the two 
ministers ceased, and both parties proceeded to open 
the campaign. Oh the 6th of September, Lord 
Gfenville addressed a note to Count Wedel Jarls- 
berg, the Danish ambassador in London, requesting 
that he would transmit, through the Danish envoy at 
Paris, a declaraitibn expressive of his Britannic Ma- 
jesty's desire to conclude a peace on just and honour- 
able conditions, and demanding the necessary pass- 
ports for a person of confidence, whom his Majesty 
would send to Paris with a commission to discqss, 
witti ttie government there, all the measures most 
proper to produce! so desirable an end. The directory 



45 



1796.] ^ OEORGE THE THIRD. 117 

replied, that the executive governtn^nt would not re- 
ceive or answer any overture from the enemies of the 
French repul>iic, transmitted through any interme- 
diate channel ; but that, if England would send per- 
sons furnished with full powers and official papers, 
they might, upon the frontiers, demand the pass- 
ports necessary for proceeding to Paris. Passports 
•were accordingly applied £or and obtained, and Sir 
James Harris, the negociator, who had been. lately 
called to the peerage, under the title of Lord Malms- 
bury, being nominated plenipotentiary to the French 
republic, repaired to Paris on the 22d of October. 
Two days after his arrival, the negociations were 
opened by a memorial from his lordship, stating that, 
from the uninterrupted success of her naval war. 
Great Britain found herself in a situation to have no 
restitution to demand of France; from which, on 
the contrary, she had taken establishments and colo- 
nies of the highest importance, and of value, almost 
incalculable ; but she was willing to restere her own 
conquests in lien of the acquisitions which France 
had won from her allies, as a basis for a treaty, and 
therefore proposed a general principle of reciprocal 
restitution. The executive directory replied, that, 
considering the British ambassador to be the agent of 
Great Britain only; and not understanding _ him to 
have a commission to act for the allied powers, they 
could not now enter into the concerns of the other 
states, which could tend only to multiply the com- 
binations, and increase the tlifficulties of the nego- 
ciation } but that as soon as he should procnre suffi- 
cient powers from those allies, they would hasten to 
give an answer to the specific prerpositions which, 
i^buld be submitted to them'. To these observations 
they thought proper to add an opinion, that th^ Bri- 
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tish government was insincere \n its overture ; that 
its object' was to prevent, by general propositions, 
the partial propositions of other powers, and to obtain 
from the people of England the means of continuing 
the war, by throwing the odium of a refusal to nego- 
ciate a peace upon the republic. The British mi- 
nister, disdaining to reply to the insinuations thrown 
out by the directory, sUted, in reply, that he had 
not been comnaissioned to enter into a separate 
treaty, but that Great Britain proposed to make 
common cause with her allies. The directory re- 
joined, that in a question of reciprocal restitution^ 
the chief objept of consideration was the relative con- 
dition of the respective parties ; that, of the original 
confederates, some were become the friends of France, 
and others observed a strict neutrality ; that the re- 
maining allies of Great Britain were weakened by 
their losses, and the desertion of their associates; 
and that Pranice cbuld not, in a negociation for 
terms, forget the circumstances in which she was 
placed. Having thus admitted the principle of com- 
pensation, M, de la Croix, the French negociator^ 
in a note to Lord Malmsbury, dated the 27tfa of No- 
vember, again requested him to point out expressly, 
and without delay, the objects of reciprocal compen- 
sations which he had to propose. His lordship was 
now obliged to consult his court, and the negociation 
was suspended till the 17th of December, on which 
day his lordship submitted, in two forma) and confi- 
dential memorials, that France should restore all her 
conquests made in any of the dominions of the Empe- 
it>r of Germany , or in Italy, and that Great Britain 
^should render back all her acquisitions gained from 
Frani» in the East and West Indies; that Russia 
and Portugal should be included in the treaty ; that 
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no obstacle would be interposed, on the pdrt of his 
Britannic Majesty, against Spain becoming a party 
to the negociation ; and that in case Holland was re-, 
instated, in all respects, in the sanie political situa- 
tion in which she stood before the war,, the colonial 
possessioDs captured by Great Britain might be re- 
stored, and the status ante helium^ with respect to 
territorial possessions, re-established in her favour ; 
but if, on the contrary, EEoUand should remain a re- 
public, their Britannic and Imperial Majesties would 
be obliged to seek, in territorial acquisitions, those 
'compensations, and that security, which such a state 
of things would render indispensable. At the time 
that these memorials were delivered by Lord Malms- 
bury to M. de la Croix, ja long and animated con- 
versation, took place between the negociators, in the 
course of which the French minister inquired, whe- 
ther, in placing the memorials before the direetory^ 
he was to state the disuniting of Belgium from France 
as a sine qua nont from which his Majesty wpnld not 
depart. Lord Malmsbury replied, that it most cer- 
tainly was, and that any proposal which would have 
the Netherlands annexed to France, would be at- 
tended with much greater benefit to that power, and 
less to the allies, than the present restive situation of 
the belligerent powers could entilie the French go* 
vernment to expect. In the course of conversation, 
M. de la Croix repeatedly said, that this difficulty 
relative to the Netherlands was one that could not 
be overcome, and two days after, Lord Malmsbury 
received a letter, requiring him to deliver, within 
twenty-four hours, his ultimatum, sigoed by himself. 
His lordship replied, that to demand an ultimatum, 
in so peremptory a manner, before the two powers 
bad communicated to each other their respective pre- 
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tensions, was to shut the door against all negocia* 
tion; but he repeated^ that he was ready to enter 
. into the discussion of the proposals of his court, or of 
any contre-prcjet which might be delivered to him on 
the part of the executive directory. The directory 
rejoined, in a note of the 19th of December, that 
they would listen to no proposal contrary to the con- 
stitution, to the laws, and to the treaties, which 
bound the republic; and as Lord Malmsbury an- 
nounced, at every communication, that he was in 
want of the opinion of his court, from which it re- 
sulted, that he acted a part merely passive in the ne- 
gociation, his presence at Faris^was rendered useless, 
and he was required to depart therefrom within two 
days, with all the persons who had accompanied and 
followed him; and to quit, as expeditiously as possi- 
ble, the territory of the republic; but that if the 
British cabinet was desirous of peace, the executive 
directory was ready to follow the negociations, acr 
cording to the basis laid down in the present note, by 
the reciprocal channel of couriers. Lord Malmsbury 
replied that he was preparing to quit Paris on the 
morrow, and demanded the necessary passports for 
himself and suite : on the 20th he quitted the French 
capital, and repaired to England. 

Thu& terminated the first negociation for peace be- 
tween Great Britain and the republic of France. The 
British biinistry, considering its abrupt conclusion as 
arising totally from France, published a manifesto, 
on the 27th ofDeicember, enlarging upon the pacific 
dispositions of the British government, and setting 
forth the malignant hostility of the enemy. 

This manifesto being laid before Parliament, Mr. 
Pitt, ^fter a brilliant exordium, in which he lamented 
the failure of the attempt to restore the relations of 
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peace, proceeded to take a review of the circum- 
stances that preceded and attended the late negocia- 
tions, and insisted that their nipture was wholly im- 
putable to the government of France. The enemy 
demanded, not as an ultimatum, but as a preliminary, 
to retain all those territories of which the chance of 
war had given them a temporary possession, and 
respecting which they thought proper, contrary to 
the law of nations, to pass a constitutional decree, 
declaring that these should not be alienated from the 
republic. But this perverse and monstrous claim, in 
virtue of which, territories acquired by force of arms 
were annexed to a state, during the continuance of 
the wjar in which such acquisitions were made, could 
never be supposed to supersede the treaties of other 
powers, and the known and public obligations of the 
several nations in Europe. Yet this had been the 
pretension to which the French government laid 
claim, and the acknowledgment of which they held 
oat as a preliminary of negociation to the King of 
Great Britain and his allies. And not content with 
setting up this claim to abrogate treaties previously 
concluded, they had offered a studied insult to his 
Majesty, by ordering his ambassador to quit Paris, 
and proposing that the negociation should be carried 
on by means of couriers. The question, then, said 
Mr. Pitt, " is not hbw much will you give for peace; 
but how much disgrace will you suffer at the outset? 
how much degradation will you submit to as a pre^ 
Jiminary ? In these, circumstances, lhen> * are we to 
. persevere in the war, with a spirit and energy worthy 
of the British name, and of the British character ? 
or are we, by sending couriers to Paris, to prostrate 
ourselves at the feet of a 8tui>born and supercilious 
government, to yield to what they may require, and 
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to submit to whatever they may impose? I hope 
there is not a hand in hisr Majesty's councils which 
would sign the proposal; tbat there' is not a heart in 
this bouse that would sanction the measure'; and that 
there is not an individual in the British dominions 
who would act as the courier/' Mr. Fox, in reply, 
maintained that the whole amount of the minister's 
splendid oration was, to admit that we had been four 
years engaged in a war, unprecedented in expense, 
both in men. and in money, and that we bad done 
nothing; that, in fact, the enemy, instead of being 
humbled and ruined, as had been so often and so 
confidently foretold, had now become inore unrea- 
sonable and dictatorial in their pretensions than ever. 
Mr. Fox concluded his speech by proposing an ad- 
dress to the throne, recommending that his Majesty's 
faithful Commons should proceed to investigiate the 
conduct of his Majesty's ministers, who had involved 
this nation in her present misfortunes, and produced 
the failure of the late negociations. This amend- 
ment was negatived by 212 against 30;. and a simi* 
lar fate awaited a similar motion made by the Earl 
of Oxford, in the House of Lords. 

On the ] 8th of October, the House of Commons 
resolved itself into a committee, to take into consi- 
deration that part of his Majesty's speech which 
alluded to the preparations making by the enemy to 
invade these kingdoms. In addition to the naval 
force now actually employed^ and which the premier 
declared to be more formidable than had ever ex- 
isted at any former period of our history, he pro- 
posed, first, a levy of 15,000 men, from the diiferent 
parishes, for the sea service, and for recruiting the 
regular regiments of the line : his second proposal 
was to raise a supplementary militia, to consist of 
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6OJ0O0 men, not to be immediately called oQt, but 
Co be enrolled, officered, and completely trained, so 
as to be ready in a moment of dangler ; and his third 
military project was to raise a force .of 20,000 irregu^ 
lar cavalry. These propositions were passed into 
laws early in the session ; but the plan for raising the 
irregular cavalry force being found difficult of appli- 
cation, the measure was superseded, in a great de- 
gree, by the numerous volunteer corps of yeomanry 
cavalry which pressed forward in the service of 
their country. During this session, also, a bill was 
introduced, by Mr, Dundas, for raising and embo- 
dying a militia force in Scotland, which was much . 
resisted in that part of the kingdom. On the 21st of 
October, 195,000 men were voted for< the land ser- 
vice, for th'e year 1797, find, soon afterwards, 120,000 
seamen and marines for the navy. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer made his annual 
financial statement on the 7th of December, from 
which it appeared, that 18,000,000/. would be wanted, 
by way of loan, exclusive of 5,500,000/. of exchequer 
bills, and about 13,500,000/. of victualling, transport, 
and navy bills, which he proposed to fund. This loan 
was followed by a second, during the same session of 
Parliament, amounting also to 18,000,000/., compre- 
hending a great variety of deficiencies, and including a 
vote of credit for 3,000,000/. to be remitted to the Em- 
peror of Germany. The t^rms of the loan were highly 
advantageous to the moneyed interest, for every 100/. 
so raised 1 75/. 3 per cent, and 20/. 4 per cefit stock 
being granted by government,- with a long annuity 
of 6^. Qd. : and the bills, though at a very consider- 
able discount in the market, were funded at par. To 
defray the interest on these loans; permanent taxes 
were imposed to the amount of 3,416,000/», and the 
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pressure of the war was now severely felt by many 
classes. Mr. Pitt having admitted, on moving the 
vote of credit,, that 1,200,000/. bad been advanced 
to the emperor without the previous consent of Par- 
liament, Mr. Fox observed, that if the m^tsure was 
not reprobated, he should think that man a hypocrite 
who pretended to see any distinction between this 
government and an absolute monarchy; and the 
majority in favour of ministers, on the motion for a 
vote of censure, was smaller than usual. 

Scarcely at any period had the aspect of public 
aflbirs, iq this country, assumed £^ more gloomy and 
dispirited complexion, than at the commencement of 
the year 1797. The rapid and enormous increase of 
the national debt had created an alarm among many 
of the proprietors of the public funds, and under this 
impression, sums to a great amount were sold out of- 
the stocks, and vested in other securities^ ^ The Bank 
had, in the course of the war, advanced immense 
sums to the government, far beyond its usual aid to 
the public treasury; and as a considerable part of 
these advances consisted of remittances to foreign 
powers, X especially to the Emperor of Germany, made 
in coin, the gold and silver in the Bank were greatly 
diminished. The consequences of this had been long 
foreseen by the directors, and as early as the year 
1795, they had expressed to Mr. Pitt their expecta- 
tions that he would arrange his finances, for the year, 
in such a manner as not to depend on anv further as- 
sistance from them. This remonstran'ce they • re. 
peated.on the 8th of October, in the same year, and 
again in 1796, but they still continued to afford ac- 
commodation to the treasury. In the beginning of 
1797, the minister requested still further advances, 
and intimated, at the same time, that a loan amount*^ 
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io^ to the sum of ];500,000/^.i beyond the accotnmo- 
datioQ to the English treasury, would be wanted for 
Ireland. On the 9th of February, the governor of 
the Bank informed Mr.. Pitt, that, under the present 
state of their accommodation to government here, to 
agree with his request, of making a further advance 
of 1,500,000/. as a loan to Ireland, would threaten 
ruin to the Bank, and most probably bring the di« 
rectors to shut up their doors. Another cause pow* 
erfuUy co-operated to produce an alarming derange- 
ment in the affairs of the national Bank. The dread 
of invasion had induced the capitalists, as well as the 
more opulent farmers and traders, at a distance from 
the metropolis, to withdraw their money from the 
hands of the country bankers, with whom they had 
been accustomed to deposit it; and the run upon the 
provincial banking houses soon extended to the capi* 
tal. On the 20th of February, an unusi^al demand 
was made by the holders of notes upon the Bank of 
England for specie, and this run, which increased 
on the 21st, became so rapid and urgent on the four 
following days, as to excite the most serious alarm, 
and to oblige the directors to submit their situation to 
the consideration of the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
On the 26th, government found it necessary to inter- 
fere, and, on that day, an order of the Privy Coun- 
cil was issued, prohibiting the directors of the Bank 
from issuing any cash in payment till the sense of 
Parliament should be taken. The consideration of 
this important subject was brought, with as little de- 
lay as possible, before the two Houses of Parliament^ 
and the first step taken was to appoint two secret 
committees, to ascertain the assets of the Bank.^ The 
public apprehension was materially allayed by their 
reports, delivered early in March, from which it ap- 
vol.. III. K 
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peared» thai on the 15th of February, the last day of 
paying gold and silver at the Bank, the amonnt of 
the demands upon the company was 13,770,3902; ; 
that their assets, exclusive of the permanent debt due 
from government, amounted to the sum of 17,597,280/.; 
so that there remained a surplus of 3,826,890/. ; to 
which must be added the sum of 11,666,800/. three 
per cent, stock, lent at different times to government 
on parliamentary security, which being estimated at 
6fty per cenL, agreeably to the actual price at that 
time of the three per cent consols, the whole of the 
capital vested in the corporation of the Bank, after 
the payment of all demands, amounted to the enor* 
mous sum of 9,660,290/. On these reports, Mr. Pitt 
grounded a bill, enabling the Bank to issue notes in 
payment of demands upon them, instead of cash^ 
agreeably to the late order of council to that effect, 
and a clause of the utmost importance was introduced 
into the act, for preventing any person from being 
held to bail who offered Bank of England notes in 
discharge of a debt; though this law, by leaving the 
creditor the option of demanding cash in payment, 
instead of notes, did not actually constitute them a 
legal tender. From this time the circulation of gold 
coin in a great measure ceased^ and notes^ from 20^. 
and upwards, became the general medium of circola* 
tion. 

Animated debates took place in Parliament respect- 
ing the affiiirs of the Bank ; and the Duke of Bedford 
and Mr. Grey respectively moved a series of resolu- 
tionsy condemning the minister's intercourse and con-^ 
cerns with that body, and attributing the embarrass^* 
medt;). of ihe company to his negligence and prodi* 
gality ; but the proposed votes of censure were 
rc^ctedf by large majorities, in bodi Houses. 
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Scarcely had the alarm created by the stoppagfe of 
cash payments at the Bank began to subside, than a 
spirit of mutin^y and disaffection broke out among the 
fleet at Spithead» Great dissatisfaction had for some 
time prevailied respecting the pay and provisions of 
the sailors, and, in the month of Febrnary, several 
anonymous letters were received by Lord How6 from 
the fleet, praying for his lordship's influence towards 
obtaining an increase of the seatlien's pay, and an 
improvement in the quality and quantity of their pro- 
visions; at the same time a correspondence Was going 
on, by letter,' between the crewisi of the different 
ships, and a committee of delegates waH appointed to 
obtain a redress of grievances. These proceedingi 
were conducted with ^^ so much secre<^y, that it wa^ 
iM>t till the 16tb of April, when Loid Bridport made 
a signal to prepare for sea, that they began to be sns-- 
pected among the superior officers of the fleet. In- 
stead of weighing anchor, as the signal imported, 
the seamen of the admiral's ship all ran up the 
lAronds, find saluted the crews of the adjoining ships 
with three cheers, which being instantly answered 
in the sime manner, it became manifest that the spi^ 
rit of disobedience was general. The next st^p of 
the delegates was to assemble in council in the cabin 
of the admiral's ship, and to place the ofiicers in cus- 
tody, to prevent them from going on shore. Here a 
petition to the admiral was drawn up, and presented 
OB the spot,^ accompanied with an intimation, that, 
till the prayer of the petition for an increase of wages 
and a regulation in the ratio of provisions to6k 'place^ 
tkey should not quit their present station, <f unless 
the enemy was known to be at sea." On the I8tb, a 
eoiyimittee of the Admiralty^, wtth Earl Spencer at 
their head, repaired to Portsmouth, with a view to 
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induce the refractory seamen to resume the duty they 
owed to their country, and o;i the 23d, the admiral 
returned to his ship, when, after hoisting his flag, 
he informed the crew that he had brought with him a 
redress of all their grievances, accompanied by his 
Majesty's pardon for the ofltender^. After some de- 
liberation, these oflfers were cheerfully accepted, ^nd 
every man hastened to return to his duty. It was 
now supposed that all cause oi dissatisfaction was re- 
moved, but when, on the 7th of May, Lord Bridport 
made the signal to put to sea, every ship at St. 
Helen's refused to obey. This second mutiny arose, 
it appeared, from a groundless apprehension on the 
part of the seamen, that government did not mean 
to accede to their demands. Atboieeting of the dele- 
gates was again convened to be held on board the 
London j but Vice-admiral Colpoys, having deter- 
mined to prevent the illegal assembly from being 
held on board his ship, ordered the marines to fire 
upon the boats as they approached, and five seamen 
w^re killed in the skirmish which ensued. The 
crew of the London, irritated by this resistance on the 
part of the admiral, now turned their guns towards 
the stern, and threatened to blow all aft into the 
water unless the commander submitted, and Admiral 
Colpoys. and Captain Griffiths were both taken into 
custody by their crew, and confined for several 
hours in separate cabins. . In this state of mutiny the 
sailors at Portsmouth remained till the 14th of May, 
when Lord Howe arrived from the Admiralty with 
plenary powers to settle all differences; and as his 
lordship was the bearer of an act' of Parliament which 
bad passed on the 0th, granting an additional allow- 
ance of pay to the seamen, and also of his Majesty's 
proclamation of pardon, the flag of insurrection was 
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struck, and the fleet prepared to put to sea to encoun- 
ter the enemy. The public saw with infinite satis- 
faction the extinction of this dangerous spirit of disaf- 
fection; bnt a new mutiny in another quarter, which 
for boldness and extent is without a parallel in the 
naval history of Britain, soon converted their plea- 
sure into alarm and consternation. 

Well afi^ected to their country as British seamen 
generally are, the concessions made to them were 
unfortunately enforced, not granted, and the same 
method lay open for obtaining further claims. The 
North Sea fleet, as well as the ships lying at the 
Nore» imitating the dangerous conduct of the crews 
at Spithead, but greatly exceeding them in the ex- 
tent of their demands, chose delegates from every 
ship, and appointed a seaman of the nai^e of Richard 
Parker, a bold and enterprising man, as their presi- 
dent. The demands of these mutineers compre- 
hended a greater freedom, of absence from ships in 
harbour, a more punctual discharge of arrears of 
pay, a more equal distribution of prize money, and a 
general abatement of the rigours of discipline. 

On the 23d of May, the flag of Admiral Buckner 
was struck on board the Sandwich, and the' red flag^ 
the symbol of mutiny, hoisted in its stead. To the 
daily conferences of this mutinous usurpation, each 
man of war sent two delegates, and, besides these, 
there was a committee of twelve in every ship, who 
determined not only all affairs relating to the internal 
management of the vessel, but instructed their dele* 
gates, and decided upon their merits. The dele- 
gates went ^n shore daily, and after holding their 
meetings, paraded the streets and ramparts with mu- 
sic and flags. The arrival of Lord Keith and Sir 
. Charles Grey at Sheerness, a,t length put an end to 
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these ftttdacious processions. The mutiny had then 
risen to the most alarming height^ and it was inti- 
mated to the seamen that no further concessions than 
what had already been made by the legislature would 
be granted* Some of the most desperate of their 
number suggested the idea of carrying the ships 
into an enemy's port ; but the majority revolted at so 
treachercms- a proceeding, alleging that a redress of 
grievances, as it was their primary, so it should be 
their ultimate object. For the purpose of extorting 
compliance with their demands, they proceeded to 
block up the Thames, by refusing a passage either up 
or down the river to the London trade; and, to 
supply their present wants, they took from a vessel 
three hundred sacks of flour, which they distributed 
throughout the fleet. 

On the 4th of June, the whole fleet at the Nore 
celebrated his Majesty's birth-day by a royal salute ; 
and on the 6th they were joined by foi^r men of war 
and a sldop, which had deserted from the fleet of 
Admiral Duncan, then in Yarmouth Roads. This 
accession, of strength swelled the; mutinous fleet to 
twentyw-four sail, consisting of eleven ships of the line 
and thirteen frigaties. The appearance of such a 
multitude of shipping under the command of a set of 
common sailors, in a cdate of insubprdination^^ formed 
a singular and awful spectacle. Government, in the 
mean time, were not inattentive to the obligations 
imposed upon them by the perilous situation of the 
country, and a proclamation was issued, offering his 
Majesty's pardon to all such of the mutineers as 
should immediately return to their du^y. This was 
speedily followed by two acts of Farliameot, the 
fermer for more effectually restraining the intercourse 
from the shore with the ships in a state of mutiny. 
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asd the latter for punishing vfiih the utmost severity 
of the law any attempt to seduce seamen or soldiers 
into mutinous practices; but the master-stroke of 
policy was to be found in the removal of all the buoys 
from the mouth of the Thames, and the neighbour* 
ing coast, by which any large ship that should at- 
tempt to sail away would be exposed to the most 
imminent danger of running a-ground; while fun* 
nances and red-hot balls were kept in readiness at 
Sheerness, M repel any attack that might be made 
on that place by the mutineers. The last attempt 
at reconciliation by treaty was made through the 
Sari of Northesk, who commanded the Monmouth, 
to whom the delegates communicated tlie terms oa 
which alone they would give up the ships, and re- 
quested that he would submit them to the King, and 
return on board, with a clear and positive answer 
within fifty-four hours;, intimating that the whole 
must be complied with, or they would immediately 
put the fleet to sea. These terms, which were sub«- 
mitted the next day to the King in council, were 
rejected, and the intelligence of their refusal was 
communicated by Captain Knight, of the Inflexible. 
All hopes of accommodation being thus at an end, 
preparations were making to enforce obedience to the 
laws, from the works at Sheerness, but the defection 
0f several of the ships, on the 0th, with other symp- 
toms of disunion amongst the i mutineers, rendered 
the application of force unnecessary: on the 10th, 
several of the mfUtinous ships, being reduced tog^reat 
exigencies for want of fresh provisions and water^ 
struck the red flag : on the 1 2th, all but seven of the 
ships hoisted the Anion flag, to signify their wish to 
return to obedience ; and, on the following morning, 
five out <:^ the seven ' remaining vessels raa away 
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from the mutinous ships, and sought protection under 
the guns of the fort of Sheerness. All further re- 
sistance was now in vain, and after a fruitless attempt 
to obtain a general pardon, the crew of the Sandwich 
steered that ship on the following morning into Sheer- 
ness, where Parker was arrested by a picquet- guard 
of soldiers, with a person of the name of Davies, who 
had acted as captain under him, and about thirty 
other delegates, all of whom were committed to the 
black hole in the garrison. One of the delegates, of 
the name of Wallace, more desperate than the rest, 
being determined neither to outlive his power, nor 
to submit to the ignominy of a public execution, shot 
himself dead on the appearance of the soldiers* Thus 
all resistance to the authority of the of&aers ceased, 
and the public mind recovered its former composure, 
by the entire extinction of this alarming revolt. 

The trial of Parker commenced on the 22d of June, 
before a court-martial, of which Sir T. Pasley was 
president. The prisoner was charged with various 
acts of mutiny, committed on board his Majesty^s 
fleet, at the Nore ; of disobedienc'e of orders ; and of 
contempt of the authority of his officers. The facts 
being clearly established, the court adjudged him to 
death ; on which, with astonishing composure, he ad- 
dressed them as follows : ** I bow to your sentence 
with all due submission, being convinced I have acted 
under the dictates of a good conscience. God, who 
knows the hearts of all men, will, I hope, receive me. 
I hope that my death will atone to the country ; and 
that those brave men who have acted with me will 
receive a general pardon : I am satisfied they will all 
then return to their duty with alacrity.'' He was 
executed on board the Sandwich, and met his fate 
with fortitude. A great number of the other muti- 
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neers received sentence of deaths and several of the 
ringleaders were executed ; but a pardon was granted 
to the far greater number of those who were con- 
demned. The Fi^ench, whose revolutionary princi- 
ples had certainly some weight in producing these 
commotions, exulted at the intelligence of the mutiny, 
and, while they lamented its extinction, conceived 
hopes of the eruption of future discontent in tbe^ same 
branch of the service, or in the military department ; 
but the true-hearted seamen resumed their habits of 
order and submission, and the soldiers, who also re- 
' cei ved an augmentation of pay, preserved their loyalty 
unimpaired. . 

Ever since the recal of Earl Fitzwilliam from Ire- 
land, the discontents of that country had continued 
to increase, and several parishes, baronies, and even 
counties, were declared to be out of the King'speace. 
The Earl of Moira, on the 21st of March, moved in 
thC' House of Lords for an address to his Majesty, 
praying that he would be graciously pleased to inter- 
pose bis paternal interference, to remove the discon- 
tents which prevailed in Ireland, and created the most 
serious alarm for that country, and for the dearest 
interests of Britain. Lord Grenville, in reply, in- 
sisted that the present motion could pot be adopted, 
without tearing asunder every bond of union, and 
breaking the solemn contract subsisting between the 
two countries. Instead of remedying discontents, 
the motion now submitted to the House would in- 
crease them, and induce the Irish to imagine that 
their own legislature was regardless of their welfare. 
The motion was ultimately negatived by a majority 
of 70 to 20 voices ; and a similar one made two days 
afterwards in the House of Commons, by Mr. Fox, 
was also lost. 
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The inhabitants of We»tmin«tert. and of several 
other cities and popolous districts, assembled in the 
springof the present year, and numeroas petitions were 
voted at these meetings, praying* for the removal of 
ministers. Encouraged by these proceedings, which, 
however, were by no means general, the Earl of 
Suffolk moved, in the House of Lords, on the 27th 
of March, that an address might be preseqted to his 
Majesty, humbly requesting him to dismiss from his 
councils the first Lord of the Treasury, whose per- 
nicious measures had deprived him of the confidence 
of the country. This motion was followed, on the 
10th of May, by another in the Commoi^s, moved 
by Mr. Alderman Combe, for an address to the King, 
beseeching him to dismiss from his councils his pre* 
aent ministers, as the most likely means of obtaining 
a permanent and speedy peace. In favour of these 
addresses, it was urged that ministers had plunged 
the country into an unnecessary war, which had added 
ldO|000,000/. to the national debt, and had imposed 
taxes to the amoi^it ofv6,d00,000/. annually ; that^ ,ia- 
stead of restoring monarchy in Fi*ance, they had been 
compelled to recognise the republic; that, instead 
of weakening the powers, or dismembering the terri- 
tories, of the en^my, they had suffered them to add 
the Netherlands, Holland, and a great part of Itidy, 
to i^ republic ; •that they had neglected the proper 
opportunities of making peace^ and that their nego- 
ciations for that desirable object had been conducted 
with insincerity; that, to their profusion were im- 
putable all the embarrassments that had so lately 
distressed the national Bank, and to their folly and 
misconduct, all the insubordination that had shown 
itself in the liavy^ the discontents that prevailed 
among the people of England, and the spirit of re- 
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bellion which had begun to manifest itself in Ireland; 
that their boast of having preserved their country 
from Jacobinical principles was supposititious,- but 
that the evils they had brought upon the country were 
real, arid would be permanent as the government 
itself. It was contended, on the other hand, that the 
coiintpy owed to afiinisters the three greaiefest blessings 
that a country could possess — liberty , internal tran« 
quillity, and geneirai prosperity : that under their ad- 
ministration, juries had been invested with the power 
of judging of the point of law, as well as the matter 
of fact; that when Mr. Pitt came into office, the 
funds were at 64, but, by his financial abilities, they 
had been raised, before the war broke ont, to 99; that 
even during the war, into which it was impossible for 
dftiinistefs to avoid entering, our trade, manufactures, 
and agriculture, had continued to flourish; that though 
the success of our, allies bad not equalled pur expec- 
tations, yet, as for ourselves, our success as welt as 
onr exertions had been unparalleled. The motion 
for the address was negatived, in the Peers, by 86 to 
16 ; and in the Commons, by 242 to 59. « 

On the 26th of May, Mr. Grey made his final 
motion relative t'O a rdform in Parliament, which was 
lost by a majority of 268 to 63 voices, and no other 
business wortiiy of historical note occurred till the 
20th of July, when Parliament was prorogfoed by a 
speech from the throne, jn which his Majesty inti- 
mated, that he. was again engaged in a negoeiation 
for peaiee, which nothing should be wanting on his 
part to bring to a successful termination, on such 
conditions as were consistent with the security, 
iMmour, and es|ential interests of his dominions. 

Previously to entering on the progress of afl^irs on 
the continent of Europe, i^ will b6 ptofer to detail 
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the naval operations of 1797, the activity and general 
success of which fully prove, that however a spirit of 
insubordination may affect them for a time, British 
seamen can ever be relied upon when opposed to the 
enemies of their country. The French republic, 
having at her disposal the navy of Spain, as well as 
that of Holland, proposed to her confederates, that 
the greatest part of the Spanish navy should sail in 
the early part of the year to Brest, where, being 
joined by the French ships of war in that port, they 
should afterwards form a junction with the Dutch"^ 
fleet J and that this armada, then swelled to upwards 
of seventy sail of the line, should bear down upon 
England, and having humbled the lofty pretensions 
^of h^r naval power, should lay the foundation for her 
future subjugation. This design soon became known 
to the British ministry, arid, to frustrate its execution, 
a fleet under Sir John Jervis was appointed to block- 
ade the port of Cadiz, while Admiral Duncan was 
stationed off the coast of Holland, to watch the move- 
ments of the Dutch fleet' in the Texel. Sir John 
Jervis having received intelligence on the 13tb of 
February, from Captain Foote, of the Niger, sta- 
tioned off Carthagena, that the fleet under Admiral 
Don Joseph de Cordova was at sea, immediately, set 
sail in quest of it. At the dawn of the succeeding day 
the enemy was descried off Cape. St. Vincent, but as 
the weather happened to be extremely hazy, it was 
not until ten oVlock that a sigpial from a BritiBh 
frigate announced the enemy's fleet to consist .x^ 
twenty-seven sail of the line^ The British, com- 
mander, thpugh his s({uadron comprised no- more 
than fifteen ships, resolved to bring them to actfou, 
and at half- past eleven o'clock formed in the most 
compljete order of sailing in two lines. By carrying 
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a press of sail, the Britrsh came down upon the 
^nemy before they had time to form in order of 
battle; and, ' notwithstanding their immense sopoi- 
riority, the admiral ordered the fleet to bear directly 
through them, which was gallantly performed. They 
then tacked, and, by this bold and skiifnl manceuvi'e, 
separated about one-third of the Spanish ships from 
the main body, which, by a partial cannonade, were 
prevented from a rejunction, and obliged to fall to 
leeward. By the great exertions of the ships which 

^ had the good fortune to come up with the main body 
of the enemy on the larboard tack, four of their ships 
of the line were captured by the British, and the 
action ceased about five o'clock in the evening. This 
brilliant victory ranks among those which have most 
conspicuously illustrated the superior skill and courage 
of British seamen, and much to the credit of the com- 
mander-in-chief, to whom the Salvador del Mundo 
of 1 12^ guns struck, only a few English ships were 
i^gaged in the contest. Commodore ^elson^ in the 
Captain, of 74 guns, distinguished himself greatly, 

, by boarding the San Nicolas and San Josef in suc- 
cession, in which he only lost one officer, twenty sea- 
men,, and three marines ; and, althongh the slain and 
wounded in the Spanish ships could not be less than 
1200, more- than^ half that number being diminished 
in the crews of the captured ships only, the loss of the 
British did not exceed 300. Great rejoicings took 
place througliout the nation on the intelligence of 
this '. well-timed victory ; the fleet was honoured with 
the thanks of both Houses of ParlianieM; the* King 
conferred the title of Earl St. Vincent, with a pension 
of ' 3000/. a-ycar, . on the admiral-in-chief; Vice- 
admiral Thompson, and Rear*admiral l^rker, were 
created baronets; Commodore Nelson was invested 
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with the order of the Bath ; Captain R. Calder was 
knighted; and gold medab and chains were pre^ 
sented to all the commanders. ^ 

Having determined to fit outan expedition against 
Irelalid, the French directory gave orders to embark 
a body of troops on boardthe Dutch fleet in the Texek 
On the first intelligence of tb^$e preparations, which 
took place early in the year, a powerful squadron was 
sent to the North Sea, under the command of Admiral 
Duncan, to intercept the enemy; it vms not, how- ' 
ever, till the month of October, and not till the British 
admiral had returned to Yarmouth to refit, that the 
Dntch fleet pat to sea, on which th^ English com- 
mander, who had received the most early and accurate 
information of the enemy's movements, suddenly re- 
turned to bis station. The. command of the enemy's 
fleet, which was somewhat inferior in weight of metal 
to. that of the British, w^s confided to Admiral de 
Winter, who had distinguished himself in the army 
under General Pichegru^ and on his receiving orders 
to risk an engiagement, the troops were disembarked, 
from which it is more than probable that his destination 
was to have joined the French fleet in Brest, and to 
have taken in troops there. No sooner had De Wintier 
quitted the Texel, than Captain Trollope, who bad 
been stationed with a light squadron of observation at 
the mouth of that river, gave notice of his apppoaoh, 
and on the 1 1 th of October, Admk*al Duncan gaire 
oi*dei8 for a general chase, and the Dutch ships were 
soon discovered drawn up in a line olf battle on the . 
larboard tack, between Camperdown and Egmont, 
ibe land being about nine miles to leeward. . Admiiral 
Duncan^ whose fleet consisted of sixteen sail of the 
line, exelnsive of frigates, finding there was no time 
to be lost^ made the signal to bear up, break the 
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enemy's line, and engage them to leeward» each ship 
her opponent, by which the British squad rop placed 
itself between the enemy and the land, whither they 
were fast approaching. The admiral's signal being 
obeyed with promptitude. Vice-admiral Onslow, in 
the Monarch, bore down on the enemy's rear in the 
most gallant manner, his diyision following his ex- 
ample, and the action commenced about forty minutes 
past twelve o'clock. The Venerable soon got through 
the enemy's line, and a close action was begun on 
their van, which lasted nearly two hours and a half, 
when all the masts of the Dutch admiral's ship were 
observed to go by the board ; she was, however, de- 
fended for some time longer in a most gallant manner, 
but being ovei^wered by numbers, her colours were 
at length struck, and Admiral de Winter was brought 
on board the Venerable ; soon after, the ship bearing 
the vice-adtniral's flag was also dismasted, and sur- 
rendered to Vice-admiral Onslow; and theseyfwith 
tiiree of 68 guns, two of 04, two of 56, and two 
frigates, were taken possession of by the English. 
In the early part of the action, Rear*admiral Story, 
wlu> commanded the centre division of the Dutch 
fle^, fled for th3 Texei in the States-General of 74 
guns, with part of his division, and afterwards made 
a meirit of having saved part of the fleet. The Bntish 
squadron suffered much in their masts, yards, and 
rigging, and many of the ships lost a great number 
of men, but in no proportion to that of the enemy,: 
the carnage on board the two ships that bore the 
admirals' flags was beyond all description, and 
did not amount to less than 250> men killed and 
wonnded on board each ship. The total loss of the 
British was 101 killed, and 660 wounded, while the 
loss of the enemy must have been more than double. 
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When the .battle ended, the English fleet was within 
five miles of the shore, from whence thousands of 
Dutch spectators witnessed* the destruction of their 
navy, every manoeuvre being distinctly seen. The 
votes of both Houses of Parliament greeted the arrival 
of the gallant sailors ; many of the captains were 
gratified by medals; the venerable admiral was re- 
warded by the King with the dignity of Viscount 
Duncan of Camperdown, and a pension of 30002. 
per annum ; while Vice-admiral Onslow was created - 
a baronet, and Captains Trollope and Fairfax knights 
baniieret. 

Cadiz WAS twice bombarded this year by Rear- 
admiral Nelson, under the command of Lord St. 
Vincent, first on the 23d of June, and secondly, on 
the dth of July. By these operations, considerable 
injury was inflicted upon the city, and some mischief 
was done to the shipping in the harbour, but without 
materially advancing the objects of the war. 

In February, the Spanish island of Trinidad capi- 
tulated to an expedition consisting of six sail of the 
line, and a number of troops, fitted out at Port Royai^ 
in Martinico, under the command of Sir Ralph Aber- 
crombie and Admiral Harvey. On the approach of 
the English, the Spaniards, who had a squadron of 
four ships of the line and one frigate lying at anchor 
in the gulf of Paria, set fire to their ships, and one line 
of battle ship only escaping the conflagration, fell into, 
the hands of the victors ; the governor and the gar- 
rison were made prisoners of war. The same com- 
manders made an attempt, in the month of April, on 
the large and important island of Porto Rico ; but this 
island being found too strong to be carried by a coup- 
i2e-mai», the enterprise totally failed, and was attended 
with a loss to the assailants of upwards of 200 men, 

46 
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y An attack upon the Isle of Teneriffe; by a squadron 
of seven ships of war, commanded by Rear-admiral 
Nelson, and a force of 1000 marines, under Captain 
Troubridge, was still more unfortunate. On the 15th 
of July, the British expedition arrived before the port 
of Santa Cruz, and, having effected a landing, took 
possession of the town ; but they learnt, when too late, 
that the force under their command was utterly un* 
equal either to carry the fort of Santa Cruz, or to 
contend with the military force of the island, now 
assembled to oppose them. Preparing therefore for 
a retreat, they had the misfortune to find that the 
violence of the surge on the beach had staved their 
boats, and reduced them to a mere wreck. In this 
srituation'tbey were summoned by the Spanish com- 
mander to surrender ; but this Captain Troubridge 
disdainfully rejected, adding, that while he had a 
ioian left alive he would not capitulate ; but that if he 
were allowed to re-embark withouJ; molestation, the 
squadron before the town would not injure it. To 
this the captain received a polite answer, stating, 
that for the purpose of sparing the effusion of blood, 
facilities would be afforded to himself and his fol- 
lowers to return to their ships; and as soon as the 
capitulation to this effect was signed, the enemy very 
generously furnished them with supplies of wine and 
biscuits. The loss of lives in this attempt was equal 
to that sustained in the battle off Cape St. Vincent ; 
44 privates ^ere killed, 105 wounded, 97 drowned, 
and 5 unaccounted for; /Captain Richard Bowen, of 
the Terpsichore, and six lieutenants, lost their lives; 
two captains, a lieutenant, and a.midshifiman, were 
wounded, and Rear-admir^l Nelson lost his arm. 

The French directory, after conquering so many 
kings, and making formidable preparations for the 
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invaision of Ireland, menaced also the territory of 
Britain, by ordering troops to be assembled on tbe 
coasts of the Channel, under the designation of the 
army of England ; and, to add some weight to their 
resolves, they declared that " the conqueror of Italy/* 
Buonaparte, was appointed to its command. In the 
early part of this year, and before Buonaparte had 
terminated his career in Italy, a strange dtteqipt was 
made on the coast of Wales,' by an expeditibn fitted 
out at the port of Brest. On the^ 22d of February, 
that part of the coast of Devonshire which ties at the 
mouth of the Bristol Channel, was surprised by the 
appearance of an enemy's force, which, entering the 
small port of Ilfracombe, scuttled some merchant 

X vessels, and made an unsuccessful effort to destroy all 
the ships in the harbour. This invading squadron, 
which consisted of two frigates, ancf two sloops, next 
steered its course for the bay of Cardigan, in Wales, 
where, on the following day, they disembarked about 

, 1500 criminals, attired as French troops, and pro- 
vided with a proportionable quantity of arms and 
ammunition, but without fidd-pieces. On receiving 
information of this event, th^ Welsh peasantry, ani- 
mated by the gentry of the country, seized theii" 
scythes^ sickles, and pitchforks, and marched forth 
to meet the invaders. Lord Cawdor had Assembled, 
in the course of a single day, a local force, consisting 
of 700 militia, fencibles, and yeomanry cavalry, and 
the French commander, perceiving his situattbh to be 
desperate, after having dispatched a letter t0 his lord^ 
$hip, proposing a capitulation, surrendered himself 
and his followers prisoners of war on the 26th, To 
add to the disaster of this extraordinary enterprise, 
the two frigates which accompanied the expedition 
were/ captured on their return to Brest, and the 
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whole proved as unfortunate in the execution, as it 
was unaccpontable in its plan. 

Though the maritime views of the French were 
baffled on every occasion, the success of the con* 
linen tal war afforded theo^ ample compensation* At 
the commencement of the year, the Austrian General 
Alvinzi, at the head of 50,000 well appointed troops, 
and a formidable train of artillery^ formed the det0r- 
mination to raise the blockade of M antua, and having 
attacked and carried the Frenph position^ suddenly 
passed the Brenta, stormed the town of Cortonarapd 
obliged a body of troops under Joubert ^o. fall back 
ttpon Rivoli. Buonaparte, who had been for stme 
time at Bologna, was no sooner apprized of this 
irruption, than he repaired to the heights of San 
Marco, and made such judicious dispositions^ that 
Alvinzi, who expected a^ easy conquest, soon found 
himself surprised and defeated • The garrison of 
Maiitua now despairing of succour, capitulated, aftei" 
a long and brave resistance, on t^ie 2d of February ; 
and on the fall id this important fortress, by which 
the iiiiperiat arms were expelled from Italy, Buo- 
naparte published a proclamation to his army, in 
which be stated, that th^y had proved victorious in 
fenrteen pitched battles, anjd in seventy engagements; 
tbat tltj^y . had taken from the enemy naore tfaair 
100^600 prisoners, 500 field-pieces, and 2000 large 
cannon i that the contributions raised in the countries 
cbnqu0red by thieipr had supported, maintained, and 
patid the army> during the whole^ campaign ; while 
30^000,000 of livres had been- sent to the minister of 
finance, for the increa^ of tb^ public treasure ; and^ 
after glancing at their achievementiB agaiust tl^ kings 
a&d pxiuces of Italy » he declared it to be his intention 
to carry the war intg^ the hereditary states of Austria^^ 

t2 
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and requested them to recollect, that it was liberty 
they were about to present to the Hungarians, whose 
sovereign had disgraced hiooiseir, by submitting to be 
in the pay, and at the disposal of England. 

The papal see, which, relying with confidence on 
the success of the Austrians, had impmidently re- 
sumed hostilities against the French, was now me- 
naced with sudden ruin ; for Buonaparte had pub- 
lished a proclamation, in which, after reproaching the 
holy father with subterfuge and perfidy, he threatened 
all who opposed the progress of the republican co- 
lumns with the most exemplary vengeance. General 
Victor immediately entered Imola, and the pontifical 
army, abandoning the fertile plains of Romagoa, took 
refuge on the summits of the Apennines, towards the 
sources of the Arno and the Tiber; the towns of 
Cesena, Forii, and Ravenna, submitted in succession ; 
and the whole march of Ancona acknowledged the 
triumph of the three-coloured ensign, which was now 
displayed from the top of the holy chapel of Loretto ; 
while the votive offerings of kings, popes, and em- 
perors, became the prey of an unbelieving soldiery. 
When the French general arrived at Tolentino, and 
began to establish a republican form of government, 
his holiness, apprehensive lest he should march to the 
6apital, at length determined to negociate. He was 
consequently obliged to renounce all claim to Avig- 
non and the Yenaissin, to relinquish the three lega- 
tions of Bologna, Ferrara, and Romagna ; to furnish 
the statues, pictures, and treasure, stipulated in the 
former convention ; and to pay a large sum of money 
towards^ the expenses of the war. 

It was not without great difficulty that Francis II. 
was enabled to recruit his army; a great and last 
effort was, however, made, and a powerful foody was 
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collected between the Tagliamento and the Piav^ ; 
while the French, who occupied the right bank of the 
latter river, and the left border of the Arisio, were pre* 
pared to oppose their progress. A variety of inove<^ 
ments, and minor actions, having taken place, General ' 
Joubert penetrated to the banks of the Arisio, where 
he engaged the Austrians, and after a long and 
bloody action, during which he took 4000 prisoners, 
obtained possession of the bridge of Neumark; a second 
battle, equally nnfortapate, was fought soon af^er at 
Tranoes; and the French now rushed into the here- 
ditary dominions of the emperor : Massena seized the 
fort of Cbiosa, the bridge of Carasola, and the town 
of Tarvis, while Bernadotte took possession of Gra-r 
disca, the capital of the Frioul, the capture of which 
rwdered the French masters of all the Austrian pos- 
sessions from the Alps to the sea. Goritz submitted 
without resistance ; Trieste, the only port in the 
Adriatic appertaining to the emperor, followed its 
example^ and, while scaling the Norick Alps, still 
covered with snow, Buonaparte endeavoured to con*- 
ciliate the minds of the inhabitants by proqjamations, 
in which he declared that the French armies were 
fighting for peape, and that they weuld not fail to 
extend protection to the peaceable Tyroleans, On 
the 26th of March the Austrians were again beaten, 
and on the 30th the whole of the French army arrived 
in the capital of the duchy of Carinthia. The greiatteat 
consternation bow prevailed in Vienna, which was the 
avowed object of the French arms; on the other 
hand, though Buonaparte had beaten the Austrians 
in six different engagements, and destroyed one«-half 
of their army, during a campaign that bad lasted only 
twenty-one days, his situation was highly critical. 
The natives of the nxountainous districts were attached 
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jby habit to the dominion of the house of Austria ; Had 
the o0Vr of liberty, which exiiibited «o many chsi.rais 
to the iascinate diuhabitants of die YO^Uey^, possessed 
but few blandishments for a people whose patriarchal 
baanners were as yet undebased. The i^timerous de- 
files of those dreary regions ; the marked enmity of 
the peasantry; the difficulty of obtaining sup{)lies; 
the danger of being surrounded, all operated power- 
fully on the mind of the conqueror, and he found it 
necessary to affect the language of moderation. .He 
accordingly, on the 31st of March, addressed a letter 
to the archduke, making overtures of peace, to which 
the Austrian commander replied that he was not fur- 
nished with any powers to negociate ; he however 
immediately transmitted <Buonaparte'» letter to Vienna, 
and in a few days received full powers from the ep- 
peror ; a suspension of arms took place ; and on the 
ISth of April, a preliminary treaty of peace was 
signed at the castle of Eckenwald, in Sty ria, which 
has since been known by the appellation of the treaty 
ctf Leoben^ and which served as the foundation of the 
definitive treaty of Gampo Formio. 

On the Rhine, also, the Frendi arms had been 
eminently successful, when the intelligence of the 
preliminaries of peace being signed put a storp to 
their progress. After this treaty, Augereau, at the 
head bf 25,000 men, marched into Venice, smd seizing 
on the arsenal and forts, demanded the three inqqii* 
fiiitdrs, and ten principal maoabers of the senate, who 
were-accused of having instigated their countpymen 
to an assassination of the French soldiery. In a few 
days, a democratical municipality was installed ; the 
inlands in the Adriatic were subdued by the navy 
which had hitherto protected them ; and the members 
el t^e government, finding neither commiseration 
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nor Respect from the people^ were happy in being 
allowed to retire from their native country/ In Genoa, 
also, the nobles were friendly to the Amtrfan eaase, 
but the people were attached to the French intei^estd, 
and desirous of a popular government. Buonaparte; 
in consequence, soon after the revolution of Venice, 
established a democratical government in Genoa; but 
as the nobles had never shown an active hostility, and 
made no material resistance to the change, they es^ 
caped exactions. 

The negociation between the French republic and 
the emperor proceeded, and on the 1 7th of October, 
the definitive treaty was signed on the part of the two 
governments, at Campio Fbrmio^ near Udina, the 
principle of compensations betiig admitted as that by 
wkieh the strong^er powers were to make up their 
quarrels at the expense of the weaker. By this treaty, 
the emperor renounced all right and title to the 
Austrian Netherlands ; and consented that the French 
republic should possess in full sovereignty the ci-devant 
Venetian islands of the Levant, viz. Corfu, Zante, 
Cephalonia, and the other islands dependent thereon, 
together with their settlements in Albania. The 
French republic consented that the emperor should 
possess, in full sovereignty, Istria, Dalmatia, the Vene« 
tian islands in the Adriatic, the mouths of the Cataro, 
the city' of Venice, the Venetian canals, and the coun- 
tries lying between. the hereditary states and the 
Adriatic seas; the emperor acknowledging the Cisal- 
pine republic, founded on the union of the Cispadane 
and Transpadane commonwealths, as an independent 
power, which republic composed the ci-devant Aus- 
trian Lombardy, the Bergamesque, the Brescian; the 
Cremonesque, the Venetian states to the east and 
south of the Legner, the Modenese, the principalities 
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of Massa and Carara, and the three legations' of 
Bologna, Ferrarai and Romagna. This treaty, which 
was concluded with the emperor only as king of Hun* 
gary and Bohemia, the pacification of the empire 
with the French republic being referred to a con- 
gress, to be held at Rastadt, was immediately pro- 
mulgated, but fourteen secret articles, highly im- 
portant in their nature, w^re for a time concealed. 
By one of these it was agreed, on the part of the 
emperor, to use his influence that the French re- 
public should, by the peace to be concluded with the 
German empire, retain as its boundary the bank of 
the Rhine, from the confines of Switzerland, below 
Basle, to the branching of the Nette, above Ander- 
nach, including the head of the bridge of Manheim, 
the town and fortress of Meilt^, and both banks of 
the Nette, from whence that river falls into the 
Rhine, to its source near Bruch. His imp<^rial ma- 
jesty also agreed to use his good offices to obtain for 
France the free navigation of thp Rhine, the Moselle, 
and the Meuse; while on the other hand the republic 
was to endeavour to acquire for the house of Austria, 
the Archbishopric of Saltzburg, and part of the circle 
of Bavaria. On the injustice of the contracting par- 
ties, in combining to appropriate to themselves the 
territories of independent states, over which they 
possessed no other right or power than that which 
always appertains to the strongest, no censure can be 
too severe. 

Whilst Spain, Italy, and Holland, were held in 
dependance by France, whose victorious armies com- 
pelled Austria, the last continental member of the 
coalition, to accept of peace, its domestic tranquillity 
was shaken by frequent storms. Soon after the ap- 
pointgient of the directory, the two councils coalesced 
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for a time with the terrorists, in order to crash their 
mutual enemies, the men of moderate principles ; but 
the success of this plan was defeated by the still 
greater enmity which subsisted between those ter- 
rorists who adhered to • Robespierre to the last, and 
those who brought him to the scaffold* After the 
conspiracy of May 1796, the directors were more cir- 
cumspect in their conduct and language; and no dif* 
ference occurred between them and the councils, till 
the new election, which took place in the spring of 
1797, when, notwithstanding all the arts of intrigue 
which were exerted by the directory, and all the 
manoeuvres of the Jacobins, nearly the whole of the 
new deputies were adverse to the present system ; 
most of them were men of anti-revolutionary princi*^ 
pies, and among them were some royalists, and even 
more than one emigrant. At length the time caiB# 
for one of the directors also to go out, by lot ; and, by 
dint of management, it was contrived that the lot 
should fall upon Letourneur, one of the weakest cha- 
racters amongst then^. He accordingly received a 
large sum of money, was appointed to the post of 
ambassador, and Barthelemi was chosen to succeed 
him in the directory. From this time, there was a 
majority in the two councils opposed to the directory, 
and, during the summer of 1797, a regular warfal'e 
was carried on between them, in messages and in 
speeches. The majority of the nation sided with the 
councils, and, if their energy had been equal to the 
goodness of their cause, there could have been little 
doubt that they would have succeeded in their efforts^ 
to give a better constitution to France, and peace to 
Europe; their opponents, however, were better versed 
in the revolutionary tactics, more converisant with the 
maxims of the Robespierrean school, and less sbru* 
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poloug about the means of accomplishing their end. 
The directory, too, were masters of the army, and of 
the whole executive power of the state. Conscioas 
pf their majority, the enemies of the directory made 
no secret of their designs; but with a degree of 
weakness not easily to be accounted for, considering 
that they must have had a perfect knowledge of the 
characters and dispositions of the men who were op.-^ 
posed to them, they lost their time in petty disputes, 
and in subjecting the directory to trifling mortifica- 
tions ; whereas, if they had either waited quietly till 
the period of another election, when they might, 
without difficulty, have secured a majority in the 
directory, or had struck some decisive blow before 
the directors were thoroughly prepared for resistance, 
their triumph had been certain and complete* Al- 
though the directory had solemnly declared, that 
they could not, on any consideration, infringe any 
one article of the constitutional code^ when called 
upon to give up a portion of the conquests which they 
had made, in order to restore peace to Europe, yet, 
when their object was to crush their personal enemies, 
they did not scruple at its violation. .Que article 
expressly prohibited ^ the army from deliberating on 
any subject whatever, but on* the present occasion, 
i|) consequence of applications from the directory, 
who had connived at all their plunder and extortion* 
they loudly declared themselves in their favour : 
Buonaparte made all the divisions of the army of 
Italy present petitions, of a threatening nature, against 
the councils : Moreau and Hoche did the same with 
their armies on the Rhine, and the latter was pitched 
upon by the directory, to command a body of troops, 
which they had ordered to Paris to destroy" their 
eneoiies in the councils. By another article of the 
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constitutioD, the approach of troops to Witbio « carttin 
distance from the place at which the legislative body 
held its sittings, was expressly forbidden, but thit 
and every other article were disregarded by the 
directory, when they had any favourite object to 
accomplish. Hoche, however, alarmed at the state 
in which he foun4 the public mind, on bis approach 
to the capital, was induced to.decliae the commission; 
and Angerean, who was originally a private soldier^ 
in the Neapolitan army, but now a favourite general 
with Buonaparte, was employed in his stead. Auge«* 
reao had no sooner taken the command of the troops, 
than he moved forward, and passed the limit pre« 
scribed by the constitution, but his impetuosity out«- 
stripped the wishes of the directory, who were not 
yet prepared to inflict the meditated blow ; amU had 
the councils acted with firmness and decision, and 
passed a decree of accusation against the triumvirat^t 
they might still have succeeded} they wasted that 
time, however, which should have been employed in 
action, in frivolous debates, and fruitless discussions ; 
and, while they were engaged in the silly expedient 
of ascertaining, with precision, whether the troops 
had really passed the constitutional limit, the hall 
in which they sat was suddenly surrounded, and 
most of the chiefs of the party in opposition to the 
directory, together with the new director, Barthelemi, 
were arrested without the smallest resistance or diffi« 
culty, and, being placed in carriages, resembling iroa 
cages, previously prepared for the purpose, were sent 
to Rochfort, where a frigate waited to transport them 
to the pestilential deserts of Guiana. The remains 
of the two councils, who no longer constituted a legi^* 
tim$ie body of representatives, and who were not 
competent to perfom any one act of legislation, now 
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I- 

assembled at the Odeon, and conferred on the direc- 
torji by a foroial decision, that absolute power which 
they had usurped, in breach of the constitution. The 
immediate consequence of this event was, the triumph 
of jacobinism, and the re-establishment of a revo- 
lutionary government. 

On the 18th of May, the Princess Royal of Engr 
land, Charlotte Augnsta Matilda, eldest daughter of 
the Sovereign, was married to Frederic William, 
hereditary Prince of Wirtemburg, on which occasion 
a portion of 80,000/. was voted by Parliament for the 
royal bride: on the 8th of July, Mr. Burke, whose 
talents as a political writer and parliamentary orator 
were of the first order, died at his seat at Beacons- 
field, in the 68th year of his age : and on the 10th of 
November ^Iso died, after a reign of eleven years, 
Frederic William the Second, King of Prussia, in ihe 
54th year of his age. He was succeeded by his son, 
Frederic. William the Third, who, on his accession, 
adopted such measures of justice and prudence, as 
inspired c6nfidehce in his subjects, and augured a 
happy reign. 



CHAPTER XXII. 



In the interval between the treaty of Leoben, and 
that of Campo Formio, the British ministry, finding 
'that the coalition against France was effectually dis- 
solved, and that Great Britain was left absolutely 
alone in her contest with a power which had been 
acquiring allies in proportion as she had lost them, 
again declared themselves actuated by a wish for 
peace. Accordingly, on the 1 st of June, an official 
note from Lord Grenville to M. de la Croix^ the 
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French 'minister for foreign aflfairs^' comitmnicated 
the desire on the part of the British government to 
negociale preliminaries^ which might be definitively 
arranged at a future congress. The French govern- 
ment, pursuing their usual policy of negociating a 
separate peace with each of their enemies^ replied, 
that the directory would receive with eagerness the 
overtures and proposals which should be made to it 
by the court of England, but required, for the purpose 
of avoiding iklay, that the negociations should be 
rather for a definitive, than for a preliminary treaty. 
The British government rejoined, that it would de- 
pend upon the progress and turn of the negociations, 
whether preliminary or definitive articles should be 
signed. The directory, in three days after the date 
of Lord Grenville^s last note, transmitted the neces- 
sary passports for a minister, furnished with full 
powers from his Britannic Majesty, for the purpose 
of negociating, concluding, and signing a definitive 
and separate treaty of peace ; and fixed upon the city 
of Lisle as the place of meeting for the respective 
plenipotentiaries. On the 17th of June, Lord Gren- 
ville,*^ in a letter addressed to M. de la Croix, informed 
him that his Majesty had made choice of the same 
minister to represent him on this, ^s on a former 
similar occasion; to which the French minister, in 
reply, signified the consent of the directory, j;hat the 
negociations should be opened with Lord Malmsbury, 
intimating, however, that another choice would have 
appeared to the directory more favourable for the 
speedy conclusion of peace. On his arrival at Lisle^ 
his lordship was met by the Frenph plenipotentiaries, 
Letourneur, late meniiber of ,the directorial council,' 
Pleville le Pelley, and Hugues B. Maret, when he 
opened the business by submitting the plan of pacifij- 



154 HISTORY OF ENGI.AND* [1797, 

cation, which he had received from the British mi- 
nistry: tYmpTcjet required the cession of the colony 
of Trinidad, on the part of Spain ; and of tiie Cape 
of Good Hope, Cochin, in the East Indies, and the 
Dutch possessionsin Ceylon, on the part of Holland ; 
in return for which, it was proposed, that Great 
Britain should cede all the other settlements taken 
from France and her allies in the course of the war : 
our minister further required the restoration of his 
personal property to the Prince of Orange, or an 
equivalent in money ; and that France should engage 
to procure for him, at the restoration of peace, an 
indemnity for the loss of the United Provinces ; that 
Portugal should be included m the treaty, and that 
no demand should be made upon that country by 
France. 

To these proposals the French answered, that, pre* 
viously to entering on the main business, it was ne« 
cessary that three concessions should be made : first, 
that his Britannic Majesty should r«ign the title of 
. King of France i secondly, that the ships taken and 
destroyed at Toulon should be restored, or restitution 
made for them ; and thirdly, that any mortgage which 
England might have upon the Low Countries, in 
consequence of the money lent tb the Emperor of 
Germany, for the purpose of carrying on t^e war 
against France, should be given up. On tbi^ first of 
these points. Lord Malmsbury observed, that on all 
former occasions a separate lU'ticle had been agreed 
lo, which appeared to answer every purpose they 
required, and which it was his intention, as the treaty 
advanced, to have proposed as proper to make a^part 
of this : on the second, be replied, that the claim of 
restoring the ships was so perfectly unlocked for, 
that it was impossible for him to have been provided 
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for it in hw instructions : and on the third, that if the 
French republic had taken the Low Countries as they 
stood, charged with all their incumbrances, there 
could be no doubt what these words meant, and that 
if no exception was stated in the first instance^ none 
could be made with a retro- active effect. These were 
the observations that occurred to him on the first 
mention of the subjects to which they had adverted, 
but he would transmit a paper stating the three claims 
to his government for consideration. On the l«>th of 
July, the French plenipotentiaries addressed a note 
to Lord Maimsbury, in which it was stated^ that the 
French government, unable to detach itself from the 
engagements which it had contracted with its allies, 
Spain aiid the Batavian republic, established, as an 
indispensable preliminary of the negociation for the- 
peace with England, the consent of his Britannic 
Majesty to the restitution of all the posslessions which 
he occupied, not only from the French republic, but 
further and formally » of those of Spain and the Bata- 
vian republic. Lord Maimsbury replied, that the 
requisition of these terms was, in effect, to declare the 
intention of France to put an abrupt termination to 
the treaty, as it proposed cessions on one side, without 
any compensation on the dther : if this were the reso- 
lution of the directory, the negociation was at au 
end; and it only remained for Great Britain to per- 
severe in maintaining, with an energy and spirit pro- 
portioned to the exigency, a war that could not be 
0nded but by yielding to terms at once disgraceful 
and unjust* 

The French plenipotentiaries, feeling the justice of 
these observations, expressed a willing^ss to apply 
to the directory for fresh instructions ; but, though this 
MSttranqe was given on the 2dd of July, at a con- 
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feretice held between the plenipotentiaries on the 28th 
of August, it was admitted that no specific instructions 
had arrived. It was at the same time announced, 
that the delay of communication arose from the dis- 
satisfaction of the Batavian republic, at the suggestion 
of their settlements being retained by Great Britain. 
It was however notorious to all Europe, that the mem- 
bers of the directory were at this period tottering in 
their seats; and that, during the delay of the negocia- 
tton, their attentions were confined to their own pre- 
servation. ^During this crisis, another revolution, as 
has already been related, took place in France, whicb 
expelled two of its members, Barthelemi and Carnot, 
from the office of directors. These events led to ,the 
recal of the French ambassadors, then at Lisle, and 
-to the appointment of citizens Treilhard and Bonneir 
d'Alco, as their successors, a change not more un- 
pleasant to the feelings of Lord Malmsbury, than in- 
auspicious to the progress of the negociation. Imme- 
diately after their first interview, on the 13th of 
September, Lord Malmsbury was required to inform 
them, whether, as a preliminary to negociation, he 
was empowered to concede, on the part of his govern- 
ment, that England should surrender all the posses- 
sions she had gained from France, and her allies, since 
the beginning of the war: and his lordship was further 
required to return an explicit answer to this question 
in the course of the same day. On the 16th, his lord- 
ship addressed a note to the French plenipotentiaries, 
in which he intimated, that h& neither could nor ought 
to treat upon any other principle than that of reciprocal 
compensation, a principle which had been formally 
recognised as a basis equally just, honourable, and 
advantageous to the two powers^. On the same day 
the French ministers apprized his lordship of a decree 
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of the exe^Qtive directory, purpjortijag, that in. ca^e 
luord Malmsbury sboalcl declare himself not to have 
the necessary piowers for Hgreeiog to all the res^ 
titutionsy which the law« and the treaties which bind 
the French cepohHc msike indiVpensat>le,he shall return 
in four and twenty Jiours to his court, to ask for sufi* . 
ficient powers. The obvion^ answer to this iiiipertoo»^ 
qfiandat^ wa^ returned by bis lordditp at 8 o^clock in 
U|e evening of the san)e day, in a note demanding the 
necessary passports for hiinaeif and his suite, to return 
to i^ngland wHhin the tim? pi^scribed by the direc- 
tory. Pr^vi^usly to his departure, however, another 
meeting took pla^e bet^^e^n th§ plenipotentiaries, in . 
which M^ lordship urg^d e?ery oonsideraticui that 
miight ii^^uee (h^ French miniiters to recal their 
lat^ nnwarr^pts^ble proposals, but without effect; he 
thorf^fpre topk bi^ depMnre from Lisle %a the morn«- 
ing of the 19(h 9f Septefnber. 

Pfirli$^n)ent met QP th^ &d of November, and his 
Mfj^sty efipresi^ Jbi^ firm ponvictfpn, thfit the pap$m 
laid before the %^q Hoo/fes WQIlld proire to them, 
and t9 the ivqrld, that in the late negociations at 
li^le pF^ry ^tep bad been t^ken m h^H part which 
cpq)d teJid (P »PPeleriite the (conclusion of p^a^e ; and 
that h^ sti)I netain^d an ^rde^t desire fqr the ^itttin- 
menl^ of th^t bl^ng* When tlb^ {Ring's sptecb 
^cj^pae tp be t9km into .c^nsidenttion by the Com^ 
mons, the Hofs^e preseoted an ^xtr^rdinary appear-* 
ance ; the benches on the left of the Speaker'^ chair 
ufi longer exhibited their usual ocoupants. landing 
tjiieir Gonn^scAs r/eje€itad» and their opposition iin^ vail- 
ing, ithe opponents of ministers, with ^Qtn^ few ex- 
qeptioQs, had determined to Kyitihdraw for a timo from 
tJwijP pfcWW in Parlinmi^t, and to ifiAve the iiM»ubers 
of adpiwi^rat^on to pumue^bkeir own system of policy 
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ivithout control, alleging that they were wearied 
with attending merely to be outvoted" and reproached 
by the ministerial hirelings, as eneknies of their coun- 
try. Under these circumstances, the address on the 
Ring's speech, was voted in both Houses without a 
division. 

On the consideration of the papers relating to the 
negociation, an address passed both Houses by an 
almost unanimous vote, highly applauding the cdn- 
duct of his Majesty's government, and expressing a 
firm determination to support his Majesty to the 
utmost, and to stand or fall with our reli^on, laws, 
and Tiberties. It was considered by the nation at 
targe that the conc;essions ofiered by England at 
Lisle, were as great as it was proper to make, and 
that the claims of France were highly unreasonable 
and unjust ; a great portion of the people^ consequently 
evinced a renewal of ardour in the prosecution of the 
war, and the secession of the opposition from Par- 
liament being disapproved of by many, the ministry 
acquired some increase of popularity. 

A bill was introduced, early in the present session, 
and speedily passed into. a law, for continuing the 
existing restrictions on cash payments by the Bank 
of England; and on the 22d of November, Mr. Pitt 
brought forward his annual statement, relating to the 
public finances. The whole expense of the year 
amounted to 25,500,000/. and for the purpose of fur- 
nishing a supply equal to this immense demand, Mr^ 
Pitt declared it to be his intention to have recourse 
to a perfectly new and solid system of finance. Of 
this sum, 6,500,000/. would arise from the unap- 
propriated ' produce of the sinking fund, exchequer 
bills, and unmortgaged taxes. Of the 19,000,000/. 
then remaining to be provided for, he proposed to 
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raise seven within the year, by a new impost, under 
the designation of a triple assessment, which should 
be regulated by the existing assessed taxes, in a trip- 

' ireate proportion to their actual amount, limited how- 
ever to the tenth of each person's income ; and from 
the application of this principle of taxation arose, at 
subsequent periods^ the income and property taxes. 
Of the remaining 12,000,000/. four might be bor- 
rowed without creating an additional debt, the pro*- 
duce of the sinking fund, old and new, appropriated 
to the purpose of liquidating the^iational debt, being 
equal to that amount : the remaining 8,000,000/. he 
proposed to pay by continuing the triple assessment 
till the principal and interest were discharged, which 
would be. the operation of little more than another 
year. This plan, he said, would greatly damp the 
hopes of the enemy, and show to him, and to all 
£urope, that our national resources rose in proportion 
to the exigencies of our situation. He acquiesced 
in what had been so often said, that it would have 
been fortunate if the practice of funding had never 
been introduced, and affirmed that the period ha(j 

- arrived when an absolute necessity existed for some 
change of system. Mr. Fox, at the request of his 
constituents, now again appeared in Parliament, and 
made the severest animadversions on the, new scheme 
of finance, which was also opposed by Mr. Tierney, 
who had been recently elected for Southwark, Mr. 
Sheridan, Mr. Curwen, and others. After a number 
of animated debates, the triple assessment bill passed 
the House of Commons on the 4th of January, 1798, 
when the opposition divided 127 against 202. In 
.the Lords it waaalso carried, after considerable oppo- 
sition frohi the Duke of Bedford^ and Lord Holland, 
nephew of Mr. Fox, who made his first appearance as 
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a public speaker on this occasion, slnd display (sd coti- 
siderable talent. During the progress of ibis bill 
tbi'ough Parliament, a clanse wbs introduced, on the 
motion of the Speaker of the House of Commons, to 
admit ()f voluntary contributions towards the general 
defence of the country, now menaced with invasion 
by a powerful and enraged enemy ; and the sum thus 
raised, under th^ sanction of Parliament, amounted 
i/> 1,500,000/. to Which the B^iik of England con- 
tributed 200,000/. the King 20,000/. and the Queen 
5,000/. out of their private purses. 

^he next financial measure submitted to Parlia- 
ment, the redemption of the land tax, was brought 
forward dn the 2d of A|)rH. The revenue at that 
time derived from the tax amounted to 2,000,000/. 
'Sterling ; this Mr. ^Pitt proposed to sell at twenty 
years* purchase, whc^ the thrive per cent, cbiiiliols 
mrete at fifty, subject to a Hse in the price to 
pnrdhasers, adcordtng to -theorise of stoeks. ^Porty 
mHlioris sterling, the pr6sfl^t amount of the land- 
tax at tWenty yeai*s' phi'cfca^e. Would amr^nt to 
iBO,Oto,000/. thi^ per telht. Atbck, 'affi^rditig an In- 
terest of 9,400,000/.. and leaving, by this operation, 
lat cle^r annuM ^{n to the public revenue bf 400^000/. 
^Tfcepers^ who purebai^ his share of the land-tax 
wx>uld obtain ia landed security of his property, <knd 
that atB rate so favourable as to render it "avei^ de- 
sirable object. What was of mudi more consequence 
.to the interests of the state, 80,000,000/. of capital 
Would be iak^ out of the martc^t. Asto tbeierm^ that 
i^rbald be gft^, they sfaotfid, Mr.'Pitt 'obsei'ved, bfe 
tj6ch ^as Would induce every person who was able 
Ito bfec6ttfe a purchaser. The proprietor was of 
t:ouiide lo have the right of pre^-emptibn ; and, to 
tmnplify the.dperaiion, the purchase \vas td be made 
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in Stock, not ill money. The bill forther proTJdbd, 
that if the QWtier of the labd should not be able to 
¥tiake the purchase ^ithiA a time to be limited^ a 
Idl'ther period srboold be allowed. In the absence of 
the lieadifig mMnberM of opposition^ this bill passed 
into a law, wfthodt encountering any considerable 
difficulties ; but, from the radic^il defects of the plan, 
not^ more than about one4butth part of the land-tax 
was, within the space of the three succeeding years, 
bought np9 ^Md the advantage to the public, in point 
of revenue, did not within that' period exceed 60,000/. . 
a year« At the samie time that the land-4;ax at fottr 
shillings in the pound was made perpetual, certun 
dnties to the amount of that tax, on sugar and toba»to, 
wm*e rendered annual, in order that the control 
which Fariiament previously possessed over the public 
purse might snffer>no dimitmtipn. 

Though a message had, early in the session, be^ 
sent to the two Houses, stating the preparations mak^ 
iftg hy t^ enemy for the invasion of these kingdoms, 
^Md soliciting the attentiou/of Parliament to the suh- 
jeot, solne time elapsed before any regular plan could 
he matured for the national defrace. Mr. Dundas 
at length moved for the Introduction of a bill, to enable 
tiis Majesty to tall mt a portion of the supplementary 
militia ; and, after an interval of some weeks, a second 
bill was infi^doeed, Ibr the encouragement of irdun^ 
lifcry associations in defence of the country* This call 
Wfits f^omptiy obeyed ; and no period in the history of 
^reatBHtaiUHiraserer distinguished by more striking 
WMiifestatiotisof pi^tMtic4eelittg and military ardour. 
A third bill Wkis brought into the House by Mr. 
'I>ondas, lor the revival of the suspension of the Habeas 
^>o^pus act, wbil!b, when a rebellion was impending 
^\h one Idngddtn, a«id another was held in daily ex- 
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peotation of ar^ inyasion, could not with propriety 
experience ^ny opposition. The ,a,lien bill, for re- 
moving all suspicious foreigners out of the realm, was 
also renewed, and on the 25th of May, Mr. Pitt, con- 
vinced that the dangers of the country were con- 
tinually increasing, from the vast preparations accu- 
mulating on the coa^t of France,, moved for a bill for 
more effectually manning the navy. The chief object 
he had in view was the temporary suspension of the 
protections of seamen, and he expressed an earnest 
wish, that the bill should pass that day through ite 
different stages, with a suitable pause at each if 
required, and that it should be sent to the Lords for 
their concurrence. Mr. Tierney expressed his belief- 
that the augmentation of the navy might be provided 
for in the usual way. The very extraordinary man^ 
ner in which the House was called upon to adopt this 
measure could not fail, he said, to create great ^nd 
unnecessary alarm; and, indeed, from all he had 
lately seen, he miist view the measures of ministers as 
hostile to the liberty of the subject. Mr. Pitt rose 
with considerable warmth, and said, that if every 
measure adopted against the designs of France was 
to be considered as hostile to the liberties of this coun« 
try, his idea of liberty differed widely from that of the 
honourable gentleman. As a notice of the intended 
measure would enable those on whom it was meant 
to operate to elude its effects, how, he asked, could the 
honourable gentleman's opposition be accounted for, 
hut from a desire to obstruct the defence of the coun- 
try. Mr. Tierney then rosfe, and called him to order; 
on which th^ Speaker observed, that whatever had a 
tendency to throw suspicion qjcl the sentiments of a 
member, if conveyed in \ language that clearly 
marked that intention, was certainly irregular; of 
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this the House would judge from the right honourable 
gentleman's explanation. Mr. Pitt said, that if the 
House waited for his explanation, he feared it would 
wait a long time : He knew very well that it was not 
Parliamentary ta state the motives that actuated the 
opinions of members; but it was impossible to go 
into arguments in favour of a question,. without some- 
times hinting at the motives that induced an opposi- 
tion. He submitted to thd judgment of the House, 
-the propriety of what he had urged, but he would hot 
depart from any thing he had advanced by either re- 
traction or explanation. Mr. Tierney immediately 
left the House, and the next morning sent Mr. Pitt 
a challenge. On Sunday afternoon, the 27th, at 
three o'clock, the parties met on Putney-Heath, 
when two cases of pistols ^being discharged without 
effect, Mr. Pitt firing his second pistol in the air, the 
selzonds interfered, and the matter was accommodated. 

In this year, as in the preceding, the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer found himself obliged to lay before the 
House a second estimate of supplies, when he took 
. occasion to state, that the loan must be 15 instead 
of 12,000,0002.; and that the triple assessment, 
which was calculated at 7,000,000/., would, it wa6 
apprehended, from the numerous modifications and 
abatements, be reduced to 4,500,000/. The in- 
terest of the increased loan and deficiencies he es- 
timated at 763,0002. which he proposed to provide 
for by additional duties on salt, tea, dogs, horses and 
carriages, and by a tax on armorial bearings. The 
various duties on houses and windows were, at the 
same time, cojisolidated into one table. 

Mr. Wilberforce's annual motion for the abolition 
of the slave trade was this session seconded hy 'Mr. 
Pitt, and negatived by duly four voices. A better 
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fartofie, however, attended a Bill for reg^ulatitig the 
shipping and carrying* of slaves in British vessels from 
Africa, wjjich passed l^y a great majority. A motion 
by the Dwke of Bedford for an address to Hm throne, 
stating tl)e urgent necessity of a change in the mi* 
niirtry, was negatived, after a long and v^^ment 
debate, by a majority of lOOl 

In an early period of the session, Igarl Moira called 
the attention of the Lords to the stat^ of Ireland, ^nd 
entreated the House to take into considemtipifi the 
tendency of the oppressive ftnd cruel system now pracr 
tised with the authority of governn^ent, which« in- 
stead of removing discontents, had increased the 
number of the discontented, and would, he feared, if 
the system were not changed, ultimately separate 
Ireland from this country for ever, JUis lordship's 
motion, to this effect, was opposed « by XA>rd Grenville 
and the Lord-Chancellor, on the ground that the. 
House was not in possession of any authentic informa- 
tion on the subject; and that, supposing the evils 
copdplained of really to exist, the power to redri^ss 
them was not vested in the British* but in the Irbh 
Parliwient. The question of adjournment was eon-^ 
seqi}ently put and carried* On th^ I6th pf March^ 
1^1 Moira again brought the general st^te of the 
affairs of Ireland under -consideration, and stated, 
thitt he had the affidavits of a hundred persoqs ii?i his 
possession, to provo that torture had been employ^dt 
in e?^torting confessioiis from individuals agaipst them- 
selves, and against their neighbours ; aiud thathorfihle 
devaHttation had been made on the houses and pro- 
perty of persons accused pf disaffection. The Mv-^ 
quis of Pownsbire replied^ that ^;;eal had parried the 
noble lord too far in his representations against the 
executive government. Some of the wmy might haire 
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Gommitted excesses, but he would contend that it was 
not in- consequence of any orders they had received 
either from their officers or from government. With 
respect to coercion, he would not disguise that he was 
one of the first to recommend the proclamation for 
putting the county of Down under martial law. fiarl 
Moira rose to reply, but he was called to order by the 
Earl of Caernarvon, and his lordship reluctantly suf- 
fered the conversation to drop, after observing that the 
documents he had referred to did not relate to any 
casual excesses of the troops. 

On the 15th of June, Ireland being then in a state 
of actual rebellion, the Duke of Leinster, after an im- 
pressive speech, moved an address, humbly requesting 
that his Majesty would direct the proper officers to lay 
before that House a full and ample statement of the 
facts and circumstances which led to the disastrous 
affitirs of Ireland, and of the measures which had hi- 
therto been pursued for the purpose of averting such 
momentous evils. A long snd animated debate en- 
sued ; but the motion was negatived, by 51 against 
18. Oit the same day Lord G. Cavendish, in the 
House of Commons, introduced a series of resolu- 
tions, recommending a system of policy to be adopt- 
ed towards Ireland, at once firm and conciliatory, 
and wherein severity should be tempered with mercy. 
These resolutions were seconded by Lord John Rus- 
sell, but, on the motion of Mr. Canning for pro- 
ceeding to the order of the day, were negatived by 
212 to 66. Mr. Fox, in conformity with a notice 
previously given, then rose, and moved the following 
resolution, which was also negatived by a similar majo- 
rity : ^' That this Houite, understanding it to be a 
matter of notoriety that the system of coercion has 
been enforced in Ireland with a rigour shocking to 
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humanity, and, parttealarly^ that scourges and other 
torturer have been empleyed to extort eoafessieiis^ im 
of opinioo that an iamiediate atep should be put to 
pactices so diagraeeful to the British naaie, aud tlmt 
our hopes of restoriug tranquillity to Ireland murt 
arise from a change of system, as far as relates to the 
exeeutive goyemment, togettusr with a remoyai from 
their stations of those persons by whose adtice toch 
atrocities have been perpetrated, and towards whom 
the people of Ireland can feel no sentiments hut those 
of resetitment and terror. 

These discussions in both Houses of Parliament 
took place with closed doors, and the same syrtem of 
secrecy was pursued on the IQth of June, when a 
message from the King informed both Houses that 
various regiments of militia had made a voluntery 
tender of their servicen, to be employed in aid of tim 
regular and militia forces in Ireland, /or the supq^res« 
si on of the rebdlion unhappily eaistiog in that eom»* 
try. In tbe Lords, an address, empowering bis M^ 
jesty to accept tbe offer of such regiments as should 
be willing to serve in Ireland, was carried, after an 
animated debase, and in tbe other House Mr. Seevie^ 
tary Dundas observed, that as be was not aware of 
any objection that could reasonably be urged i^ainst 
the meawre, he should contecvt lumsdf with m^oving 
the thanks of the House to hi& Majesty iM his mett 
gracious communication. An animated debate^hdw* 
ever, ensued, in which it was argued, that if tla^ omIi- 
tia force of this kingdom were sent In Ir^ndi the 
l^inciple of tbe militia bill, as originally established' 
would be completely abandoned, and that the mea* 
fi^re was a gross and flagrant violation of tbe ccmstitu- 
tioa, Mf» Bankes n^ ved, as aa amendment,t tfiat ibd 
House cwsidered the prefiosition suggested in hie Ma* 
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jesly'ft m^mage wot the otoiMt comequence, and mcht 
as racpiind farther deJtberatMn. Mr. Secretary Wind-' 
ham said, it bad bwn Mg^eated tbi|t the Hoase ought 
to paiHie before it agreed to the addresa; but were 
they to paota while an actual rebeHion existed in ode 
eorneir of the empire^ white the King's troops and re* 
bob were fitting, aiid not to assist the foriner to 
bnng tbe laltar ^ a sense of duty ? On a diviston of 
^ HoOas^ there appeared for tbe address 1 J 8 against 
47, and bills^ founded upon the message, were after- 
wards passed, previously tp the prorogaliea of P^rlia- 
Bsent on the 29tb of June. 

£ngla«d being thus deprived of about 12,000 of its 
eonslitutional defenders, though still under the immi-- 
BO^t appreheasioa of an invasion, a spirit of military 
asdoop, equal to any exigenoy, at once seized and per- 
vaded tbe wiiele kM»gdoni ; and all ranks and orders 
el niaa eagerly formed themeelves Into volunteer corps, 
euBnanded ll>y officers ef their own choice, acting 
iwder ttmporapy eempaiissiens from the Riag. 

Bafeffe the rebelliDi^ of Ireland broke out into a 
flsHse, it bad been senetime evident that a dark and 
dangefOtts eeimexiei^ was eerrying on, between the 
Society of UnU^d Irkhmmi and the French goTcm- 
HMUt,. haviiif; for lis aim nothwig less than the dissolo- 
tien o£ the ooanexion between the two kingdoms. The 
Iridb nation^ never losing sight of their havings once 
been iMtepeadent, bad been engaged i'n frequent at>- 
tesifta jlo ikmem< off the Britisb yoke, and the estates^ 
forfeited ea th^ mppressMin of these insurvectiofifs were 
gimn isd to Ibiglidi settlers^ who, generally difktmg iff 
religious principles^ and engrossing polftit^al power, 
were always regasded by tbe native Irish as^ intruders 
and plundectis, from whenee arose a jealousy and 
antipailky wldeh time has not yet been able to eradi- 
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Gate, although, aft^r a series of years, the new settlers 
began to side with the natives, and to consider theni«» 
selves as having one common interest in their country* 
The British government, having seen the fatal ef- 
fects of coercive measures in the case of America, had 
since, adopted towards Ireland a much more liberal and 
enlightened system of policy. The penal statutes 
against the Roman Catholics were repealed ; they held 
their land on the like terms with the Protestants ; they 
enjoyed, in short, every right and franchise in common 
with the former, saving only the offices of state, and 
the privilege of sitting in Parliament. The Irish Ca- 
tholics, deeming themselves injured by the restrictions 
which continued, instead of being favoured by the re- 
lief bestowed, desired a participation in the privileges 
that were still withheld, and the Protestants conceived 
that the admission of a sect so superior to their own 
in number, to an equality of immunities, would be 
eventually a surrender of their own acquisitions and 
possessions, as the Catholics, by outnumbering theia 
in Parliament, might claim and recover thd^possessions 
of their ancestors, of which they very naturally deem- 
ed the Protestants usurpers. The lower classes of 
Catholics, ignorant and superstitious, and governed 
by their priests, were inflamed with the greatest ran-- 
cour against the Protestants, whom they abhorred as 
heretics, and detested as interlopers. This jealo)isy 
on one. side, and hatred on the other, were at their 
height when the French revolution astonished Europe, 
and elated the hopes of the reforming parties both in 
i!ngland and Ireland, who now thought that the dread 
of the people would operate so powerfully upon their 
rulers as to insure the fulfilment of their demands. The 
Society of United Irishmen^ projected and organized 
by Wolfe Tone, proposed to connect the whole Irish 
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nation together, for the purpose of a genenA meliora- 
tion of their condition, by a reform of Parliament, and 
an equalization of Catholic with Protestant privileges^ 
without any exception, civil or political. The Protest- 
ants, persuaded that, whatever their real purpose might 
be, the ferment they were agitating must be inimical to 
the existing establishments, formed counter-associa- 
tions, and assumed the name of Oranife^meiij in ho- 
nour of King William, the vindicator of Protestant 
security, and the establisher of Protestant property and 
power in Ireland. The Orange-men proposing to dis- 
arm the Catholics, bodies of these associated lo resist 
the attempt, and assumed the nameof defenders^ and 
varioua feuds took place, accompanied with great dis- 
order aiul some bloodshed. The united Irishmen did 
not immediately amalgamate with the defenders, who 
were rather violently outrageous than systematically 
designing; in them, however, they saw willing instru- 
ments when their owq deep laid schemes should be 
ripe for execution. Whether the designs of these as- 
sociate were originally to effect a complete separation 
of Ireland from Britain has not been ascertained as a 
fact, but that in the progress of their concert they had 
formed such a project is beyond all doubt ; and in jus- 
tice to the Catholics it must be observed, that the con- 
spirators were not exclusively of that community, re- 
form and Catholic emancipation being used by the 
leaders of the malcontents, rather to entrap the un- 
wary, than as the true object of those under whose 
banDen, the great ma» of the disaflFected were pre- 
paring to shed their blood. 

. So early as the year 1794, the French government 
bad sent an agent, named Jackson, a clergyman of the 
established church of England, and a native of Ireland, 
into these kingdoms, to acquire intelligence; jBind he 
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at Bnt took up Im reaideQce at the boaae of -.a British 
mergliaDt, of tb» aame of Skopo, at Oid-ford, near 
Londoa } lMit» fiadiiig ttiat the projeot of aa invasioB 
of Eaglaad was hop^ksst be repaired to Ireland, 
whence be carried on a correspoadence with his friend, 
tiie ISngUih merehant* They were both, beweyer, 
soon afterwards appreberMled, and fried on a ehargpe 
of high treaaiNi, when Stone was proneanoed not 
guilty, bnt Jacbaon was mnvicied, and at the mio» 
meat whf^a nenteiiee of death wto ahont ta b§ paaied 
upon hiiBf bi^ foil dowQ suddenly, and eicpked in the 
oeart. On this convietion. Tone, Hamiltea RoMim, 
aod some other distinguished meaibeia of the Society 
of United Irishmen, fibsconded to France; bat soon 
^i»T the departure of £ari FitzwiUiam from Irdbnd 
in 17p6> that society received an in^rtanft iaecessiatt 
of i»en ^ talents and inisin^nce, e»cog whom wane 
Artfaar O'Connor, lata a member q£ tha Irisb Parltar 
OBtfnt} the nephew aad presomptiFe heir of Lord Loa^ 
giieville; Dr, M'Nevin^ clwinnan of tba Gelholic coair^ 
■kittee ; Oliver Bond, an opulftiMt £kiblin merehant ; 
andt a barrister natned EnwieA. About the« close of 
thai year, a regobtv eoaimnnieation was opened by tbe^ 
leaders of the Society with the Fseqc^ Direolery^ 
threiagli the avediom of Tone and other insb refugees;, 
and early in, the foHowing year, a piopositfea waa re^ 
eeivodfffofis the French government, and aiocepfeed by* 
dm secret eommittee of the Society of United Irisb^ 
Biwn, to send aver an arnsy to Ireland^ to asMet in the 
pso|^etod effsrt to subvert the mooarcby^K and to separ 
rate Ireland from the British cennexaan. Thi^ fimfc 
agents oi tbet kwiwgenls demanded from. Fnuioe any 
Munfaee of troops^ ndt medre thani 10 nor Ips than 4000; 
boA dM Fremrh showed a. decided inelination to sand 
an ara^ snffieient to conq[9or and to retain pMees^ea 
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of tiie eolintry^^O or 60>000 bI least. Tkred ftVina^ 
mento, one fh>m Spain, a Mcond from Franctf^ and a 
third from Holland, were destined to tail for the GotiLst 
of Ireland in tb^ same year^ but the defisat of the 
Spanish fleet bj Earl St. Yinoent, and that of tb<». 
Batavian fleet by Lord Duncan, entirely disconcerted 
this plan of invasion^ These disarters by no means 
discouraged the insurgents, who bad their expoeta- 
kioos buoyed up by an assurance, on the part of the 
French Directory, that such succours as oirctiitiitancee 
would admit should arrive in Ireland from France, in 
the month of April, or May, 1706. At the commence^ 
ment of this year^ a grand eflbrt wa% resolved upon \ 
in the month of February, a military commission wai 
ap^tnted by the executive council of the indorgents,. 
and nocturnal assemblies were held in various parts of 
the kingdom, where the people were trailed to IIk) 
use of airms. At the same timo, Ar&dr O'Connor^ 
cme ef the pretended execoti? e directory, repaired to 
Iietidon with an inteiftion of proceeding lo France^ in 
eompaay with Binns, a very active member of the 
London Corresponding Society, Coigley, in Irish 
prmst^ and two attendants of the namei of* AHen and 
Leary» Attempis had likewise been recently made, 
with soole snccessy to form a' society of United fiiig*^ 
bsimien, on the niodsl of the United Irisii, and Coig>* 
ley anid Xinms were the chief promoters ^ this design^ 
which also extended itself to Scotland « 

Gmrernwieivt bavin|^ received aieowate inteltigfelVce 
velfettive to the dMMMns and designs of 0'€eii»«r and 
Imi asuociates, they were tidben into custody at Mar- 
girtOy in the attemfit to obtain a passage to France, on 
t)M 28th of February. After being cowfined some 
tifl»e in the To^Mr^ Ikey were removed to Maidstone^ 
wh^^ they were tsied by a speciat cooMsission, on- 
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the 2lst and 22d of May, two days before the break- 
ing out of the rebellion in Ireland ; and Coigley, on 
whose person was found a paper, purporting to be an 
address ** from the Secret Committee of England to 
the Executive Directory of France," was capitally 
convicted,. and died with heroic fortitude, in what he 
considered the cause of his country. No evidence 
appearing against Allen and Leary, they were inime^ 
diately set at liberty ; but O'Connor and Binns were 
detained on another charge of high-treason, preferred 
against them by the British government. After the 
proclamation of many districts in the southern and 
midland counties, the imprisonment and transportation 
of several persons implicated in the conspiracy, and 
other acts of power, a very severe wound was inflict- 
ed, on the J 2th of March, upon the union, by the ar- 
rest of the thirteen members composing the provincial 
committee of Leinster, with other principals of the 
conspiracy^ at the house of Oliver Bond, in Dublin. 
This arrest was grounded on the information of Tho- 
mas Reynolds, a Roman <!atholic gentleman, of Kil- 
kea Castle, in the county of Kildare, who had asso- 
ciated with the conspirators, and was colonel of a 
regiment of United Irishmen, treasurer of the county 
in which he reisided, and provincial delegate for Lein- 
ster. In these arrests Were included the most active 
and efficient leaders of the union, Emmet, M'Niven^. 
and Bond, being among the number. 

At the same time, a warrant was issued against 
Lord Edward Fitzgerald, and 1000/. offered for his 
apprehension ; but his lordship for some time eluded 
the vigilance of the police, and remained for several 
weeks concealed in the city of Dublib ; at length, 
however, he was discovered, on the 19th of May, and 
after a hopeless effort to effect his escape, in which he 
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wounded Justice Swan dangeroosly, and Captaia 
Ryan mortally ; he was hiiDself so desperately shot 
in the shoulder, that, after languishing till the 3d of 
the following month, he died ia extreme agony. This 
young nobleman, who was brother to the Duke of 
Leinster, and married to a French lady of the royal 
blood of the Capets, a daughter of the late Duke of 
Orleans, was eminently qualified for the excitement 
and direction of revolutionary commotionss beuig a 
man of daring courage, a most active spirit, ooosU 
deraUe powers of niind, and of a family highly re* 
apected for its ancient greatness by the lower classes 
of the Irish : the loss of such a man to th6 insorgtnt 
cause, and at such a juncture, cannot be estimated* 
The vacancies created in the directorial and other 
departments, by these arrests, were supfdied without 
difficulty^ but with men much less fit for the arduous 
task of overturning a settled government. Among 
the members of the new directory were two brotherst 
barristers, of the name of Sheares, to whon Cap- 
tain Armstrong, a govemmuent agent, found ready 
access, and, by a show of great seal in the cause, ob* 
tained the confidence of the leaders, from whom he 
learned that a general rising utust immediately take 
place ; that the impatience of the people since the 
criminal prosecutions could no longer be restrained j 
and that it was become necessary to make a great 
and immediate national effort, without waiting for 
French succours. The plan proposed was to seize 
the camp of Loughlih's-town, the artillery at Chapel- 
izod, and the castle of Dublin, all on the night of the 
2Sd of May : and it was further determined, that a 
simultaneous rising should take place at Cdrk ; on the 
21 St, however, the two brothers, John and Heoiry 
Sheares, with some others of th^ principal conspirer 
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tors, were apprehended ; the city and county of Dub-t 
lin were declared, by the Lord-Lieutenant and coun- 
cil, to be in a state of insurrection ; the guards at the 
castle/ and at all the great objects of attack, were 
trebled; and the whole city was, in fact, converted 
into a garrison. Amongst the precautions taken on 
this occasion by government, was the augmentation 
of' the several corps of armed yeomanry, a species of 
force that was first embodied in the mbnth of October, 
1796^ in a kind of independent Companies. These 
yeomanry corps were each composed of about fifty 
men, mostly cavalry, with a much smaller body of 
infantry attached to them, and were generally com- 
manded by a captain and two lieutenants ; the infan- 
try being armed like a regular army, and the cavalry 
furnished with a pistol and sword each, to which some- 
times a carbine was added. In six months froni their 
first establishment, the numbers increased to 37,000; 
and during the rebellion the yeomanry 'force exceed- 
ed 50,000. 

Of the means accumulated by the disaffected for 
carrying their revolutionary enterprises into effect, 
some estimate may be made from the following facts : 
a paper, in his own handwriting, was given by Lord ; 
Edward Fitzgerald to Mr. Reynolds, the infer mer, 
which purported to be a return made by a national 
committee meeting, held the 26th of February, 1798, 
and from which it appeared that the number of arm- 
ed men in Ulster, Leinster, and Munster, amounted 
to 269,896^ and that the sum of 1485/. 4s. 9d. was in 
the hands of the treasurer. Another return made by 
a meeting of colonels, held on the 28th of March, 
1798, reported, that their adherents, even araong^ the 
Kin^^s troops, were in the proportion of one in every 
three, atid that the insurgents were in sufficient force 
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to disarm all the military within the bounds of their 
own counties. That the armoury of the rebel force 
was at one time most extensive cannot be doubted^ 
when it is stated, that the following number of arms 
was seized by the different general officers in the year 

1797, in the provinces of Leinsterand Ulster alone: 
49,109 guns, 1756 bayonets, 4463 pistols, 4J 83 swords, 
248 . blunderbusses, 119 musket-barrels, 106 sword- 
blades, 22 pieces of ordnance, and 70,630 pikes, ex- 
clusive.of many arms seized or surrendered, which are. 
not included in this return. In the same year, 14,973 
pikes were surrendered in the county of Kildare alone, 
in consequence of the pardon offered by government 
to the repentant; and, in Dublin, on the 11th of May, 

1798, five pieces of cannon, and 500 pike-^handles, 
were seized. 

Sir Ralph Abercrombie having been appointed, on 
the 12th of December, 1797, commander-in-chief of 
the forces in Ireland, his first step in the discharge of 
his public, duty, was to make a tour of observation 
throughout the island. The excesses committed by 
the military in the provinces^called down severe re- 
prehension^ and on his return to the capital, he caused 
it to be notified in^general orders, that the irregulari- 
ties of the troops in Ireland had too unfortunately 
proved the army to be in a stale of licentiousness, 
v(hich must render it formidable to every one but the 
enemy. The . General, after the publication of his 
^ene*ral orders, and under the influence of the obser- 
vations he had made in his recent view of the country, 
endeavoured to impress the minds of those in power, 
with his own opinions, that coercive measures to the 
extent determined upon were by no means necessary 
in Ireland. But not having succeeded in producing 
the effect he intended by these representations, and un- 
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williog to tarnish 1ms mUitary faici«, or to risk Ihe loss 
of his humane and manly cbaracteri by leading troops 
to scenes of civil desolation, he resigned the chief com- 
mand of the army in Ireland on the 20th of April, after 
holding that appointment little more than four months, 
and was succeeded by General Lake. In the month 
0f March y orders were issued to the army by the Lord- 
Lieutenant, to proceed into the disturbed counties; and 
a manifesto, dated from head-quarters at Kildare, was 
on the 3d of the ensuing month addressed to the inha- 
bitants, requiring them to surf'ender their arms in the 
space of ten days from the notice, on pain«of large 
bodies of troops being distributed among them to lire 
at free quarters; promising at the same time to rewafd 
such as would give information of concealed arms or 
ammunition, but denouncing exemplary severities if 
the country should continue in a di£rt;urbed state. On 
the advance of the military into tihe other counties, a 
similar notice was given to the inhaintanAs, and the 
troops in the county of Rildare, and part of those in 
the counties of Caflow and Wicklow, were qwaitered 
in the houses of the disaffected or suspected, in num- 
bers proportioned to the supposed gcrilt and ability of 
the owners. Great numbers of booses with their fur- 
niture were burnt, where concealed arms were found, 
w whose occupants had been guilty of the fabrtcatimi 
of pikes, or other illegal practices for the promotion 
of the conspiracy. Many irregularities were of course 
committed by common soldiers, without the approba^ 
tion or knowledge of their officers, and many other acts 
of severity by persons not in the army, some from an 
unfeigned zeal for the service of the crown, and others 
to promote sinister purposes, or to gratify a spirit of 
personal animosity. 
It now became evident, that nothing sfaoit of 'oncof 
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tbo9e tremeiMious oonvQlsiom, which shake «tBUtes to 
their centre, eoold clear the political aitraospbere of 
Ireiand. The 'rebel chiefs had decided on open war^ 
and the SSd of May was the day appointed for the 
general rising of the country. 

Subsequently to the arrest of Lord Edward Fitzge* 
raid, the command of the rebel army devolved upon 
Samuel Neilson, who meditated an attack upon New- 
gate, in the city of Dublin, for the purpose of rescuing 
Lord Edward. With this view he assembled 6fteen 
of the insurgent colonels on the night of the 22d of 
May, a&d having produced a map of the city, he as* 
signed to ^each of them the post^ which they and their 
regiments were to occupy. The prison and the vice- 
regal residence were marked out mn the first objects of 
alltack, and the latter 4^difice was to be assailed in front 
and rear by different parties, while a select band was 
to ascend by ladders into the apartments of the prin* 
cipai members of government, and to secure their per* 
sons. Nor was it intended that the insurrection should 
be conned merely to the metropolis ; the plan em- 
braced the whole kingdom, and the signal for the ge- 
neral rising was to be the stoppageof the mail coaches. 
, This ptett of the project was indeed carried into effecft, 
for^ o^n the 2Sd, the Belfast m«iil <coach was detained 
and bm*nt at Santry, the Cork mail at Naas, and that 
travelling 4n the direction of Athlone, at Lucan ; but 
the rebels, not satisfied witii detaining the Limerick 
mail, barbarously murdered both the guard and coach-r 
tseran near ^e Curragh of Kildare. Eeriy in the mom- 
fng of the 23d, all the yeomen mthe city, amountmg 
to about 3500, and the few niilitarf in the garrison, 
Were ordered by 'General Lake to repair to the respec- 
tive ^larm posts, while the Lord-Mayor placed the 
Cot^k militia, with* two battalion guns, at the north side 
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of Stephen's Green. It fortunately hapoeped, that the 
royal canal and the grand canal, each nfty feet broad, 
and twelve feet deep, formed a compfete fortification 
on the north and south sides of the city, and all the 
bridges being occupied by military, the commuoica- 
tion with the disaffected from without was in a coDsi- 
derable degree cut off. 

This operation was not, however, carried into com- 
plete efiect, as nearly 3000 men entered the city to the 
north, on the evening of the 23d, for 'the purpose of 
joining the insurgents. A large body of rebels,.arnied 
with pikes and muskets, assembled in, Eccles-street, 
and its environs^ as well as in various other parts of 
the city, and great numbers were advancing towards 
Publin, with an intention of rushing into the city, as 
soon as the insurgents had carried the castle. At this 
crisis, Neilson, the rebel chief, was sqpprehended in the 
streets, by Mr. Greig, after a desperate struggle ; and 
on their leader being committed to prison, several 
thousand rebels, who were wfiiting with impatience 
the signal of attack, dispersed in various directions. 
The plan of the rebels was, it appeared, to assemble 
by beat of druni ; and it is well known, observes Sir 
Richard Musgrave, in his Memoirs of the Rebellion, 
that, in another hour, the fate of the city and its loyal 
inhabitants would have been decided.; for the mass of 
the people, armed with pikes and other weapons, were 
lurking in lanes and by-places, ready to start forth 
on the first .beat of their drums, and would have occu- 
pied all the streets, and assassinated the yeomen, be-, 
fore they could have, reached their respective stations. 
On the night of the 23d, and during the following day, 
several skirmishes Airere fought in the^ counties adjoin- 
ing the seat of government, and the towns of Naas, 
CJane, Prosperous, BstUy more, Eustace, and KilcuUen, 
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were attacked by the insurgent force ; and Carlbwi 
Hacketsfown, and Monasteveren, had to withstand 
similar assaults on the two following days* These 
feeble and unconnected efforts were not countenanced 
by a general rising ; for Ulster, in which province 
alone 150,000 United Irishmen are said to have been 
enrolled and mustered, declined the contest, in conse- 
quence of the unpromising state of their affairs; and 
the progress of rebellion, unsanctioned even by the for* 
malityof a manifesto, had hitherto rather resembled the 
capricious freaks of a discontented mob, than the unit- 
ed efforts of a large portion of the nation. War being 
openly commenced by the conspirators^ the Lord- 
Lieutenant^ issued a proclamation on the 24th, giving 
notice that orders were conveyed to all his Majesty's 
general officers in Ireland, to punish according to mar- 
tial law, by death or otherwise, all persons aiding the 
rebellion, and the following day presented an oppof- 
tutttty for carrying into effect these heavy denuncia- 
tions. On the 24th of May, an unusually large assem- 
blage of the insurgents in the neighbourhood of Car- 
low, forty miles south-west of Dublin, indicated that 
. an attack on that place had been decided upon, and 
on the day following the garrison, consisting of 
about 450 men, under Colonel Mahon, was assailed 
by a body of 1000 or 1500 insurgents. On their 
advance into the town, thev received so destructive a 
fire from the garrison, that they recoiled^ and endea- 
voured to retreat, but finding theit flight intercepted, 
numbers took refuge in the houses, which being imme- 
diately fired. by the soldiery, they met a miserable 
fate. .The loss of the rebels, on this oc/^sion, could 
not be estimated at less^than 500, while not an indi- 
vidual on the side of the loyalists was even wounded; 
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and, after tbe defeat, about 300 insargents wei^ hang- 
ed or shot. 

While, by the successful operations of the loyaJists^ 
the cottunnnication was bid open between the various 
parts of the kingdom and the .capital, which had for 
soBfie days actuiaUy sustained a species of blockade, an 
insurrection burst out where it was least expected^ and 
in a few days the county of Wexford was in a flaniie. 
On the night of the 26th of ikay, the standard of re* 
bellion was hoisted between Grorey and Wexfbrd, and 
Father John Murphy, a Romish priest, of Boula- 
Togue^ placed himsetf at the head of the insnrgetsts, 
two lai^e bodies of whom, both men and women, 
were collected on the following day, beii^ Whit*San- 
iwjf one on the hill of Oulart, the other on Kilthomas 
Hill, the latter of which, amounting to from 2 to dOO^ 
and commanded by Michael Murphy, another Romidi ' 
priest, were attacked by about 300 yeomen, who ad« 
vanced intrepidly up tJie hill, when the rehel fwce, 
ni^withstanding their siuperior numbers, retreated in 
disorder, leaving 150 of their companions dead on the 
fidd. The assailants, not satisfied with a victory so 
bonourahle to their skill and courage, tarnished the 
ladrels of the day, by burning two Romish chapels, and 
about 100 cabins and farm-houses belonging to per* 
sons of that community, in their line of march. Very 
different from the battle of Kilthomas was the result 
of another actixki fought on the same day, on the hill 
of Oulart, and where Father John Murphy commaiMl- 
ed in person. The insurgents, finding their retreat 
cut off, attacked their opponents with an impeluomty 
that overthrew all opposition, and so successful were 
their efforts, that a whole picked detachment of 110 
men^ from the North Cork militia, was slain, with the 
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yfhiie the Iq^s of the rebels was only three J^illed. aivd 
..skK .wounded. Falser John, .flv^l^ed with vicjtpijy, 
^afivanced to Enpkcorthy, i^nd that^plape was.attacj^- 
.ed on tt^e 28th by a rei^el forqe ^oui^iqg to 7000, 
pf w^ich about 3Q0 were ^rined with^ muskets. Yip- 
torj, which fluqt^ated for thr^e bpui^, at; length too|^ 
.Ji^ stand <^n the rebel ranks, and the , military, having 
jno,caiin,on to support the^i, were driven to. lib e neces- 
sity of ,SQunding a retreat. The loss of the g^rison, 
jiiqluding yolpnteers, ^^Lpiount^ .to ahgtut.90, and of 
the rebels, it is estimsited that at l^^st 3p0 fell. 

^he^pextn^i^yement of. the iqs^ijg^n^s^was to Vi^e- 
^g9r7)[iUl,4ijiear.Enwscpi*hy. /SJ^JI^M^^Jhey baited ;^t|tb|s 
,plape io^ tj^e.^th, JohnPepry.C^lQlp^gb, yf iJB^t^y- 

(tej^, and,Edward Fitzg/?r.a)/d, of,Newp9rk,,jfho^,>Y^^ 
,BefMiqb,amp B^pfl Har.v;ej,of pargyc^tle,^d.prje- 
pviqus^y.he^ cpmmit^,by |Jte l9yaljists to tb^ pr^i^Qn 
rS^t Wi^^fori^, jOu^|i9pji€i9i\f>f Jb^aying f^vpui^dt^ i;^bel 
.qause, ^p$;e , difp^tc^^^ , jvi^ a fftivfnif sip;i. to .en^^a- 

jvfmr to preiTful ^pn, them ff>j3^i^v^. ^Tibi^^S^P^W?- 

lOg ^/idipion ei^l^irejy jFail^j .aip^ C9ldlft^g)i.wi»s oy- 
\4^tM \P .return t ^o We^Jford, while. Fitzgerald was 
^^e^iff^ed • : ^P ; Pf ou^pt were . tb^e, reibiels. in tbeir mo vf- 
.^^ieiits,.;tliat before thoiey^n/i^tpf tbe^sanjie day, thpir 
laiijy^ced gqainl was pijisb^ forward jto TbreeifRo^lfs, 
twithi^ J.hree jrnUes of i^^xford^.^nd thfit j^nenpe 
^^|Led uppn.as OQe.of i^beir .future gmUi^ry s;^tio^s. 

Qn. tbeir ^ptprpapb j^he coQs^ej^iqn^of the inbabitanf s 
.of y Wexford became ei^t^pgtej, sii^pipipn^b^wnlied ^){j^y 

bpfio^n ;^apd as a,?ne*«u;:e ^f ,pffif:^^tiqn, .orjlers^we^e 
issued V to extinguj^h , all tjie< firi^s, eT^njtbpse.of,.tbe 
, balsas,. ^nd^o.mirgpf all .tb^i tbftt^b^^ hous^^,in.tbe 

,toi??n,.to ^prevept jtbe 4p€^?idiary oppr^ip^^^f i^^idj?- 
j^ected. J Jntlbis extremity , .im^OtUfld^s Xl^Iff^mi fer 
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refuge on board the ships in the harbour; the shops 
were all shut» and many of the affrighted inhabitants 
sought security in flight. The military force at this 
time in Wexford amounted, in the whole^ to aboot 
iSOO men, whilst the rebels were at least 15,000. It 
was announced to the garrison, in the course of the 
eyeriing, that General Fawcett was marching froai 
the fort of Duncannon, and that his arrival with a 
strong reinforcement might be hourly expected. The 
genera], having arrived iil the night at Taghmon, 
pushed forward a detachment of eighty-eight men, 
including eighteen of the artillery with a howit;zer, 
under the command of Captain Adams of the M eath 
militia ; but this detachment was unfortunately inter- 
cepted on the morning of the 30th, near the camp at 
Three Rocks, and after a sharp engagement, in which 
a majority of their number was killed, the survivors 
fell into the hands of the enemy. The general, who 
had halted at Taghmon, on receiving the account of 
this disaster, retreated precipitately towards Duncan- 
non, with which "the troops in Wexford were unac- 
quainted for several hours; and Colonel Maxwell, 
acting upon the supposition that the general would 
be able to take the rebels in the rear, while he attack- 
ed them in fronts sallied forth from the town or the 
following morning, taking with him the principal part 
of the regular force at that time in the garrison ; but 
this operation proved altogether unsuccessful. On 
the return of the troops a council of war was hastily 
assembled, at which it was determined to evacuate 
the town, and Counsellor Richards and^ his brother 
were appointed to inform the insurgent chiefs that it 
would be surrendered into their hands, without further 
resistance, on condition that the persons and property 
of the inhabitants should be respected ; in the mean 
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time» the military^ withpat apprizing the inhabitants 
of their intention, had commenced their retreat, tak<- 
ing the route for Duncannon fort; and the insurgents, 
after some further parley, poured into the town oyer 
the wooden bridge by thousands, shouting, and exhi- 
biting ^very mark of extravagant exultation. Theiii^ 
first step was to proceed to the prison, whence they 
instantly liberated Mr. JEiarvey, and insisted that be 
should become their .commander. The inhabitants, 
rendered hospitable by their fears, entertained them 
with great profusion, and every house in the town, 
i>ot previously deserted, soon became decorated with 
green » After various scenes of disorder, naturally- 
attendant on such an occasion, parties were dispatch- 
ed in boats to bring on shore all the men, arms, and 
ammunition, they could find in the ships and other 
vessels in the harbour ; and those vrho were recog- 
nised as having rendered themselves obnoxious to 
these, sanguinary wretches, were pierced with pikes 
upon the beach. 

The inhabitants of Wexford enjoyed a temporary 
repose on the night of the dOtb, which passed in com- 
parative tranquillity ; but early (kk the morning of the 
31st, the*streets were again crowded, and the confu- 
sion and plunder of the pr^Bceding day recommenced. 
After much entreaty, the insurgent force was induced 
to move out of the town and encamp on Windmill^ 
hilb, where they divided into two bodies; there re- 
mained, however, a kind of rebel authority in the 
{^ce, which assumed the office of supplying the 
camps, and issuing proclamations: the office of mill-, 
tary commander was confided to Captain Keugh; 
and each of the wards had a company of guards, who 
performed the garrison duty of the place, and held a 
regular morning and evening parade. 
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By tfiisr time, the itisurrection had become g^ittefaf 
throtigftorttt the coaivtty, estcej^t Krhert the people ^wtere* 
kept db^rt^ by thie^ prei^nce of the mtlitaty; allAfe 
for^^s, bdth in t<mn and country, ytete in conseqtience 
cbntihdtilfy employed ih fabricating pike-blade»; and- 
liml^^r of every desfcriptiori fit foi* handles was pro* 
cbred for that pui*pose. Poof oyster smacks were 
fitied oirt in the barbonr, and manned with 25 men 
each, t6 cruise off the bay, and to bring in yesfi^hr 
ladeii with prorisions, to suppfy the marketi^, which' 
were totally deserted by the farmeri. All i^piftcicf 
seemed ia have vaniafhed during the insurrection, and^ 
bank notes were held in such low esiitttation, that 
gt^at quantitiesr of them Were ' destroy ed in lighting 
t6bacco-pipes;, lairid in wadding for fire-lo6ki^. So' 
lihtichi indeed was thi^ value df paper money deptej- 
dated; and of specie advanced, that a pound of beef 
^ks regularly sbid iih the market of Wkxfotd foif otst 
j^e^ny in b^sb; whed a baiik hdt6 of the nomihsil vAlut 
of 26^. would not purchase the same Weight of that 
cbiiittibdity. Whildt the sbuthern part of the cbunty 
ot Wexford tVas ih this hbriHble statfe of commottoif, 
the lidrtherri baronies tbwardi^ Gforey weiie all fright- 
fiilly aglti^t^d; Oh the nhroithih^ of the iM of Jdhb;^ 
t}i^ garrisoti of Bufaclody, thHee ttiildsfrdth Enniscdi-- 
thy, coniSisting of 500 men; w^s attacki^d by a dte^ 
tachmetit 6f rebelfr, froutt the' cdmp at Tiriegar-ftill, 
ambdnting to about 5000, and bdmhiandbd by Fattibl- 
ltei*n, a iiiih of eitra'drdinary tSftaturlB, strength^ And 
jfi^tdciiy. Aftfer i shar^ engagement, during whYcJk 
the )by ilists^ werb at one tiihe obliged to quit tti^ 
tbWn, the ^^dS)i^nt§ wei^e at lei^gtfa defeated, "With a 
Ib^s df &t/6ut 200 ^laii^, wKle that x>r the vittA^ 
^'ounted bniy i6 two priVatcni. - TKis victory Wd8 
of no small impdH^de, Us k dilSferent redtiH woMd 



hitve omii(04 a> way ibr the Weaifevd yebek i«to' the 
county of Cieirtow, tfae miitg of wboMe inbabilaiito t0 
<)o^p<^rate with fthofite of Wicklo^ aifid Kild«rt» at« 
Heady in am»v i^^^* imte giren great eadburraiMiiieiii 
to gt)V^inw6nt. 

Whilst one division of the Wfexfordian army, vmdet 
Father John Murphy, were prosecuting tlieir ?lcto- 
nous career in the noHhi the otiler, under BeaueHamp 
Bagnel Harvey, aePvanced to the w^st for the purpose 
of Mta6kit)g New Koss; btit the capture of the town 
^M tm object of considerable dlfficrfty, as the ganri- 
i^n, iVbidb Was commanded by Major-general Johnr 
son, consiMed of 1200 effective men, exclosive of 150 
yeoihen, Who had been for sonfie time prepared for ttie 
attack, and were all judiciously stationed. About five 
d'clM^k in the mMrtiiug of the 5th of June, 80,000 in*- 
surg'enfSj abtmt oiie-*fburth armed with muakets, an<l 
the reina^der with pike^, marched up to the place 
With gi^evtt bMVery, drove in the advanced guard, and 
todk poMessicrh Of the alarm post, ^he first onset 
was fuHdus, but they were repulsed by a detacbment 
c('\^ fifth dragoon^ : they, however, iristanlSy rallied, 
and notwlihstah^ng cannon were (Planted at the crosiEi 
lanes, so ai to sweep the streets as they advaneed, 
duidh were tfae Weight and impetuosity of the column 
fbrmed by the asisBiilants, that the main body of the 
garris^dn fled o^tet the bridge with great precipitation. 
The cottin^anding officer, however^ having re-animat- 
ed hrs itten, tl^btttrived to turn the rear of the afrsailants, 
who Were noW disfpersed and overcome ; atid as raw 
ttOdj[>s can never be ralHied, they retreated with the 
AtiMst n^eed, aftter a (contest of several faom*s, fest te 
Cw*€?t, ^ttd theh to Catriiiby me-hitts. The fllang4i- 
tcr of tJfte rdiels was prodigies: tfie Kittg^s troops 
. Ibst abt/tat '90 mt^n killed, among whom was liord 
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Mountjoy, colonel of the Dublin militia, and the 
woanded and missing amounted to about 130. En- 
raged at this defeat^ some dastardly rebels turned 
their fury against objects incapable of resistance, and 
more than 100 Protestant loyalists were wantonly and 
barbarously massacred in cold blood. 

The army under Father Michael Murphy, about 
20>000 strong, advanced against Arklow, on the 9th 
of June. The attack, which continued for upwards 
of two hours, was fierce and irregular; but the inces- 
sant fire of the troops rendered all their efibrts abor* 

(to 

tive, and they were never able to penetrate into the 
place. At length Father Michael, after haranguing 
his followers, advanced with a standard on which a 
cross had been emblazoned, but though he had repre- 
sented himself to be invulnerable, he was killed by a 
cannon shot, on which his troops instantly dispersed^ 
and retreated, in a disorderly iptianner, towards Cool"- 
grency. The insurgent army, now under the com* 
mand of General Byrne, iiext meditated an attack 
on Hacketstown, but the approach of General Lake 
(compelled them to abandon that design, and to com- 
mence their retreat, on the 20th, for Vinegar-hill. 
The army under General Needham moved from Ark- 
low to Gorey on the 19th, and from thence towards 
Enniscorthy on the "SOth, for the purpose of co-ope- 
rating in a plan formed by General Lake, for surround- 
ing the rebel station at Vinegar-hill. For this pur- 
pose, difierent armies moved at the same time from 
various quarters-* that under Lieutenant-general Dun- 
das, from Baltinglass ; another under Majors-general 
Sir James Dufi^, and Loftus, from Tullow ; that from 
Arklow, under General Needham, and a fourth from 
Ross, under Majors-general Johnson and Eustace. 
Oa the march of the latrmy from Ross, the rebel bands 



I79d.] GlBOItQE THE THIR]>. 187 

under Father Philip Roche^ 'on Lacken-hiH, fled in 
the utmost confusion, and ^separated into two bodiesf 
one of which directed its march to Wexford, and the 
other to Yinegar-hilU This fanious eminence, with 
the town of ^nniscorthy at its foot, and the country 
for maiiy miles in circumference, had been in the pos- 
session of the rebels ever since the 28th of May, dur- 
ing which period, continual apprehension of death had 
attended the hapless loyalists who had not succeeded 
in effecting their escape. The army commanded to 
march from different quarters to surround this post, 
consisted, in the whole, of about 13,000 effective men, 
with a formidable train of artillery, and with such a 
strength, judiciously directed, the whole insurgent 
army, estimated at 20,000, might have hwti taken or 
destroyed. The troops, being divided into four dis- 
tinct columns, advanced, early in the morning of the 
21st, against the insurgents, while a fifth, under Ge- 
neral Johnson, having carried the town of Enniscor- 
thy, scaled the heights in different directions; but 
notwithstanding these formidable preparations, the re* 
Tolters were enabled, from the strength of their posi* 
tion, to defend the line during an hour and a half, and 
it was not till th^y were out«flanked, and nearly sur* 
rounded, that th^y gave way, leaving behind them 
thirteen light fidd-pieces. The slaughter was im- 
mense, for no quarter seems to have been given upon 
this occasion; and those who escaped the musket, 
when overtaken, perished by the bayonet ; whilst the 
King's troops had not above 100 either killed or 
wounded. The action was less bloody than might 
have been supposed, as the troops under General 
Needham, being unable to reach the position assigned 
them, left an opening through which the rebels re- 
treated, and Y^hich, froni that circumstance, was lu- 
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rdittotii^ Mlkd N^eedham'Siff^. Thfoqgh tUsopen- 
.tBg an ^iatramne ^oohimn retmated by ,the met ^jAb lof 
6liie Staney, 4>att of whkck mteted Wexford; ,while 
iBDOther, and more iwimfiroili^ deitaclunonti h^s^^d by 
the daiefUf Mnrphy and ^Rodbe, readied the Three 
Rodcs, and having 'hehl^ hasty eoanoil of war, march^ 
-m1 ^across the mountaks to the <;pun(y of Eilkenqy. 
Wexford 'was^relievedon/the Mine day us Enuiscor- 
Ihy, Bongftdier^geneml Moor^, whose trqops had, ^on 
the preceding day ^vanquished a i^qI force of ^cn* 6000 
men at-Gofifs-bridge, noarHore-^town, hayiQg,fan the 
morning of the 2 lut, received a propoiial fromtthe in- 
habitants to surrender tbe town, and to r^twn ;(o th^ir 
aHegiance, provided .he would guaraBty their . lives 
•and propsrty. This prqposal General Moore f^^t 
'it his duty to transmit toiGeqeral Kiake« and marphiiiig 
^^irectly for Wexford, kte 9tationed .his army \rithfn 
a^^ileof that ;pkoe, the lo^lists lof whiob, lU^e tbose 
-of ^Bnniscorthy^ had,>since it fell into ther|w94s!9f tj^e 
)nisai^ents,'beenfin a state of .incessant apprehension 
-and sufleribg. 

/The Wiexfiiid insurgents^ : in> the hope . that > fjbieir 
i4fKdri^f surremUr would be acoed^d ito,^by General 
^'iiak^, 'Sffvd conscious that it wasf iai|M>s8tt>Ie4o4)|^pQ9e 
^>any dieotnal resistanee to.the over^hcikiiing foirfe 
-fe«u>agfat against ithem, liberated Loni Kingsh^roff^by 
'fwbohad' been some tiime:ft>prisoner,,iand on the<2}i5t 
nimrtiendered the -town i into his Inmda. Contfary |o 
^theii^ hopes, G^neraLLake iosiated: upon the. 'anaon4i- 
^iionahsurreDder«<>ffthe place, arid in > his ^answer to 
tdhetr proposal, informcid Ahe inhahitaBts, that no teriBs 
i«iHil^ beigranted iotfebds in: arms< against their soye- 
tmign. 'On the evaimation! of fche. townrby the miiin 
-hody ofi insurgents, »part>of them, under Fitzgcmldi 
^etry, and^Bdwardi'Boehe, |>a89ed»over:the bridge.to 
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^ f aitern sidei oi tkfi over SUney, and Ijba rei|^ i^n- 
cj^r Pa&ber ]?bili|^ Ro^l^j^ io an oppos^t^, ^irectjon, j^t/9 
tba burony of F4a«t|i« 

Tbt.body of r^beki^ which had cetreated trom. Y i|i««. 
gar^hiUs a^d peoetrat^ into ^e couijity of Kilkeqny 
by tiie Scullagh g^p, vh^ sw^rajte? the comnties of 
Caifow apd WexJbfd^ burnt the village of KiUedipQnd^ 
and prooeedod to Goreabndge, und^r the conmand 
of Father John Murpby* of Boulavogue. Having 
^draaieed i« coiamn, they were opposed }^y !(ieu- 
teoMt. Dixon, who in vain endeavoured to i^ainl^an 
bia port against their overwhehaiAg 4isparity of force; 
but th^ir suooess WM of short deration, for tlpey wero 
pursued by Cieoeral Dunn and Sir C^harle^ ^agill/mid 
totally d^eated,, on the ^^h of June, at |^i|comne^;^ 
hill, with a. loss of from £ to 300. slain, pjid tfi^ light 
pAoe^a of cannon ta^em with 700 bpr^iof , ^^ fiU tl^ 
rert of their plunder. IMlorphy^ the qomqa^nd^ir-iu* 
chief, ^bo fled from the field of battlcj, waa t/f^eaa^ won 
aftcBT, aud being eoBdueted>(to the he«^d^i]uarters pf 
Geaeval Sir James Duff, at TuUoWj^ w^f^ bai9^e4 the 
same day^ and his h^d placed oq t;he jpiii^eVhou^e. 
. la the south* the spirit of rebellion was now. h^ppHj; 
approaching to its t^min^tton ; waA ia the m^rtb^ <^i$ 
revolutionary Gontest nerer ef^lybita4 a ^^ry ft^rmid'^ 
able shape, for the diiaffee|€^> Pri^testaplf ii) thi|| 
quarter, shocked at the enormities peiFp^rate4« fnd 
the intolerance displayed, and spandalized by ihfi 
pretended miraden ^rpught by the blqod-staine4 
priests, Roche and Murphy* deteinaiAed to vp^t tl}^ 
seduction. They indeed fouj^ means tp keep p^r 
session of Antrim for a fi^w days, tl^iugh, on bein^ 
attacked with aennoh aqd musketry, on th« 7th pf 
Jane, they wereidriven out pf the t^wn, with theioisif 
of about 200 slain, but not, till Lord O'Neill, who 
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commanded a regiment of Irish militia, had been 
mortally wounded. They were also repulsed in an 
ill-concerted attack on Carrickfergus ; and at Bally- 
nahinchy where they had determined to make a stand, 
with 6000 men, under Munroe, the northern chiefs 
they received a total overthrow. On the subsiding^ of 
this minor rebellion in Ulster, another local rising 
took place in Munster, which being much inferior in 
vigour, wi^s easily suppressed. 

After the signal defeat of the rebels at Vinegar-hill, 
and their consequent expulsion from Enniscorthy, 
Wexford, 8cc. a considerable number dispersed, and 
returned to their usual occupations. The more des- 
perate retired to the mountainous parts of Wexford 
and Wicklow counties^, where, for a while, they 
waged a desultory warfare, but in the cooise of a few 
weeks were completely subdued ; and those wbq still 
resisted might rather be considered as small compa* 
nies of banditti, who lurked in the woods and naoun- 
tains, and committed nficturnal depredations, than as 
ian embodied force. At length the insurg^ent chiefs^ 
Fitzgerald and Byrne, surrender'ed to Generals Dun- 
das and Moore; and this sanguinary insurrection, 
which broke out on the 28d of May^ and raged with 
tfitense fiiry till the 22d of the following month, was 
finally extinguished on the 12th of Jnly. 
' Dublin, having escaped the horrors of insurrection, 
now became the theatre of * public justice. The first 
person brought to trial was a rebel chief of the name 
of Bacon, in an extensive line of business in the me- 
tropolis, and of the Protestant persuasion. • He was 
apprehended on the 2d of June, disguised as a female, 
and proceeding in a chaise to the country to. join the 
inisiurgents. Being found guilty of high treason, he 
Was executed on the 14th, on the same scaffold with 



1798.] DBOROfi THE THIRD. 191 

Lieutenant Esmond* a Roman Catholic, convicted pf 
beading the rebel forces. Henry and John Sheares, 
the sons of a banker at Cork, and educated for the 
bar, were condetnned on the clearest evidence, and 
executed in the front of Newgate. The trial of John 
M'Cann, secretary to the provincial committee of 
Ijeinater, followed on the 17 th ofJuly, and he suffer- 
ed with Michael William Byrne, delegate for the 
county committee of Wicklow. Oliver Bond, a man 
of considerable fortune, and one of the principal con- 
spirators, at whose house the jLeins.ter delegates had 
been arrested on the. 12th of March, was arraigned ior 
Jiigh-treason on the 23d of July, and his trial continued 
till seven o'clock on the morning of the 24th, when 
lie was coi^victed. These trials were all by jury; but 
in Wexford, and other parts of the coqntry, the more 
summary tribunals of courts-martial were resorted tq. 
On the 26th of June, Matthew Keugh, the rebel 
governor of Wexford ; the B.ev. Philip Roche, the 
general; and seven others, having been previously 
tried and convicted, were brought to the bridge a^ 
Wexford, and executed. Among the persons who 
suffered for' high-treason on the same bridge, were 
Beauchamp Bagnel Harvey, John Henry Colclough, 
and Cornelius Grogan. The two former, who had 
quitted the rebel army soon after the battle of Ross^ . 
^sgusted, as they declared, in their last moments, 
with the cruelties and oppression which had been 
exercised on those who fell into the hands of the 
rebellious mob, were discovered and taken in a cave ' 
Oft one of the S^altee Islands, or rather rocks, v^hich 
lie in the entrance of Wexford harbour : Grogan, a 
penurious old gentleman, died possessed of an estate 

of 8000/. a year> In the town of Wexford alpne, 
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'the crimes of rebellion and murder. 

The state of Ireland appearing to reqiihre a LoraU 
Lieutenant who could act in 'a military as^well aa 
^rn\ eapa€Hy> the MarquiB^Cornwaliis was appointed 
to «miceed Earl Oanoden, "and made bis entrance 
into the eapital on the 20th of Jaae. He BniteQ 
cobciKation with fil^iliness; tod * whilst displaying a 
System of mioderation and mercy to the iofataated 
rabble^ did not fail to make example of those who 
had tnififled them. Ob the 8d of July^ a prodmmation 
from the new Yic^oy appeared in the Dublin Gazette, 
authorizing lifs MajeiSty's generak to afford protection 
to such insurants as, having been simply guilty <bf 
rebelKon, iihduld surrenderr their arms, abjure all un- 
laWfbl engugements, and take 4lie oath of allegianoe. 
To give ikte full -sanction of law to this measure, a 
message was delivered from his efxcelleney to the Jrish 
Parliflmiekit, oh the 17th, on which was grounded ^an 
act of aminesty to all who, not being leaders; had tiot 
committed manslaugfatbr, es:cept in the heat of battle, 
and who should comply with the conditions of the pro- 
clamation . This act was followed by a treaty between 
the gt)vernment and the chiefs of the United iri^meo, 
negociated by Mr. Counsellor Dobbs^ a member of 
tiie House of Commons, bearing date the Mth of 
Jtily, and expressed in the following terms. >«^'rBfaat 
the undersigned state prisoners, in the three prisoas 
of Newgate, Kilmftinham, and Bridewell, engage 40 
g^ve every inforihation in thefr- power of the w^iolevf 
Mieititernal transactions of the United Irishmen ; =«ad 
that each of the prisoners^shall gfire detailed^ klforma- 
tion of every transaction that has passed between 'die 
United Irishmen a&d'foreigti "states ; imt that thepvi* 
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«otieni are 4iot, by nanung lor describiiig, lo inplioate 
any perscm whatever.; and that tliey are ready jto 
emigrate ^to sach country as shall be agreed on be- 
tweea them and government, and give secarity not 
to mtimi to Ihis 'Oonntry -wiAhmit the pwmission of 
govemment, and Jaei .to pass into an enemy's comifary, 
if, on A> cloing, they aDe.:to he freed from proseg^ntion, 
Mid Also Mr. Oliver Bond, (then under sentence of 
death) ^be pemiitted to take the benefit of tbis propo*- 
md. The tstate prisoners also hope, diat the benefit iif 
this ^pn^osal may be extended to sudi persons in 
oartody as doaay choose to b^iefit by it." 

Some of the rebel chiefist who had hitherto remained 
4n ajrms, among whom was Aylmer, now mrrcaidered 
^ir persons. Jirthur O'Connor, Thomas Eddis £m- 
nMtt,.Dr.M'Nevin, Samuel Neilaon, and other ptm^ 
eipals^if the eonspimey, gave details on oath^ in their 
eioaiiinations before the secret eommittees of ihe Xw> 
HoQses of Parliament, from whidi it appeared, that 
the rebellion originated in .a syst^n, fwmed, not M^itb 
a view of obtaining either Calholiq emancipation, ior 
apy reform compatible witii the exiakenee of tbe oon* 
atitutioQ, bot for the purpose of sabverting the go- 
Temment, separating Ireland from Great Britain, «nd 
forming a democratic republic i that the means resort* 
•ed to for the attainment of theae dettijgas was a ^cret 
eystematio combiaation, artfully linked and connected 
together, with a view of Ibrming.the mass of thelo^ii^r 
ranks into a revolutionary foroe, acting ip amc&ttf 
and moiling as one body ; that for the further ^acocnn- 
plisbment of their object, the leaders of the conspiracy 
eonchided an alliance with the French directopy in 
1796, by which it was stipulated, that 'an adequate 
fofce should be sent for the invanen of Ireland, as 
•ttbsidiary to ,the preparati<ms that were nmkii^ifiur 
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a general insurrection; that, in. parsaance of tbi9 
design, measures were adopted by the chiefs of the 
conspiracy for giving to their societies a military 
form ; that, for arming their adherently, they had 
recourse to the fabrication of pikes; that, from the 
vigorous and summary expedients resorted to by 
government, and the consequent exertions of the mi- 
litary, the leaders found themselves reduced to the 
alternative of immediate insurrection, or of beiog 
* deprived of the meanSxOn which they relied for effect- 
ing their purpose ; and that to this cause was to be 
attributed the premature breaking out of the rebel- 
lion, and probably its ultimate fc^tilure. 

The principal prisoners, however, being found to 
abuse the lenity of government, by secretly labouring 
to revive the expiring flanfie of rebellion, were not 
liberated, but sent to Fort G-eorge, in the north of 
Scotland, where they continued in confinement tiil . 
the conclusion of the war. They were then permit- 
ted to enjoy their liberty^ on condition of withdrawing 
(rom his Majesty's dominions. Oliver Bond died, by 
a stroke of apoplexy, in prison. 

l^bberies ahd assassinations would probably have 
ceased on the granting of protections, if some despe- 
rate marauders, reinforced by deserters from several 
regiments of Irish militia, had not remained in arms 
in the mbuntains of Wicklow, and the dwarf woods 
of Killaughrim, near Enniscorthy. These banditti 
^ontintied for many months to infest those parts of the 
counlary; but, after a little time, the woods, being 
scoured by the army, were cleared of their predatory 
inhabitants, who had ludicrously styled s themselves 
The Babes in the Wood. The party in the Wick- 
low mountains continued, under two chiefs, of the 
names of Holt and Hacket, to annoy the country 
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for a longer time^ and io a more formidable de* 
g^e. 

Hitherto the French directorjf had contemplated 
the progress of the civil war in Ireland with tran*. 
qnillity ; but when only the faint sparks of expiring 
rebellion could be perceived^ and the arts of peace 
began once more to be cultivated, an expedition under 
General Humbertf consisting of 1030 privates^ and 
70 officers, embarked from Rochelle, in three frigates, 
and landing on the 22d of August, in the bay of Ril- 
lala, in the county of Mayo, took up their head-quar- 
ters at the bishop's palace. Although a^ green flag 
was erected, accompanied by the emblem of a harp, 
encircled with the motto of Erin go Bragh^ (Ireland 
for ever) but few of the peasantry could be prevailed 
on to join the invaders. Having left a small garrison 
under Colonel Charost at Rillala, to keep up the 
communication, and receive supplies. General Hum* 
bert clothed and armed those who repaired to his 
standard, and immediately marched towards Ca&tle- 
bar, experiencing no obstacle in his route. The army 
collected there, under General Lake, commander-in« 
chief of the forces in Connaught, consisted of from 
2 to 3000 regulars; and Humbert, relying chiefly for 
success oit his own troops, contrived to post his new 
levies on the flanks, in such a manner as to protect , 
bis column from the fire of the enemy. The field of 
battle, to ' which' he advanced on the morning of ihe 
27th, consisted of a hill, at the north-west extremity 
of the town, where the English forces were drawn up 
in two lines, which crowned its summit ; a small re- 
iterve was stationed in the. rear, ina.valley ; and some 
guns, posted in front, commanded a rising ground, 
over which the enemy must necessarily pass. By an 
unfortunate precipitancy, the fire of the English lines, 
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iarteail <if beiiig rascr^ed^. wa» expended I^fare it 
could be available — a mistake of which the e pe»y 
faking advantage^ rushed foi ward with his mrniti tKxdy, 
and the sharp^^hooterisi evtnciiig a diessign to penetraie 
ittta the i^ear, ihe deiachmenl; pested for the porpoM 
ot stipportii^ the guns^ abandoned their ^chavge in a 
panie; The Sark o( CNnUNtd, LoDgford> msA Grar* 
iMrd^ endeavoured to rally their men, and so W sue* 
cecfded as to impede the progreiss of the assailants^ b«t 
tbey were pnrsued with alaerity^ and the royal Irish 
artiUery, who had gallantly defended the bridge' by 
iKMsans of a single gun^ were at length charged by the 
horse, and nearly cat offl The loss of the eneiEny in 
killed and. wounded exceeded 200, and that of the 
British was still more considerable* 
. Castlebar, a place of sotne importance, on account 
of its situation, now became the head -quarters of the 
invaders, and a number of deaerters from the Irish 
militia jegtments, c^hiefiy actuated by tbe^ hope^ of 
a booty, joined this force ; but to the honour of the 
Freuch commander, he acquired the odium of many 
of his new allies, by his scrapulous regard to. the lives 
and property of individuals. The British force, after 
the defeat of Castlebar, I'ctreated the same night to 
Toam, a distance of thirty miles from the scene ef 
actionii whence they proceeded towards Atbkmck 
Aware of the danger that might ^rise to the ecmntry 
from the presence of an invading army, L€8?d,Cora*- 
wallis deAeruiined to take the field in person, and 
quitting Dublin on the 24th of Angtist, arrived Ott 
the 2Bth at Athl6ne, where he received the unweU 
eome intelligence of the defeat of General Jjake; and, 
after a halt of two days, proceeded in the direction of 
Holly-mount, where he arrived on the 4th of Bep* 
tember. 

49 
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General Humbert^ hoping to obtain succours, quit- 
ted Castlebar on the morning of the 4thf and, after a 
number of skirmishes, arrived on the 8th at Ballyna- 
niuck, so closely followed by General Lake, that his 
rear-guard, was unable to break down the bridge at 
Ballintra. Lord Comwallis, on finding that the in-^ 
vader had .quitted Castlebar, repassed the Shannon at 
Carrick, and the French forces, being surrounded by 
a British army amounting to 20,000 men, surrendered 
aftijer an ineffectual resistance. The rebel auxiliaries^ 
now accumulated to about 1500, who had accompa- 
nied the French to this fatal field, being excluded 
from quarter, fled in all directions, and about 500 of 
their number were slain in the pursuit, exclusive of 
about 100 taken prisoners, among whom were found 
Teeling, Blake, and Roacb^ three of their chiefs. 
The number of French troops, who surrendered on 
this occasion, amounted to 96 officers, and 748 non- 
commissioned officers and privates ; having sustained 
a loss of 288 since their first landing at Killala. 

Previously to the march of General Humbert from 
Castlebar, on the 4th of September, he had called in 
all his forces^ with the exception of three officers left 
at K.illala, and one at Ballina, in command of the 
rebel garrisons at those places. At length, on the 
22d of September, the King's forces ar^ved at Bal- 
lina, and obliged the garrison to retreat to Killala; 
where a large body of troops, under Major-general 
Trench, arrived on the following day, and a contest 
ensued, in which about 400 of the rebel forces were 
slain. The courts-martial assembled the -day after 
the battle of Killala, and were not dissolved till they 
had disposed of 185 prisoners ; among others General 
Bellew, of an ancient Irish family, who had served 
eighteen years in Germany, was found guilty of trea- 
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sw and executed. The French officers taken at 
Killala were sent to Dublin, and thence to London, 
where three of their niiqiiberK Cbarost^ Boudet, and 
Ponaon, were, on the favourably report of Dr. Stock, 
the Bishop of ILillala, set at liberty, and sent home 

V without exchange. In other parts of the country, 
also, a number of rebel chiefs and inferior insurgents 
were tried and executed; among whom were two 

* Irishmen by birth, who had been in the military ser« 
vice of France before the invasion, and had come to 
Ireland' in the French fleet. These ill-fated men, 
Matdiew Tone and Bartholomew Teeling, taken pri- 
soners at Ballynamuck, were tried at Dublin barracks, 
by .a military tribunal, and found guilty of high* 
treason. 

' The little army landed at. Killala bad been in- 
tended, it appear^, only as a van-guard to a much 
naore formidable force, which waa in a fkhort time to 
follow ; providentially, however, fertile safety of the 
British empire, the French government had been as 
tardy in seconding the operations of Humbert, as 
^hey had been in sending succours to the support of 
the rebel force in the south of Ireland. The want 
of money is ass^igned as the cause of delay in the 
equipment of the second fleet, and, in the interim, 
before its appearance on the Irish coast, the Ana- 
creon brig from France arrived at the little island of 
B4]tland, from which were landed Jjiree boats full of 
men, and a number pf officers,, among whom was 
James Napper Tandy, one of the Irish emissaries to 
the French directory, and w^ had attained the rank 
of gieneral of brigade in the French service.^ This 
brig was £all of arms and accoutremei^ts, and con- 
Ksined a park of artillery ; but when' the adventmrers 
(oimA that the people, instead of joinii^ them, fled 
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to the momltains, and that ttie rebeflion in Ireland 
was entirely suppressed, they re-embarked, afttr dis- 
tributing a number of inflammatory papers, -and 
steered again for the French coast. Some time after- 
wards, Napper Tandy, and two other Irish rebels^ 
were apprehended* hf the agents of Great Britain, at 
Hamburgh, and conveyed to Irelahd, where Tandy 
Was- indicted for high-treason, in the year 1801, when, 
having pleaded guilty, by previons arrangement, he 
was strffered to leave the kingdom, and take up fiis' 
residence in Prance.* 

Another attempt of the French to reviVe a' lost 
cause, was equally unsuccessful. A idquadron from 
Brest, consisting of one ship of the Kne, eight fri- 
gates, a schooner; and a brig, with a strong rein- 
forcement, intended to co-operate with the force 
under Oeneral- Hnmhert in Ireland, was fallen in 
with, on the 1 1th of October, off th^ north-western 
coast of that island^ by Sir John Borhse Warreti, 
who was cruising with seven sail of the Hne dff Lough 
Swilly. Thie British admiral' instantly threw ofitthe 
signal for a general chase, and ga^e orders to fortn in 
BQccessiofi' as each ship of war reached her antagonist ; 
buft it was found impossiMe to commence the action be- 
fore the nejct morning, at which time it was discover- 
ed that the enemy's large ship~~&ad Idst her^ main-top- 
mast. Still confident in their own strength, the 
French squadron bore down and formed a line of Vat- 
tie in close order; on which an action of three hours 
and forty minutes ensued, when the enemy's three- 
decker, the Hoche, and three of the frigates, hauled 
down their colours after a* gallant resistance: ^ve of 
the frigates, the schooner, and the brig, escaped, but 
three of the former were afterwards captured^ The 
whole squadron, it appeared, was entirely new, and 

2 c 2 
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full of troops, stores, and every other equipment for 
the support and establishment of the invading force 
in Ireland. Amongst the prisoners taken in the Hoche 
was Theobald Wolfe Tone, the projector of the so- 
ciety of United Irishmen, long considered as the most 
active and able negociator among tiie Irish fugitives 
at Paris, and as the great adviser of most of the mea- 
sures pursued by his rebellious countrymen. . He was 
no sooner landed in Ireland than he was conveyed to 
Dublin, and put upon his trial by a court-martial, 
before which he defended himself with considerable 
ability and firmness, not attempting either to deny or 
to palliate his offence. The plea on which he rested 
was that of being a denizen of France, and an officer in 
the service of the republic; but when he found that this 
defe|ice was unavailing, he requested that he might 
die like a soldier, and not as a felon; and be shot, 
according to military usage, rather than hanged. The 
court, however, did not judge it proper to accede to 
his request, and the unhappy culprit attempted to 
escape the ignominy that awaited him by cutting his 
throat in the prison. The wound was at £irst sup- 
posed jiot to be mortal, but, after languishing a short 
time, it terminated his existence. Holt, the last and 
most intrepid of the rebel chiefs, was glad to obtain 
the boon of his forfeited life, by exiling himself for 
ever from his native country. 

Thus ended the insurrection in Ireland, in which 
it is estimated that not less than 30,000 Jives were 
sacrificed, and property was destroyed to an amount 
of which it is difificult to speak with accuracy ; but 
some idea may be formed from the conflagrations that 
took place in the different towns, and from the com- 
pensation claimed by one class of sufferers. The 
towns of Carnew, Tinealy, Hacketstown, Donard, 
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Blessington^ and Kiledmood, were all dertroyed by 
&re ; in Ross, a,bout 300 houses, mostly those of the 
labouring classes, were consumed ; the greater part of 
Enniscorthy was laid in ashes ; and in the open coun- 
try a vast number of cabins, farm-bouses^ and gentle- 
men's seats were destroyed. By a message delivered 
to the House of Commons by Lord Castlereagb, on the 
17th of July, it was proposed to afford compensation to 
the suffering loyalists, on their claims being duly yerit 
fied before conimissioners ; and an act of Parliament 
soon after passed^ under which the claims of the loyalists 
alone amounted to upward^ of 1,000,000/. sterling, a 
sum of great magnitude^ but, it is supposed, not equal 
to more than one-third of the entire property de- 
stroyed by a rebellion, in support of which it is believ- 
ed that 70,000 men w^re at one time in arms. 



CHAPTCB XXIII. 



The present year had been ushered in by the con-^ 
gress of Rastadt, in which it was proposed tp. discuss 
and ^settle all the disputes between the French republic 
and the German empire : the Emperor, as the head 
of the Germanic body, in his capacity of King of 
Hungary and Bohemia, had acceded to the demands 
of the Directory, to render the Rhine the boundary 
of the commonwealth, and surrender Ehrenbreitjstein 
and Mentz; and it was imagined that the system of 
sacrifices and indemnities might be sp^dily adjusted. 
However, whilst the French plenipotentiaries were 
giving the most solemn assurances that their govern- 
ment, panted for tranquillity, a war was suddenly 
declared against 'Switzerland, which, after a peace 
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tiiftt had lasted for ages^ was now condemned to 
experience all the horrors of hostility. Towards the 
end of the year 1797, certain menacing demands- had 
been made by the French directory on the Swiss 
canton^t wider son^ alleged pretexts of insuftfi or 
injuries, and die gfoirernmeiit of Berne, in particular, 
V^&s accnsted of having pubKoly Enrolled emigfraMts, 
^tid given shelter to Fireneh desertieni. The Helvetic 
diet, assembled at Aran, showed an intention of 
resistance by ordering a levy of 26,000 men, while^ 
the armed ft>rce of two^ cantons, under the coitimand 
of Colonel de Weiss, was sent> on the 14th of Janctf- 
ary^ 1798> into the Pays de Vaud, to suppress a popu- 
lar tumnlt, which had for its object the establishment 
of a democratic government. As soon as the Erench 
executive learned that Berne and FVibuig had dis- 
patched a body of soldiers and a train of artillery into 
the Pays de Vaud, a division of French troops, just 
returned from Italy* was put in motion, and General 
Menard appeared upon the Genevan frontier. The 
Yaudois in the mean time adopted a democratical fornt 
ot government, and assumed the appellation of the 
republic of Leman ; the cantonsof Basle^ Zurich, and 
Sdeune, foHowed their example; but the senates of 
Berne and Fribgrg persisted in maintaining their 
ancient form of government. 

The management of the war being confided to the 
French General Brune, he entered the territories of 
Benie on the 2oth of January, and published a pfo- 
ctamatiofi, containing professions which appear to 
have been made only to be violated. Some unsuc- 
cessful attempts were made to obtain a truce, but a 
body of the invaders having advanced against the 
castle of Dornoch, seized that little fortress, while 
13,000 troops summoned Soleure, which immediately 
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opened its gates. Friburg, better prepared for retfisti? 
ance, determined to oppose the Fre^ ; but ^riii»0» 
having advanced at the head of a column, took it by 
assault, and, on the 5tb of March« after several well 
contested actions, the French army entered Beraew 
The ruling families were imn^iately displaced, die 
nature of the government wai changedt the most 
respectable of the senators wefe sent into exilcr ^od 
although the French professed to come in the charac* 
ter of protectors and. deliverers, the treasures of the 
state were confiscatedi and large military contriJiHi^ 
tions exacted for the supply of the invading army* 
The Directory I determined on -the subjqgatidn of 
Switzerland, r^olved to change the governmefit from 
the federal into an united republic, which, by meaml 
of a close and intimate union with France, might be 
kept in continual dependance. The cantons of Berne^ 
Zurich, Soleui^, and Friburg, hoping to . obtain an 
ascendeeey in^ the government, hastened to carry into 
effect the wishes of the Directory by choosing a4e'« 
gislature, and Aran was pitched upon as the scene 
of its deliberations: but the smaller states of Uri| 
SchweitK, Underwalden, Glaris, and Appenzci, at** 
tached to the government of their fathers, which had 
. for ages guarantied their liberty, and. secured thdr 
happiness, refutied to send deputies to the new assem- 
bly, or to recognise its authority. Haviag appointed 
Faravicini their leader, they seized on Lacerne, and 
menaced Zurieb; but finding it impossible td awaken 
the slumbering spirit of resistance among th|pir coim«* 
trymen, and by one great natianal effi>rl 1K) expel the 
invaders, ibey reitired tci the fortresses of their phtive 
mountains; and took post near the lake of 2fug* The 
French, now commiandedi by General Schaweriburg^ 
immediately s^vanced in gteat force against tbeiii^ 
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and commenced an attack. Tne leader of the con- 
federates^ perceiving that valour alone was unavailing 
against superior numbers, trained to the art of war, 
feigning to retreat, enticed the assailants into an am- 
buscade, and defeated them with great loss. A treaty 
ensued, in which, though it was agreed to accept the 
new constitution as a bond of general union, an express 
stipulation was entered into, that the internal govern- 
ment of the smaller cantons should continue as before, 
and they were at the same time exempted from all 
contributibn ; but >n this arrangement Underwalden 
refused to acquiesce on any conditions whatever. The 
inhabitunte of this canton, assembling their entire 
force, encountered a vastly superior body of French 
invaders on. the 8th of September, and, after a most 
memorable battle, t^ontinued, with little intermission, 
to the evening of the 9th, during which clubs and 
sqpears were in vain opposed to muskets and bayonets, 
and fragments from the rocks to a regular artillery, 
the gallant mountaineers were overcome; the town 
of Stand tz taken by assault ; the houses in its beau- 
tiful valley destroyed by fire ; the inhabitants nearly 
exterminated ; and neither age nor sex spared by a 
furious soldiery. All Switzerland now subscribed to 
the new constitution ; Lucerne was chosen as the seat 
of government, and an alliance, offensive and defen- -^ 
sive, entered into between the French and Helvetic 
republics : the French directory, however, still con* 
tinned to levy contributions and impose exactions to 
an enonpous extent. 

During the course of these events the seeds of a 
revolution were ripening at Rome, the same thirst of 
dominion prompting the French to erect the territo- 
ries of the Pope into a commonwealth dependant on 
their ]()Ower. On the 28th of December, 1 797, a mob, 
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oonsisting of about 100 persons, assembled at the 
palace of the French ambassador, Joseph Buona« 
parte, and demanded the assistance of France, for the 
purpose of overthrowing what they termed the papal 
tyranny, and establishing a republic in its stead. The 
ambassador dispatched General Duphot to disperse 
the insurgents, and to prevail upon the papal troops 
to retire from the precincts of his court ; but in the 
affray he was shot by a Roman fusileer, and Joseph 
Buonaparte retired into Tuscany. This outrage, for 
which every possible satisfaction was offered, afforded 
a pretext for sending General Berthier to Rome with 
a large body of troops; and on the 11th of February, 
1 798, the castle of St. Angelo, containing the Pope 
and the greater part of his cardinals, surrendered on 
the fii^t summons. The inhabitants, encouraged by 
the presence of the French apmy, assembled in the 
Campo Yaccino, the ancient Roman, Forum, planted 
the tree of liberty in the front of the capitol, pro- 
claimed their independence, and instituted the Roman 
republic. All the splendour and magnificence of 
which the Catholic worship is susceptible, were em- 
ployed to celebrate this memorable victory over the 
head of its faith ; every church in Rome resounded 
with thanks to the Supreme Disposer of events, for 
the glorious revolution that had taken place; and 
while the dome of St. Peter's was illuminated without, 
fourteen cardiuals, dressed in the gorgeous apparel 
appertaining to functions they were fated soon after to 
abdicate, presided at a solemn Te Deum within the 
walls of that superb temple. The deposed Pontiff 
was conveyisd, by order of the Directory, first to 
Brian9on, and afterwards to Valence, in France, 
where the infirmities of age and the pressure of mis^ 
fortune ^. terminated his existence, on. the 29th i^f 
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Aogftist^ 1790» in the 82€l year of his age, and tbe 
S4th of his pontificate. 

. Of the generals employed by the great nation, as it 
Emphatically called itself^ Buonaparte had been tb^ 
most uniformly .snccessfal, possessed the most com-^ 
manding talents, and had acquired the largest share 
of popularity, ^nd to him was confided the conduct 
of a vast and romantic attempt to effect the subTer- 
sioQ of the British empire in tbe east, the first step 
towards which, the invasion and occupation of Egypt^ 
ke figured to himself as an easy task. The Directory ^ 
eager to find employment for armies which the plun- 
der of Piedmont and Lombardy had sharpened rather 
than satiated, and by no means indisposed to the 
removal of a general, in whose presence all their 
power seemed to be eclipsed, conse«¥ted to this pro-* 
ject, althoQgh the ^blime Porte had kept its faith 
with the French republic inviolate ; it bei^ pretended 
that the purpose of the French was, by diastising the 
l^sbellious Beys, to act as friends and atttes to the 
Grand Seig^niw^ whose precarious but acknowledged 
sovereignty over Egypt yielded an annual tribute to 
hia treasury, an<l supplied bis capital widi corn. The 
poHs of Marseilles and Toulon were busied in refit* 
ting and launching afaips, the finbricalioci of €<Mrdagi&, 
tttid the prepttrsdlMn of military rt;ofres ^ and while all 
Surope was isontemplating the extent awd destinatioR 
df tbe armament, General Buonaparte, accompanied 
by a few of his chief officers, and a multitude of artiste 
and men of lei^mg, bufitened from Paris to the bor* 
dets of l^e BAediterraneaii. 

His preparatioas beings compiete^ be set sail from 

Toulon on the 90th of May, with a formidable veteran 

mntoy, and an immense quantity of artillery and mili^ 

' biry Mores, and leading Sicily on the left, was joined 
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by ft aqoadron of Vanetiao men of war, eomiDanded 

by Rear-adadiral Broeys, who had proceeded firom 

Corfu pearly at the same time. To thb officer, who 

bad served with no higher rank than that of iieute* 

nant of the royal navy, was intrusted the command 

of the Beet, and he now repaired on board the Orient, 

of 120 guns. This armament, consisting of about 

300 sail, including ships of the line, frigates, and 

transports, descried Malta on the 9th of June, and 

at break of day the next morning, commenced a ge* 

neral landing of troops and artillery upon the coast, 

without encountering any very forn\idable opposition* 

At the dawn of tha succeeding morning, the enemy 

had encircled the city of Yaletta, and on the 13th the 

French entered the city, and became masters of the 

whole island, this almost impregnable place surren*- 

deriug with so little resistance as to furnish reason to 

•uspect a previous concert between the captors and 

the Knights.^ The Grand Master Hompesch, who 

bad rankod as a sovereign prince, quitted the islandt 

and received a sum of money at his departure, with 

an engagement ibr a pension from the French trea* 

•ury, no part of which was ever paid. Thus Buona*' 

parte contrived to obtain possession of the island of 

Malta, containing a population of 60,000 souls, and 

affording one of the most advantageous rtationa i« 

the Mediterranean sea ; while the ancient order of St. 

John of JemsaUrm beheld itself bereaved of its terri^ 

tories, after possessing them nearly three centuriesL 

Having appointed a provisional government, and 

intrusted the care of his new acquisition to General 

Vanbois, the fleet again put to sea, and in the even* 

jng of the dOtk of June, anchored in the Roads of 

Alexandria. 

« As soon as the French admiral had cast anchor OA 
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the coast of Egypt, Buonaparte hastened to diseoi^ 
bark his troops, and to prepare for the attack of 
Alexandria ; and on the 6th of July, this city; which 
in the sixth centdt*y sustained a siege of. fourteen 
months, and inflicted a loss of 23,000 men upon' the 
besiegers, was carried by assault in a few hours, with 
the loss only of one colonel, and serenty soldiers, 
killed and wounded. To strike terror into the inha- 
bitants, and to preclude further resistance, a dreadful 
slaughter took place amongst the Mamelukes and the 
Arabs, after the city had surrendered. GeA^ral De- 
saix was now dispatched towards Cairo, and Buona- 
parte, in the mean time, issued orders for the fleet to 
shelter itself from the enemy in the old port of Alex- 
andria; but on sounding the channel, it was found 
that there was not sufiicient depth of water for the 
Orient, and the road of Aboukir was therefore chosen 
as the fittest anchorage. The military stores having 
alUbeen disembarked, and the chief command con- 
ferred on General Kleber, a flotilla was established 
in the course of a few days on the Nile, and the city 
of Rosetta, situated at the mouth of the western arm 
of that river, was subdued. On the 7th of July, the 
main body of the army entered the desert, and, after 
experiencing the greatest privations, from heat and 
thirst, arrived at Dementour. Allowing themselves 
only one day's rest, they advanced to Miniet Salame, 
where intelligence was received ' that the Beys were 
encamped in the neighbourhood, and that an armed 
flotilla had descended the Nile on purpose to attack 
the invaders. Next morning, the Mamelukes^ to the 
number of 4000, were discovered near the village of 
Chebriesse, situated on the left bank of the river. 
Here two separate actions immediately took place, 
the one on the water a'nd the other on the land. 
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Buonaparte, havings adyanced to the support of Kle- 
ber, formed his army into live squares, with the 
cavalry and baggage in the centre. Impelled by 
iheir natural impetuosity, the Mamelukes commenced 
the attack, and were suffered to approach within the 
reach of grape-shot, when the cannon suddenly open- 
ed, and forced the main body of the assailants to 
retreat ; bi!t some, bolder than the rest, continued to 
advance, and met their fate either at the muzzle of 
the musket or the point of the bayonet. 

Immediately on this defeat of the land forces^ the 
Village of Chebriess§ was carried by assault, and the 
jdotilla belonging to the Beys retired, after a desperate 
action, in which 600 were killed on the side of the 
vanquished, and only seventy on that of the victors. 
The French troops, pursuing their victorious career, 
advanced through the deserted villages to Embab^, 
where, on the 20th of July, they beheld, towards the 
left, those famous pyramids which had braved the 
storms of 3000 years, and in front about 6000 Mame- 
lukes, Arabs, and Fellahs, intrenched in the plain. 
Buonaparte, after making the same dispositions as at 
Chebriesse, gave orders for a charge ; and the Mame- 
lukes, after an unsuccessful attempt to break their 
way through a rampart of bayonets, fell back in dii* 
order, and left the field of battle in possession of the 
enemy. Generiatl Dngna, availing himself of the retreat 
of the native troops, advanced against the village; 
while two divisions under Generals Rampon and Mar- 
ihont were detached towards the rear, and carried the 
intrenchments in the face of a masked battery of 
forty pieces of artillery. A body of Mamelukes anil 
Fellahs, amounting to 1500, perceiving their retreat 
cut off by this tnovement,' took post beliind a ditch, 
"where they defended themselves with great bravery, 
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but not a ningle man escaped 4be fury of the Frendi 
addiery^ being all either killed by the sword, w 
drowned in the Nile. Murad Bey» who commanded 
on this occasion, being forced to retreat, left, behind 
bim 400 camels, his artillery, baggage, and provi- 
sions ; and the victors, who seized on many fine Ara-^ 
bian horses, superbly caparisoned, found all the purses 
of the vanquished Mamelukes well stored with gold. 
This decisive victory, obtained with the loss of ten 
men killed, and about thirty wounded, opened the 
gates of Cairo to the invaders : the chief inhabitants, 
hastening to the camp of Buonaparte, solicited his 
protection ; while the fortunate chieftain seized on 
this opportunity to visit the pyramids, and prophesied 
that his exploits would not be forgotten at the end of 
forty centuries. 

Having conciliated the confidence of the sheiks and 
the principal families, by proclamations in which he 
distinctly professed himself a Mahometan, asserting* 
that he reverenced more than the Mamelukes them- 
selves, God, bis prophet Mahomet, and the Koran, 
and having organized a provisional government, Buo- 
naparte marched against Murad Bey, whom he forced 
to take refuge in Upper Egypt, while Ibrahim Bey, 
taking a contrary direction, fled towards Syria. 

The object of Buonaparte's expedition appears to 
have been altogether unknown in England, at the 
time of its sailing ; but instructions were in conse** 
quence sent to Earl St. Vincent, then stationed off 
Cadiz, to select a suflScient number of line of battle 
ships to defeat his armament, whatever might be ita 
destination, imd a detachment of ten sail of the line, 
under Captain Troubridge, was ordered to join Sir 
Horatio Nekon, who had been dispatched to the 
Mediterranean with a flying squadron. Rear-admi^- 
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Tii Nelson, thus invested with the goiiibmmmI of It fleet 
of fourteen ships, thirteen of which carried seventy* 
four, and one fifty i^uns^ steered his course tewards 
Malta, and arrived off that island on the 2Sd of June, 
when he found that the enemy had quitted that place 
Ave dayn before, taking an eastward direction. Con* 
jecturing that Egypt must be the place of their desti* 
nation, he sailed for the port of Alexandria, where he 
arrived on the 28th ; but as they had not been seen 
on that coast, he shaped his course northward for 
Caramania, and thence returned to Sicily. After 
obtaining refreshments and assistance of erery kind 
in the bay of Syracuse, he, once more sailed for 
Alexandria, sjadf on approaching the coast of Egypti 
on the Ist of August, discovered the enemy's fleet, 
moored in a strong and compact line, in the bay of 
Afooukir, the h^d-most vessel being close to the 
dhoals on the N. W. and the rest forming a kind of 
curve along the line of deep water, so as not to be 
turned on the S. W. The adva^itage of numbers, 
both in shipSi guns, and men, was in favour of the 
French ; they had 13 ships of the line, and four 
ft%ates, carrying 1190 guns, and 1D,810 men. The 
English had the same number of ships of Uie hne^ 
and one fifty gun ship, carrying in all 1012 gtms» aod 
6068 men. The English ships of the line were all 
seventy-fours ; the French had three eighty gun ships, 
and one three-decker of 120 guns; and the enemy's 
sqaadron was, in the opinion of the French comtnis^ 
sary of the fleet, moored in such a situation, as to bid 
defiance to fo^ce mora flian double their owi:i. Nel- 
son decided for an immediate attack, and at six o'clock 
in the evening of tl^ 1st of August the engagemetft 
commenced. 

CSaptaiti Foley, who led the British van in the 
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Groliathi darted a-head of the enemy's foremost ship, 
L^ Groerrier, doubled her larboard side, and iiaTing 
poured a destructive fire into the Frenchman, moved 
on to the Gonquerant, whom he charged with tre- 
mendous fury, and in ten minutes shot away her 
masts: next followed the Zealous, Captain Hood, 
which attacked the Guerrier, on the side next the 
shore, and in twelve minutes, totally disabled her : 
third proceeded the Orion, Sir James Saumarez, and 
took her station between the enemy's fifth and sixth 
ships: the Theseus, Captain Miller, following the 
same example, encountered the third ship of the 
enemy : the Audacious, Captain Gould, moved round 
to the fifth : then advanced the Vanguard, carrying 
the heroic Nelson, and his no less heroic Captain, 
Berry, and anchored on the outside of the enemy's 
third ship, with six colours flying in his rigging, lest 
they should be shot away. Having veered half a 
cable, he instantly opened a tremendous fire ; under 
cover of which the other four ships of his division, 
the Minotaur, Bellerophon, Defence, and Majestic, 
sailed on a-head of the admiral. In a few minutes 
every man stationed at the first six guns, in the fore 
part of the Vanguard's deck, was killed or wounded ; 
and three times in succession did the destructive fire 
of *the enemy sweep away the seamen that served 
these guns. Captain Louis, in the Minotaur, nobly 
supported his commander, and anchoring next a-head 
of the Vanguard, took ofl^ the fire of the Aquilon, the 
fourth in the French line. The Defence, Captain 
Peyton, took her station with great judgment, a-head 
of the Minotaur, and engaged the Franklin, of eighty 
guns, the sixth ship of the enemy, on the starboard 
bow, which ship bore the Bag of Admiral Blanquet 
de Cbelardy the second in cpmrnand. Thus, by the 
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ikiasterly ieamansbip of the British comWMders^ nine^ 
of oar ships ^ere so dispoi^ed as to be^r their forced 
i^ioB six- of jthe eaemy. The seventh of the Ffench; 
lim ^as^the Qrieot, the admiral's ship, a vessel df 
iniiiiense size, bearings 120 guns : this stupendous ad«^ 
versary was undertaken by the Bellerophon, Captain 
Darby ; while the Majestic, Captain Westcott, whb' 
engaged the fieureux, the ninth ship on the starboard^ 
bow, received ^Iso at the same tiine the fire of the^ 
Tonnant, which was • the eighth in the line. The 
other four shipsiofut(ie British squadron, having been' 
detached previously to the discovery of the French/ 
were at a coastde^able distance when the action com^^ 
Inenced^ and the shades of night began to dose itv 
upon, them before the}' reached the scene of actiOMV 
Captain ^ Trooforidge, in the GuUddeti, took the lea<f' 
q£ these >ships,t' but the increased' darkness having 
greatly augtpetited the difficulties of the navigation^' 
that vessel suddenly grounded on a shoal, and could- 
not be got off) in time to share in the danger and the 
gloftf of' 'the action. It was, however, some satisfae^ 
tfoii'to' Captain ^Troubridgej that his ship 'served as"a' 
bttacbdtb the Alexander and Swiftsure, which would* 
otJiMWis^ 'have g4Nfie considerably further on the reef/ 
audi hscf^i li^ii inevitably lost. These ships, iaftef 
escapivMg tUe perib to Vrhich lAfey had been expod^dv 
took theiv' stations in a manner that commanded^getli^ 
M^ddmiration, and at4his juncture the Bellerdplkni/ 
OTefpawered by the huge Orient, her lights exti*f^ 
guished,' nearly 200 df her crew killed or woilndfedV 
afpd All her masts and cables, shot awu), was d^if^hg^ 
out <^f the line towards the lee side of the bay,' when the 
dwiftsure, which at firsjb mistook her for'^ UMp of > ttiOi 
etiemy, botwas soon imdeceived, c^me up, and teikin^ 
her station^ opened a steady fife on the quarter 'df'the^ 
VOL. HI. 2 fi 
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Fmokliiiy and the bow« of th^ il^rendb.admiivflb. Aft 
tiieisame tDstant^ CUiptai» Ball, wUk the Alexander, 
fttBi904 uQdef Ihe steriv of t^e OrM»»t> ami tifmhomng 
tUFithiiv mde of his llir&odrd ^oarler^ raked htm^ tndP 
k^pt np a severe fire of n^usketry on his deoks^ The 
lust ship which arrived to complete. thir destracticm 
of the enemy was the Leander, Captain Thontpsoa^' 
who taok his station^ in soieha.poaitioii as to rsdce butb 
the Fraiifclin.and the Qriant« 

The eoofliet.was now carried .on ia tbie daHuMsaof 
tlie night» and tbe only lig^ht t6^.g)i^id^l(ha opemtioit» 
qf tbe fleets was derived froiti the flashes of theit can- 
non. The two first ships of: the FreiH^ Uoe had bttew 
dismasted 9 wUhin a ^Attev of to hoy r from; the com-* 
mencemeiot of the action, ainl eAberSi had suffered mi 
aeverely thaJ^ victcHry ti^iaa dready^ cieilMMi^^ 
was the en}y remaining qu^stioki. Th^lbind^foarth^ 
and fifth shipaof the^ien^y wei0 iMtteAipemessiMi of 
at half-past eig^. While Um hattle' ra^eft with: iflt 
uiteaost fary« the. Briitish admwai receivadoat woiidd is 
the head from a pieM(af Isdigifidgef iib0ti> irbtdl» oiiAl^ 
l^rge fl£^ of .tb^ ijbi»f cff the f^rbheAtf ftreia itbe^ boncr^ 
aifdt &Uii)f over ki%wAyv0W0k»ng)b$efh^ hiatt;iBi 
^^al darlM^ess/ ,QapMipi Bi^rny* ^HtwhMb the/eoiHA 
qfieiHi} oi^.tAe §hip 4uring;;the;teiBmndeff^i ikti^k^oa 
^WG^V;^ wa$ stgndi«(f .^ilr bis admiral. wjbnrba 
reimiyed this4raadfuft:w^QiiwPfd»: Wii ^iimg^ht^rhjiNotn^bifi 
aimf^4A b^ waa faljinf • Tfe^gre* efl|isieii$of: bh>teh 
oe^ffcsipo^d aik apprehension^ thsit the W'^nhd w^ooM be 
mortal; N^Wn . himself tbc^dg^fat .10$ atid desitoad hi^ 
chs^lajjQ to deliver hisdyiiigj^tnfi^in^faiiMatGi l/Ad(jr: 
.Nelson; bujk the sar^ieon^ ion leXai^ining the w^Mad^ 
jj^irona^nced it to be m^r^ mipiet^iiial^r :Tbe Fi^^teh; 
Admiral Brueys^. who s^stain^ the h^QOWiaf bi^.fli^ 
^Ith nndi«)ioi.sh^ fii;miiff ssi and had.Nctn thr^^ time9 



voQMfed Avowing the lenf ag^ement, wMioot qoittiiigr Im 
iUitioii» now received a shot which aiaiost cut him in 
im!0 : still he reoiftined u|i>on the deck, and this hero, 
90 weli wor4)h«f of a b^er &te, survived his last 
mammd only a quarter of an hoar. Soon after nine 
o'chick, the Orient struck her colours, and appeared 
in flames, which spread with astonishing rapidity, and. 
by the prodigious light of which, the situation of the 
two fleets could be distinctly seen from the towers of 
RosettB,a dista«M*e of thirty miles. About ten o^clock, 
the ship blew up with a tremendous explosion, which 
was succeeded by a silence not less awful. The firing 
instantly cea«ed on both sides, and the first sound 
which broke the portentous stillness was the dash of 
shattered masts and yards, falling into the water from 
ihe ?ast height to which they had been cast by the 
«x)>loMon> Onty about seventy of the crew of the 
Orient could he saved by the English boats, and 
among the many hundreds who perished, w^e the 
iyommodore Casa Bianca and bis son^ a brave and 
inteiligent boy aljout ten years of ag^e : they were for 
a time seen in the water, on the wreck of the Orient's 
masts, eeeking each other, when the ship blew up, and 
|Mit an end to their hopes and their Cears. The Orient 
liad on board money to the amount of 600,000i. ster* 
ling. 

After a lapse of about ten minutes, the fire re*eom* 
meneed with the ships to the leeward of the centre, 
and cowtinoed witliont intermissioin till three oVlock 
the next miming. It then grew very ftant till aboot 
five, when it was resumed with redoubled fury ; but 
it was, on the enemy's part, the resistance, not «f 
]hope, bat of despair. At day-break, the QuiUaume 
Tell and the iJknereux, the two rear ehips of the 
enemy^ were the only Frendi diips iof the line thai 
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. hid their colours flying, atid in the forenobn they cot 
itheir cables 4ind stood out to sea, taking along with 
them two frigates. The Zealous^ worthy< of ..her 
name, instantly commence^ ^he porsoic,. but as there 
was no other ship in a condition to. support Captain 
Hood^ he was recalled. The firing continued in the 
bay with some intermission till two o'clock in the 
afternoon, when it entirely ceased. 

Thus ended an engagement which, will ever rank 
^amongst the most distinguished achievements in the 
naval annals of the world. The result waSi tlmt oat 
of a fleet of thirteen sail, the admiral's ship of 120 
guns, and the Timoleon of seventy-four were burnt; 
while two eighty gun-ships, and seven seventy-foors 
were captured ; and it was the firm persuasion of the 
British admiral, that had he been . more anqply pro^ 
vided with frigates, all the enemy's transports* and 
smaller vessels in the harbour would have shared the 
fate of the ships of the line. This deficiency of fri- 
gates he deeply regretted, and in bis usual forcible 
way of expressing himself, said—'' Should I die at 
the present moment^ want of fr%gate$ would be found 
written on my heart." The British loss in killed and 
wounded amounted to 895. Of the French 3105^ 
including the wounded, went on shore by cartel, and 
5226 perished ! — constituting a loss, during that. glo- 
rious, but fatal night, of upwards of 500 human beipgs 
an hour! One British officer of the rank of captain 
only fell ; this was the brave Captain Westcott, who 
Was killed early in the action, and whose place was 
supplied with great gallantry and skill by his lieute- 
nant, afterwards appointed Captain, Cuthbert. 

; During the action thousands of the worshippers of 
Mahomet lined the shores of Egypt, and for three 
suGcessite nights the coast and adjacent country wera 
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illommated in honour of the victory; ' ThroogfhouC 
En^kind it was celebrated with every, imark of 're- 
joicing. His Majesty conferred the dignity of fiaroir, 
rwith a pension of 3000/. a year, on the admimi, who 
was called to the Honse of Peers^ by the style and 
dignity of Baron Nelson of the Nile. .The 6rdii4 
Seignior also transmitted a superb diamond dieleijgk^ 
or plume of triumph, taken from one of the imperial 
turbans, and the King of Naples, at a lati&r period^ 
granted the title of Duke of Bronte, with an ^e^tate 
in Sicily, Captains Berry and Thompson rec*ivlfd>the 
honour of knighthood, and the other commanders were 
presented with gold medals. The Turkish Sultan 
sent a purse of 2000 sequins to be distributed ailiongst 
the wounded, and the English nation raised, b|y.)i«ibr 
lie subscription, a considerable sum, for the widowi 
and children of those who fell in the action^ i 

• The sensation of this victory was felt ov^r airEtt*" 
rope, and even to the distant shores of India;' hu% 
it was at Rastadt where the effect becanfie the )mm% 
Evident. The deputation of the empire had already 
agreed to a planfof indemnities,- by means of which; 
forty-four of the secular and ec<^lesiastioal states wet^ 
to make immense sacrifices to obtain peace ; but the 
attack on Switzerland and Rome, and the expedition 
of Buonaparte into Egypt, joined to the oppbsitioii 
he had there encountered, and the recent disaster of 
the French navy, rendered a new contest oti thef^dott-i 
tinent unavoidable. At this janctore too,- and patt)y 
from the same causes, the Turks declared wiir against 
France^; and Russia became an efficient* mfetttber of 
the new coalition preparing against the French nation^ 
the • co-operation of the Emperor Paul being«*s«fcured 
by a subsidy, stipulated in- a treaty con clttdedi in 'De- 
cember between him and the King of Great Britaif^ 



ivbewo ^tch pwrl^ engaged not to umke a peace ^or 
40tmitiee witkont inclndihg tlie otder. This allianoe 
was rtreagthened rather by the activity than the power 
0I the King of Naples, who, after issuing a declaration 
o{ war against the republic on the 22d of November, 
pmi \m army in potion agaiost ibe French en the i9d 
oC that monthf and on the 2&th ;sueceeded in making' 
bwiMJf master of the Roman cshpi tal « This ;sucQesa» 
Jlowever^ was of short duration, for on the l^h of 
Decembier the Neapolitan troops suatained a signal 
defeat at Civita Cartillana, and tlus disaster was fol- 
lowed by tlie immediate eyaeuation of Rome. After 
a aeries of defeats during a continued retreat, Ferdi- 
nand the Fourth was obliged, 00 the last day of the 
year, to abdicate aH his continental domiuions, and to 
take refuge 00 board an English wan of war« 

The Kiiig^of Sardinia, though entirely at the mercy 
q£ the French, was accused of leaguing with the Nea- 
politans, and his overthrow was no difficult achieve** 
v»mt. From the time of the formation of the Cisal- 
pine and Liguruui republics, an insurrectionary ^rit 
bad existed against his goveroa^enty which obligped hitn 
to aolieit the interposition of Fraoce, and his kiagdooa 
was for a time secured to him, on condition that the 
eitadel of Tarin should be confided to the care of a 
French garrison; which was complied with in the 
beginning o{ July. The easy coo4|oest of Piedmont 
hemg thus secured, the king, in the month of De- 
cember, signed an act of abdication, and withdrew 
to the island o( Sardinia. Under French influeoce^ 
alsOf some revolutionary changes were effected in the 
government of Holland, which had hitherto be^ti . 
left, in a great measure, to take care of its own con* 
certiSy and in the month of August a new directorial 
gov^eromeot was ciUBpletely organized. I0 the be- 
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gvauittg of October «. yiolent innuitectimt brok^ oni 
in the Belgium provinces^ ktdy unitsd to Viftnoti. 
which perTaded five defmrtments, and! Wat tint qadkd 
withtmt tBuch bloodsimd. 

The haughiiiteBs mid disregard of national rigbfa 
whidi now characterized the proceedings of ther 
French gdvernment waM near involving if in a quarrel 
with) tk& United States of America. Depotiea hav- 
ing been sent to Franace for the purpose of accoimno^ 
dating subsisting dtffereacesv they were treated with^ 
so. mach arragance,. and demands vrere advanced soi 
iHi|nst in their natutei that a taw was enacted bf 
cong|0es9 to break off. every eoounercial relation wiUk 
Fmnce and its dtpemdracies^ and fca forbid the ia* 
titance of French v^sseki into the American ports* 
The effect of these and other hostile uicasinres wan 
softened by the arrival of a secret agent at Phrin, find 
the negdciatiofos were nfterwards openly renewed nn* 
der more favooraUe eircmnBitances. . 
» In the sprifig of lAis yeaK^aneitpedttion .was fitted, 
ottk m fingland agajnsl Maritime Flandens^ for tha 
cbspress purpose of bloU^ing npthe bason^ gatas^ andi 
fdofcesof the. Bruges iOanaAy m weH ais destroying lhe> 
internal navigation, by meaas of which toansport'^: 
sch«}/tti^ instend .6£ risking a sea iroynge^ wene enabled 
tD' keep «p an.interhaL ioteffcoiiti^e between JIoMniidi> 
Francd^< and^Fkdtders.. Ah. andament aecardingl|L 
sniled for itheipArpose^frem Margate, rotda^ 01} llio> 
]idlh:of lAmi/f lilidef .Captain Fbpbara^ witkia Jbody ofi 
troops, K^anfHsting^nf liOOrmcny comiidiidedby Me^tm^ 
g^eiiera4<'€deto;*>)'Himng> landed eniAnibUowiag dagr^ 
witbouft^ ppposUibo^' th^y 'prod^eded:l(ta(.hoin. seiCial 
bbatis, dfemoKsh/ 'tbe;8luioe«4gatQ8y andi eflecl.n gflinlil 
ciKpkaion, by whieb it was inteiidedrio deslroy a>greil4 



tiOf HISTORY OV ^ENeLASW. [1798^ 

lirtional ;Woi^y ^hich-'Imd cost the Statesi of Bruges 
an^jmnieiitsie iiuin of iii<>iiey9 and hadnot^been com- 
pleted wSth 8 labour of five years.* Thus fiaving, asr 
was supposed, rendered the Bruges canal unservice'* 
able, the Gommauder^in^chief -attempt^ about noon 
to: t'eturn on: board the. shipping, > but the wind wiasso 
Highland the surf so much inore^sed, as to render 
it' im practicable. Upon this it was deemed proper 
to occupy a position jupbuthe sand-hills^ at a little' 
dSstanbe frotti the beach, and, «by w^y of gaining tiale,' 
the gOTierdor, of > Ostend was sumraotied tasurrenden;^ 
but this fate was unhappily reserved for the invaders 
themselves, as that officer found iheans^in the counie) 
of the night, to assemble a great force, with' which he^ 
hemmed in the English early m the morning, andaU^ 
resistance being in vain^ they surrendered, after a 
gallani; defenciB, in the course of which the major-- 
general' was iwpunded. Capttiin/Pophatti >egn[deavour-' 
ed without effect to obtain -an 6:sciiaiigexyf prisoners^- 
apd tt^appearsiatj first ta harve been the'^ iuiention' of 
thii French government to^ oblig^>the:Br^tish tr6o|». 
tb'labour^atthe^ reparation' of the'i w0itks..they /had^ 
deistiroyeds' ibot iiifc {w«s Hfound 4m iv^p^ktion that ihe^ 
damcigenwas but.triflingi - • v-: ,f:(^:..},.:'/i'.i IfiMij.: 
b iiii the^oiontlrof^ Navemberiai'SmiAl faradasiEienft* was-. 
dispaKch^d againiA .Minorca, undBr ihet ccpnaaDd of^ 
A%nii«il Duckworth/; and General .Sliuiirt> < and ai ids'? 
scelitcwas^fiiade v^wr.ihe crieek/offAddajI'a.f AaJifaa 
ihvgAerB uhsidv.feiR ';cifirtfie ;i3et}pisites: o£> a siege, : tUmi!' 
adhrjeds6ri€b)>QdigJiA^ with afflo^ 6t]ari6:of.'spirit,t>lpave: 
n§ade^coDMdecableir^tskiin6Q J intimidated^ bo^mri^ 
l^fiih&'imaminetits df theitroopa^ ^nd'tke appeiwance 
tf itice sqtedronitiie gtorison capitidaced on Uie i&tb: 
^ijNovember^ ^amd the- whole island wds : .redaced) 
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without the' loss of a single man. About the same 
time the isle of Goza, near Malta, capitulated to a 
detachment of Admiral Nelson's squadron. 

In St. DomingOi however, the English were unable 
to extend their acquisitions ; and the fury of disease 
tnade such alarming havoc among thepi, that at length 
M^jor*general Maitland was instructed to surrender' 
Port-au-Prince and St. Marc to Toussaint KOuver- 
ture, a negro commander, who had nearly annihilated 
the dominion of the French in the island ; and in the 
course of the year they evacuated every other post/* 
Such were the checquered scenes of the campaign of 
1798; but the balance of victory, of disinterested 
policy, and of success in arms, the affairs of Egypt 
taken into the scale, certainly preponderated in favour 
of England. 

On the meeting of Parliament, on the 20th of No- 
vember, the speech from the throne spoke, with just 
exdltation, of the late splendid triumphs of our navy ' 
under Lord Nqlson, which had turned an extravagant 
enterprise to the confusion of its authors, and afforded 
an opening which might lead to the general deliver-^! 
aace of Europe. The wisdom and magnanimity dis<- . 
played by the Emperor of Russia, with the decision * 
and vigour of the Ottoman Porte, were mentioned aHi" 
examples to encourage other states in adopting a line ' 
of jconduct, which experience had shown t6 be alort^^ 
consistent with security and honour. The address^ 
moved in the Lords by Earl Damley, and sefednded- 
by Lord Crayen, was animiad verted uport by the 
Marquis of Lansdown, who exhorted ministers to 
draw from these victories, so justly celebrated, the 
advantages they were calculated to secure, and to 
make them the means of obtaining that most desirable 
of all objects, m safe and hdnoni'abie peace. The 
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Mr. Tierney contended, that, by this bold measure, 
a tenth part of the property of England was pnt in 
requisition — a measure which the French had follow* 
ed in their career of revolutionary rapine, and which 
the Chaficellor of the Exchequer first condemned, and 
then imitated ; and, as a prelude to the project, a 
general disclosure of property must ti^e place. The 
scale of taxation was also manifestly inadequate and 
unjust. Tf it were right that the scale should rise 
from 60L to 200/. per annum, why should it not 
continue to rise from 200/. upwards ? The man of 
2001. per annum would be deprived of a part of the 
comforts he possessed, while the man of 20,000/. per 
annum would 'Estill riot in the enjoyment of all his 
luxuries. He asked whether a person possessing an 
•income of a certain sum only for a time, and another 
of the same income derived from the interest of his 
own capital, were equally rich and could bear the 
same taxes. He could hardly have supposed that 
what was said against adding perpetual taxes, and 
increasing the capitstl of debt, instead of raising large 
supplies within the year to prevent the accumulation 
of the debt, came from, the same man who had in- 
creased continually, for the last five years, the per- 
manent taxes; who had in that time also added 
160^0,000/. to the capital of the national debt 
Upon bis conscience he believed it was by peace only 
that the British empire could be secured. 

The bill having been committed, and the rcfport 
brought up. Sir Francis Baring aflSrmed, that under 
the veil of secrecy, which covered the commercial 
returns^ the bill would be evaded and frauds com- 
mitted, beyond any thing it was possible to conceive. 
But, supposing the bill carried into effect, it was a 
tax upon industry and upon enterprise. Mr. Wil- 
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lidm Smith declared his decided approbation of the 
principle K>f raising the supplies within the year, 
which could alone preserve the public finances from 
impending ruin; but the provisions of this bill he 
deemed in the highest degree exceptionable. By 
what criterion could it be ac^udged fair and honest 
to tax, in an equal degree, industry and indolence ? 
A stock-holder, who received e500/. per annum from 
his capital in the funds, and a shopkeeper of small 
pj-operty, who by active exertions made the same sum 
in his business, were similarly rated ! Even in the 
funds, proprietors of the long annuities, of perpetual 
annuities, » and of the exchequer annuities, which 
expire in five years, were, by this sweeping and in- 
discriminate mode of taxation, placed precisely upon 
a level. Mr. Pitt, in reply, observed that an honour- 
able gentleman had said, that if two persons had each 
500/. per annum ^ one of whom derived his income 
from land, and the other from industry, they ought 
not both to be taxed equally at 50/. : but to complain 
t>f this inequality was to complain of the distribution 
of property ; it was to complain of the constitution 
of society. The consequence of this tax would be to 
all alike, and whoever contributed a tenth of his in- 
come, under the bill, would have a tenth less to spend, 
to save, or to accumulate. The House thep divided, 
for the further consideration of the report, 183 j 
against it, 17; majority, 166. After undergoing 
several amendments, the bill was passed into a law on 
the 18th of March, 179&, and the 5th of April was 
fixed as the time for making the returns. The 
remaining supplies were to be made up from the new 
imposts on sugar, coffee, and stamps, aided by the 
recently imposed convoy -tax. About 250,000 land 
forces, of different descriptions, and 120,000 seamen 
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and marines were also roted* A bill to enlarge the 
time prescribed by an act of the last session, for the 
redemption of the land-tax, and to make certain 
regulations respecting ecclesiastical property, and the 
property devised for lives and for long terms, was also 
carried into a law. 

On the d2d of January the following important mes- 
sage was delivered by Mr. Secretary Dundas : ** His 
Majesty is persuaded that the unremitting industry 
•with which our enemies persevere in their avowed 
design of effecting the separation of Ireland from this 
kingdom, cannot fail to engage the particular atten- 
tion of Parliament, and his Majesty recommends it 
to this House to consider of the most effectual means 
of jfinally defeating this design, by disposing the Par- 
liaments of both kingdoms to provide, in a manner 
which they shall judge most expedient, for settling 
such a complete and final adjustment, as may best 
tend to improve and perpetuate a connexion essential 
to their common security, and consolidate the strength, 
power, and resources of the British empire." This 
message wa^ taken into discussion on the following 
day, when llr. Dundas moved an address, importing 
that the House would proceed, with all due dispatch, 
to the consideration of the several interests recom- 
mended to their serious attention. Mr. Sheridan de- 
dared that be was perfectly ready, on this occasion, 
to give credit to ministers for purity of intention, as 
they, could not be suspected of proposing a measure, 
which, in their own opinion, tended ultimately to the 
separation of Ireland from Great Britain. He said 
that the object of this message was evidently an 
Union, though the word itself was not to be found in 
it. But, did the people of Ireland manifest any wish 
to Unite ? On the contrary, they had unequivocally 
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declared themselves^ hostile to thin design ; and, if it 
were carried, it would be an union effected by frauds 
cormption and intimidation. Before the recommen- 
dation contained in the message was attended to, it 
was- incumbent upon ministers to show, that the last 
pledge of the English Parliament to the people of 
Ireland, by which their independence was recognised, 
and their rights acknowledged, h^d not produced that 
unanimity which the Parliaments of the two countries 
sought tp cherish. And he concluded with moving, 
as an amendment to the address proposed, that the 
House, for the first time, learned froni his Majesty^ 
with surprise and deep regret, that the final adjust- 
ment, which, upon his Majesty's gracious recommen-, 
dation, took place between the two kingdoms in 1782, 
had not produced the effects expected from that 
solemn settlement: and further, humbly to express 
to his Majesty, that his faithful Commons had strong'' 
reasons to believe, that it was in the contemplation 
of his Majesty's ministers to propose an union of 
the legislatures of the two kingdpms, notwithstand* 
ing that final and solemn adjustment; humbly im- 
ploring his Majesty not to listen to the counsels of 
those who should advise such a measure at the present 
crisis. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer contended, that a 
permanent connexion between Britain and' Ireland 
was essential to the true interests of both countries, 
and that, unless the existing connexion should be im» 
proved, there' was, he had strong reason to believe, 
great risk of a separation. After a debate of some ' 
length, Mr. Sheridan withdrew his amendment, and 
the original motion was put and carried. 

The ssune day on which the message on the union 
was delivered to the British Senate, the session of the 
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Irish Parliament eooimenced at Dublin ; and a speech 
on this occasion was mad^ by the Lord- Lieutenant, 
which condaded with a hope that the Parliaments 
in both kingdoms would be disposed to provide the 
most effectual means of maintaining and improving 
a connexion, essential to their common security, and 
of consolidating! as far as possible, into one firm and 
lasting fabric, the strength, the power, and the re- 
sources of the British empire. The address in the 
House of Peers was . opposed chiefly by the Lords 
Powerscourt and Bellamoivt, who severally moved 
amendments, expressive of their disapprobation' of a 
legislative union with Great Britain. On the first 
division, the numbers were 46 to 19, and on the last 
35 to 17, in favour of the court. But in the House 
of Commons, after a. debate of twenty hours, the 
contest was so close, that only a majority of one 
appeared^ against the amendment ; the numbers being, 
on the division, 106 and 105; and when, the question 
was put for agreeing to the address, the ministry had 
in their favour only 107 against 105 voices. The 
address was reported two days afterwards, when Siif 
Lawrence Parsons strenuously opposed its being re- 
ceived, and, after a violent debate, his motion was 
carried by a majority of 111 to 106 voices. The 
exultation of the Irish metropolis at this defeat of the 
ministry was unbounded ; the unionists were insulted 
and calumniated by every possible mode of attack; 
and the chief speaker of opposition acquired a sud- 
den and extrfiordinary increase of popularity. The 
vehement enthusiasm of the capital, nevertheless, did 
not extend to the nation . dt large ; the weight of 
the landed interest was in favour of the measure ; and 
Cork,, the second city of the kingdom, and the com- 
mercial towns in genei:^!, though gireatly agitated and 
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divided^ were,' upon the whole, rather friendly than 
hostile to it« 

On the 31&t of January the subject was. again 
brought under consideration by Mr, Pitt, who said, 
that when he proponed to the House to fix that day 
for the. further consideration of his Majesty's aies»age^ 
he indulged a hope that the result of a similar com-^ 
munication, to the Parliament of Ireland, woqld have 
opened a more favourable prospect than at presenl 
existed, of the speedy accomplishmentof the measurer 
then in contemplation ; he had, however, been. di»<i' 
appointed by the proceedings of tl^ Irish House of 
Commons. He was convinced, that the Parliament 
of |r0la(nd posse9sed the power, the entire conafietence; 
to.acciept or reject a proposition of this j nature ; la- 
poller which he by no. means' meant. to dispute; bttt 
while h0 .admitted these rights, he felt^ that, as «- 
member of the Parliament. of Great Britain^ }iie had 
a right to exercise, and a- duty to perform ;; i^.ito; 
exp^e^s the general nature ^nd outline of the pkfiit 
wtiich, in his estimation, would tend-to insure the; 
safety aqd the h^piness of the two kingdoms. ShottM 
Parlianient be of opinion that it wias calculated tOr 
piroduce. mutual advantages, he should propose it, ia> 
order to its^ being recorded on the jonrnak, leaving/ 
the rejection or adoption of the plan to the fi^U-and! 
fufair^ consideration of the Ifagislattnre .'of Irelaadvi 
Mr. Pitt remarked, that the unton with Scortland wa^ 
ast much opposed, and by nearly the aamei argunientSii 
pi^ftjudices, and misconceptions; creating the^saun^i 
alar^is as had recei^tly taken plac^ in respect to Irefn 
land: yet, could any man now doubt of the advance 
tag^s which Scptltod had di^rived frooi it^? Ooe^ ofi 
the greatest Jimpedimeiits to the prosperity of Ireland^; 
wap the vvajat of industry* arid « the ^qintof capita^ 
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which w^re only to be supplied by blending more 
closely with Ireland the industry and capital of this 
oountry. In the present state of things also^ and 
while Ireland remained a separate kingdom, no rea« 
flpnable person would affirm that full concessions 
could be made to the Catholics, without endangering 
the state, and shaking the constitution of Ireland to 
Its centre^ At the conclusion of a very able speech^ 
lie proposed a series of resolutions, and moved th^i 
the House resolve itself into a committee, to discuss- 
the /Same in their proper order, .. 

The fdan proposed thai the two islands should be 
united into one kingdom, by the name of '^ the United 
ILingdom of Great Britain and Ireiand ;'' that the 
Accession to the crown dipulfl be limited and settled 
as. at present J that the united kingdom should be Mpre* 
sented in one and the same Parliament, and that sueh 
a: number of lords and commons as shaU be hereafter 
agreed upon shall sit sind vote on the part of Ireland ^ 
thai ^he dhurches of England and Ireland be preserved 
aaMowl>yla«(^ established;^ that the K^ng^siribjects in 
Irbland be entvtjfed to the ssmie privileges,' in respect 
<tf^trade and navigation^ with thofe of QreM Britain, 
subject to per^iii' regulations^ to be agt^eed upon- pre- 
idmisly^ to the un^on, and regulated from time to ttm^ 
by the uaited Parl|ianient j • that the charg^^rismff 
fMtti tiie payment of the interest, or sinking fund fi^r 
the reduc^tion of the principal, of the debt- incnrred 
in either ](ingdom before th^ union^ i^U c0n(^mie tO' 
be s^iu^tely defrayed by 4)reat Britain and Irdan<i 
respectively ; that for a number .of years^to^bd li&lited, 
the future ohiinary expens0sof th^ uilited kiOgdoMi* 
in peace or war should be defitay'ed by Qreat BritaiHf 
aiid Ireland jointly, according to such, proportions as 
shall be established by the r^spectiye PktrUaments pre- 
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Yipysly to the imi<H} ; anc} thtt all Jaws in force at the 
timcf of the anran, and all the c6urts of civil or eccte-* 
nastical juri«dicti6n withiii the reipectiye kingdoms, 
9lkal] retnam as now by law established withiii the 
srnne, subject only to such alterations or regulations^ 
from time to time, as circuhistances appear to the 
Parliament of the united kingdom to require. 
< Mr. Sheridan again avowed his^ utter dislike and 
disapprobation of the measure, and stated bis iirten- 
tlon of moving two resolutions, declaring that no 
oiteaaures cbuld have a ten<)ency to improve and per* 
petoate the ties of amity, which had not for their 
basis the fair and free approbation of the Parliaments 
of the two comitries' ; and that whoever shonld endea<' 
vow to, obtain such approbation, by employing thef 
influence of government, was an enemy to his Ma- 
jerty and the cooi^rtitution. The House divided Qn> 
the question of the speaker^s leaving the chair; ayes 
14(^9 noes 15 ; and after some further debates on th# 
subject, Mr. Pitt's resolutions were carried by large 
majoritres. On the 14th of Pdbruary the report* of 
the committee Was brought iip, ^vhen it was ordered,' 
that a message be sent to the Lord)», iequesting»a con- 
ference respecting the means of pei^ettiating dnd: 
ionrprovitig the coimeiion' between Uie two kingdoms.' 
The subject had previoiisly been^ introduced intd 
the Moaise of Peers; by a message from thd King,' 
deliv€fred by Lord' Grenville. The address in answer 
to this message was voted unanimously by the House, 
i)rhvah then adjournedi From thil period the bosinesa 
remained dormant in the Upj^er House till the 18th 
of February, when the message from the Commonsr 
was delivered by Earl Temple. A conference accordv 
iiigly taking place iii the painted chamber, the Iiordb 
deputed on this occasion soon retitrtied with a^copyroC 
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the resolutions moved by the House of Commons. 
On the 19th of IMarcb, their lordships having b^en 
summoned. Lord Grenvilie moved, that the House 
do agree with the resolutions of the Commons. This 
motion, though strenuously opposed, was agreed to 
without a division. 

On the llih of April, the House having been again 

. summoned^ Lord Grenvilie moved an address to the 
throne, which was also carried 'without a division; bat 
a protest was signed against it by the Lords Holland, 
Thanet, and King. A committee was then named, 
consisting of Lord Grenvilie, Lord Minto, Lord 
Auckland, and the Bishop of Llandaff, to draw up 
an address conformable to the motion, which having 
been effected, the Commons, in a second conference 
en the following day, were invited to join in the 
same, and to agree that it should be presented to his 
Majesty as the address of both Houses of Pariiament, 
which was accordingly done in the most solemn 
manner. 

In Ireland the further consideration of the bill was 

^postponed till the 1st of August. It was, however, 
manifest, that the court were determined to persevere; 
and the Lord*Lieut^nant, on the termination of the 
session, announced, that a joint address of the two 
Houses of Parliament of Great Britain had been laid 
before his Majesty, accompanied by resolutions pro-* 
posing and recommending a complete and entire union 
between Great Britain and Ireland. And he further 
declared, that his Majesty, as the common father of 
his people, must look forward, with earnest anxiety, 
to the moment when, in conformity to the sentiments, 
wishes, and real interests of his subjects in both king- 
doms^ they. may all be inseparably united in the full 
enjoyment of the blessings of a.free. constitution. 
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Mr. Wilberforce^s annual motion for the abplition 
of the slave trade^ bad in this sesi^ion to encounter an 
additional opposition, arising from the existence of a 
negro army in St. Domingo, and the efforts made to 
propagate^ 4emocratical principles through the West 
India islands. It was ^consequently negatived by .a 
majority of 84 to 54. 

Parliament was prorogued on the 12th of July, 
1 799, when his Majesty was pleased to declare, that 
the decision and energy which distinguished the couii* 
cils of his ally, the Emperor of Russia, and the inti- 
mate union and concert so happily established , be- 
tween them, would enable him to employ, to the 
greatest advantage, the powerful means^ intrusted to 
him by Parliament, for establishing, on permanent 
grounds, the security and honour of this country, and 
the liberty and independence of Europe. On. this 
occasion he also expressed his satisfaction in seeing 
that internal tranquillity was in some degree restored, 
to Ireland,: the ultimate security of which could alone 
be injured by its intimate and entire union wit^ 
Great Britain. 
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, AFVJ&Rtbe signal defeat of the French fleet, at 
Aboukir, by. which Buonaparte was separated froip 
France, he exerted himself to secure the affection qf 
the Egyptians, hy jiattering their religious prejudice]^; 
by recalling their ancient. greatness, and asserting that 
he wished to restore them to their pristine grandeur; 
by professions of regard for his ally, the emperor at 
Qonistautinpple J and by pretending that the ipvasion 
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of figyjpty and the expulsion of tbe Beys, w^^e.fftea- 
SMures which merited or haid obtained his assent. Aid^ 
ed by the artists who aecompanied the expeditioa, he 
foraied a national academy and: a great estaUishment 
for the different mechanical arts ; he assembled the 
dieicks from different provinees, • and submitted to 
their deliberations certain objects of political eoo* 
Qomy ; and . at a festival of the anniversary of the 
institution of the f^rench republic, he introfkioed mi^ 
litary evolqtions^ horse and foot raees^ fire-works^ 
and other Parisian amusements. These arts, how-^ 
ever, failed to produce the desired efiect, and his 
arms alcme could insure the obedience which he 
eourted, or avert the danger which he dreaded. An 
insurrection' at JCairo had nearly proved fatal to his 
cause, and some hundreds of the French, including 
General Dupuis, their commander, were killed before 
it could be suppressed ; a much larger number of the 
insurgents of course perished, and not a few after- 
wards^ fell by the hands of the executioner; for' Buo- 
naparte, whenever he went, treated all who opposed 
him as traitors and rebels. Various skimrisfaes, and 
some sharp actions, took place between the invaders 
and the Mamelukes, under tbe command of the Beys, 
in different parts of the country, particularly in Upper 
Egypt, in all of which the superior discipline and tactics 
of tbe French baffled the rude courage and desultory 
atiacks of their opponentii. It could not, however, 
be supposed that the Porte would leave them in quiet 
possession of a portion of her territory, or that Eng- 
land would make no eff6rt to wrest it from their 
hands : Buonaparte was aware that, if an army was 
sent from Europe to attack htm on one side, while a 
Turkish forte from Asia assailed him on tlie other, he 
might not be able to extricate himself fiiom the diffi- 
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cnlties ^itti which he would be sorroandel, Mid he 
therefore redolv^ to atta<^ the Turks in the first 
instance, in the hopes of subduing them before they 
could receive assistanc^e from othei^ quaiters. He 
accordingly made preparations for ^n expedition 
against Acre, and -sent his train of artillery , destined 
for the siege, by sea. The army, in four divisions, 
under the command of Kleher, Bon, Regnieri and 
Lannes, proceeded to El-Arisoh, where an action waer 
fought, in which the Freach were saocessfol. They 
then advanced into the fertile plains of Gaza, and 
having met idth little opposition, moii^ed forward to 
Jaffa^ anpiently called Joppa, a sea- port town, on the 
coast of Palestine, which was carried by iisiiault, with 
gteik loss^ after a vigorous defence. Nutnbert of the 
garrison were put to the sword ; but the greater pari 
halving taken refuge in the mosques, and implored 
mfercy from the French, their lives were spared; 

The atrocities stated to -have been committed by 
Order of -Buonaparte, immediately after the coptuve 
of Jaf^, alti^ough confidently asserted by highly 
riespectabie authorities, are so tc4;ally unparalleled in 
the- history of modern warfare, that it is difficult to 
g4^e credit to the recital. Beitig encumbered with 
near 4000 prisoners^ from the eare^ and maintenance 
of which, it is said^ Buona[mrte found it necessary to 
relieve himself, he orckred them tobe marched to a 
riiiing ground near JafFa^ where volleys of musketry 
and grape shot Were playecl upon them by a division 
Of French inftMtryj and such of the Ttirlt^ as t were 
iN^ killed by the sho<i ivere put to death with'th« 
bayonet. The accumulation of ilhburied^ bodies 
Occasioned the visitatioti of the plague, bywhidfe a 
great number of French soldiiers werd lioon infedted, 
the hospitals crowded^ and the medical staff embar^^ 
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rassed* In. this, crisis Bbooaparte fband an apothe^ 
eary who coosepted to administer poison to the sick. 
A sufficient quantity.of ppiiiim was accordingly mixed 
with pleasant food, of which the unsuspecting viQtims 
freely partook ; and, in a few hours, 680 soldiery who 
had suffered so much for the tyrants^ of their country, 
thus miserably perished. Sir Robert Wilson, Dr. 
Wittman, M r. Morier, and others, have stated |;hefiie 
occurrences as facts ; and although they are difficult 
to be believed, it is equally difficult to conceive that 
they can be altogether unfounded. 

At Jaffii, as .at all other places of importance in hia 
route, Buonaparte constituted a divan of the principal 
inhabitants in the French interest, and after, appoint*, 
ing Adjvtantrgeneral Gressier to the.cpmmand of the 
place, he marched at the hf^d (t)f his troqps fqx Acre, 
which at this moment contained within its walb t^ot 
men, wha, with the romantic heroism of the days of 
chivalry, united all the knowledge appertaining to the 
niodcrn art of war — Sir W. Sidney Smith, . a' British 
n^val officer, of distinguished enterprise, apd Coloael 
Pbillippeaux, an emigrant officer <^f engineers. After 
rescuing his friend, Sir Sidney, from boqdage in the^ 
Temple, and restoring him to liberty at thehaza^rd 
of his life, Phillippeai|x accompanied him in a small 
squadron to which he had been appointed, and after 
cruising with him in the Levant, bad embarked for 
Syria* to employ his talents as an engineer, and ta 
afford assistance to the Pacha. On the 19th of March^ 
17&9» it was determined tp attack the front of the 
saliant angle to the eastward, and on the 30th the 
tr;e|Qches were <^en^d, about J 50 fathoms from the 
wall; but as the besiegers were. deficient in heavy 
ar^iUery^ the impression made by them was. neither 
s^deft nor formidable.^ On the day the trencher 
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were opened, the garrison made a spirited sortie, bat 
were forced to retire with precipitation within the 
walls, and on the 1st of April the enemy advancec( to 
storm the fortress ; it was soon discovered, however, 
that a ditch of fifteen feet was to be passed, while 
the coanterscarp was almost untouched, and the 
breach, which was not large, had been efiected up* 
wards- of six fbet above the level of the works. 
Notwithstanding these obstacles, a body of grena- 
diers descended into the ditch, and attempted to scale 
the wall; but the oply effect produced by the late 
explosion being a small opening in the glacis, nothing 
could be achieved. The garrison was at first seized 
with terror, and niany of the Turkish soldiers ran 
towards the harbour, but no sooner did they discover 
that the opening in the wall was several feet above 
the rubbish, than they returned to the charge, and 
showered down stones, grenades, and combustibles, 
upon the assailants, who were obliged to retire, after 
losing two adjutants-general, and a great number of 
men. This event afibrded so much encouragement, 
to the troops of the Pacha, that on the 5th they made 
another sally, in which they killed Detroye, chef- 
de^briffode, and several others of th& besiegers. la 
the interim, the English squadron discovered, in the 
neighbourhood of Mount Carmel, a corvette and nine 
sail of gun-boats, laden with artillery and ammuni- 
tion, intended to assist in the reduction of Acre, seven 
of which, containing all the battering train, were 
captured; and this fortunate incidentr contributed 
greatly to save the city, no intelligence having been 
received by the French army of the three frigates 
which had sailed from Alexandria for Jafia. At this 
period of the siege, Ghezzar Oglou, the Pacha, dis- 
persed his firmauns among the Naplouzians, as well 
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fu$ into the towo« in tb§ S$^id, requesting the true 
believers to rise and overv^belm the infideU. The 
British squadron^ which had been driven from the 
unsheltered anchorage of St. Jean d'Acre by the 
equinoctial gales, had no sooner resumed its station » 
than another sortie was determined upon, for the 
purpose of destroying a mine made by the enemy 
below the tower. In this operation, undertaken on 
the 7th, the British marines and seapien were to 
force their way into the mine, while the Turkish 
troops attacked the enemy's trenches on the right 
and left. The sally took place on the morning of the 
7th, just before day-light ; and Lieutenant Wright, 
who commanded the seamen-pioneers, noiwithstand* 
lAg he received two shots in his right arm as he 
advanced, entered the mine with the pikemen, and 
proceeded to the bottom of it, where he vei46ed its 
direction, and destroyed all that could be destroyed 
ifk it^ pre$»ept state. "^ 

4.11 the neighbouring districts were now in arms, 
^nd the Samaritan Arabs evinced so mucjb daring as 
tQ saake incursions even into the French camp. Uu* 
d^ these circumstances Buonaparte proceeded against 
them in person, and on the Itiitb he £w[\d Kleber's 
division, wrm^iag of 9000 Frenchmen, who had pre* 
i^iQUsly been detached as a corps of observation, 
%jftting at Ike foot of Mount Tabor, and nearly en* 
^rcled by a large body of horse, which he idbUgN^ to 
i^fitire behind the mount, where a great number were 
Amwned in the river Jordan. 

Buonaparte hastened to return to the camp before 
▲cr^, and the invaders at length beheld the complex 
ttoa of the mine ded;ined to destroy the tower, wkidi 
hafd' so long withstood all their efforts ;' tmt, although 
Ma e€ the angles ' was carried away,* the 
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remained as difficult of access* as" before. Abbut 
this period the garrison sustained a great loss in tbttt 
€f Phillippeaux, who unfortunately died of a fever, 
contracted by want of rest, and extraordinary exer- 
tions in the public service. On^the 1st of May, after 
many hoars heavy cannonade from thirty pieces of 
artillery, brought by the enemy from Jaffa, a fourtk 
aitempt was made, but the Tigre moored on one 
side, and the Theseus on the other, flanked the town 
walls; and the gun-boats, launches, and other row-- 
boats, continued to flank the enemy's trenches, to 
their great annoyance, till at length th^y were re- 
poised ypith loi^s, and obliged to desist from the attack. 
Notwithstanding their various repulses, the enemy 
€e«itinued to batter in breach with progressive suc- 
cess, and up to the 9th of May, had made nine seve- 
raf attempts to storm, but had as often been beaiteitf 
back with immense slaughter. The garrison had long 
been in expectation of a reinforcement, under Hassan 
Bey, who had originally received orders to advance 
agaimt Alexandria, but was afterwards directed t9 
proceed to the relief of Acre : it was not, however, 
till the Slst day of the siege, that thi9 fleet made itin 
sippeamnce ; and the approach of so much additional 
strength was the signal to Buonaparte for a vi^orous^ 
and persevering assault, in hopes to get possessifoif * of 
tlie' town before the reinforcement could dvsembarlTv 
The eonntant fire of the besiegero wae siid^nly in^ 
creased ten&ld, aiid on the night of the 8tb ist iH^y^i 
tkm^ soeeeeded in making a lodgment in the second^ 
sti»rjr of the north-east tower. Day^-lig^ht on the 9th^ 
dowed the French standard ^ untried on the odtisr^ 
iangle, and their troops had ce^ered themselves in tfRP 
lodgment, having eonslructed^1^o tirawrses aeiWM^ 
dier ^tch, composed «f sand A^gs, and th^ bo^eii ^ 
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their dead built in with them. At this moist critical 
point of the contest, Hassan Bey*s troops, though 
they had advanced half-way towards the shore, were 
still in their boats. Sir Sidney Smith, whose energy 
and talents gave effect to every operation, landed the 
boats on the mole; and placing himself at the head of 
thex^rew, marched them to the breach, each man being 
armed with a pike. A heap of ruins between the 
besieged and besiegers served as a breast^work for 
both ; the muzzles of the muskets touched, and the 
spear heads of the standards locked. Ghezzar Pacha, 
hearing that the English were on the breach, qtiitted 
his station, where, according to the ancient Turkish 
custom, he was sitting to reward such as should bring 
him ihe heads of the enemy, and distmbuting car- 
tridges with his own hands. This energetic old man, 
coming behind his British allies, pulled them down 
with violence, saying, "if any harm happen to our 
English friends, all will be lost.*' The whole of the 
reinforcements being now landed, the Pacha, with 
some difficiflty, so far subdued his jealousy as to 
admit the Chilfflick regiment, of 1000 men, into the 
garden of his seraglio, from whence a vigorous sally 
was made, with an intention to obtain possession of 
the enemy's third parallel, or nearest trench, but the 
Turks, unequal to such a movement, were driven back 
into the town with loss ; and although the sortie did not 
succeed, it had the effect of obliging the enemy to ex- 
pose themselves above their parapets, and the flanking 
fire of the garrison, aided by a few hand grenades, dis- 
lodged them from the tower. Determined to perse-* 
Tere, the enemy effected a new breach by an incessant 
fire directed to thie southward, every shot knockiogp: 
down whole, sheets of a wall, much less solid than that 
of the tow^r; on which they had, expended so much 
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time and ammunition* At the suggestion of the 
Pacha, the breach was net this time defended, bnt a 
certain number of the enemy was let in, and then 
closed upon, according to the Turkish mode of war, 
when a sabre in one hand, and a dagger in the other, 
proving more than a match for the bayonets, the sur-» 
Tivors hasteit)ed to sound a retreat. Thus. ended a 
contest, continued with little intermission for five? 
and^twenty hours, and in which nature, sttiking under 
' the exertion, demanded repose. 

As the capture of Acre became dubious, chagrin 
began to be visible ^ in the conduct of Buonaparte^ 
who, for the first time in his life, beheld himself foil^ 
ed, and that too by^a town scarcely defensible accord^ 
ing to the rules of art ; while the surrounding hills 
were crowded with spectators, awaiting the result of 
the contest, to declare *fo|; the' vittor. The plague 
also found its way into the French camp, and 700 
men had already fallen martyrs to that terrible malady. 
In this deplorable situation the French commander- 
in-chief determined to make a last effort, and General 
Kleber's division was recalled from the fords of Jor- 
dan, to take its turn in the daily efforts to mount the 
breach at Acre, in which every other division in suc- 
cession had failed, with the loss of their bravest men, 
and about three-fourths of their ofiicers. Before this 
reinforcement could commence its operations, anodier 
sally was made, on the night of the lOth of May, by the 
Turkish Chifflick regiment, who succeeded in making 
themselves masters of the enemy's third parallel ; but 
the impetuosity of a few of the Turks carried them 
on jto the second trench, where they lost some of their 
itands^rds, though they succeeded before their retreat 
in spiking four guns. Kleber*s division, instead of 
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■MUtttii^ the breach, accordfaig fo Baonaparte's in- 
tetttioiit were thes obliged to spend their ttme and 
strength in recovering these works, in which they 
siicceeded^ after a conflict of three hours, leavingf 
every thing in statu quo, except the loss of meir, 
which was considerable on both sides. 

Determined, at length, to raise 4;he siege, Bnona* 
parte first ordered bis sick and woimded to be sent 
away. To keep the besieged in check, be oiade use 
of the rest of his amnmtiitioni, and increased the fire 
of Im eannofi and mortxHrs. Ghezzar remarking these 
dispesitioiis for retreat, made frequent sallies; which 
were lepolsed with vigour. The aspect of the field 
^f carnage was horrible ; the ditches and the reverses 
ef the parapets were filled with the slain, the air was 
infected, and the proposition ibr a suspension of anos 
to bory the dead remained unanswered. After sixl^f 
days continuance, Buonaparte, in a proclamation, aa- 
nonnced to his army Uie raising of the siege, and 
resolved to rrtom to Egypt, to defend its approa^^ ia 
the season of landing, against the forces assembled at 
Bhodes. On 1^ 20th of May, the very day on. wl»dk 
die army begfto its march, Geoos^ Lie Orange repuhed 
two^ sallies, and forced liie Turks back into the town. 
General Lanaes' diviirion led die march, Regnier^s 
evacuated the trenches ; Kfeber fbriaed a strong rear- 
guard ; whilst Juncrf; coMred the left flaink. bucma:* 
parte threw into the sea die heavy artillery, winch* hm 
could not carry back through the desert, and his bati- 
tering train, amounting to twenty-three pieces, fell 
into- the hands of the English. After blowing up tfasf 
fertifioations^ of Jafili. and Graaa, and iafiieting a ter- 
rible vengeance on those who had defended theit 
eovmbff againfit the invaden^ the French pasaed ovcsr 
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thedeserty and were received by tbe ittkaUtantovf 
Cairo, ignoraat of recent erents, as yictont. Thoa 
terminated tbe caupaig^n of Syria. 

Buonaparte's attention, aftw his arri?al in l&gyptf 
liad .been directed to tbe accomplishment of one 
essential part of his project, the establishment of a 
commnnication and concert with Tippoo Sultan, for 
the purpose of extirpating the Eleglish from their 
Oriental settlements. H^ apprized Ttppoo of his 
arrival on the shores of the Red Sea, and requested 
him to send some confidential person, with whom he 
might confer on the subject of their mutoal phuis. 
This sovereign, who ill brooked the retnenchment of 
his power and dominion consequent on bis last .war 
with tbe cQDipiany, had established a close intercourse 
with Zema«n Shah, a native prince of great power 
and influence, in order t0 concert such a foormidable 
attack upon the Gnglish, as, it was hoped, they would 
be unable to resist ; tbe vigilanoe, however, of the 
governor-general, the Earl o( Mornington, afterwards 
Marquis Wellesley , was emin^itly calculated to 'meet 
the danger. Having assembled an adequate force, 
k» commnnicated to Tippoo the knowledge winch he 
had acquired of bis hostile designs, and offered, if be 
would forego these projects, to send an officer to treat 
with him, for the establishment and preservation of a 
friendly isitercaurse between him and the British 
government. Tbe SnUan seqt an equivocal answer 
to %lm coqamunif^ation, and sought to elisde the vig^-» 
laoce of the Engiisb f^licy^ hot Lord Momington 
did not suffsr tbe least abatement i^ the spirit nf 
naval <Ht military preparation^ and at the oommesee* 
mwt of the year ] 79^ he ordered the British army 
to take tbe field. It was commanded in chief by 
;-generai Harris, who, after a series of sue*;' 
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oesrfbl operations, set hiniKlf down before the capital 
of Tippoo's dominions at the latter end of April> and 
on the 4th of May, a practical breach having been 
effected, Seringapatam was taken by assault. Tippoo 
himself, and several of his chiefs, perished in the 
action. ^ 

The East India Company obtained additional terri- 
tory by this conquest ; other parts wete allotted to the 
Nizam and the Mahrattas, and the remaining portion 
of the Mysore was conferred on a descendant of the 
ancient Rajahs, who had been dispossessed by Hyder« 
The British dominion in the east, by annihilating the 
most dangerous of all the native powerSj^ was now 
established on a permanent foundation, and the 
French directory had the mortification of being not 
only foiled in one of their greatest attempts, but of 
witnessing the utter extinetion of those means and 
resources by which they hoped to accomplish it 

After the return of Buonaparte from Syria to 
Egypt, the Turkish force made a vain. attempt to 
recover that country from the French. The undis- 
ciplined Mussulmans were, after an obstinate action 
near Aboukfr, defeated with great loss on the 25tb of 
July, and compelled to retire. Buonaparte, however, 
ruminating on his repul^ at Acre, where he had, for 
the first time, experienced defeat and disgrace, and 
fearful that he might not always be successful in im^ 
posing on his followers, whom he had persuaded, on 
the present occasion, that his expedition had answ^ered 
every purpose for which it was undertaken, and had 
covered the army with g[ory, resolved to repair to a 
coootry more congenial with his disposition and pur-^ 
suits. This resolution to abandon his post, and to 
desert those gallant men who had braved every danger 
at his command^ was only equalled by the mode in 
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-which it was accomplished. Leaving a sealed pack^etf 
addressed to General Kleber, nominating that pfl^cer 
to the commaad of the army in Egypt during his 
absence, he embarked suddenly, on the 24tfa of Au- 
gust, with Generals Berthier, Lannes, Murat, and 
Andr^ossi, accompanied by Monge,, Beutholet, and 
Arnaud, members of the Egyptian Institute, and 
attended by several Mamelukes, the future guards 
of his person. He comniunicated his design to none 
but those whom he intended to accompany him ; he 
stripped the military chests of the last sol ; and be 
left the army in a most deplorable state, fie was a 
deserter too, in every sense of the word ; for he left 
l)is copamand without orders, and even without per^ 
iBit^ioo. That singular good fortune, however, to 
whi^h he was so often indebted, attended him on this 
*occai^on ; for after repeatedly escaping the vigilai^ce 
of the English cruisers, he landed, first at Ajaccio, 
and then at Frejus, and on his arrival at Paris, on the 
16th of October, he was courted by all parties, and 
invited by the Directory to a grand festival, during 
which it was found impossible to veil that jealousy, 
and distrust, which now began to prevail between the 
general and several members of the government. 

Hitherto the congress at Rastadt had proved in- 
effective. The late expedition into the Roman terri^ 
tory haying proved eminently disastrous to the King 
of Naples, now an exile from his kingdom, an armis- 
tice was signed by Prince Pignatelli, on behalf pf the 
Neapolitan government, on the 7th of January, 17s9iBi; 
by which the French forces under Championi^t ojii-* 
tained possession of the city of Capua, and thence 
advanced to the capital, which they entered on tfaiQ 
2dd, after a gallant but unavailing resistance. Nipples 
was then proclaimed a republic, under the designatiiW 
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•of the Fartfaenopean coromon wealth ; and the provi- 
sional government was confided to twenty-one citi« 
tens, chosen by the Fr^ndi general. 

Whikt the French plenipotentiaries were menacing 
ttie ministers of the Emperor of Germany with a re- 
newal of hostilities, if a passage were aflbrded to the 
llussian troops into Italy ; and while the army under 
Cfaampionnet was employed in establishing the Par- 
thenopean republic, the fortress of Ehrenbreitstein, in 
front of CoblentZf uas obliged, after a memorable 
defence, to capitulate, on the 24th of January, to the 
French General D'AlVemagne. 

The Emperor Paul, of Russia, entered into the new 
confederacy against the French republic, with all the 
zeal inspired by a chivalrous attachment to the calise 
of legitimate government, and an hereditary passion 
for military glory i An app^rance of ^egoctaftion was 
rtiH kept up at Rastadt ; but the Etnperor of Ger* 
mstny, dissatisfied with the provisions of the treaity of 
Gsmpo Formio, and certain of powerful co-opera* 
tion in the event of a i^enewal Wf the contest, no longer 
concealed his sentiments. The French, by their toi- 
boanded encroachments -oa the rights of other nations, 
gave him a plausible pretence for re-armhfig ; and in 
a short tfriie a^werfol fierce was in the fteld. The 
Arcbduke (3harles assembled 56,000 men between the 
liinand ifhe Lech ; Generals Starray arrd Hotze lead- 
ed ^bocft -20,000 more in the Palatinate and the coun- 
try of thoGi'isoHs; General Bellegarde occupied the 
Tyrol, with about 25,000 ; and an ari»iy of about 
60i000, finder 'General fCray , prepared to ^nteT Itialy, 
and re-conquer Lombardy. The comtria^d of the 
fVench ^' army of the Dahube'' was confided to Ge- 
MM Jourdan,^ who oh the f st of March crossed the 
VtHfte in three places; and whiM General Bema* 
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dotte bk^ck^ded'the forU'es£| of Philipsburg, Manl^awi 
opened its gates \o another body of French troops : 
on the 20th, however, the archduke determined to 
give thepi battle, and the day was contested with 
gre^t bravery on both sides, Jourdan maintaining hii; 
position until night put an end to the action ; when, 
und^r cover of darkness, he retreated to a station near 
Eiigen. On the 25th, a second battle was fought on 
the plain of Lieblingen, in the uiidst of woods ^ and 
sach was- the eagerness on both sides, that the two 
commanders-in-chief, after reconnoitring in person^ 
instead ,of assuming, as usual, a centre position in thf 
Fear>.fooght at the head of their respective trpops* 
^igt)t, which again put an eiul to the combat, left 
the victory undecided ; and on the ensuing monung^ 
^he ipvaders renewed their attack : beingv however, 
cince more foiled, General Jourdan, after sustaining a 
lo^ of about 4000 men, retreated before the arch- 
duke, and recrossed the Rhine at Lauttemburg and 
Strasburg. Massena, to whom the command of th^ 
army of Switzerland was confided, bad taken the fl$dd 
for the purpose of driving the Austrians f 1*001 the moun- 
tainous regions inhabited by the Grisons; but the de- 
feat of the grand army in Suabia checked his ias|^reer. 
"^ The chief command of the French armies i^ Itafy 
had been transferred to Scherer, and his first efiqrts 
Vfere (directed against Tuscany* If aving qbtaine^ 
ppssesi^on of th§ capital, the port of Leghorn \fw at 
the sapo^ time seised by General MioUis, and ^U the 
property appertaining to the subjects of Bri^iu> Por- 
tug^, Austria, Russia, the Ottoman Porte, and tt^e^ 
|^te,s of Barbary, subjected to sequestration ; wl)il|^ 
the Grand Duke and h^s family wer^ furnished ^)^ 
a guard of honofir^ and ^Uowed to. proceed to tjffp 
Germj^n capital. Sd^rer then purcbed to ^aoi^^ 
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where it was determined to attack the enemy before 
thiej coold receive any reinforcements from Suabia, or 
effect a junction with the Russians. The Austrian^, 
under General Kray, at this time occupied Yerona 
and its vicinity. On the 26th of March, the action 
commenced in the neighbourhood of Castel Nuovo, 
between the lake of Garda and the Adige, and con- 
tinued with various success from sun-rising till night, 
when, after a most severe contest, the French were 
driven across the latter river. Three days after this 
sanguinary conflict, Scherer ag^in attacked all the 
Austrian posts, but was defeated with immense loss. 

The Russian General Suworow arrived at Verona 
in April, and took upon himself the command of the 
Austro-Russian army, now estimated at 100,000 men. 
At this critical period Scherer resigned to Moreau 
the command of his reduced and dispersed army, and 
a retreat having become absolutely necessary, the 
fortresses of Peschiera and Mantua were abandoned 
to their fate, and Generals Kray and Klanau block- 
aded them with 25,000 men. Suworow hastened to 
avail himself of the advantages he enjoyed over a 
retreating foe ; the town and citadel of Brescia, with 
a garrison of 1000 men, capitulated to the troops un- 
der his command; and an engagement, fought on the 
27th of April, determined the fate of the Cisalpine 
republic : on the following day the conquerors enter- 
ed the city of Milan, and about the same time Count 
de Bellegarde obtained an uninterrupted series of 
successes in the mountainous regions of the Eng^- 
dine ; while Hotze dislodged the French troops in the 
^Brisoh country from all their positions between Lu- 
ciensteig and Coire. In Switzerland, several partial 
insurrections against the French authorities took place; 
the canton of Uri was in arms ; the Yalais had risen 
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in mass ; and a great part of the Yaltelme was in pos- 
session of the imperialists. Peschiera also surren- 
dered after a short siege to Count St. Julien; and 
Moreau, yielding to superior numbers, was obliged to 
abandon his strong position between the Po and Te-* 
naroy after defeating General Yukassowich on^ the 
banks of the Bormida. The disasters of the French 
in Italy were productive of extraordinary changes in 
the southern part of that peninsula, and subjected 
those who bad taken part in the revolutions in Naples 
and Rome to the most terrible responsibility. 

In Calabria, Cardinal Rnffo^ having raised a number 
of new levies round the royal standard, and having 
overcome the detachments sent against him in several 
actions, determined on still greater exploits. On re- 
ceiving intelligence that the French had evacuated 
Naples, he collected the wreck of Greneral Mack's 
army, iand being joined i>y a body of English and 
Russians, marched against the capital, of part of whidi 
be made himself master on the feast of St. Anthony. 
The executive directory of Naples, the members of 
th^ legislature, md all those who had countenanced 
the Parthenopean republic, were obliged to take 
^shelter within the fortresses, which fell in succession 
into the hands of the royal forces; and, on the 13th 
of July, Fort St. Elmo, the last and strongest of these 
inilitary stations, was obliged to capitulate to the 
allies, assisted by a body of British seamen under 
Captain Troubridge. The satisfaction derived frond 
the retreat of the French army extended to every 
part of Italy. In Tuscany 40,000 of the inhabitants, 
on learning the disasters of Moreau and Macdonald, 
attacked the republicans on every side ; the garrison 
of Florence abandoned the capital ; and tbe ancient 
magistrates resumed their functions. A few days 
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after, a eolums of Austrians <>bltgeil Uie iniFadeira to 
abandon Lucoa ; and Leghorn was evacuated by capi^ 
tulation ; Rome» however, remained unconquered, ^iit 
the most vigorons measures were now taken to subdue 
that city ; and while a body of Tuscan troops/ aided 
by a detachment of Neapolitans, inva^ted the ancient 
capital of the world, Captain Troubridge, who had 
appeared off the month ot the Tiber, suiamoned Ge^ 
neral Greiier, the commander of the garrison, to 
aorrender. On t^ 20tb of Septembjer a convention 
was concluded, by which it wa^ agrefed to evacuate 
Rome, Civita Yecchia, and the posts adjacent, on 
condition tlxat the troops should be sent to France ; 
that the allies of the republic should be allowed to 
depart unDaolested ; and that no Roman pitizen should 
be called to account for his conduct. 
General Macdonald, having evacuated Naples and 

teached Florence,.collected the scattered Frendi forces 

« 

throughout Tuscany, and finding himself at the head 
of 38,000 troops, he determined immediately to act 
on the offensive. After forcing the allies to raise the 
siege of Fori Urbiuo, he dispatched Olivier against 
Modena, of which he obtained possession on the 12th 
of June» and drove the Austrians bejrond the Po ; 
while General Kray, alarmed at the pr6gress of the 
enemy, drew off his heavy artillery from before Maq^ 
taa, and posted himself in such a situation as to pre- 
vent that city from being relieved. Macdonald con- 
tinued to advance, and having arrived at Piaceoza, 
and formed a junction with Gei^ral Victor, he obliged 
General Ott to fall back on the castle of Giovanni. 
J^» soon as Suworow had obtained intelligence of the 
vieftorious career of the French genera], he proceeded 
to AlexaMlria, leaving Geiier«l Kaim t9 prosecute the 
«icge of Turin, and by forced marches arriyed nitk 
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his adiranced g'uard to th« support of Geneml Ott, wh# 
was in full l^treat. At a village, mile mlAe^ from Pia* 
cenza, a general engagement took place on the 17tb, 
which, hfiving been continued through the folloiving 
days, terminated in favoar of the allies. The van* 
quii^died army took advantage of the approach of night 
to retire^ in two columns to Piacenza, where four 
French generals, with several iield-ofiicers, and be- 
tween 4 and 5000 soldiers^ who had been wounded in 
the late murderous actiotis, were left behind, and fell 
into the hands 'of the enemy. 

Moreau, taking advantage of S^worow's absence, 
left G^enoa at the heHd ot* !W,000 men, and on the 20th 
bf June attacked and beat Field-marshal Bellegarde, 
who had bee^ left to superintend the blockade of Alex* 
andria. The Russian field-marshal immediately aban^ 
dened the pursuit of Ma^onald,and endeavoured by a 
rapid counter-march to overtake General Moreau, wh<v, 
after fighting another battle, retreated within the LtU 
gurian territory. Suworow, however, was consoled 
in this disappointment by the intelligence of the sur- 
render of Turin on the 22d of June, and with the 
capture of Bologna, which f^ll into the bafuds of the 
iiltfes eight days afterwardis. Macdotiald pursued his 
tnarch towards Luecli, where he entered the Grenoese 
teiritoty , and foiled a junctioA with^ Moreau. Thna 
4»;nded an expedition, in which the French lost not less 
than 1 2^000 meh. 

BesMtl<ite of a t6ve^g ^rnfiy, the Italian fertreeses 
Wete tfoW 'Obliged to yieM to the besiegers. The ear-* 
lender f)f Fort Urbin^, St. Leon, and Alexandria^ 
were foflowed by the capture of the admost impreg- 
na$>le fortress of Mantua on the^Sth af July. &vh 
woTow, having now conquered the greater part of 
Italy, began ^to menace the southern departments of 
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France; but Moreau still occupied his formidable 
position in the neighbourhpod of Genoa, and pre- 
vented the advance of the allies by threatening to fall 
upon iheir rear. The young men of the requisition 
were, at the same time, put in motion on the frontier, 
and Championnet was employed in assembling an 
army of 40,000 men in the vickiity of Grenoble. 
Supplies were also sent to the army of Italy, ^nd the 
chief command of that force was transferred from 
General Moreau to General Joobert, who received 
orders to attempt the immediate relief of Tortona. 
In pursuance of this order, the French general ad- 
vanced against the enemy at the head of 36,000 com- 
batants, and encamped, on the )5tb of August, upon 
the heights of Novi. The allies were superior in 
numbers ; Suworow and Melas were at the head of 
35,000 troops, of their respective nations; 15,000 
Piedmontese, who had formerly obliged the garrison 
of Cevi to surrender, now acted as light troops; 
while General Kray entered the camp . on that very 
day with 18,000 men, set at liberty by the fall of 
Mantua. 

Suworow, determined to anticipate the French^ 
whom he knew to be most formidable when they were 
the assailants, attacked their left wing. General 
Joubert, in advancing at the head of bis staff, was 
struck with a ball, which pierced his heart ; bnt the 
loss of their general diminished not the ardour of the 
soldiers : the allies were received every where with . 
intrepidity. *The two armies were engaged along the 
whole extent of their line, and though the slaughter 
was terrible, no impression was made on either side. 
Thrice did Suworow charge the centre of the enemy 
in person,, at the head of his gallant veterans, and 
Ihrioe was he repulsed by the French legions. Mo- 
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reau again took the commanUy but, in the mesm time. 
General Melas, with the left wing of the allies, 
reached the heights of Novi on the side of Pietalle, 
and marching along the banks of the Serivia, com- 
pletely succeeded in turning the right flank of the 
French army. This grand manoeuvre . decided the 
victory. The danger of being surrounded, compelled 
^he French general . to abandon the field of battle to 
the allies, who took four generals, and 4000 prisoners, 
with thirty-seven pieces of cannon, and fiftyrseven 
tumbrils. The rear-guard of the enemy sneered 
much* in the attempt to cover the retreat ; and night 
alone enabled them to rally their scattered forces, and 
once more to occupy their former.position near Genoiia. 
No sooner did the French cease to be formidable^ 
than the fatal effects of jealousy began to be visiblej 
both in the councils and in the camps of the two na- 
tions i and the suspicion and distrust of the armies 
had at length attained such an alarming height;, that 
it was deemed impolitic to confine their exertions to 
the same theatre : it was consequently' resolved, that 
Melas should continue the. war in Italy, while t^, 
Russians, under Suworow, should enter Switzerland! 
and after defeating Massena, penetrate the .territori^j^ 
of the French republic. The commencement of t^ 
campaign in Switzerland was peculiarly auspicious tor 
the French, but their successes were of sbprt dijir^<^ 
tion, for in April Schaffhausen and Peterhausenfejil 
into the hands of the Austrians, who, after a siic^es- 
9ion of engagements, established their head-c|uai^ters 
at Zurich on the 7th of June, and obliged Massena 
to retreat to Mount Albis. That general, however, 
having received fresh supplies of men and provisions, 
recommenced operations against .the<archdoke.; and 
a column of repdblici^ns, detached apross the Liituaiaty 
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penetrated into the 'Austrian camp on the 14tfa of 
Au^ost, and carried terror and dismay into that city, 
which they had been so lately forced to abandon. To 
relieve Massena, General MuUer establisAied his head- 
quarters at Manheim, and pushed his advanced guard 
as far as Heidelberg, while Barag^ay d^HiUiers im- 
posed a contribotion upon Francfort, passed the 
Haine^ and joined his countrymen in the territories 
of Darmstadt.. When the archduke learnt that a 
body of French troops, after entering Suabia, was 
levying contributions, and seizing on the rich harvests 
of Germany, he conferred the command of the Aus- 
trian army in Switzerland on General Hotze, and 
recrossed the Rhine in person. Massena, availing 
himself of tbi^ absence of the prince, and determined 
to obtain a goperiority in Switzerland before the 
arrival of JSuworow, approached Zuridi on the 24th 
of September, and ordered Lecourbe to turn the left 
wing of the allies. On the morning of the 25th the 
battle commenced, with equal gallantry on both sides ; 
General Hotze^ however, received a mortal wound 
eariy in the engagement ; and G^eneral Petrasch and 
Pfwce Koraskow were obliged to give way; on 
which the French troops tl^rried Zurich by assault, 
tnd a eonaiderable body of Russian troops posted in 
that city was obKged to surrender. The immediate 
femh of this battle Consisted hfi the immense slanghter 
^ the Austro-Russian army ; the capture of 5000 pri- 
smem, 100 pieces of cannon, and 15 standards, in 
addH&On to the principal part of the baggage of the 
RMriatts; and the immediate retreat of the allies, 
fifil to the banks of the Thur, and afterwards across 
tiie RMne. 

SuwotaWy having crossed the plains of Piedmont, 
diafiiated ti»e traofw of Ledourbe, and possessed him- 
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self of the heights of St Gothard^ wm now about to 
enter the canton of Uri* when he received an import 
feet account of the defeat of the altiea at Zurich ; and 
tim disastrous intelligence was speedily confirmed bf 
the approach of the retreating troops. Uaaeoustonied 
to see the Russian legions fly before their adv^mriest 
he iirtiitetted to Prince Koraskow, that he should 
answer with his head if he made another retro^mde 
step* That unfortunate jgeneral, bnming with dastra 
to vindicate bis character to so gallant a cbiefy immci- 
diately reassembled the wreck of bis troops; and 
having been joined by a body of AnstrianSt the corps 
of Cond^ and the Bavarian contingeirt, determined 
to attempt a diversian in favour of Us commando^ 
by reassuming his former position before Zuriqb, 
.during the absence of Massena ; but the latter proved 
his superiority by securing all the intermediate passM, 
so as to render a near approach not merely difficulty 
but even fatal. At lengthy amidst incessant toils and 
continiml combats, the Russians arrived^ on the bd 6{ 
October, in the valley oi Biotten, and took posseamm 
of the bridge after a most obstinate resistance^ The 
post of Brunnen was also csurried the next day ; but 
here ended the progress of the Russian hero. 8owo* 
row^ after penetrating into the canton of Sehweitz^ was 
so eonsdousof his critical situation, that he deter- 
mited, far the first time in his life, on a retreat, and' 
eflected it in a n^asterly mamier. ' The loss of the 
allies, in this series of engagements, was computed at 
26,000 men, and that of the French at 15,000, m 
killed, wounded, and prisoners. 

During the rejotcings ef the couift of &t. Peters- 
burgh at the news of the brilliant successes of Suwo- 
raw in Itsdy, the Emperor Paul, indignant that the 
Germanic states were not actitsited by a «eal, ardent 
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as that with which he was inspired, issued an official 
notification, addressed to all the members of the Oer« 
manic empire, calling upon them to unite their forces 
with his, and expressing* his determination, if pro- 
perly supported, never to sheath the sword till he had 
seen the downfal of the monster which threatened to 
crush all legal authorities. Scarcely had this d'ecla* 
ration reached those to whom it was addressed, when 
Suworow, alike discontented with his allies and his 
colleagues, and tired of incessant combats, where 
valour was ' unavailing, and even victory was unat- 
tended with its usual advantages, collected the wreck 
of his army at Coire, ordered the remains of Koras- 
kow^s troops, and the corps of Conde, to form a junc- 
tion with him at that place, and, after some delay, 
proceeded to Bohemia, where he spent the winter. 
Of 100,000 men, who had either left Russia with him 
eight months before, or joined his army within that 
period, scarcely 50,000 reached the banks of the 
'iLicfa^ Thus the co<>operation of Russia terminated, 
and Suworow, overwhelmed with grief and disap- 
pointment, retired to his native country, where he 
did not long survive the frowns of fortune. He was 
coldly^ received by the emperor, and died on the 1 8th 
of May, 1800, aged 71. 

The French had become once more masters of 
Switzerland, had retaken St. Gothard, and begun to 
menace the country of the Orisons. General MuHer 
again penetrated into Germany, seized on Francfort, 
Manheim, and Heidelberg, and threatened :to lay all 
that portion of the empire under contribution. 

No sooner had the Austrian army, under Melas, 
advanced into the neighbourhood of Coni, and pre- 
pared to lay siege to that fortress, than General 
Gbampionnet, collecting his whole force, marched to 
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Savigliano to give him battle, but on the .4th of 
^November, a furious attack, directed against the co- 
lumn of General Grenier by General Oitp forced the 
republicans to retreat towards Genola, and the ap* 
proach of night again saved the, French army from 
ruin. The siege of Coni was now prosecuted with 
\^igour, and on the 2d of January, 1800, the French ' 
commander agreed to capitulate, when 2500 republi- 
cans became prisoners of war. The success of the 
allied ai^ms in Italy served to compensate the sove- 
reigns of Europe for the losses they had this year 
sustained in other quarters; but on the whole, the 
campaign was less auspicious in its conclusion than at 
its comoiencement ; and the defection of the Emperor 
of Russia damped the future expectations of the court 
of Vienna. 

The English government, sensible of the import- 
ance of Holland, as a foe or a confederate, and aware 
that the exactions made upon the Dutch people by 
France had become a source of disaffection, deter- 
mined on fitting out a formidable expedition, for the 
purpose of depriving the enemy of the resources drawn 
from the Batavian republic, and of restoring the 
Prince of Orange to the rank of stadtholder, and 
captain-general of the forces. After a long course 
of preparation, a descent was made, on the 27th of 
August, 1799, to the south-west of the Helder point, 
on the coast of North Holland.. A body of 7000 
men, French and Dutch, encountered the English, 
under Sir Ralph Abercrombie, who with difficulty 
gained the advantage. Above 1000 of the ienemy 
were killed or wounded, and of the British about 450. 
It was the intention of Sir Ralph to attack the Hel- 
der fort the next morning ; but it was evacuated in 
the night, and he found in it a considerable train of 
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A naval magazine ^as also abandoned; 
and thirteen ships of war, besides three Indiamen^ 
were taken without resistance^ yioe*adniiral Mitchell 
then made judicious arrangements for entering the 
harbour of the Texel ; and the approach of the ves- 
sels which he selected for that service astonished the 
Hollanders. Having summoned the commander of 
the Dutch fleet to hoist the flag of the Prince of 
Oronge> and accept the friendship of Great Britain* 
he received an answer from &ear«admiral Stocy, pro* 
mising to deliver up his squadron^ as the men refused 
to fight* The ships were twelve ip number, and 
eight of them mounted from fifty-four to seventy-four 
guns* 

For several days the invading army had no other 
shelter than could be obtained by digging trenches in 
the sand; but they found better quarters in their 
progress. While they waited for the arrival of rein- 
forcemeiits, about 1 2,000 French and Dutch attacked 
them* with vigour on the lO^h of September ; but k> 
atrong was the post of the Zuyp, and so firmly did 
the English defend it, that about 800 of the assailants 
were killed or wounded, while only 200 suffered on 
the part of their opponents. The guards distinguish- 
ed themselves in this engagement, and made great 
impression on a column of French, The Duke of 
York now landed with three brigades, and a Bussian 
army also disembarked. As the allied army aiiMunt- 
ed to 35,000 men, the duke and General d'Hermann 
ventured upon a speedy action. The Russians, by 
an impetuous onset, September the IMh, made gre^ 
havoc, and pushed forward to Bergen i Abercrombie*s 
column penetrated to Hoora ; and the two other co- 
lumns were successful in their attacks; but the nidi 
confidence of the Russians exposed them to such 
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danger, thftt the retreat of the whole force soon be- 
came necessary. About 3000 of the enemy are said 
to have been made prisoners, and 2000 were killed or 
wounded; of the Biitish soldiers above 1000 were 
killed, wounded, or captured ; and of the Russiatisr 
about 2000. 

When the weather permitted, the ^rmy moved 
forward, in four columns, to the battle of Egpmont, 
on the 2d of October. The English and Russians 
were commanded by Generals Abercrombie,d* Essen, 
Ihindas, and iSslteney. The hostile force consisted 
of 25,000 men, of which number about three-fifths 
were French, who were under the orders of General 
Brune, while Daendels had th^'^^'^oittlnand of the 
Dutch. The main body of the first column did not 
meet with great resistance in the early part of the 
day; but when Sir Ralph approached Egmont, he 
was warmly opposed by a strong corps of French in- 
fantry, who were supported by a considerable body 
of cavalry, and a train of artillery upon the beach. 
A petrt of the same column, under Colonel Macdo* 
nald, had driven the enemy from Campe and the 
neighbouring sand hills ; and some brigades of the 
second and third drrisions forced Schorel and other 
posts. The vicinity of Bergen was a scene of brisfc 
conflict. The brigades of Major-general Coote and 
the Earl of Chatham charged the enemy in ftank and 
rear, and produced a confused retreat ; but they could 
not 'prevent their adversaries from re-occupying the 
village in force, though they defended with effect 
some heights which they had seized. Colonel Mac- 
donald being closely engaged with a resolute body, 
Iiteuten«mt-general Dundas sent a corps to assist that 
officer, and thus enabled him to proceed to the aid 
of Sir Ralph, who had been contending for some 
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hours with a very superior force. At length the 
cavalry were haffled in an attack upon the British 
artillery, and being charged with spirit by Lord Pa- 
get, were driven towards Egmont witjh considerable 
loss. The evening put an end to the engagement, 
and the troops rested upon their arms. At day- 
break, the retreat of the enemy gave the English and 
Russians an opportunity of taking several posts ; but 
though they pushed forward for that purpose, they 
were precluded by fatigue from effectually harassing 
the republican troops. The killed and wounded of 
, the British amounted to about 1550; of the Russians 
about 600 suffered or were captured, and of the French 
and Dutch t}^^Iosis exceeded 3000. The English 
officers seem to have been marked out, as an unusual 
proportion received wounds. 

The enemy having taken a very strong position,, 
and being in expectation of a reinforcement, the- 
Duke of York resolved upon another attack before 
the erection of new works, and when be had no 
knowledge of the arrival of fresh troops to oppose 
him. The Russians had a greater share in this action 
of the 6th of October, than in the preceding ; and 
they were so vigorously resisted, that Sir Ralph 
Abercrombie was obliged to advance with a strong 
body to their relief. The whole hostile force then 
put itself in motion, and the action, which becanoie 
general along the lipe, from Limmen to the sea, ter- 
minated to the honour of the invaders, as they were 
left masters of the field, but the loss on both sides 
was very severe, and the enemy, who soon after re- 
ceived a reinforcement of 6000 troops, maintained 
their position between Beverwyck and Wyck-op- 
Zee. 

The allied army now found itself plaeed in a sjtu- 
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aiion so critical a9 .to require tbe groatert miKtory 
Ulmt»r uBited with the moH maturp ^s^perience^ to 
direct it9 future operatiqni?. Directly opposite lay 
the enemy, in a f^^sitjou almost, impregnable, and 
rendered confid^ot by the aQcetision of strength just 
received. A naked, barren, and exbaiUSt^d country, 
scarc0ly affording shelter for the wounded, extended 
all around. The right wing of the allied army was 
indeed pK)tected by the pcean ; but a considerable 
body of tropps, occupying an aluiost inaccessible ppr 
sitioii, threatened the left. Tbo weather, too, since 
tb^ evening of the 6th of October, had m in with 
increased inc|(^niency; and it was with extreme diffir 
culty that the urgent nece/9sitjes ctf the tropps could 
be supplied. To these complicated evils the whole 
army lay e^po«ed on the unsheltered sand-hilb of 
Hoxth Holland, while the stadtholderian party re* 
mained inactive, and apparently indifferent to the 
success pf the comnion cause. Under these circum- 
fltancf^, the Diuke of York, in the evening of the 7th, 
^e.niglM^ being extremely dark, and the^ain descend- 
ing m torrents, issued an unei^pected order fpr th^ 
troops to assemble, aod at ten o'clock the whole ^rmy 
was in full retreat towards Pellen and Alkmaar. J^ 
^ey cpiild not, however, be ^iphavked in the {a4:e of 
^ superior army without considerablp loss, the Diike 
oi Yodk and Admiral Mitchell entered ipto a negp- 
ciation with general Brune, and on the 17th of Qc-- 
tober an avmistice was agreed upon, in which.it was 
atipulilted, that the combined English and IBflwiaP 
wmff ahould evacuate the territori^ of the BataviAn 
irei^ic by tihe ;M)th of November; that j^e Dutch 
;id»iral, De Winter, should he .considered as ex*- 
changed ; that jtbe mounted batteries at /he Heid^r 
abould he restored in their present i^a^; th«t^80(M> 
vol-. III. 2 1. 
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prisoners of war, French and Batavians, taken before 
thet present campaign, and now detained in England, 
should be restored without conditions to their respec- 
tive countries ; and that Major-general Knox should 
remain with the French to guaranty the execution of 
this convention. 

These terms were doubtless humiliating, but the 
proposition of restoring the Batavian fleet surren- 
dered by Admiral Story, and which was at first 
advanced by General Brune, was received with just 
indignation ; and the duke threatened, in case of 
perseverance in this point, to cut the sea-dykes, and 
inundate the whole country. Thus ended thcf expe 
dition against Holland, whei\ce so many advantages 
had been anticipated : but though the military and 
political objects of it failed, a hostile fleet, the last 
remnant of the maritime power of a nation which 
once rivalled Britain on the ocean, was drawn from 
a position where it was capable of exciting alarm, 
and added to the already gigantic force of the British 
navy. Nearly 4000 Dutch deserters were brought to 
England with the British troops, who were embarked 
without delay ; and the Russians were landed and 
quartered in Guernsey and Jersey, 

In the West Indies, this year, the flourishing settle- 
ment of Surinam was wrested from the hands of the 
Dutch. A body of troops, collected in the islands of 
Grenada, St. Lucie, and Martinico, by Lieutenant- 
general Trigge, were embarked on board a small 
squadron, consisting of two line of battle ships and 
•five frigates, under the command of Yice-admiral 
Lord Hugh Seymour. On their arrival ofl^ the mouth 
of the river Surinam, Governor Frederici capitulated, 
on the 20tl) of August, without firing a gun. The 
British navy, during the whole of this year, did not 
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lose a single vessel of war; while twenty frigates, 
corvettes, and luggers, belonging to France, and ten 
to. Spain, were either taken or run on shore. The 
Dutch navy may be said to have been annihilated. 
In addition to* the ships of war seized by Admiral 
Mitchell in the Nieuve Diep, and the Texel, the 
Batavian republic lost a forty gun-ship, the Hortog 
Van Brunswick, in the Straits of Snnda; and as the 
sailors were obviously disaffected to the new govern- 
ment, all further exertions by sea, on the part of that 
power, were interdicted. ^ - 

The French directory, which had long been in the 
enjoyment of supreme power, was rapidly verging 
towards its dissolution, when Buonaparte arrived from 
Egypt, and was received in Paris with eviery possible 
demonstration of public favour. The Abbe Sieyes, 
constantly intriguing, was secretly gratified with the 
popularity enjoyed by Buonaparte, and after, dis- 
closing to him certain projects which he entertained, 
solicited his powerful aid, for the purpose of carrying 
them into execution. At five o'clock in the morning 
of the 18th Brumaire, (November 0,) by a manoeuvre 
of the conspirators, in the council of ancients, it was 
proposed, without communicating with the Directory, 
that the assembly should adjourn to St. Cloud ; that 
General Buonaparte should be charged to put the 
decree in execution ; and that for that purpose he 
should be appointed commander of all the .forces ; 
which being passed by a great majority, the sitting 
was then dissolved. Buonaparte instantly issued two 
proclamations, announcing his appointment to the 
command of the city guard, and of the army, and 
inviting them to support their general in his endea« 
vours to restore to the public the blessing. pf liberty, 
victory, and peace. He then marched 10,000 troops 
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to the Thuill^iesi and gaarded trmrj arenue te thai 
phce 80 effiectoaUy, that no oAe was permitted to pass; 
Three of the directors^ and all the citizens of Farisy 
were, for thcf firet time, acquainted with the proceed- 
ings that had taken place by the proclamations with 
which the walls of the capital soon became placarded* 
The director, fiarras, who had refused to give in faia 
resignation, was exiled to his country seat under a 
guard of cavalry, ^hile Ooheir and Moulins remained 
almost passive spectators of the events which deprived 
them of power, and imposed a new form of govern- 
ment upon their country. In the mean time, the 
council of Five Hundred had assembled^ filled with 
astonishment and distrust, and althoogh Luoien Bao^ 
naparte, brother to the general, was at thiar time its 
president, an uproar arose on the entrance of the 
latter, in which even hia life was endangered^ aotii 
General Lefebvre at length rushed into the hall with 
a body of armed grenadiers^ and rescued their chief 
from the dangers with Whith he was environed. The 
Bnrembers instantly decreed that the council of an^^ 
eients had no power to inve)»t Buonaparte ititb the 
cominand, as that authority could be eonferred by the 
Directory alone, niad an ontlawry was proposed ) but 
the president i^efused to pronounce the de<»%e against 
his^ lArother, and quitted the ehair.. ImmcdiateLy pis- 
tots and poniardd w^re presented to his breast^ to 
compel hifh to resume his oflScev but he reoMiaed 
inflestible until the military arrived to his proteMionk 
The chamber was soon cleared of the members of the 
cotincil, and cries of << Long live the republic T' 
<* Long live Buonaparte!'' sent forth by4he military^ 
shodk the lofly domes of Bt. Oloadv The first inai*- 
perfeet intelligence of these events had fiHed the me« 
tropdliii with apprehension^ bt^ no eoener were the 
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oircMaBbmeeB atteoding thiB milititry ii8ar|^iitaoA mude 
known ^ tlian the Parisians appeared overjoyed at the 
final subrersian of the jacobin power^ and cherished 
the hope of a new and better |^ov^nHient« 

The existing constitution beii^ dissdlved, a proVi^ 
sional government was appointed » consisting of tlnree 
eonsolSy Sieyesi Daces, and Buonaparte^ who were 
invested with the full powers of the Directorjr, and, 
on the fellowing day, entered upon the public func^ 
tions at the palace of the Luxembourg. The legis- 
lative commissioners at the same time commenced 
their sittings; In forming the new admi»ietration» 
liueien Buonaparte was constituted minister of the 
interior, mid M. Talleyrand reinstated in Ins office of 
minister for foreign affiiirs^ A dew constitution was 
shortly after submitted to the French nation, and 
almost unanimously approved. It oonsisted of an 
executive corapoaed of three consuls, one bearing th^ 
title of chief, and in fact possessing all the authority )~ 
a conservative senate, composed of eighty miemberii 
appointed for life, and noteinated by the ccmisuIs; and 
a l^isliative body of 300 aaembers,* with a tribunate 
of 100k Buonaparte was nominated first or chidf 
consul for a term of ten years. 

The new sovereign of France, as he bad now ift 
efibet beomne, finding himself quietly placed in pos-* 
session of supreme power, and of the palace of the 
Bourbons^ addressed a letter to the King. of Grrea4 
Britain, cm Christmas day^ for the putpMeof eiltdring 
im a negocitttkm for peaee« '< Called by the wishes 
of the Freneh nation,*' eaid hei *^ to occupy the. firi4 
magistracy of the republic, I thiok it proper^ on 
entering into offiot, to amke a direct commuinieattoil 
of it it your Majesty. The war which has for eigbt 
years ravaged the four quarters of die world, must it 
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be et€rnal ? Are there no means of coming to an 
understanding ? How can the two most enlightened 
nations of Europe, powerful and strong beyond what 
their safety and independence require, sacrifice to 
ideas of vain grandeur, commerce, prosperity, and 
peace ? How is it that they do not feel that peace 
is of the first importance, as well . as the highest 
glory ? These sentiments cannot be foreign to the 
heart of your Majesty, who reigns over a free nation 
with the sole view of rendering it happy. Your Ma- 
jesty will see in this overture my sincere wish to 
contribute efficaciously, for the second time, to a ge- 
neral pacification, by a step speedy, entirely of con- 
fidence, and disengaged from those forms which, 
perhaps necessary to disguise the independence of 
weak states, prove, in those that are strong, only the 
desire of deceiving each other. France and Eng- 
land, by the abuse of their strength, may still for a 
long time, for the misfortune of all nations, retard 
* the period of their being exhausted ; but I will ven- 
ture to say it, the fate of all civilized nations is 
attached to the termination of a war which involves 
the whole world." 

The British government took some time to consi* 
der what would be the proper answer to give to an 
application, at once so unexpected and so unprece- 
dented, both in form and substance ; and at length, 
on the 4th of January,^ 1800, a letter was sent by 
Lord Grenville to Talleyrand, containing an official 
note, in which it was observed, that the King had 
given frequent proofs of his sincere desire for the 
re-establishment of secure and permanent tranquil- 
lity in Europe.' He never was, nor had been, engaged 
in any contest for a vain and false glory. . He had no 
other view than that of Qiaintaining, against all trans- 
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gression, the rights and happiDeiss of his subjects; 
For tttese he had contended against an unprovoked 
attack, and, for the same objects, he was still obliged 
to contend; nor could he hope that this necessity 
woold be removed by entering, at the present mo- 
ment, into negociation with those whom a fresh revo* 
Intion had so recently placed in the exercise of power 
in France ; since no real advantage could arise from 
such negociation to the great and desirable object of 
general peace, until it should distinctly appear, that 
those causes had ceased to operate which originally 
produced the war, and by which it had since been 
protracted, and, in more than one instance, renewed. 
The same system, to the prevalence of which France 
justly ascribed alt her present miseries, was that which 
had also involved the rest of Europe in a long and 
destructive warfare, of a nature long since unknown 
to the practice of civilized nations. For the exten* 
sion of this system, and for the extermination of all 
established governments, the resources of France had; 
from year to year, and in the midst of the most unpa- 
ralleled distress, been lavished and exhausted. To 
that indiscriminate spirit of destruction, the Nether- 
lands, the United Provinces, the Swiss Cantons, (his 
Majesty's ancient friends and allies,) had successively 
been isacrificed. Germany had been ravaged ; Italy, 
though then rescued from its invaders, had been made 
the scene t>f unbounded rapine and anarchy. His 
Majesty had himself been compelled to maintain an 
arduous and burdensome contest for the independence 
and existence of his kingdom. Nor had these cala- 
mities been confined to Europe alone ; they had been 
extended to the most distant quarters of the world, 
and to countries so remote, both in situation and inte* 
rest, from the present contest, that the very existence 



^ fVieb a iTrar ww perb^s aokaawn t9 thofie wkg 
fpmiil th^rDf»^lve9 tMiiJd^nly involved in aU ite borrors» 
Wbil^ ^w$b a aysl^m «0DJbtiiu«d to prevtiU, exp^neoce 
kfl4 9b9Yfn I4i9t no d^ibnce, but that of fipen and 
steiidy b^ijity, could lie AFailiog. Greatly, indeed, 
wiwld bi« Ms^ty rejoice, whenever k should appear 
t^tit th^ dangers to which his own dominions, and 
those of his allies, had been so long exposed, had 
really ceased j whenever he should be satisfied, that 
the necessity of f e^istance was at an end ; that after 
this f^lLp^riepep of so many years o£ orimes and nuse* 
ries, b^ter principles had ultimately preyailed in 
Fmoce ; and that all the gigantic prefects of ambi- 
tioxi^ l^nd all the restless schemes of destructiooy which 
had endangered the very exis|;ence of oivil sooiety, 
bad, at length been S^oally relinquished ; but the con.- 
yiation of saqh a i^hange could result only from «Kpe- 
rienc$, and from the ^yidence of facts. The best and 
ivkost natural pledge of its reality and permanence 
furould he the restoration of that line of princes which, 
for »o many xi^emtuiieif, maintained the Frenish nation 
in prosperity at hMoe, and in .consideration and re- 
speiet a^broad; swh an event would at once have 
f coodoved, and would, at s^ny tiaie, vemave all obstacles 
in the way of iie^oiatien for peace. His Majiesty 
mi^ iv>.^l»im to ptrescribe to France what should be 
tJbe Ibrm of her goi^eroment, or in whose hand^ she 
sbould y^st ;tbe authority necessary for cond noting the 
affairs /of a great and :pow<er&l nation : he looked only 
to tin^ security of bis own domiMons, and those of hia 
allies, aod to the gf nej>al si^y of Europe. WheBr 
i)9rer be should judge l^fit soch securjty eoidd, in angr 
p^aiMMBr, be obt^^ued, he >w.oiild eagerly embrace the 
opportunity to coacert with his allies ifcbe meana of 
immediate and general paci&eation. 
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In the reply to this answer of the British cabinet, 
dated the 14th of January, Buonaparte renewed. the 
assertion, that France was not the agg^ressor in the 
war ; that, so far from having provoked it/ she had, 
from the commencement of her revolution, s6lemnly 
proclaimed her love of peace, her disinclination to 
conquests, and her respect for the independence of 
all governments ; and it was not to be doubted that, 
occupied entirely at that time with her own internal 
affairs, she would have avoided taking part in those 
of Europe, and would have remained faithful to her 
declarations. But, from an opposite disposition, as. 
soon as the French revolution had broken out, almost 
all Europe had entered into a league for its destruc- 
tion. Assailed on all sides, the republic could not but 
extend universally the efforts of her defence ; and it 
was only for the maintenance of her own independ* 
ence.that she had made use of those means which she 
possessed, in her own strength, and the courage of her 
citizens. 

• In the answer which Lord Grenville forwarded on 
the 20th of January, the' King expressed his concern 
in observing, that the unprovoked aggressions of 
France, the sole cause and origin of the war, were 
systematically defended by her present ruler, under 
the same injurious pretences by which they were 
originally attempted to be disguised. His Majesty 
refused to enter into the refutation of allegations then 
universally exploded, and, in so far as they respected 
his conduct, not only in themselves utterly groundless^ 
but contradicted, both by the internal evidence of the 
transactions to which they related, and also "by the 
express testimony (given at the time) of the govern- 
ment of France itself. The French minister was 
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referred to the firot note of the British goverpmeiit 
for hifi Majesty's opinion of the present overtures. 

Parliament had assembled at the early period of the 
24th of September, 1790, and having passed a bill 
for engrafting a large proportion of the militia into 
the regular army» adjourned to the 21st of Jtfnuary 
following. After the adjournment, the first subject 
of importance that engaged the attention of Parlia* 
ment, was the correspondence which 4iad recently 
taken place between the British and French goyem* 
ments. Ministers inquired what possible advantage 
could result from a negociation with France at this 
moment, and asked whether the consular government 
presented a greater certainty of a favourable termi- 
nation of a treaty, than any of the revolutionary go- 
vernments which had preceded it : the minority, on 
the other hand, animadverted on the precipitation of 
ministers, in closing the door at once to all hopes of 
pacification. The-rejection of the overtures made by 
the first coilsul was, however, approved by decided 
majorities in both Houses; and it was accordingly 
determined to carry on the war on a large and 
extensive scale. To enable the allies to bring the 
greatest possible number of tr6ops into the field, 
negoclations were immediately entered into with the 
emperor, the Duke of Wirtem|)erg, and the Elector 
of Bavaria : the army of Conde, and the Swiss regi- 
ment of Rovera, were also taken into the pay of 
England; and it was proposed, and agreed to by 
Parliament, to enable the treasury to advance the 
sum of 500,000/. until the subsidiary treaties had 
been signed and adjusted. " . ^ 

On the 28th of February, Mr. Tierney moved 
** that it is the opinion of this House^ that it is unjust 
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and unnecessary to continue the war for the purpose 
of restoring .monarchy in France." ' Ministers indig- 
nantly repelled the insinuation, conveyed in these 
terms, and denied that the restoration of monarchy 
was the object of the war ; they opposed, however, 
Mr. Tierney's motion, which was negatived by a 
very large majority, as were two other motions of 
similar tendency in the course of the session.^ The 
late expedition to" Holland became another subject 
of inquiry ; and on the 10th of February^ Mr. Sheri- 
dan prefaced a motion for examining into the causes 
of its failure by a very copious speech, in which he 
acquitted the commander-in-chief, the officers, and 
the army, who had been sent to the Holder, of all 
blame; and attributed their misfortunes solely to th^ 
impolicy and rashness of ministers. Mr. Dundas in- 
sisted on the advantages which had accrued to Bri- 
tain from the Dutch expedition, particularly the 
capture of the Dutch fleet, and the diversion of the 
French arms from the Upper Rhine to Holland: he 
objected to the motion, however, on more general 
grounds, as it coifsigned to Parliament the task of 
publicly critidsing military operations, which was not 
their dnty or department. Such investigations, he 
Contended, could produce no good, and would only 
clog and harass the measures of government. Mr. 
Sheridan's motion was negatived by 216 against 45 % 
and a sittiilar motion, introduced by Lord Holland, 
in the Upper House, was also negatived by a large 
majority. 

The military and naval forces appointed for the 
service of the year 1800, ^ere nearly the same as itt 
179d. Mr. Pitt, in detailing the means for raising; 
this supply, estimated the income tax at d^SOOyOOO/*. 
^elusive of 1,700,000/. appropriated ta the pagfmmtr 
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of interlast for 32,500,000l« but he expressed the 
strongest expectation that it would turn out to a better 
account. He had negociated a loan of ISydOOyOOO/. 
the consolidated fund he reckoned at about 4,000,000/. 
exchequer bills 3,000,000/. and an advance of 
3,000,000/. bearing no interest for six years, from the 
Bank, as a premium for the renewal of the charter 
for twenty -one years, with the incidental sources of 
revenue, made . up the required sum of 39,500,000/. 
These financial proposals, which underwent a variety 
of strictures from the vigilant observation of Mr. 
Tierney, were, ultimately carried. 

Mr. Pitt having moved, on the 17th of February, 
for an advance of 500,000/. to the Emperor of Grer- 
many, it was opposed with great energy by Mr. 
Tierney, who conjured the House to recollect that 
the war had now continued seven years, at the ex- 
pense of 200^000,000/. on the pretext of its being just 
and necessary. Just it could not be, if the object of 
it were to force upon the French nation the restora- 
tion of the Bourbons ; nor necessary, because we had 
refused to negociate when the opp6rtunity was pre- 
sented to lis. If this sum were granted, much larger 
demands would follow ; and thus we were to lavish 
our blood and treasure in a cause for which no satis- 
factory or intelligible reason could be assigned, ^and 
he defied the ministers to name oneu Mr. Pitt de- 
clared that he found no difficulty in stating the object 
of the war in a single t»entence, nay, even in a single 
word — security. It was also more than this : it was 
security against a danger the greatest that had ever 
threatened the world : a danger which never existed 
before in any period of society ; which had been felt 
and resisted "by all the nations of Europe, but by 
none so successfully and uniformly as our own. Our 
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resistance had f\ot been confined to exiernal force, it 
had joined internal policy and wise legislative mea- 
sures, to oppose jacobinism in the bosom (he was 
sorry to have found it there) of our own country. 
How was it discovered that jacobinism had disappear- 
ed in France ? It was now centred ip one man^ 
nursed in its school, who had gained celebrity under 
its auspices, and was at once the child and the cham- 
pion of its atrocities. Granting that 200,000,000/. 
had been expended for the words ''just and neces- 
sary,'' they had been expended, he said, for the best 
of causes, to protect the dearest rights, to defend the 
most valuable privileges, the laws, the liberties, the 
happiness of our country ; and, for such objects, as 
much more would we spend, and .as much more could 
we find. 

. On the annual motion for the renewal of the Ha« 
beas Corpus suspension act, that opposition ensued in 
both Houses which might be expected to the con- 
tinuance of an infringement of constitutional liberty, 
the necessity of which was ' yearly becoming Jess 
apparent: the argument, however, that it was not 
prudent to lay aside safeguards, and perhaps the habit 
for some years past of acquiescing in the call of mi- 
nisters for the suspension, caused, the motion to pass 
by majorities as decisive as before. A bill for con- 
tinuing the act for the better securing and punishing 
such persons as should attempt to seduce his Majesty's 
subjects from their allegiance, was also passed about 
the same time. 

On the 15th of January, 1800, the Irish Parliament 
met at Dublin ; and, on the 5th of February, a mes- 
sage from the Lord-Lieutenant intimated the King's 
desire that the resolutions passed by the Parliament 
of Great Britain should be submitted to the attentive 
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eonsideraticm of the Irish legislfttiire ; and expressed 
his hope that the great object to which they related 
might be matured and completed by the wisdom of 
the two Parliaments, and the loyal concurrence of the 
people. On this occasion, the secretary of state, Lord 
Castlereagh, to whose management the business was 
intrusted, entered into a comprehensive view of the 
measure proposed, recommending ii by arguments 
analogous to those of Mr. Pitt, and other advocates 
of the union^in the British Parliament. On moving 
the first resolution, after a vehement debate, the num*^ 
bers were, in favour of the measure 158, against it 
115. The tumults of the populace of Dublin were 
upon this occasion very alarming; and a military 
guard was found necessary to preserve the advocates 
of the union from personal violence. In the House^ 
of Peers, the Earl of Clare, Kate Lord Fitzgibbon, 
Chancellor of Ireland, on moving the first resolution, 
declared himself satisfied, from an attentive observa- 
tion of what had passed in Ireland for the last twenty 
years, that the existence of her independent Parlia- 
ment had gradually led to her recent and bitter 
calamities; and avowed that he had, for the j>reced- 
ing seven years, pressed upon ministers the urgent 
necessity ol union. Lords Prllon,'Powerscourt, Fam- 
ham, and Bellamont declared their disappVobation of 
the measure ; which was defended by the law lords, 
Carleton and K.ilwarden, and various c^er peers; 
after which the question upon the first resolution was 
put, and carried by 75 against 26 voic^is. The suc- 
ceeding resolutions were in the course of a few wedcs 
passed through this House with the same or greater 
facility. In the course of these debates three difierent 
protests, drawn with vigour and ability, were entered 
upon the journals, signed Jby 1^ Duke of L&ioster,: 
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the Marquis of Downshira, the Lords Pery and Moira^ 
the Bishop of Down, and about twenty other peers^ 
expressive of their highest indignation at these pro- 
ceedings. On the 17th of February, the House of 
Commons being in a general committee, Mr. Corry, 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, made an able speech 
in vindication of the measure, blendeif, however, 
agreeably to the too frequent custom of the Irish Par* 
hament, with virulent party and personal reflections. 
The reply of Mr. Grattan, who had opposed the 
measure throughout with all the powers of eloquencCf 
was so pointed and severe, that the chancellor thought 
proper to resent it by a challenge, and a duel jensued^ 
in which five shots were exchanged ; and Mr. Corry 
was wounded, though not dangerously. On the 27th 
of March, the whole bul^iness being completed. Lord 
Castlereagh moved an address to his Majesty from 
the Commons, declaring their approbation of thd 
resolutions transmitted to them, which they consi* 
dered as wisely calculated to form the basis of a 
complete and entire union of the two legislatures ; 
that by those propositions' they had been guided in 
their proceedings ; and that the resolutions now 
offered were those articles, which, if approved by the 
Lords and Commons of Great Britain, they wer^ 
ready to confirm and ratify, in order that the same 
might be established for ever by the mutual consent 
of both Parliaments. This address being agreed to 
by the two Houses, was inmiediately transmitted to 
Engkmd by Lord Cornwallis. 

On the 2d of April, the joint address of .the Irish 
legislature was the subject of a message from his 
Majesty to both Houses of the British Parliament. 
The measure was opposed, in the House of Peers, by 
Lord Holland ; but, on a division, only the fiarl of 
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Derby, and the Lords Holland, and Kiiig^, voted 
against the motion, whilst 82 supported it. In the 
Commons, Mr. Pitt discnssed the particular manner 
of parrying the measure into effect. As to the pro* 
prietyof allowing 100 Irish members to sit in the 
imperial Parliament, though the particular number 
might not be of the first importance, he thought it 
sufficiently suited to the proportional contribution of 
the two countries to the public exigencies of the 
empire, and the selection was rather calculated to 
favour the popular interest. The members for coun- 
ties and principal cities would be sixty-eight, the rest 
would be deputed by towns the most considerable in 
population arid wealth, thus providing at once for the 
security of the landed interest, and for the conve- 
nience of local information 7 and as the proposed 
addition would not make any change in the internal 
form of British representation, it would entail none 
of those dangers which might attend innovation* It 
would not expose us to the dangers of political expe- 
riments, under the specious name of reform; experi- 
ments which, whatever his opinion respecting reform 
might once have been, he was now convinced would 
be hazardous in the present circumstances. As it 
might be wished that very few of the members thus 
sent from Ireland should hold places under the crown, 
be proposed that fhe number entitled to be placemen 
should be limited to twenty, and that the imperial 
Parliament should afterwards regelate this point, as 
circumstances might suggest. The number of peers 
who should represent the whole body of the Irish 
nobility was fixed at thirty-two. Pour would suffice 
to inform the Parliament of the state of the church ; 
and the rest would form a fair proportion, considered 
with reference to the case of Scotland, and the nam- 
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ber of the Irish commoners. The election of the 
^temporal peeirs for life, he recommended as more 
conformabjie to the spirit of nobility, than that which 
ivas settled at the Scotch union. The right reserved 
for Irish peers ta sit in the House of Commons, as 
representatives for Great Britain, would render them 
fitter to serve their country when called to a higher 
assembly. The permission of creating new peers fof 
Ireland he also justified ; for though in Scotland the 
peerage might long maintain itself without any ac-- 
cession, from the great extent of inheritance allowed 
•by the patents, there was a risk of the Irish peerage 
fast diminidiing, on account of the very limited 
nature of the successions. In the article respeoting 
the church, he noticed the clause introduced by the 
Parliament of Ireland, providing for the presence of 
the clei^y of that country at convocations which 
might be held in this island, and the propriety of 
leaving to the imperial legislature the discussion of 
the claims of the Catholics to. future iemancipation. 
The' next article, he observed, would grant a general 
freedom of trade, with only such exceptions as might 
secure vested capital, and prevent a great shock to 
any particular manufacture, or to popular fears and 
prejudices. It was stipulated, that almost all prohi- 
bitions should be repealed, and that only protecting 
duties to a small amount should be imposied on some 
few articles. If the British manufacturers should 
sustain partial loss in consequence of any of the new 
regulations, their 'liberality would induce them to 
consider it as compensated by general advantage. 

Mr. Grey strenuously opposed the plan of the 
union. His principal objections were founded on its 
unpopularity among the Irish people ; on the means 
of corruption and intimidation which had been used 
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to accomplish the measure ; and the great dissimtta- 
rity between the case of Ireland and that of Scotland, 
with re^#ct to incorporating* with England ; ao 
argument which he chiefly directed against those 
supporters of the measure who had ascribed the pro- 
gress of Scottish prosperity to the dissolution of her 
native Parliament. {lis motion, however, fop limit- 
ing the number of Irish placemen, who should sit ia 
the united Parliament, to nineteen, instead of twenty, 
was negatived without a division. Early in May, 
the remaining articles having been severally investi-* 
gated, and approved by decisive majorities^ Mr. Pitt 
moved that an humble address be presented to his 
Majesty, acquainting him that the House had pro- 
ceeded through the great and important measiYre of a 
legislative union, which they had the satisfaetion to 
see was nearly in strict conformity with the principle 
laid down in his Majesty's message. This was car- 
med without a division ; and the address and resola^ 
tions being forthwith transmitted to the House of 
Beer^, . the assent of that assembly was obtaiiied 
without any material alteration. A joint address, as 
vaqill ott great occasions, was presented to the throne^ 
and a bill^ grpunded upon the resolutioBS, to take 
effect from die Ist of January, 1801, the first day o^ 
the 19tli century, immediately passed through tiodt* 
.Houses. On the 2d of July the royal assent waa 
given to this important bill; and on the 29th the 
session was tenninated by a speech from the thnone, 
ia which hifii Majesty expressed the peculiar satisfac- 
tion with which he congratulated tlie two Houses of 
Parliament, on the success of the steps they had taken 
for effecting an entire unio^ between the kingdoms 
at Great Britain and Ireland, declaring that he should 
ever consider this measure as the happiest ev^ent of 



bis reign. The Irish ^session nlso, whicli had been 
prolonged till the union bill passed in England, in 
order to its ratification with the several alterations 
and adiditioDs made by the British Parliament, with 
other necessary regulations respecting the election of 
the Irish representatives to tlie imperial legislature, 
was terminated on the 2d of August, and with it the 
exifi^enee of the Parliament of Ireland. 

At this period a scarcity of corn caused great arid 
general alarm. The harvest of the two preceding 
years had been very unproductive, and the evil being 
enhanced by the consumption and waste of war, a 
prodigious rise • on every article. of provision took 
place, the consequence of which was very wide spread 
and real distress. The interference of the legislature, 
in attempting to remedy, or at least to palliate, the 
public calamity, was judiciously confined to recom- 
mendatory, rather than to coercive measures. The 
committee appointed to deliberate upon the subject, 
suggested such methods of relief as appeared most 
effectual for diminishing the consumption of corn by 
economy and substitution, and held out encourage- 
ment to the extended growth of potatoes at home, 
and the importation of corn from foreign countries. 
The committee at the same time suggested the grant- 
ing of bounties for the encouragement of fisheries, 
and proposed the temporary but entire disuse of corn 
in the distilleries. To give effect to the proceedings 
of the legislature on this important subject, his Ma- 
jesty issued a prockmation, towards the close of the 
present yeat*, recommending the greatest economy 
and frugality in the use of every species of grain, and 
exhorting and charging all masters of families to 
reduce the consumption of bread in their respective 
families,H[iy 'at least one-third of the quantity coti- 
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sumed in ordinary times, and in no case to suffer .the 
same to exceed one quartern loaf for each person in 
each week. 

Another insane attempt on the life of the King was 
made this year« from which he providentially escaped. 
On the 15th of May, just at the moment when he had 
entered the royal box at Drury Lane Theatre, and 
while bowing to the audience with his usual conde* 
scension, a person who sat near the middle of the 
' pit rose up and fired a horse pistol, apparently at his 
Majesty. For some secondii the house remained in 
silent suspense, but no sooner had they begun to 
recover from their surprise, than the man who fired 
the pistol, and who proved to be a discharged soldier 
of the name of Hadfield, was secured. On the 26th 
of June he was arraigned for high-treason, but it was 
clearly proved that he had for some years laboured 
under a degree of insanity, in consequence of several 
desperate sabre wounds in his head, which he had 
received when acting as a sergeant in the British 
army in Holland, in 1794: he was therefore pro- 
nounced " Not guilty, being under the influence of 
insanity at the time the act was done ;'' but he was 
vei^y properly ordered to be kept in custody. 



CHAPTER XXV. 



After the unexpected discomfiture of the Russian 
army at the close of the last campaign, and the 'l^on*- 
sequent triumph of the French arms in Switzerland, 
a total change took place in the command and dis- 
position of the allied forces. The Russian emperor, 
Paul, little inclined to listen to a calm i^estigation 
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of facte, and easily led away by the hasty impulses of 
passion, bavingr conceived an insuperable disgust at 
the unexpected disasters which had befallen his troops 
in Switzerland and in Holland, had recalled his whole 
army from the scene of action. The Archduke Charles 
tooy^ho gave fair promise of emulating the example 
of the most renowned warriors, had, by the crooked 
policy and ruinous influence of the Aulic Council, 
which had controuled his operations, and thwarted 
iiis 3i^iews, been deprived of the command of the Aus- 
trian troops ; and they were now led by the vetei^an 
General Kray in Germany, while Melas continued to 
command the imperial force employed in Italy.' The 
£rst operation of any consequence was the siege of 
Genoa by the Austrians, who were assisted by an 
English squadron under the command of Lord Keith. 
Massena defended the city with a vigour and resolu- 
tion which have seldom been surpassed, and after a 
series of actions, attended with the loss of many 
thousand lives on both sides, famine alone induced^ 
him to enter into a treaty, which was concluded on 
terms honourable to the defenders, and> on the 4th 
of June, Genoa was evacuated. In the mean time 
Buonaparte collected a powerful army of reserve in 
the plains of Burgundy, of which he took the com- 
mand early in May, and immediately prepared for 
crossing that formidable mountain, the Great St« 
Bernard. Haying effected the passage, although a 
design so vast had not been attempted sitice the 
days of Hannibal, he pursued his march into Italy, 
and clearing all obstacles, obtained possession of 
Milan and Pavia. Crossing the Po, he defeated 
the Austrians at Mbntebello, and on the 16th of 
June, on the plain between Alessandria- and Tor- 
tona, was fought the famous battle of Marengo. Here 
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the vigour of the Austrians •eemed iomg to .premise 
Tictory to their efforts. TJtey turned the wiogs of 
tbe IVench, and forced the centre to fall back ; and 
Mekw even flattered hisMelf with the hope of catting* 
off the retreat of the disordered troops. But when the 
ohidT consul, who was in Uie heat of action, almost 
despaired of success, General Desaix appeared with a 
€orp$ de- reserve f and changed the fortune of the day ; 
he fell, boweFer, in the attempt. A new line was 
fbroied ; the Austrians were checked in their cai^er ; 
and, though they still exhibited marks ef obsrtinate 
courage, they were at length totaUy routed. In this 
memorable battJe, which might well decide the fate 
of Italy, about 10,000 of their number were kiHed, 
wounded, or made prisoners, but not without a ioss 
equally severe on the part of the conquerors., l^his 
diefeat ruined the hopes of the emperor, and was fol- 
lowed, by a proposal from the vanquished general for 
an armistice, w^ich he purchased by the restitution 
of Genoa, and the surrender of the citadels of Milan, 
Turin, Tortona, and other fortresses. Buonaparte 
then went to Milan to re-establish the Cisalpine re- 
public, which he declared a free and independent 
nation. . 

The French army under Moreau had Altered Sua- 
bia at the latter end of April, where it was opposed 
by General &ray. After various movements of little 
importance, they at length compelled the Austrians 
to retise, and, entering Bavaria, took possession of 
Munich, levied contributions on the elector, and 
threatened the hereditary states of the emperor. 
Thus pressed, the Austrians deemed it expedient to 
consent to an armistice, (that in Italy not extending 
to Germany) which was concluded with Moreau oh 
the idth of July. Count 3t^ Julien was sent to 
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Pari9 by the Austrian court, where be stgned preli^ 
minaries of peace with France on the basis of the 
treaty of Campo Forniio, but the^^mperor, havti^ 
entered into a new compact with Great Britain, by 
which it was agreed that neither party should con-* 
ciode a peace which did not comprehend the other^ 
formally disavowed it, and refused to coniclude any 
treaty, unless* England was included in te. At the 
beginning of September a propossd was made 
throngh M. Otto, the French commiMary, residing 
in London, to the British ministers, for condudrng a 
naval armistice, on which condition alone the first 
OQn$ul would consent to prolong the one with Aus- 
tria, and a long correspondence took place on. the 
subject, but it evidently appearing that the only 
object oi Buonaparte was to obtain an opportumty 
of sending supplies to Malta and Alexandria, both of 
which were strictly Uo-okaded. by an English aqua^ 
droUy and as a new armisti€e> was^ during the. nego* 
cialion, concluded with Austria, on condition, of the 
surrender of the three important fortresses of Fhilip9«> 
burghi Ulm^ and Ingoldstadt, into the hands of the 
French, who thus secured an opening into the here* 
ditary states of Austria, the proposal was ultimately 
rejected on th^ 0th of October. Thk armistice ter^ 
iBinated oa the 29th of November, when Moreau 
resumed affen«ve operations, and the Archduke J}pha 
at first obtanied some advantage, but in a general 
attack on the linw at Hohenlinden, on the Sd of De^ 
eember, the Austrians wt^re entirely defeated, andiift 
GORsequeiide the French gained possesiion of Saltz« 
burg. In the space of twenty days fir^oi the reeo«ii» 
mencement of hostilities, the Austriami lost 40,000 
men, killed, wounded, and prisoners, wlnle that of 
the French was comparatively Mmali. 
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The Archduke Charles, who now took the supreme 
command, seeing no hope of an effectual resistance, 
proposed another armistice, which was agreed to, and 
the alarming situation of the emperor having induced 
the British government to release him from the terms 
of his alliance, a- definitive treaty of peace was signed 
at Luneville on the 9th of February, 1801, by which 
France obtained a cession of all the German territo- 
ries on the left bank of the Rhine, making that river, 
from the place where it leaves Switzerland to that 
where it enters Holland, the boundary of the new 
republic ; thus realizing the original projects of the 
first revolutionists. The acquisition of this territory 
destroyed one of the chief barriers against the en- 
croachments of France in the north of Europe. But, 
that no doubt might be left of the determination of 
France to overawe the empire, by the continual fear 
of hostile incursions info Germany, the restitution of 
Dusseldorf, Ehrenbreitstein, Pliilipsburgh, Cassel, 
Kehl, and Brisac, on the right bank of the Rhine, 
were rendered of little value, by a stipulation that 
they should remain in the same state in which they 
were at the moment of their evacuation, that is, in 
ruins. France, therefore, retained the power of in- 
terposition in the affairs of Germany, by the right 
which she had reserved to herself by. this treaty; to 
settle the indemnities to be secured to the German 
princes, who veere proprietors of the territory ceded 
to her on the left bank of the Rhine, and by her 
ability, in consequence of these cessions, to make 
sudden irruptions into the heart of the hereditary 
states of Austria. Istria, Dalmatia, and the Yene- 
tian isles in the Adriatic, were secured to Austria, 
together with Venice, the Bocca di Cattaro, the 
canals and the country included between the heredi- 
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ta^y l^tes of Acuitria^ ttre Adritftic unks and the 
Adige, ffom tke Tyrdl to the mooth of that sea ; the 
towing'-path of the Adige to form the litte of limita- 
tion. Frafi(;e tdok to h^rs^lf^ and for her va^sai^ t^ 
Italian re|>ttblic, or kingdoiti> as it was doon destined 
to be^ the domitiionii of th3 Gramd Duke of Taaoftny, 
and the Modenese, whose sovereigns were to be^in^ 
demhified for the territory thus iniqiiitoosly wrested 
frotn them, by othfer territories to be WKstedi in a 
tdatiner equally imquitom, frdm the sovereign {»rinces 
of Germany. 

After Buonfeffarte's flight froM Egypt, General 
Kleber entered into a convention, at £1 Arie^, witll 
the rt)tithiain<fcr of the T^rkitAi fercen, by which he 
kgreed to ^vacustle that dmntry^. on the ^euditiob of 
the lirntnoiested return of the Frtefneh troops to E«h 
rope. Thi^ cotittention, i^hieh was srgiied on the 
34th of January, h^ing been referred to Btr ^ney 
Btnith by tb^ Turks, it tet^ieiivtd his saiiction ; bttt U 
inmcL as thie British cabinet wi^re appri26d of die 
agreetiient, without being infot^ih^d Eh$t 1^ ISidney 
had atiy share in the tntifisaction^ they eevMridered 
thdt it ^oiild be highly inipolitiij to Mf£gr i^oh a 
i^renth force it atrive in Europe, to reinforct^ t^ 
arcnies ^ctihg ^gaitti^t tHe em^erot, their ally, and 
ibetefore iu^ructefd Lord fteith, the c(>ititifatidet- of 
the British ffeet in ttie Mediterraitean, uot to ratify 
it. lliat adttitral aCcordifigly sMt a lettet to Klebet, 
tei^uainting him thsiA he had received positive orderi 
not td agree to any capitulation wit^ the tf oopi& uvider 
KAs comuiand, unless they should consent to surrender/ 
themselt^es prisoners of war, not to go to France \Xf6Xi 
es:changed, and to dditer up aH the ships amd stores 
}fi the port bf Alei&alidtta. Kleber, ifidignant at this 
tttrex^ected turn Of afiairs, apprised tho Turks tktt 
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thlrelwas pa en4't0 the copyentifln ; after which hos- 
tilities wer« ,renetr«d, and wnn^? considerable advan- 
tages ^vere, gained ky the Fr^ftch. After dispersing 
the army of the. grtind viziej^ and. quelling an insur- 
rection in .Cairo, he was assassinated by a Turkidi 
proissary, and was supceeded in his authority by 

General. Menou. 

In consequence of oor unrivalled dominion on the 
ocean i it appears to have been, in, agitation, at the 
comwencement of the caropaign, to make a powerful 
diversion in favour of the allies, by means of an 
irruption into the southern provinces of France j but 
the sudden return and singularly good fortune of 
Buonaparte prevented the execution of this design. 
In the course of the summer, however, the western 
departments were frequently menaced by the appear- 
ance of hostile armaments. Sir Edward Pellew, in 
the lp»p«tueux,with a flying squadron,and three troop 
ships, made an attack on Quiberpn on the 4th of 
June, in which some batteries were destroyed, but 
Fort Penthieyre proved too strong to be reduced. 
The same commander also, in an attempt upon the 
Mofbiban, seized several sloops and gun-vessels, and 
burnt a corvette. Sir John Borlase Warren likewise 
•uoceeded in an attack on a convoy at anchor near a 
fort within the Penmarks, and in the destruction of 
fiftesen sail of merchantmen and four armed vessels 
.within the «ands of JBoverneuf bay. These exploits, 
combined .with .many, others of a sinriilar nature, put 
9a actual stop to the coasting trade of the enemy, 
Vind intercepted the supplies of wine, brandy, flour, 
and provisions, intended for the fleet at Brest. 
;• In.Attgi^t an ^x,pedition was fitted out, under the 
command of Sir j^n>^8 Murrs^y PuUeney, and Sir 
John Bptlase • Warren, whos^ first destination wa? 
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against the Spanish port of Ferrol. After the troops 
weire'^laridedj however, tbe place VFBS'found too strong 
to be attacked with any prospect of snccesSj^and'the 
attempt was therefore relinquished. A mori'JfOTirtid' 
able foi'ce, both naval and military, was.sent againsi 
Cadiz, tinder Lord K^ith and Sir Ralph AberdHHn- 
hie, but as a pestilent disorder raged in the city, daily 
destroying numbers of the inhabitantoTf as it' was^ 
nevertheless, capable of making a lorifr * ^esisttmce ; 
and, as the army had another and more' importaht' 
object in view, the destruction of the French in 
Egypt, this expedition was ako abandoned. 

Malta, so unjustly seized by Buonaparte, in hia 
voyage to Egypt, had now experienced a blockade of 
two years both by sea and land, during which time 
General yaubois, the French governor, had been 
summoned no less than eight times. At length, all 
hopes of receiving supplies from France ifiaving va-^ 
nished, a part of the garrison left the port with t wb" 
Frerfch frigates, one of which was taken, but the' 
other escaped the Vigilance of the BHiish squadron. 
A few days after this. General Vaubois assembled a 
council of war in the national palace ; and it appear--' 
ing that the magazines of provisions had been entirely' 
exhausted for more than a month; that the liqudrsoP 
iW kinds were nearly expended ; and that bi*ead,the' 
only food remaining for the garrison and the citizerisi' 
must fail in the course of a week, it was determined- 
to capitulate, and on the 5th of September the island 
#as surrendered into the hands of the British-. 
* In April the island'of Goree, on the coastof Africa,•' 
sdrfe^de^eJd• to OamitibdbVe Sir "' Gharles "'Haimltdii,- 
comtnanding the Ruby ^tid Melpomfen'e sHi]^s of- War^,'* 
witnout the- slightest attempt Jtt 'i-esistaiicej aii^-ftV. 
S^ptetobet the island of Gtiracad^ m«he^*Wfes1/l*-i 

2 6 2/ 
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fU^3> ime of the few I'^ma^nipg colonies ef tbe Bata- 
Yw» repDblic, vplimtfirily placed Ui^lf wider U10 
protection of tbe arms of tw BritanaiQ IMJiuci^ty^ 

I^otwit^ftiiiMling them Sttcqe^i^s, tbo cJf^Q q( th« 
1 8th cen^iury W^^ Wirl^ed by qircumstaiiqes of ^ 
gl^^fHy and discoijiraging nature to Englaod* ^U 
her plaotf for humbling tba pridet Gi]M;bing tb^ i^mbi-* 
tioi^ apd re«trai<iiQg the powec pf bar impUioihlft 
enemy, hfwl completely . fial^d ; Vvm^ ba4 r? daced 
th^ continent of Kurope tp th^t • ituatipn ivhiph en« 
^bled her, aUnost withQ^t the fear of Q|>poi4tiQq» ta 
parcel out \U various atates at her pl^aaurci for th4 
purpose either of disposa^^ing those wbp view^ her 
vrith.a j^^lpiis eye, or of reward, A very large por** 
tioa of the territory iocUide.d between the Texel ^d 
the 3^y of Naples was ocoiipied by her tributaries 
and vits^aki, or by princea who trembled at her frpwp^ 
and held ^iheir tot^riit>g power by the frail tenure p| 
h^ ruber's will* Pro^si^x indeed, and I^^a, h^ npt 
yet b^nt beneath the weight of her armst npr W11I5 
b^fpire the w^chipatipna of her intriguing spirit ; hpt 
l^e !^mp^i^or I^i^uU fprsaking 'his alliance with Eng* 
landi b^d hf cpme hfi? enemy, apd, cpmpHining of her 
^i^riMmi^ ^ncro^cbm^pt^f he stopped all the British 
vessels iiY hi|t ports, on the idle fiUegation of the de- 
tention of Malt^, to which he claii^ed a right,| in 
consf^qif^npe ^f the i^^amed authority of grand mi^ 
ter of the prdf^r of knights of St. John of Jeruaalenu 
^e even sent the seamen into coqfinement, spqu^fk* 
tered all British property on shores^ and pu,t s^^ds qjj^ 
all warehpujse^ (containing fjngli^h S^^* ^^^ 
Prqi^sian mon^rcht who ha^ for ^ome tiqpie held the, 
sw»d0 of victory in his hafiid^ i^qlged hi^ ancie^ 
j^^lpo^y of th^ hops^ of Austria^ qont^mplated UfV 
hijuiiiii^tipn iviM> pl^^SMr^i and p^ssiv^ly looke^ 00 
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nirhila France wcui trampliug o^ thq $^ttled inaUtu-y 
tioM of sarroqndii;^ frtiit^fW vainly m^ifi^iof ih«t ^ 
possessed %h^ 9Jl>iUty to ^|op h^ir o^^^, isrhMi^v^r her 
e^Qirts $houlfi bi^ 4irw^4 ^gT^Jn^ hHniielf, ^^ mora 
ejBfectu^lly to ftivow h«f viev*, JQii:^4 % hQ$t;ile conn 
f^deracy of t^^i nort;l4Q?n poi|/^Ws^ irJli^ hftfl beaa 
vfHeotly foTmi^d ^g^mrt ]$iigUn4* 

Tli6 principles of tbi# cprap^t bad b^m iidcipted 
an^ acted wpon. by P^nnwi^ wd I? V^li i tbe ? igbt 
of ^earpb ba,d b^ft a^itively r^w«^d i ^ild fti\ th« QP»w 

^[^^pif:9tjipf)« irb)pb b^d ^k^iA fJ^e bttwfmi G«4At 
Briitmo wA tb^ nprth^i^p pc^w^r* wly ^e^>^ tii 

demonstrate tbe 6r|n irM^ptioi^ gf tUe 1^(^ tp ^w\ffK 
ia a lir^ of conduct, wM^fb fousit r^dttfie. tbis^ ^Wfltfy U» 
the necessity of either sabmitting to a wanton vioi9itiQi% 
of her acknowledged lights, or of resisting the assertion 
of those hostile principles by arms. Thia conftdfitaog^, 
aiming a deadly bkiw at the in^ritime powAr of, Great 
Britain, al^ a period of aer^ara pi^essure^ wbeo fQ9sakei» 
by hei> continental aUi«f ^ and thceat^ed ^itb famme 
4t hopot;, wa9 a c«>iiiitfirpart of dae meis^able aniie4 
n^utSr^ity of 1?80, wkiirh bad tJl^ sam^ oi^wi in 
?iew« An aoqui^^eanoa in su^h claiina, wbi^b w^ni 
Ibe leagtj) ^ waij^tfiinng tha right of a nsutf al ppiwej?* 
bevQver iflaigciificaiitf to canry on, Ift time of war, tba 
trad?^ of Q, b«)Hg^ra»t» and ,'te wpply b^r with wbatr 
«wr w^ ii?<?awrtry far the support of iba contest in 

wbich sb« wa^ engag^^ W^d hav? b^p c^uaUyi 

dang^rog^ai^ disbonwmbte* fw if tbe princ^pte wawt 
oi)ce ^dmitted^ that fr^§ bottQttt>s vm4^ fr^Q gWl»*and 
tb^ 1^0 ntercbantfuep copid be |pi)bj«cteA tp ii«r)?b 
i^bi^b vere npd#r the pco^fcioft of *, s^jpof vaii %^ 
tfm^ 9P ^ ^^^wdipb frigate mgh^ wv^ the iidhaA^ 
tr^^l^ 9f FwnWf ^nd exeft^pit bfi? frQiA tb^ e^pan^^ol 
in>iiiv^pc?, aniid th^ ri^k of qaptaf§, It was^aclaiaa 
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whi<!b took from maritime superiority all its lawful 
advantages ; sheltered weakness beneath the flag of 
fraud ; and contravened all the principles which, for 
a century, had regulated the conduct of naval powers ; 
and which England, in particular, had always pro- 
claimed, supported, and enforced. It struck, indeed, 
at thfe very source of our prosperity, and could not 
be submitted to without a sacrifice, which must be 
speedily followed by the loss of our national wealth, 
greatness, and independence. It was, therefore, re- 
solved to resist this combination to the utmost of our 
p6wer^ and at all hazards ; and every attempt at pro- 
curing redress by negociation having failed, the 
most active preparations were made to extort it by 

arms. 

. The British Parliament assembled for the last time 

on the 11th of November, 1800, previously to which 

the increased price of provisions had been productive 

of a degree of public distress almost unequalled. The 

crop of this year, like that of the preceding, had been 

generally deficient in every country in Europe,^ and 

the scarcity, which was great and deplorable, bore 

every symptom of long continuance. The sober and' 

industrious classes of the labouring poor sustained 

thbip' hardships with laudable patience ; and though 

there were some riots in the metropolis and other 

parts of ihe country, no general ebullition burst forth 

that required to be suppressed by bloodshed. To 

alleviate the public distress, the dangerous measure of 

a maximum was, on the 5th of December, brought for-- 

ward in Parliament by the Earl of Warwick, who pro- . 

posed 4;o fixthishigh^st valtie of M^heatat 10^. pei^bushel,' 

although the actual price was atthat time inbre'thian 

205 J i 'but the false <and mi^i^hievbus Viotion o? aii arti*-* 

fittial 'Scarcity,- upot^ which this prbposalproceededV 
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was exploded by the calm wisdom of Parliament ; thie 
motioa was rejected with marked disapprobation; and 
the legislature confined its efforjts to suggesting expe« 
dients for dipiinishing th^ consumption and encotii'ag*' 
ing the foreign supply. High bounties were granted 
on importati^; the baking of mixed and inferior 
flour was enforced by ^ct of Parliament ; the distilla- 
tion of spirits from grain was prohibited; and, to the 
honour of the wealthier part of the community, the 
hand of charity was also liberally opened- ' . ^ 

' Among other causes of dearth, the great increa^Q 
of the population Was repeatedly mentioned ; ^nd in the 
course of the session, a bill was brought into Parlia- 
ment by Mr. Abbot, for ascertaining the fact, when 
it appeared, upon an actual enumeration of the people 
of Great Britain, that they amounted' to nearly 
11,000,000, a result exceeding the highest previous 
conjecture ; and it is probable that the aggregate 
population of Great Britain and Ireland amounted at 
this period to 16,000,000. 

The discussion of the late negociations, which occi^t- 
pied a part of this short session, produced no debates 
of importance; and the supplies having been granted^ 
Parliament was prorogued on the last day of the y^air 
by the King in person, flis Majesty, befofe he re* 
tired, ordered the chancellor to read a proclamation^ 
declaring that the individuals who composed the.exr 
piring Parliament should be members, on the part of 
Great Britain, of the new or imperial Parliament. ' 

On the 1st of January, 1801, a royal declaratiqn 
yvas issued concerning the style and titles appertain-* 
ins: to the imperial crown of Great Britain and Ire- 
land ; and also to the consigns, armorial flags, and ban- 
ners thereof. In the new heraldic arrangement the 
fleur-de^'lis wvis omitted, the title of King of France 
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Wtt ekputig«d| and the royal dignity wsh^ kt future to 
ht expr^sied in the Latin UmgM by thMe words : 
^ 0&>Tifiw TertfM, D^ Ottukh BritanHkirmH JRe^t, 
FksM Deftmeotf*' Md in the t^maeuliir Ilinguiig^e, 
^ Q^dtge thid Third, by the Gruce of God, ^f the 
United RWigdofii ^ Great Britain and Ireland, King*^ 
De^^nder of the F^ith/^ Oa the same day, the Gteti^ 
Seal bf Brilaiii Vvas delivered tl)> and defaced, and a 
new s^al for the etafyire was given V6 the lord-than- 
cellor. A new Mandard ^tsd, combining the three 
er0»aies of St. George, Si Andrew, and St. Patrick, 
was hoisted^ amidi^t the distharge of artillery, in each 
of the three capitals of England, Scotland, and Ire- 
land, and the new year was tisliered in with cTery 
demonstration of joy. The imperial Parliament of 
Gr^t Britain and Ireland assembled on thk 22d of 
January, and proceeded to etect a speaker, when Mr. 
Henry Addington, who had long and ably filled the 
ehair of thfe Lower House, wns again placed in lha;t 
elevated situation. On the 2d of Febvuary, the Kitig^ 
in a ipeech fiftnn the throne, congratulated the senate 
on the union which had been so happily effi^ctsd ; the 
Other topics were the state of the continent, and the 
dispute with the northern assfoi^iated p6W<^rs relatir^ 
to the maritime code. The debates On the address 
were highly interesting, tn the Peers, Earl FitzWiU 
Uam, who had hitherto contended strenuously for the 
continnanee 6f the war, and the restoration of the 
Bourbons, treated the contest as hopeless ; he, hoW^ 
erer, tnsiiited on the propriety of an inquiry into the 
causei^ of the failure, when such large and almost uu* 
bounded powers had been intrusted to mihisftets, and 
Wflen they jiad had ttie whole of Europe to assist rn 
thie oommon ^ciuse ; tt Wair also necessary to be in-^ 
formed, why, infstead of succeeding against an ancient 
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eneociyy (bey h>^l at once. plunged thenatioo iiitom 
epnte^t V^h .her;5iHie8. The new /conflict in which 
w^ were abgmt tQ engage, was, he added, as ?ar as 
{Sweden and I>en^K^k \j^ere conoerned^ (One of our 
o^wn sf;ek\(^p afj. we had it in oor poi^ei* to sa«ipend 
1^6 difcutfsion of the qai^tion relaUre to the neutral 
co^ci, in the sg^me lai^nner a^ ia 1780, when this coun- 
try wan in a ie«us di(iicu}t situation than at prefleoC. 
Ja>ih1 (jrrepyille dfifipnded the conduct of mipisteto, 
aod w^i^toi^ed that th^ <^laim of aearcfaiog . neutrri 
yesi^lf orjigioated in tb^ law of nations and the rights 
af iiati|i'<^f ^ThI' the^t the unaeriion of thi^ right c<msti#- 
tbiited the f^wdd^tion of our qouimeree and our wealth, 
jSH&d ^M th^ hi:ilwark of the nava) and military ghiry 
90^ /(irreat Briton* On a divi«tio», the addnes^ w«us 
c^ried by «t niajority of 73 to 17 yoices. 

In tb^ CommQnjs^ Mr. Fitt, after jiepelKng ^ variety 
of obje<;tiio^9f iitsiHted, that o^r very existence as a 
^DatiflP d6pepd^d .on Oiiiir pQ:^|l^sl»ing and exercising the 
right <^ isf^^rching.nmUral ve$iel3 ; he maintained that 
Qur clftjn^ pQ thi^ jprpmi^t <>c€a^ion arosfe not tmly out 
•of po$itiv0 treittie^; but' out of the law of nations.; and 
!b0 a$ked^ if .\iv^ l^^^r^ to permit the aary of our enemy 
.tob^.suppUi^d find recruited, to suffer blockaded portls 
to bfe f^rnifsh^d v^ith ^jbores mid precisions, and allow 
D^utral n^tipn^y l>y hoisfcing a flag on a ilo^p or k 
fishing-boat, to convey the treasures of South Am6- 
Tipa to jBp^JUf or. the navai stores of '.the Baliie to 
Bi^i^t or to ToMJon. When thp House divided^ ithe 
:aikajority in favour of ministers was 245 against i$^. 
' The li^nion of Qreat Britain and Ireland wais, not 
:fi7tth<Hlt reason, regarded by Mt. Pittas the tratisac^ 
tk^ which r^eflected the greatest luntre upon tw ad- 
.ifiiitistralaQn ;^and although he had .uniformly opposed 
th^ claim, iof patholip en^ancipation. during the exiat* 
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394 HlSTd&T OF iWGLAND. [1801. 

ence of the separate legislature of Ireland, he h&d, it • 
was understood, to facilitate this favourite object, 
given assurances to the Irish Catholics «of a complete 
participation in all political privileges, as soon as the 
union should have taken place. When this proposi- 
tion was submitted to the cabinet council, some of its 
members expressed opposite sentiments, and the King 
took a decided part in the dispute, alleging that the 
oath taken by him at his coronatioi^, precluded his 
assent to a scheme which might, in its consequences, 
endanger the religious establishment. As this repug- 
nance obstructed the recommendation of the measure 
to Parliament, and diminished the probability of its 
success, Mr. Pitt declared that he conceived himself 
bound to resign a situation, in which he was not at 
fulMiberty to pursue his ideas of equity and public 
benefit; unquestionably, however, this circumstance 
alone did not induce him to retire, such h step being 
forcibly inculcated by the situation of the country, 
which was how left, without a single ally, involved in 
an apparently interminable war, and irt the hands of 
a ministry, who, by their decided hostility to the 
existing government of France, had almost precluded 
the possibility of engaging in amicable negocration^. 
The prime minister was accompanied in his resigna- 
tion by 'Lord GrenvtUe and other members of the 
cabinet. 

The offices of first lord of the treasury, and chan- 
cellor of the exchequer, were conferred upon Mr. 
Addingtbn, the Speaker of the House of Commoi^s'; 
to jvhich high office he had been appointed by the 
influence of Mr. Pitt, with whom he continued on 
terms of intimate friendship. The post next^n dig- 
nity, thiat of secretary for foreign affairs; hitherto held 
by Lord Grenvilie, was given to Lord Hawkesbitry. 
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Barl St. Yincent was placed at the bead of tl^e «dmU 
ralty, in the place of Earl Spencer; Lord Eldon^ 
chief justice of the Common Pleas, formerJy Sir John 
Scc^y sycceeded .Lord Loughboroog'h in the Court of 
Chancery; Lords Hobart^and Pelham were nomi-* 
Bated secretaries of state, in the room of Mr. Dundas 
and the Duke.of Portland ; Mr; Yorke succeeded Mr. 
Windham as secretary at war; his brother, the Eat*l 
of Hardwicke, was destined to the vice-regal office in 
Ireland ; Lord Lewisham was placed at the head of 
lAie board of eontrool j^ and in this general change, 
the Duke of Portland and. Lord Westmoreland alone 
retained their stations in the cabinet, the former as 
president of the council, and the latter as lord privy 
seaL On the 10th of February, Mr. Addington re* 
signed his office as Speaker of the House of Com- 
mons; and, on the following day. Sir John Mitford 
was chosaa in his stead. The agitationof the King's 
mind had, however^ so material iy affected the state 
both of his bodily and mental health, that the new 
arrangements, although nearly completed, were not' 
fortnally announced, and a total interruption of the 
regal functions ensued, during which the former 
ministers continued to discharge the duties of their 
respective offices. On the same day that Mr. Ad- 
dington resigned his office of Speaker, the Earl of 
Darnley nraved for an inquiry into the state of the 
nation^ when Lord Grenville acquainted the House, 
that his Majesty's servants, not being able to carry 
into effect a measure which they deemed essential to 
the tranquillity and prosperity of the empiric, had 
tendered the resignation of their several employments, 
which had been accepted; and on this representation 
the earl postponed his motion. The routine of Par- 
liamentary business went on as usual during the ill- 

3p2 



ueM at the King^ wftb hikTin^ at lengih '^c^Vered, 
1;b]» ii;pp6intitoents of dii new minisrters were ^h*^ 
nobriced in Ihe mcciiatoihed form, md on the 17th of 
March Mr. Addin^on vraa s^om into the two ofllcei» 
wbiob Mr. Pitt Jiad so loog enjoyed. 

The finA measores of theile^ mtoistify were di* 
rected towardH the securing of internal trnnquiHity* 
Ireland being rtill in a disturbed state^ tbe;aofe for the 
suppression of rebellion in that country ^ras renewed^ 
d9 was that for the suspension of the hab^^ mrfius* 
This act WW also suspended nn 6l«at Britain^ and 
th^ bill for preventing seditious meeting was revived, 
in. eoosequehce of a report from a sdect eoihnifttee 
of the House of Condtnom, stating the eaiMence of 
so(Qieties of disaffected persons ill Great Britain^ 
parti<lularly of one in London, entitled the United 
i&ritonSt Ttfese measures were followed by tkeintro^ 
dtvotion of a bill of indemnity in favour of the late ad*» 
miaistrationy which also passed both Houses. An act 
t«^^r§U)oye doubts respecting the eligibility of persona 
i|i holy ordensi to sit in the House of Commons, by 
M^hich they were heacaforth excluded, passed m this 
session, inepnaeq^ence of John Home Tooke's having 
been, returned fot: Old Sarum by its proprietor. Lord 
OstiDelford ; and on the 9d of July Parliameiit wn 
prorogued by. commisbsiun. ' 

The late ministry, determined to overawe or to 
dispel the northern confederacy^ had issued an order 
io council, dated th^ i4th of January, imposing an 
eoibargo on all Russian, Danish, and Swedish vessab 
in the ports of Great Britain ; but the court qf i&drlin^ 
although a party to* the league, was treated apon this 
occasion wrth peduiiar defer^ice, probably because 
its hostility would endanger tlie King's Germain do-» 
nliaioHs. Preptirations were also macbe to send a ^et 
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mto the Soondi- aritl to'bazatd tU Ijie ^Jrik^Ukely to 
liesxiU- Aroni' &' vriir, . whieh' threltdoed ; t& e9tl:Iitde;itbci 
Boritish fl9^ iron: the navigation <i£.tbeB«hu^- tm& 
lier comme^'ce frpm the shores t»f ihe ISSbefthi £an^ 
the Tistuli, a^nd the Weter; On the ot^r himdi> tha 
ittmost exertions - had Tm* Mme timd past been itttide 
in all the ports of Rasfiia^ Sweden, aand DtBnmark* 
Their coafibined navy, if fitted out by a sini«dtasieou» 
mtfveaienU would have aidooBted to nearly eigh^ 
^1 of the line 3 and these, together with the ndme-* 
roiHi gnn boats and floating batteries which they either 
possessed dready, or coald have^'eastiyconatiuoted, 
might have rendered their narrow seas and difficolt 
coasts impervioos to attack* 

' jIo the course of the spring the Danes took possea* 
sibf> of Hamburgh, for the alleged pQrpqse of stop** 
ping the British trade ta^hat port, and the Kingi^ 
Prii8$?4, after an rnitaccewiiil negociation with tke 
£dg^isb govetanfient, otcupped the bailiwiekof IlitEe<!- 
battle and the povt of Caxhaveii) and, on theidOth ipf 
March,, a body of his troops^ entered/ "the ekcitorafe^ o# 
!&noTer, thetuiiitary cstafitishiileiit aof which, fetmonlit^ 
ilTg to?30|00&riiMm^ under Prince ::A)dblphwi of Bng'f 
land^ not beiig stifficient'tei justify any r€»btaAcevjoo 
the partof. the regency^, ii >oanveii1icHiai dsdMriettidw 
was isnii^» siibrnitttngtoiiiia Pttii^anlMk^icity.^; )/.> n^ 
iis no hopes couki be ditertaiiied of the pacifteation' 
of iEHirope, on terme honourabie to Great BritainV 
uhtS the disaolutioa of this conf^eracy, a British 
fleet, consisting^ 1ft ships *of>tiie line^ and fear 
fHgtiiteb,. witk a Tnimber^f giin-4)oats andbomb-^Ves*. 
s^b, ; in all 54 sail, proceeded from Yarmosdi Beads^ 
for the Baltic, under the command of Admiral Sir 
Hyde Pai^er^ aasitsted biy Yite*admiral Lord Nel- 
«m, and Rear*admirai Totty^\ the last of whoin was 
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SO unfortunate as to lose hi* flf^i^ip on a sand 
bank off the coast of Lincolnshire.. It wasrapposed 
tlutt Denmark, whose trade and prosperity had in* 
creased considerably during the war^ might be pre. 
Tailed upon to sue for forbearancet'and the first efforts 
of this armament were therefore directed against 
her capital, while Mr. Yansittart, a new minister ple- 
nipotentiary, was instructed to endeavour to detach 
the court of Copenhagen from the northern alliance ; 
the. Prince-regent, however, who had governed many 
years in the name of his father, declared^ that he was 
determined to adhere to his engagements. On the 
30th/ of March, the English squadron passed the 
Sound with no considerable resistance, and after an- 
choring about four or five miles from the island of 
Huen, Sir Hyde Parker, in compsM^y with. Lord Nel- 
son and Rear-admiral Graves, surveyed the formi- 
dable line of ships, rideaux, galleys, fire«vessels^ and 
gun-boats, flanked and supported by extensive batte- 
ries on the.two islands called the Crowns : these were 
supported by two sliips of 70 guns, and a large fri* 
grate in the inner road of Copenhagen, while two 64 
gfKn<rvessels, wiAout masts, -were moored on the flat 
towards the entrance to the arsenal* Lord Nelson, 
who /had made an offer of his services to conduct the 
attack, and had for that purpose shifted his flag from 
the St« George to the Elephant, a vessel of smaller 
size,, immediately gave directions for buoying the 
xshahnel of the outer diep and the middle ground, 
after which the detachment, consisting of 12 sail of 
the line, with frigates, bombs, and fire-skips, selected 
for the aseiault, passed in safety, and anchored off 
Draco. 

Qn th^ morning of the 2d of April, the vice-admi- 
ral iQfade the signal to weigh and engage the Danish 
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line of defence, which was found to consist of six sail 
of two deckers^ 11 floating^ batteries, mountings from 
18 to 26 cannon each, 1 bomb-ketch, and Several 
schooner'ngged gdn vessds ; these were supported 
' by the CrQwn islands, mountings 88 cannon, and four 
_ sail o{ the line moored in the harbour's mouth, toge- 
ther with some batteries thrown up on the island of 
Amakt The shallowness of the- water and tho intri- 
cacy of the navigation prevented the complete execct- 
lion of the projected plan, for the Bellona and Riissell 
grounded before they had reached the stations assign- 
ed to them, while the Agamemnon, being uimble to 
weathVr the shoal of the middle, was obliged to 
anchor. The Elephant^s station was in the cen^e, 
opposite to the Danish Conmiodore Fischer, who 
commanded in the Danndbrog, a 62 gun ship ; and tfie 
arerage distance at which the actioni was foi:^ht was 
scarcely a cablets length. It commenced, sicK>n after 
ten o^ clock ; before half-past eleven it became gend^ 
ral ; and at one p. m. when few, if any of the enemy's 
ships had ceased to fire, the Isis, Monarch,, and 
Bellona had received serious injury ; while the rdifvi- 
sioh of the commander-in-chief could only menaoe 
the entrance to the harbour* In this posture of 
affairs the signal was thrown out on board the Lon^ 
don. Admiral Parker's ship, for the action to cease ; 
but Lord Nelson, nevertheless, continued the attack 
with unabated vigour* About two p. m. the' greatest 
part of the enemy's line had ceased to fi^re; some of 
the lighter ships were adrift; and the carnage on 
board their; vessels, whose crews were reinforced 
from the shore, was dreadful* The Danish commor 
dore's ship was now on fire, and drifting in. flames 
before the wind^ spreading terror and dismay. thnoughr 
out their line; few of her crew could be .aaved, al<- 
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though the British boats rowed id every. clirctction foV 
the purpose ; and about half*-past three nhe hlevr up 
with a tarrible explosion. 

The ships a<rhead» aiid the .Crown batteries, aii well 

ae the prizes made by. the British^ eonftiamng to fire 

after the Dannehrog was in flames. Lord Nelson disr 

patdied a letter^ addressed '< To the Brothen^ of 

Englishmen, the bravie Danes^." saying, that if the 

^re were continued on the part jof Denmaek, he must 

be obliged to destroy all tlie floating batteries he- had 

^aken, without having the power of saving the brave 

Danes who had defended them« This was convey^ 

on ahone through the contending fleets, by .CaptaiJi 

fiin Frederic Thesiger, who foiled the prinoe hem* 

iim saliyi^ptort, animatiag his 'people, and dbaring their 

ckingers, it deserves tq beiremarked^ thalt this letter, 

which e&hibtted. a happyiunibdjof policy arid oQumge, 

wiia ^wvittlsn at/a'»u>aient.ilv4iefi Jjcrd Kelson per^ 

^ved^ that in^ consequence of the unfavourable /state 

^f the wind^ the admiral was. not likely to gyet up;itv 

•aid the enterprise ^ thcdith^ principal hfttteries of Ut^ 

-enemry^. and the ships, at the mouth ^f the' harbpqr, 

were yet tmton6lied ; tHat tivo of hid own division bad 

grounded;; and that otheds were likely, to shave the 

same fitta 

The firing from the Ciepitn i>attes?ies, aaid^fron) the 
leading ships of/ the British, did not cease till pi^t 
Iriiree o'clock^ when ithe Dauish Ad|otant-fgenierai 
Lindibolm, returning with a flag ef trace, directed it 
to be JMSpended. The^signalfor doing the. same w^ 
then made to the British ahipa, and the action closed 
after five hoiK^' duration, fiMsrnof which mAre warmly 
<contelsted,aiiid.dacing which (the whole of tbe Danish 
lin^f to the southward of the Crowm liilahds, amoon^t*- 
ibg ■to'47'>sail^w«re-8iMik, 'burnt,, or-^taken. : Tto^ 
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battTe of Cop^h^gen was^ by Lord Nelson's own 
accoant, the most dreadful that he had ever witnessed^ 
Captain Riou, who particularly distinguisbed himself^ 
was Mvered in* two by a raking shot ; Captain Mosse^ 
commander of the Monarch, was also killed ; and the 
total loss of the Britiiih, in killed and . wounded, 
amounted to 1000 ; while that of the Danes was Con- 
siderably greater. Notwithstanding the long peaqe 
they had enjoyed, the Danish batteries, both afloat 
and ashore, were manned^ and the guns served, with 
a degree of promptitude and valour that would have 
conferred credit on veteran troops. A negociation 
was entered upon, which terminated in jin armistice 
for fourteen weeks, during which the treaty of armed 
neutrality, as far. as related to. Denmark, was to bje 
suspended. 

Whed the disabled vessels were refitted, the British 
squadron sailed to Carlscrona, and on the 18th of 
April arrived off that port. Sir Hyde Parker lost no 
time in acquainting the governor that an armistice 
bad been concluded, by which the disputes between, 
the courts of Copenhagen and St. James's had been 
accommodated, and he required an explicit answer 
from the court of Sweden, relative to its intention to 
abandon the hostile measures adopted in conjunction 
with Russia, against the rights and interests of Great 
Britain. To this Vice-admiral Cronstedt replied, 
that it was the unalterable resolution of^his Swedish 
Majesty not to fail for a moment in fulfilling, with 
fidelity and sincerity, the wgagements he had entered 
into with his allies ; but that he would not refuse to 
listen to equitable proposals for the accommodation 
of disputes, provided they were made by plenipoten- 
tiaries, sent on the part of the King of Great Britain 
to the united powers^ On receiving this answer^ th$ 
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adtniral left the bay' without » iiring a ^un; and all 
(titore hostilities with the northern states were happily 
prevented by the death of the Emperor Paal, who 
Ml by the hands of his courtiers, on the 22d of 
March. 

As soon as Alexander the First, son of the deposed em- 
peror, succeeded to the throne of his father, he published 
an ukase, revoking several of' the acts of the late go- 
vernment, and restoring the British seamen to liberty. 
Baron Lisakeewitsch,the Russian minister at the court 
of Denmark, having notified those events to Sir Hyde 
Parker, the admiral immediately returned to Kioge 
bay, to await the orders of his court in consequence 
of this new and interesting change, and in the mean 
time the benefits of the armistice were extended to 
the court of Stockholm. About the same period. 
Lord St. Helenas arrived at the court of StI Peters- 
burgh, in quality of minister plenipotentiary for Eng* 
land ; and by a convention signed in the Russian 
capits^ on the 17th of June, the emperor on the one 
hand allowed the right of search, under certain re- 
strictions, by ships of war, but not by privateers j 
while on the other hand, the merchandize of the pro- 
duce, growth, and manufacture of the countries en- 
gaged in war, might be purchased and carried away 
by the neutral powers ; but by a subsequent explana- 
tory declaration, the commerce between the mother 
country of a belligerent and her colonies was ex- 
pressly excluded from the benefit of this arrangement* 
It was also stipulated by one of the articles, that Swe- 
den and^ Denmark should receive back their ships and 
settlements on acceding to this treaty, and with these 
terms they both very r^dily complied. Thus €reat 
Britain, partly by the sudden demise of the Emperor 
Paul, and partly by the thunder of heir navy, saw a 
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' confederacy dissolved which aimed at the decrease of 
* lier maritime greatness, and was calculated to involve 
her in a new and disastrous war. 
< 'The attachment of Portugal to England again 
excited tlie attention of the French government, and 
its ally, the King of Spain, was induced to declare war 
against that country in March. A counter declara- 
tion from the court of Lisbon was issued on the 2ist 
of April, worthy of the most prosperous days of the 
Portuguese monarchy, and accompanied by prepara- 
tions for defence.^ A Spanish army^ however, enter- 
ed the province of Alentejo in May, and having ad- 
vanced to the Tagus almost without opposition, a 
treaty of peace was signed at Badajos on the 6t}i of 
J une, by which Spain obtained possession of the pro- 
vince of Olivenza, and the harbours of Portugal were 
shut against the English. The French government 
refused to concur in the treaty unless certain places in 
Portugal were occupied by French troops j and Gene^- 
ral St. Gyr, who had been invested with the character 
of ambassador to the court of Madrid, entered Portu- 
gal at the head of 24,000 troops, and invested th^ 
fortress of Almeida, within thirty leagues of the capi^ 
taU No sooner was this event known at Lisbon,.tban 
the court became alarmed for its safety, ancl as the 
subsidy of 300,000/. voted to that state by the British 
Parliament was unaccompanied by a body. of troop^i^ 
as had been originally intended, a treaty wassigned 
at Madrid on the 29th of September, highly favour- 
able to Franc€|. During this contest, the British 
ministry, apprehensive lest the island of Madeira 
should be delivered up to the enemy, sent a squad roi^ 
^ thither, with a small body of land forces under Golo^ 
nel Glinton, who took possession of the forts which 
f^ommand the bay of Funchal. 
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The force which had been destined against Egypt 
in th^ preceding year, after having repaired to Gibral- 
tar, to recover from the inconveniences of along* 
craise in a boisterous season, proceeded from Malta 
•In December, in two divisions, for Marmorice, on the 
coast of Caramania, where they were landed for re- 
freshment. Being re^embarked, they sailed for 
Aboukir bay, and on the 8th of March, 1801, the first 
division effected their landing in the face of a body of 
French;, who were awiare of their intention, and were 
posted in force with considerable advantages of posi- 
tion. The front of the disembarkation was narrow, 
and a hill, which commanded the whole, appeared 
almost inaccessible ; yet the British troops ascended 
it, under the fire of grape-shot, with the utmost in- 
trepidity, and forced the French to retire, leaving 
behind them several pieces of artillery and a number 
of horses : in this service 700 of our men, sailors in- 
cluded, were killed or wounded. On the 12th, the 
whole army came within sight of the French, who were 
formed advantageously on a ridge, and on the follow- 
ing day marched in two lines, with an intention of turn- 
ing th^ir right flank ; the attack, however, was anti- 
cipated by the enemy, who descended from the heights 
on which they had formed, and engaged the leading 
brigades of both lines ; the British troops were there- 
fore obliged to change their position, and the ad- 
vanced guard suffered considerably, but after a severe 
conflict, which lasted several hours, the general did 
not think it prudent to persist in his intention to force 
the heights on which the enemy were posted, and 
therefore ordered the army to return to the position 
which they occupied in the piorning. 

-Fort Aboukir capitulated on the 19th, and on the 
20th General Menou arriving from Cairo, the whole 
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of the French disposeable force was concentrated at 
Alexandria. The memorable conflict which decided 
the fate of Egypt took place on the following daj, at 
the distance of about four miles from that cityi It 
commenced before day-light in |;he morning, by a 
false attack on the left of the English, nnder MajcNV 
general Craddock, in which the French were repuls* 
ed, but their most vigorous efforts were directed td 
the right. The attack on that point was gallantly 
begun by the FVench infantry , sustained by a strong 
body of cavalry, who charged in column, and the 
contest was remarkably obstinate: they were twice 
repulsed, and their cavalry were repeatedly mi'xed 
with the British infantry. While this was passing on 
the right, the French attempted to penetrate the centre 
of the British army with a column of infantry, who 
were also repulsed, and obliged to rietreat ; and another 
body advanced against the left of the English, which 
was the weakest of the line ; but all their efforts were 
ineffectual, and the British forces remained masters of 
the field. The loss on our side, in killed, wounded^ 
and missing, amounted to IdOO ; that of the ¥Vench^ 
who lost the greatest part of a famous corps whtcli 
Buonaparte had arrogantly called the Invincibles^, 
llnd whose standard was taken, was estitaated at 
double that number. In this action, Major-general 
Moore and Sir Sidney Smith were also Wounded. 
The French General Roize was left dead on the field, 
land Generals Lanusse and Rodet afterwards died of 
their wounds. 

Sir Ralph Abercrombie was vigorously engaged 
HI the heat of action on the right, when he received 
a mortal wound in the thigh by a musket ball, which 
he concealed irom the army till the period for exer- 
tion was past, when his strength failed him : he was 
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carried off the field, and conveyed on board the admi- 
raFs »h\pt where he died pn the 28th. His death was 
universally and most deservedly lamented, for bis 
jnind was stored. with every great and good quality; 
fais militai^y talents were undoubtedly great; his ser* 
.vices had been long and brilliant ; and whilst regard- 
^ as a strict disciplinarian, he still conciliated the 
^esteem of all whom he commanded. 

Qn the death of Sir Ralph Abercrombie, the com- 
mand devolved on General Hutchinson, with whom 
it was for some time a matter of doubt, whether he 
should lay siege to Alexandria, or proceed further 
into the country, and, after forming a junction with 
the Turkish army, which was hastening to join him 
by the way of Syria, endeavour to reduce Grand 
Cairo, and to cut off all communication between the 
jPrench on the coast, and every part of the interior. 
/The inadequacy of his force to form the . siege of 
jjklexandria induced him to adopt the latter plan of 
operations; the junction between the^ English and 
TAirkish armies was effected at the beginning of June, 
and on the>l$^th General Hutchinson wrote to Gene- 
j^l BeUiard, who commanded at Cairo, offering him 
the mpsft honourable terms to induce him to surrender 
the .place, but he peremptorily r<efused, although he 
}il>ew tl^ incompetency of his army to guard such 
e^tensiye fortifications, and was sensible that his own 
Ijcoqps. desired nothing so ardently as to return to 
^qrope. He, however, shortly sent a flag of truce 
to the English camp, and, after a long conference, a 
capitulation was sigi;ied on the 27th of June, by which 
the French engaged to evacuate, Cairp, on being 
allowed to return, with their arms, to Europ^. This 
capitulation was carried into.effect on the 10th of the 
following month, when the JBnglish and Tufrks took 
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possession of the city» and both their flag^s were hoist- 
ed on the citadel. The total amount of persons in-^ 
eluded in the capitulation exceeded 14,000, excluinve 
of women and children. In the mean time the town 
and castle of Rosetta were taken by a division of the: 
British army, under Colonel Spencer, aided by' a 
body of Turks. The French garrison, consisting' of ' 
about 800 men, made but a feeble resistance, and 
retired to the right bank of the Nile, leaving a few 
men killed and taken prisoners. General Hutchin^ 
son, having received some reinforcements in the 
month of July, which swelled his army to 16,000 
men, resolved to commence the siege of Alexandria. 
The approaches to the town were made under circum- 
stances highly honourable to the valour aqd good, 
conduct of the besieging army, who drove the enemy 
from post to post, till the French commander, Menou, 
finding no prospect of relief from Europe, and no hopes 
of ultimate sujccess from further resistance, agreed, on 
the 1st of Septembyer, to surrender the place, on con- 
dition of being sent to Europe. The whole force \tk 
Alexandria, at the period of this capitulation, was 
10,528 men ; the last of which sailed from the har- 
bour on the 18th of September. 

Thus, with a force far inferior to that of, their^ 
opponents,. did the British army wrest this important 
country from their enemies, and restore it to their, 
allies; but as the conventions were concluded on 
grounds similar to that signed at El Arish, th^ phi- 
lanthropist will not consider the glory acquired by the 
British arms as ail equivalent for the effusion of bloo4i 
with which, it was attended. Intelligence o.f th^^ 
event reached Paris before the British cabinet could 
be apprized of it, through an inconsiderate permisn 
sion, granted by General Hutchinson to the French. 
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commander, to dispatch a swift sailings vessel to his 
goverameDt the moment the capitulation was signed. 
In eonseqaence of the knowledge thus obtained, the 
first consuL of France derived an important advan- 
tage, in a treaty of peace which he hastily concluded 
with the Tnrks, and which contained many provisions 
highly favourable to the French, who had grossly 
violated every agreement which they had entered into 
with the Porte; and greatly prejudiciahto the Eng- 
lish, who, from the important assistance which they 
had rendered to the Turks, and from their honourable 
conduct towards them on all occasions, were entitled to 
every return which justice, generosity, and gratitude, 
could suggest or confer* The evacuation of Egypt 
(the Turkish ambassador not knowing that it had 
actually taken place) was the consideration held out 
by the French, for the benefits which they claimed, 
and the privileges which they acquired, by this new 
treaty. 

Whilst the possession of Egypt was uncertain, 
Buonaparte determined to point all his efibrts against 
the only enemy either unsubdued or unhumbled by 
the arts and arms of France. Large bodies of troops 
were accordingly collected on the opposite coasts; 
ships, guns, and flat-bottomed boats, were built and 
equipped ; the ports of France, Belgium, and Hol- 
land were crowded with armed vessels ; camps were 
formed at Bruges, Gravel ines, Boulogne, Brest, 
Granville, Cherbourg, and St. Maloe's; and the 
deeds about to be performed by those armies which 
bad forced the passage of the Bormida^ the Danube, 
tiie Inn, and the Salza, and gained t|ie battles of 
Marengo and Hohenlinden, were vaunted in the 
consulair proclamations and manifestoes. Buonaparte 
i^ected to consider the English as a nation rendered 
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effeminate by wealth, and un warlike by commerce ; 
and it was confidently predicted that the steel of the 
French would prove more than a match for the gold 
of the Britons. On the other hand, the whole island 
was in motion ; and one uniform spirit of patriotic 
defiance was breathed by the inhabitants. The vo- 
lunteer battalions and companies were increased ; a 
numerous and respectable body of yeomanry cavalry 
was formed ; the fencible regiments were disciplined 
into a knowledge of the military art ; and the militia; 
many regiments of which had served in Ireland^ 
received a considerable augmentation by means of 
the supplementary levy. From the votes of supply for 
this year, it appears that the total land and sea force, 
exclusive of volunteers, amounted to nearly 500,000* 
fiiionaparte, surrounded by a brilliant assemblage 
of troops, affected to blend all the state of the ancient 
Kings of Prance with that of the emperors of the' west; 
being surrounded by numerous guards, attended by 
the prefects of the palace, and apjpearing only on 
great occasions in the presence of the people. By a 
convention with the pope, ratified on Uie 10th oi 
September, he was not only acknowledged to possess 
all the privileges of the ancient monarchy so* &r 
as concerned public worship, but new and essen- 
tial immunities were obtained for the Gallican 
church. His holiness agreed to procure the resig- 
nation of the prelates who had adhered to the old 
establishment, and the cnief magistrate was to nomi- 
nate to the vacant sees. A new formula of prayer 
was introduced ; and the holy father covenanted, in 
behalf of himself and his successors, that those who 
had acquired the alienated property of the church 
should not be disturbed; By a concordat, the apos- 
tolical and Roman faith was declared to be the reli* 
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glim of ihn ^Ute* wd tb^ Catholics were to pay one*- 
tenth of their t$txe$ to defro^y the eKpenses of pui^lie 
worship. 

9rjiti$h seatuQn this year displayed thetr acoustomed 
?e$i} ^nd devotion in the cause of tlieir couiptry. In 
M^T(^9 Admiral Duckworth made an eaay capture of 
the ^wedifib inland of SU Bartiholomew, aa well as of 
tl)f! Oanisb settlepaents of St, Thomaa and Santa Cruz, 
which w^re of course restoi^d to those po wers^ in virtue 
of the treaty of St* Peternburgh ; the islands of Bt. Mar* 
tin^fid St^Eustatiawere also reduced; while in the east 
the Batavian settlemc^tof Ternate,thechiefof theMo* 
luGc^ islands, surrendered on the 2 1st of June, after a 

4 

vigorous resistance, to a smallsquadron, under tbecom- 
man^ of Captain Hayes. In the Mediterranean two 
severe actions took place ; the former pf which prov- 
ed unfertanate,. Rear-admiral Sir James SaumareE 
was hl^kading the port of Cadiz, when he reoeived 
tfiteUigence that thr?e French line of battle ships and 
a frigate ^ere lying at anchor in the road of Algesic 
yasj under cover of the batteries on shore, and im- 
lyiediately conceived the boli^ design of attacking 
them in that ffltuation. On the 6th of July he pro- 
oetfded with six sail of the line, under a fn^vourable 
breasie, and' a great impression was made on the flag-* 
sjbip of the French commander. Rear-admiral linois, 
by Captain Stirling, in the Pompee, till a. change of 
wind prevented him from acting ; as soon^ however^ 
as it again favoured^ the Hajinibal, Captain Flerris, 
pushad forward in the hope of passing between the 
French ships and the sb&re, an attempt which, h« 
thought, might lead to a complete triumph ; but his 
ship happened to. take ths ground under on^ of the 
batteries, apd, as no. effort could extriciate her, he was 
obliged ta give her up, after a conaiderabie loss o£ 
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med^ and the destntcti^n of a great nuinbei^ of his 
a^ers&ries. A breieze having enabletf two other ships 
to apf^rdach the ententyf they kept np for a time a 
h«srry #re, which Jf the wind ii)El(f n6t declined, ^ould 
have enforced the sarrenddr* of f he oppoiiing vessels, 
iMi the impracticab^ity of a dose action at lengftb in- 
duced Sir James to withdraw his force, wtien above 
aeo of Ms mert had been killed^ or Wounded. Thfo 
iliis^pointixien* served only to^ stiitlulate tAe eager- 
A^ss of the' Britisl^ seamen fo^ another cohtest. The 
^Sti^9 M¥erh repaired with greaC expedition ; aVid w^en 
tile^ Ft<eii«ib> joined by a Spf^isH sqUadVort, \t^te sail- 
ing towards' Cadiz, Ihe i^ar 69 the uitfVed ftiet waisT 
tfttaeteedt m^ iSm highi of the^ 1^21!^ 6f JAfy, by tile 
^pei'B; Captain &eatsi Thi» vessel' hav^g fiVed 
betfweei|( «her Spaniish^ admil^rs ship aiM anotfii^r of 
1 12* gulis, and then i^etired, stf muVnal ei'i'or, arisitlg^ 
lirbm tdle darkness of the ili]gfht, oi^cksiobed a eonflvct 
ftetfween' those two eneniy *s sbipii, Wheh on^' of thetici: 
flTUdcfenly todt ilr(^; «be^ame^ rapidly eiltendbd lb the 
others and both blew tl^ witik theiossof abbiit 2000 
nAem This mektnchioly abcident dtseoaHsig^d^ Litioi^ 
atid^ MS' assfociates^ and* tended' to accelerated ttieii^ 
^etreat.^ The 8feit» AntWnio, of 7^4' guns, W^s iSakfeb'; 
but^ th^ Fottttidslble baffled> a severe attack fi^tti^^ap- 
tain Hoold, whose ship strutik upon a*i^dk, and was 
Wifh> difficulty fowed> off irt ^' dii^bted state. ThH 
^lienty I'^teehed' O&diz witHout fUrther nidlestatibri ; 
and the English admiral sailed with his prfze to 
Cribraitan Thus^ ended' ah actioti* ih which the supe- 
riority of the- einemy Wasr imnleri^; and Sir James 
JBaumarez* was gratified' with th^ thanks of the two 
Hbuses of Farliaitfent, and rewarded with a pension 
of 1200/. per* anniimi 

1%1'tlie course df this'y^r, Gaptfcin RoWley Baltieet, 
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la the Bdliqueux^ with a convoy of East TndiameDt 
which were mistaken by the enemy for men of war, 
captured two French frigates in the neighboarhood of 
Brazil, forming part of a squadron which had com- 
mitted great depredations on the coast of Africa. 
The fleet under Vice-admiral Rainier in the East 
Indies seized a number of valuable prizes, particu- 
larly two Dutch ships in the neighbourhood of Java. 
Captain T* Manby, in the Pourdelois, belonging to 
Rear-admiral Duckworth's detachment in the West 
Indies, nearly about the same time dispersed a small 
armament fitted out by Victor Hughes for the purpose 
of intercepting the outward-bound convoy. In the 
Hediterranean a most severe action was fought on the 
10th of February, between the Phoebe, Captain R. 
Barlow, and the French frigate L' Africaine, < the 
commander of which, though incapable of contending 
with the British vessel, would not yield until his ship 
became a mere wreck, with five feet water in her 
hold; all her guns were also dismounted^ and his 
decks crowded with the dying and the dead ; the 
number of the latter amounted to 200, and the wound- 
ed to 143, while the loss on board the Phoebe attiount- 
ed only to one killed and twelve wounded. Lord 
Cochrane, in the Speedy sloop, of 14 four-pounders, 
and 54- men and boys, performed a brilliant exploit, 
by boarding and capturing the Spanish Zebeck fri- 
gate, of 32 guns, and 319 seamen and marines, off 
Barcelona, 

The most interesting exploit of this campaign yet 
remains to be noticed. On the 2d of August, Lord 
Nelson hoisted his flag as vice*admiral of the blue on 
board the Medusa, and proceeded with two sail of the 
line, two frigates, and several smaller vessels, to Bou- 
logne, whe,Fe the French had assembled a great num- 
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ber of gun^boats, armed brigs» and lagger*-rigged flats. 
Perceiviog that twenty-four of these were anchored 
in ajine in front of the harboar, a signal was hoisted^ 
on which the bombs weighed with a favoai^le wind, 
and threw their shells with such effect/ tliat in the 
course of a few hours, three of tHe flats and brigs Were 
sunk, and six driven on shore. Lord Nelson was of 
opinion that the remainder of the flotilla might be 
captured by a bold and well concerted evoiulion, to 
be performed by the boats of- his squadron, and ac- 
cordingly directed the expedition to be undertaken i>n 
the night of the 15th of August, by five divisions, one 
of which carried howitzers, under the comniahd of 
Captains Somerville, Cotgrave, Parker, Jones, and 
Conn, of the royal navy. Parker's division fii^ 'ap^ 
preached the enemy, and began the attack with un- 
daunted bravery ; but an unforeseen obstacle ba£Bfed 
his iBi^ertions : a very strong netting was traced lip to 
the lower yards of the French vessels, which were 
firmly fastened with chains- to each other, as well as 
to the ground ; and so irresistible was the foe, thus 
guarded, that two^thirds of the crew of the boat: in 
which he acted were repelled, in attempting to board 
a large brig, by a tremendous discharge of cannon 
and niusketry. A shot carried away the leg and part 
of the thigh of the gallant captain, who afterwards 
died of his wounds. The other divisions separating, 
and not arriving at the same time, only one lugger 
wais brought ofi*, while several boats of the assailants 
were sunk or taken, with a^ considerable loss in killed 
and wounded. 

Whilst every shore re-echoed with the thunder of 
hostility, the inhabitants of both France and ISngland 
had become heartily tired of the war. For some time 
past ah active intercourse had taken place between the 
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tara goveffAwents^ EHags off traw and' of defiasee 
iMire susfeuaUy displayed air tile namie trnie, and in the 
matm itnit/; so that wbilr Bcmlogne audi Dunkifk 
.were- hmtahap d t d nmd. blockaded by hostile scfoadroiMi^ 
the pootarof Xkonmr ani^ Calais were frequentfy tisited 
hy the packet-bDats* and the wesHengers of tie courts 
of &L Jwnes^s and the TkoillerieSr Th€ neg^ociatiiM 
had) bc»ncaiiriedloniinLonckNfvbetwieen Lord Ha^irkec^ 
hnivfv <^ ^ <)>>^ hand^ and Louis Willkin Otto, who 
had been, some* time resident m this courrtry as a eoai- 
onssary for the exahan^ o£ prisoners^ on the other ; 
ifae fbarmcB^ by a^ deportuns fron the: esliablishali rulM 
of dfiplomatie etiquette, having consented to» reduce 
hims^i to^a lerat MQth apidi^ate citieen^of France. It 
faiud eaiitinned daring* the whole' ofl thesttMnier.; and 
ini itSv progvessi maaj hnpedimentst arose, and^ some 
oomms disGUssions took place, nelhtive. tD> the hbenty 
of the pMss in this country, which' Buonaparte, fear- 
fill that) it mighte be- employed, to expose^ his -own cha- 
sactor, wishedito restrain;: but with e^iiery disposition 
totooneede^asfar asposuUe, luord Hawfcesbuvy re<<^ 
sist&d) every attempt ta encnvoch on that freedbm^of 
disaussion^. tbi whidi' much of the exoelletioe' of the 
BistiA constitution mayfairly be^iscribed. At lengthy 
the" oabinnt oft Paris^ haii^ing reoei^d Mbnon's difi^ 
pBtcbea> fromi Egypt, hastened the concliision of the 
busineoKj and^ on« the Ist of October, liie prelimina-^ 
ties wess:' signed by Eordi Hawkeshmy and' M« Ottl>* 
Thisfintdligeiicer w«^s immediately commonicated' in 
^nate to the ILord Mayor, and difibsed general satis- 
faction throughout the whole kingdom. At* the end 
of eloTten days^ the ratificatton of the preliminary treaty 
an.the:part of the firist consul^wa^ brought from Paris 
byOolon^l'Lauriston, w4lo,^ as well as'the French ple^ 
nipotontiary, was drawn through the streets of this 



1801.1 GS}OR&B THE TKUIJDt. 316 

metropolis in bis carriage bjr the populace. Bjf Hhb 
treaty Greiit Britain restored to France s^ her ietiliei 
every possessioii or colony taken from them«during the 
war^ with the exception of the Spanish island of Tri- 
x^idad, aod the Dutch settlementa at Ceykii. The 
Cape of Good Uofie was to become a free port,^ and 
Maita was to be re«t<H>ed to the order^ bul under ik» 
express guarantee and pr<^ection of a third power^io 
be fixed upon in the definitiTe treaty^ In order to 
bring that treaty to a speedy conclusion^ Lord Corn* 
waUi^ was dispatched to France. Amiens w^as the 
lM^*#ne of negociation appointed by the Brsit coiishI | 
und his brother, Joseph Buonaparte, received the full 
pow^r tp treat with the British plenipotentiary. Ixi 
the course of the discussion which ensued, frei^ diffi«* 
eulties were started by Fraitoe, and fresh demanids 
preferred, which occasioned so amcb delay, that i^ 
was supposed .by many that war would be renewed* 
On the 9dtb of March, 1803, howeTCf , noAtters wera 
finally arranged, and the seal was put to the tcetiy of 
Amiens, which differed from the preltminartes oaljr 
in the following points : a part of Portuguese Gniana^ 
was given up to the Frem^h by a new a^jiistflftent of 
boundariea : with regard, to Malta^ it was stipalated 
tbat no French or £nglibih langue, or class of knights^ 
shofild be allowed ; that one half of the soldiers i* 
garrison should be natives^ and that the: rest should be 
^rnish^d for a time by. the King of Naples ; that the 
ijidependence of the island, under the sway of the 
i^nights, should be guarantied by France, Gnsat Bri- 
taia» Amutria, Spain, Bussia, and Frofssia; and that 
its porfas; sboigJd be free to all nations. U waa agi eedt 
thai; the Pvioce of Orange shoirid reK^ive compensaf* 
tion for bia losa of property and of pow». Persona 
who might, hereafter be accused of jmirdi»r, forgevyy 
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and fraudulent bankruptcy, were to be surrendered to 
the demands of each of the respective powers. 

Thus ended the revolutionary war, in the defeat of 
all the hopes and expectations which had been formed, 
of indemnity for the past, and of security for the fu- 
ture i and in the accomplishment of all those gigantic 
plans of subversion and conquest, which had been 
conceived by the first founders of the French repub. 
lie, and pursued, with unremitting activity, by all her 
successive rulers. By the peace of Amiens, a great 
part of the continent of Europe was laid prostrate at 
the feet of JPrance ; and French influence remained 
predominant- from the Grerman Ocean to the Bay of 
Naples. In short, jacobinism triumphed ; her child 
and champion established his ascendency; her firmest 
advocates were honoured and rewarded ; and the stamp 
of success was given to her boldest projects. Not one 
of the. objects which the princes originally confedo- 
rated against France professed to have in view, was 
attained ; on the contrary, her power was extended, 
her territories were enlarged, her influence was in- 
creased, and her principles had surmounted every 
obstacle opposed to their progress. Her government, 
it is true, had assumed a new form, less terrific in 
appearance than the murderous system of Robespierre 
and his sanguinary associates, but in reality more 
despotic. A military tyranny, formed out of the ele- 
ments of jacobinism, destroyed every veistige of civil 
liberty, and imposed the most galling and odious fet- 
ters on the minds, as well as the persons, of the people. 
England, indeed, had escaped the yoke to which the 
powers of the continent had, in a greater or lesser 
degree, submitted. She had secured her constitution 
and her government from the effects of that re vol u* 
tionary poison which had destroyed so many ancient 
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institutions, and bad subverted so many thrones. She 
bad even enlarged ber dominions, by the acquisition 
of an important settlement in Asia, wbicli afforded 
•h^r the long sought for advantage of a safe and com- 
modious harbour in the Eastern Ocean, and by an 
island in the West Indies, of .consequence more from 
its relative situation to the Spanish Main, than from 
^.its produce or probable revenue. She :had also kept 
inviolate her faith with hto allies, and bad preserved 
her national character pure amidst surrounding cor^ 
ruption; but here ends the catalogue of her advan- 
tages } in every other point she had completely failed. 
None of the objects which she had piMnsned^in comr 
mon with the other powers of Europe had the hemoL 
able to attain ; she had bounteously opened her .trea«- 
aures to those who fought against reyolutionary anan- 
chy ; sh^ had made every exertion which her spirit 
could suggest, and her rei^urces command ; and iiad 
h«r allies but displayed equal vigour and resolutioD, 
their united efforts must have been crowned wilh 
auccess. All ranks and descriptions of men,.however9 
bailed the return of peace with extraordinary ma«kf 
of joy. 
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.Thjb. second seission of the Imperial Parlinm^t of 
Gr^t Britain and Ireland was opened onttfae 3&ik of 
October, IBOl ,>by the King in person, w^o in a speech 
from the throne announced the favourable conclnsioo 
of the negociation for peace, and declared his satis* 
faction', that the difference Ivbich existed with the 
nocthern powers hud been adjusted^ by a convention 
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with the Emperor of Russia, to which the Kings of 
Denmark and of Sweden had expressed their readi- 
ness to accede, and by which the essential rights for 
which we contended were secured. He then pro- 
ceeded to state, that preliminaries of peace had also 
been ratified between himself and the French repub- 
lic ; and he trusted that this important arrangement, 
while it manifested the justice ^nd moderation of his 
views, would ^so be found conducive to the substan- 
tial interests of this country, and honourable to the 
British character. In the Upper House, the address 
was moved by Lord Bolton ; and the Duke of Bed- 
ford, in a speech containing much censure of the late, 
and praise of the present administration, declared his 
cordial concurrence in the address, which was agreed 
to without a dissentient voice. 

In the Lower House, Mr. Pox expressed the sanoie 
sentiments of approbation respecting the peace, in 
which he was warmly seconded by Mr. Pitt, who de- 
scribed it as glorious and honourable. After the con- 
tinental alliance had been dissolved, he said, nothing 
remained for ^ us but to procure just and honourable 
conditions of peace for ourselves and the few allies 
who had not deserted us. When it became a mere 
question of terms, he was much more sinxious as to 
the tone and character of the peace, than about any 
particular object which should come into dispute. As 
long as the peace was honourable, he should prefer 
accepting terms even short of what he thought the 
eountry entitled to, to risking the result of the nego- 
ciation by too obstinate an adherence to any particular 
poipt. On the other hand, Mr. Windham, the late 
secretary at war, avowed his entire disapprobation of 
the preliminary treaty recently signed wita France, and 
dadlared himself to be a solitary mourner in the m|dst 



1801«] GSORGB THE THIRD. 319 

of public rejoicings. In signing that treaty he thought 
that his honourable friends, the present ministers, had 
signed the death-warrant of the country. Mr. Sheri* 
dan, adverting ,to the terms in which Mr. Pitt^ad 
spoken of the peabe, said he could not agree that the 
conditions were glorious and honourable. It was, in 
his opinion, a peace of which every one was glad, but 
no one proud. The motion was finally carried with 
the same uoanimity as in the Lords: 

The subject of the preliminary treaty was taken 
formally into consideration by the Lords on the' 3d of 
November, and a decided opposition to the terms of 
the peace was expressed by Earls Spencer, Caernarr 
von, and Fitzwilliam, the Marquis of Buckingham, 
the Bishop of St. Asaph, and Lord Grenville. The 
speech of the latter nobleman comprehended all the 
most powerful objections to the treaty. After draw- 
ing a parallel between the two contracting parties,^ 
and appreciating the acquisitions of France, he ob- 
served that on our*side we had to boast successes no 
less brilliant and striking. We had multiplied our 
colonies, and our navy rode invincible. We had' cap*' 
tured Malta, oecupied Minorca, and shut up the Me^ 
diterranean against the navies of France and .Spain. 
In the East Indies we had every thing except Bata* 
via ; and that possession would have been ours, but it 
was not worth the cost of an expedition. We hadthtt 
Cape of Good Hope ; if not the only, at least an im- 
portant key to the £!ast. We possessed the most den 
sirable of the W$st India islands, and on the continent 
of South America, the valuable settlements of Surinam 
and D^merara. Colonial acquisitions, if not the main 
objects of the war, were yet highly, essential, as they 
enabled us to cripple the maritime strength of the 
enemy by contracting her commerce 3 and if the con- 

8 s 2 



830 HlflfTORY OF SNOLANB. [1801. 

lioeiit of EoMpe coald not have been restored to itt 
lormer state^ Chey^ ought tp* have been retained as a 
counterpoise to the. power of France. In the West 
Indies we had ceded all our conquests except Trini^ 
dad; and for this we had given in exchange the va- 
luable idand of Martinique. In the Mediterranean, 
where we possessed every thing, we had given up all 
except Gibraltar. Malta we had surrendered, and 
had reserved its future protection for subsequent dis- 
cussion; yet no arrangement respecting that island 
could replace us in the situation in which we stood 
before the war. As the treaty did not specify who 
the protecting power was to be, it would be indeco- 
' rous in him to say more upon that subject ; but in luiy 
contest with that power, he would hold this important 
fortress as a pledge for our acquiescence in any de- 
mands which might be made. Having noticed the 
unsatisfactory guaranteefor Portugal, and the omission 
of an effectual stipulation for Naples, he observed', 
that if we had negociated on a footing of equality, he 
saw no reciprocity ; all the sacrifices were made on 
our part, and none on that of the other contracting 
parties. If the peace was not a measure of necessity, 
was it, he asked, one of security ? In his opinion 
onr danger was greater than ever. He would not 
Mppose the threat of invasion to influence it ; but if 
it did, that threat would be repeated whenever the 
enemy had a point to carry. By the peace we had 
removed every security which we before possessed, 
Malta, Minorca, the Cape of Good Hope, Cochin, 
all were surrendered ;> and our only security was the 
word of the government of France. 

The treaty was defended by the Lord-Chancellor, 
the Buke of Bedford, Earls Moira, Westihoreland, 
and St. yii)icent^ Lords Hobart and Pelhami and the 
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Bishop of London, who argued that we had entorsd 
into the contiest to gnard the country against prin-^ 
ciples which had been designedly propagated for thfe 
purpose of overturning the constitu|;ion, but which no 
long^ existed to any alarming extent ; liie cession of 
Maltst could not endanger our security in theMedi* 
terranean, since the isle was to be placed under the^ 
guarantee of a third power ; and there was no use in 
maintaining a naval station there, if we could not 
command the commerce of tliat sea. Martinique 
would have been retained in preference to Trinidad, 
had it been possible ; but as that object was unattain* 
able, was it necessary to recur to the alternative of 
spending 30,000,000/. more, that ministers might be 
able to ask themselves, that day twelve-months, how 
many more years were to pass away before peace 
could be made ? On what terms,' it was asked, would 
the opponents of the treaty consent to a peace ? The 
restoration of the ancient monarchy of France was 
doubtless a desirable object ; but if the existing go*' 
vernment of that country was an evil, how was it to 
be removed ? It could not be done widiout a great 
coalition of the European powers; and when such a 
combination did exist, it was able to effect nothing. 
On the othfer hand, to have insisted on carryings on 
the war until France should be reduced within her 
ambient limits, woilld have been, on the part of minis- 
ters, a criminal waste of blood and treasure. The 
present peace might not be glorious, but it was one 
which would secure the substantial interests of the 
country. The address was carried by 114 against 10. 

On the same day, a similar address was mov»ed in . 
the House of Commons ; which, after consideraJ^e 
discassion, was agreed to without a division. 

On the 13th of November^ the articles of the treaty 
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with Jlossia having been laid before the House of 
Peers, the Earl of Darnley moved an address of 
thanks and approbation to the throne. This address 
was vehemently opposed by Lord Grenville, who 
condemned the treaty in almost all its provisions ; 
and, from the tenor of his lordship's remarks, it was 
obvious that no accommodation with the northern 
powers could have taken place, under the adminis- 
tration which had recently been dissolved. The 
question was carried in both Houses, without a divi- 
sion. 

When Parliament assembled, after the Christmas 
riecess, the chancellor of the exchequer called the 
fittention of the House to certain papers before them, 
relative to the civil list, by which it appeared that 
the pecuniary affairs of the Sovereign were again 
deeply in arrears ; and a committee was appointed to 
examine the accounts now presented to the House. 
In the course of the discussion, Mr; Manners Sutton, 
solicitor to the Prince of Wales, advanced a claim of 
right on the part of the prince against the (^rown, or 
mther against the public, for the amount of the reve- 
nues of the. duchy of Cornwall, received during his 
minority, and applied to the use of the civil list, 
wliich must otherwise have been supplied from other 
sources. Mr.' Fox declared strongly in favour of the 
equity of lliis claim, but admitted that the sums voted 
for the, payment of the Prince's debts ought to, be 
deducted from the balance accruing to the Prince. 
On the 29th of March, 1802, the report of the com- 
mittee was taken into consideration, when it app^red 
that a, debt amounting to no less, than 990,000/. had 
been contracted since the .passing of Mr. Burke's 
reform bill, exclusive of the arreats discharged in 
the years 1784 and )786, and since that' time the 
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provisions of the bill had been >¥holly neglected. 
After a long and animated discussion, this sum was 
voted by the House : but the chancellor of the exche- 
quer allowed that measures pught to be taken to pre- 
vent in future any such acqumqlation of debt. Two 
days after, Mr. Manners Sutton moved for the a[>- 
pointment of a committee, to inquire what sums were 
due to the Prince of Wales from the arrears of the 
revenues arising from the duchy of Cornwall. The 
chancellor of the exchequer considered it as incon- 
sistent with his duty to concur in this motion. As to 
the legal question, he did not pretend to decide upon 
it; but he thought the discussion ought not to be 
entertained in that House ; not at least till it app^ar^ 
ed in proof, that on application for redress, supposing 
the wrong to exist, relief could not be obtained else- 
where. He concluded by moving the order of the 
day, which was carried by 160 against 103. 

On the 29th of March, the chancellor of the ex- 
chequer gave notice of his intention to repeal the tax 
upon income. He acknowledged the burden of it 
to be very grievous, though the necessities of the 
state had rendered its ad jiption necessary ; but as this 
impost was originally proposed as a war tax, it should 
cease with the occasion that had given it birth. Oh 
the 5th of April, the plan of finance for the year was 
brought forward. The inc6me-tax had been mort- 
gaged by Mr. Pitt, for the sum of 56,445,000/. three 
per cents, for which the present minister, in conse*-, 
quence of the repeal of this tax, was obliged to make 
provision. The loan for Great Britain he stated at 
23,000,000/. j the capital in the different funds, creat- 
ed by the conversion of 8,500,000/. of exchequer bills 
into stock, previously^ to the Christmas recess, wjus 
1 1 ,238,062/. and the aggregate sum appeared to be 
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.no leas than 97^34^137/. the interest of which was 
stated at 3^62,000/. To defray this enormous de- 
mand, very heav^ additional duties were imposed on 
beer, malt, and hops. A considerable increase was 
ako made to the assessed taxes ; and the last article 
to which ministers had recourse at this crisis was a 
tax on imports and exports, being a modtfication of 
the convoy duty. The produce of the new duties 
combined he estimated at 4,000,000/. an excess which 
compensated for the deficiency of divers of the taxes 
imposed in the course of the war. In the prognass of 
the business of the revenue, the chancellor of the 
exchequer proposed and carried into effect several 
important alterations in the sinking fund bills of Mr. 
Pitt. The last or new fund, provided for liquidating s 
the debt contracted since the year 1 780, was much 
larger than the original fund established for the li- 
quidation of the old debt, contracted before that 
period* These two funds the minister proposed to 
jconsolidate, . and to perpetuate, till the whole of the 
debt, both old and n§w, should be completely liqui- 
dated. Theoriginal fund had nowarisen to 2,534,187/. 
and the new ta3,275,148/.naaking together 5,809,330/. 
The debt contracted previotisly to the year 1786 
MBdunted to something more than 259,000,000/. and 
.the new debt amounted to nearly 300,000^000/. some- 
thing less than 40,000,000^ having been redeemed by 
ihe old, and upwards of 20,000,000/. by 4fae operation 
of tite new fund. The whole. of the existing funded 
debt, including the loan of the ptesent year, was con- 
sequently about 540,000,000Z.and the interest amoulbt- 
^d annually to the vastBUm. of upwards of 17,000,000/. 
The t^hancellor of the Irish exchequer soon after 
-lirQUght forward the business of finance relative to the 
revenue of that kingdom. -It. appealed from the Mate- 
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ment presented to the House, that the debt of Ireland 
had ariseni within the iast ten years, from 2^300,0001, 
to 36,000,000/. paying an interest for the most part of 
six per cent The deficiency of ways and means, when 
compared with the supplies, was 1,660,000/. which 
sum he proposed to raise by loan, in addition to a for- 
mer one of 2,000,000/. which the contractors for the 
English loan had agreed to furnish upon the same 
terms. Mr. Corry at the same time proposed several 
new taxes, necessary to defray the interest of these 
new loans, which were agreed to. 

Mr. Adding^n moved, on the Oth of April, for a 
bill to continue till the 1st of March, 1813, the re- 
strictions on payments in specie at the bank, a motion 
that was carried with little opposition. Three days 
afterwards, a vote of censt^re on the former adminis- 
tration was formally moved by Sir Francis Burdett ; 
but as a censure upon that body, by the present 
House, would have been a sentence of self condem- 
nation, there was little prospect of its success. Lord 
Belgrave moved, as an amendment, that the thanks of 
the House be returned to his Majesty^s late ministers,v 
for their eminent services, in the exertions they made 
to preserve to us unimpaired the blessings we enjoyed . 
during the whole4>f the late contest. The speaker having 
suggested an irregularity, the amendment was, at the 
request of Mr. Pitt himself, withdrawn ; and the origin 
nal proposition was negatived by a majority of 246 to 
39. A motion yet more strange was made on the 7th of 
May following by Mr. Nichol, for an address to his 
Majesty, thanking him for the removal of the Right 
Hon. William Pitt from his councils, when Lord Bel^ 
grave again moved an amendment, expressive of the 
high approbation of that House respecting the cha- 
racter and conduct of the^ate minister and his col- 

VOL. Ilf . , 2 T 



326 HISTORY OV SNGI.AND. [l802. 

leagHes. Mr. Fox declared himself unable to sup-^ 
port either motion : he could not vote thanks for the 
dismission of the late minister, till that dismission watf 
ascertained ; and this was a matter of doubt, as it was 
alleged by Mr; Pitt and his friends that he was hot 
dismissed, but voluntarily resigned, from inability t0 
realize his plan of Catholic emancipation. The mo- 
tion of Lord Belgrave was carried by more than four 
to one ; as was also a second motion, by Sir Henry 
Mildma^^^ that the thanks of the House be given to 
the Right Honourable William Pitt. 

These attacks on the character of Mr. Pitt seemed 
to increase hin^ popularity. His birth-day was cele* 
brated in the city of London with g^eat enthusiasm^. 
Earl Spencer, late first lord of the admiralty, presided 
in the chair, and in his glowing admiration of Mr. 
Pitt, gave as a toast to the company met to celebrate 
his birth : " The pilot who weathered the storm." 

Sir John Mitford, the speaker of the English Hous^ 
of Commons, having vacated his chair by accepting 
the office of Lord-Chancellor of Ireland, in the room 
of Lord Clare deceased, with the title of Lord Redes- 
dale, the speaker's chair was conferred on Charles 
Abbot, Esq. a lawyer of eminence and activity in 
business, and who had the merit of possessing an inti^ 
mate acquaintance with the forms and usages of the 
House. Shortly afterwards, Francis, Duke of Bed- 
ford, after an illness of a few days' duration, died at 
Woburn Abbey, not having completed the 37th year 
of his age. An admirable eulogy upon his character 
was delivered in the House of Commons, by his friend 
Mr. Pox. Nearly at the same period, died the Chief 
Justice of England, Lloyd, Lord ILenyon. This noble 
judge was warm in his temper, honest in his inten*- 
tions, learned in his profession, and impartial in his 
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{idminiRtration of public justice. He was succeeded 
by the attomey-genera], Edward Law, who on this . 
4>ccasion was raised to the peerage, under the title of 
Lord Eilenborpugh. 

On the 13th of May, the grand debate relative to 
the definitive treaty of peace came on in both Houses 
of Parliament, when its stipulations and provisions 
were attacked and defended with more than ordinary 
-ability. In respect to Malta, the bone of contention 
which so materially tended to involve the world in 
that destructive warfare which was shortly renewed. 
Lord Grenville observed, that few things could be 
more absurd ihan to place that island under the gua- 
rantee of six powers, who could not be expected to 
'agree on any one point relating to it; and as tote- 
storing it to the order of St. John, that was still more 
absurd ; for how could it be said that such an order 
was in existence, when almost all their funds had been 
confiscated. The expenses of the order of Malta, 
chiefly in fortifications and garrisons, oh an average 
of the last ten years, had been 130,000/. per annum. 
Their revenues from the island of Malta amounted to 
^nly 54,000/., and only 8000/. came into the coffers 
of the knights. Of the revenues which supported the 
order, Prance, at the time of tbe suppression of the 
French langue, had confiscated 58,000/. annually, and 
Spain 27,000/. The property of the order in Lom- 
bardy and Piedmont had also been coniiscated, so that 
of their former income of 180,000/. only 27,000/. was 
now left, a revenue evidently insufiScient ta keep up 
ihe fortifications, or maintain the security of the 
island. The order of Malta was therefore extinct as 
a power, and must necessarily come under the in- 
fluence and into the pay of France. In adverting to 
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other points of the treaty, he observedf that our so- 
jfeveignty in India had not beeii recognised, while the 
Cape of Good Hope, a station of the first importance 
to that sovereignty, had been ceded. In the Medi- 
terranean, where our naval superiority was naost im- 
portant, we had dispossessed ourselves, not only of 
Malta, but of Minorca, and even of the isle of Elba, 
-which France wanted, merely to exclude us frbm the 
port of Leghorn. Every object of importance ob- 
tained by the valour of our navy had been ceded to 
France ; and ministers had at the same time disclaim- 
ed the plea of necessity for peace, which could alone 
have justified such enormous sacrifices. He conclud- 
ed a most severe and elaborate investigation of the 
terms of the treaty, by moving that an humble ad- . 
dress should be presented to his Majesty, acknow- 
ledging his prerogative to make peace and war, but 
declaring that it was impossible for the House to see 
without alarm the circumstances that had attended 
the conclusion of the present treaty, by which sacri- 
fices had been made on the part of this country, with- 
out any corresponding concessions on that of France ; " 
that in the moment of peace France had exhibited 
indubitable proofs of the most ambitious projects; 
that these considerations imposed on government 
the necessity of adopting measures of precaution ; and 
that, whilst that House relied on his Majesty's wis- 
dom to be watchful of the power of France, they 
thought it necessary to assure him of their ready and 
firm support in resisting every encroachment on the - 
rights of the British empire. The treaty was cen- 
sured also by the Duke of Richmond, Earl Darnley, 
and Lord Caernarvon; and defended by Lords Auck- 
land, Pelham, and Hobart, the Lord- Chancellor, and 
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the Earls of Westmoreland and Boslyn. The mo- 
tion of Lord GrenviUe was at length negatiTed by 
122 against 16. 

Ob the same day^ the terms of the definitiye treaty 
underwent a discussion equally animated in the House 
of Commons. Mr. Windham, in a speech of peculiar 
energy, which occupied upwards of three hours in the 
delivery, attacked the stipulations of the treaty in all 
their parts ; concluding by moving an address simile: 
to that proposed in the House of Peers by Lord Gren- 
viUe. The debate was prolonged to a very late hour^ 
Lords Temple and Folkstone, IMr. Thomas GrenviUe, 
and a few others, passionately inveighing against the 
terms of the peace, which were on the other hand 
defended by the Whigs, though on grounds consider- 
ably different from those taken by ministers. Mr. 
Sheridan closed the debate with a speech of great 
animation. He remarked that the discussion of the 
necessary, though disgraceful treaty of peace, fun- 
nished the best defence of the conduct of those who 
had uniformly opposed the war. For bis part he 
supported the peace, because he supposed it the best 
that ministers could obtain. Their predecessors had 
left them to choose between an expensive, bloody, 
fruitless war, and a hollow, perilous peace. For the 
attainment of what object or purpose, Mr. Sheridan 
inquired, did we go to war? — To prevent French 
aggrandisement. Have we done that?— No. We 
were at least to rescue Holland. Is that accomplish- 
ed ? — ^No. But the recovery of Flanders and Brabant, 
we pronounced ^sine qua non. Are they recovered ? 
— No. Then came security and indemnity. Are 
they obtained ? — No. The late minister told us, that 
the example of a jacobin government in Europe, 
founded on the ruins of a holy altar, and the tomb of 
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~a martyred monarch, was a spectacle so dreadful and 
infectious to Christendom, that we could never be 
safe while it existed, and it was our duty to put forth 
our last effort for its destruction. For these fine ^ 
words, which had at last given way to security and 
indemnity, we had sacrificed nearly 200,000 lives, and 
Expended 300,000,000?. of money— and had gained 
Ceylon and Trinidad, which might henceforth be 
named the Indemnity and Security Islands. He ad- 
mitted the splendid talents of the late minister, but 
he had misapplied them in the government of this 
country. He had augmented our debt, diminished 
our population, abridged our privileges, and had dofte 
more to strengthen the power of the crown at the 
expense of the constitution, than any minister who had 
ever conducted the affairs of this country. The House 
at length divided on Mr. Windhain's address, when 
the majority in favoiu* of the treaty amounted to 276 

against 20. 

The remainder of the session was occupied by a 
great variety of public business, among which a most 
important act was passed for consolidating the exist- 
ing militia laws, and for augmenting that force to 
70,000 men, the proportion for Scotland being fixed 
at 10,000. The sum of 10,500/. was voted to Dr. 
Edward Jenner, for the promulgation of bis invaluable 
discovery of the system of vaccine inoculation, by 
which it was hoped ultimately to extirpate the small 
poX. A reward of 1200/. was also voted to Mr. 
.Henry Greathead, for the invention of the life boat ; 
and 5000/. to Dr. James Carmichael Smyth, for his 
discovery of the nitrous fumigation, for preventing 
the progressof contagious disorders. Oh the 28th of 
June, the last day of the session, the new speaker 
presented the money bilb to hi« Majesty, and on. the 
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day , folbwing* ParliameDt was dissolred by procla^^ 
mation* 

During the negociation of the definitive treaty, the 
French government determined to attempt the reco-* 
very of their colonks of St. Domingo and Gnadaloupe 
from the armed negroes by whom they were at pre- 
sent held. For this purpose, a strong military and 
naval force had been for some time preparing at the 
ports of Brest, Rochefort, and L'Orient ; and Buo* 
naparte found it necessary to transmit to the British 
government express assurances that its purpose was 
to take possession of the colonies, and suppress the 
insurrection. He sought to quell the revolutionary, 
spirit which his democratic predecessors had propa- 
gated in that quarter, and which had animated the 
negroes of St. Domingo under Toussaint L'Ouverture,^ 
and those of Guadaloupe under Pelagic, to assert and 
vindicate their claims to liberty and equality as mem- 
bers of the indivisible French republic. He was de- 
sirous fo put an end to a state of anarchy, which was 
pregnant with the most appalling dangers, not only 
to the French colonists, but to those of every oth^r 
European power. The British ministry, receiving 
these assurances^ consented to the sailing of the ar** 
mament Before the conclusion of the definitive treaty f 
and accordingly a fleet of eighteen French and five 
Spanish ships of the line, having on board 25,000 
troops under General Le Clerc, put to sea on the 14th 
of December. Admiral Mitchell, who was thbi|^sta« 
tioned at Bantry Bay, with seven sail of the lin^, wasr 
ordered to follow thern^ and observe their motions; 
but on learning whither they were destined, a mutiny 
broke out among the ■ men in some of the vessels, 
which, however, was sooil suppressed, and the squa>-> 
dron proceeded to the West Indies to reinforce the 
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protectiDg fleets on that station. Fourteen of the 
ringleaders were capitally condemned and executed. 
Whilst the rest of Europe was enjoying traaquil- 
lity» Switzerland became the scene of commotion. A 
new constitution being accepted by one party and 
resisted by the other, and bloodshed having ensaed, 
the Helvetic government was induced to solicit the 
mediation of France, when Buonaparte, availing him<» 
self of so plausible a pretext, sent an army into the 
country, and issued an arrogant proclamation, com-^ 
manding the senate to assemble at Berne, and to send 
deputies to Paris ; ordering at the same time all au^ 
thorities constituted aince the commencement of the 
troubles to cease to act, and all armed bodies to dis^ 
perse. The diet of Schweitz, however, as the supreme 
representative body of the Swiss union, remained at 
tlieir post, hoping for the interference of foreign 
powers ; but Great Britain alone manifested an inte- 
rest in their behalf. An English resident was sent to 
Constance, empowered to promise pecuniary assist- 
ance if the people were determined to defend their 
country ; but the approach of the French troops had 
•compelled the diet to dissolve; Aloys Reding, and 
other patriots, were arrested and imprisoned ; and 
the independence of Switzerland, which had bee& 
^arantted in the treaty of Luneyille, was annihilated 
by the power whose mediation she had solicited* In 
September Piedmont was formally annexed to France, 
tkiid Turin, its capital, was degraded into a provincial 
^tty of the republic. . In October the King of ^pjaln 
^ annexed to the royal domains all the property of the 
jsmgbts of Malta in bis dominions, and declared him* 
«elf grand-master of the order in Spain. This st^ 
was supposed to have been taken at the sViggestionof 
the French government. Thus the order of St. John 

«4 



1802.] GGOROS THB THlRf}. 333 

^was dimioished by the suppression of three langaes 
tliose of Arragon, Castile, and Navarre ; and thus was 
the treaty of Amiens vitiated, because that order was 
now no longer the corporate body to whom the island 
of Malta was to be ceded in full sovereignty. 

Buonaparte, ^ while using every eflTort to extend his 
influence abroad, was no less anxious to strengthen 
his power at home; andaproposal having been made ia 
the conservative senate that he should be declared first ^ 
consul fof* life, the question was referred to the people^ 
and carried by an immense majority. A second ques* 
tion, whether he should have the power of appointing 
his successor, was decided by the senate in the affirma- 
tive, and he was now an hereditary monarch in every 
thing but the name. He imposed a new constitution 
on Prance, by which he invested himself with the right 
of making war or peace ; of ratifying treaties ; of par- 
doning in all cases ; of presenting the names of the 
other two consuls to the senate ; of nominating all ii>- 
ferior officers ; of appointing, by his own authority, 40 
of the 120 members composing the senate ; and of 
prescribing to that body the subjects on which alone 
it was competent to deliberate. The other depart- 
ments of the state were equally subservient to his will ; 
so that having uttierlydestroyedtheliberty of the press, 
he might be said to govern the republic by means of 
an enormous standing army, and a numerous inquisi- 
torial police. Aware that to the former he was in- 
debted for his present elevation, he had for sometime 
contemplated the formation of a military order of no- 
bility, under the designation of the Legion of Honour^ 
and the legislature, in obedience to his will, decreed 
its establishment. The legion was to be composed of 
fifteen cohorts, and a council of administration ; each 
cohort to. consist of 7 grand officers, 20 commandants, 
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30 sabordiaate officers, aiu} 350 legionaries ; the first 
consul alwiiys to be the chieff and the members to be 
appointed for life, each with proportionate salaries* 
Joseph Buonaparte, the brother of the first consul, was 
elected grand-master. 

In the West Indies alone was Buonaparte at this 
period unsuccessful. He had, indeed, recovered Gua* 
d^iloupe, after a sanguinary resistance, and had at first 
met with some success in St. Domingo, Toussaint 
L'Ouverture having been induced to submit under pro- 
mise of pardon ; scarcely, however, bad he signed the 
capitulation, when, on a vague and improbable charge 
of conspiricig against the French government, be was 
seized in the mid$t of his family, and with them im- 
mediately shipped on board a frigate for France. 
Ou his arrival he was, without trial or-examination, 
thrown into prison, where the following year termi- 
nated his existence, and there is little doubt that he 
was privately put to death by order of the first con- 
sul. On the seizure of Toussaint, the negro generals 
Dessalines and Cbrislophe, who had also surrendered, 
justly fearing to share the fate of their unfortunate 
colleague, saved themselves by flight ; the insurgents 
again every where assembled ; the climate effectually 
aided their efforts, and General Le Clerc himself at 
length fell a victim to its malignity. General Rocham- 
btou siu^ceedf d to the command early i^ November, 
when a furi(^iis and bloody conflict recommenced ; the 
negpogenetats re<^overed possession of the whole island, 
excepting a few maritime towns and naval ports, of 
which the French with extreme difficulty n^intained 
possession, being assailed at once with the sword, 
disease, and famine ; and a country of inestimable 
value, which by measures Qf moderation and concili- 
ation, might in all probability have been preserved to 
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France, appeared irrecoverably lost. In Tobago, 
when intelligence arrived that the island was to be 
restored to France, the people of colour flew to arms, 
and determined to attack the British troops undel* 
Brigadier-g^eneral Camiichael, who had under his 
cottimand only 200 men ; but having gained intelli* 
gence df the plot, he seized thirty of the ringleaders^ 
and the French took possession of the island in virtue 
of the treaty of Amiens. In Dominica a tei^ibus alarm 
was created by the mutiny of an entire regiment of 
blacks, who, in the first transport of thetr fury, put 
to death Captain Cattieron and several other officer's ^ 
but they were at length totally routed. Whilst these 
contests prevailed, the French legislative body abro- 
gated the decree of the national convention, declaring 
that negro slavery in all the colonies Was abolished; 
and the slave trade was renewed with all the encou- 
ragement which this detestable traffic isnjoyed under 
the old French government. 

Towards the close of the year a treasonable plot 
was discovered, of which Colonel Edward Marcus 
Despard, whoiiad distinguished himself in the service 
of his country, was the head, and indeed the only in- 
dividual of any consid^eration in the conspiracy, 'the 
object was the death of the King, and the subversion 
of the constitution ; but the means by - which these 
traitorous designs were to be efiecte'd were so little 
adapted to the magnitude of the enterprise, that it 
seemed scarcely possible that the design should have 
originated with any man in a sane state of mind. On 
the 16th of November, the colonel and 29 labouring men* 
and soldiers were apprehended at the Oakley Arms 
in Lambeth ; and on the 7th of February, 1803, the 
former was arraigned before a special commission for 
higb*U*eason. After a trial which lasted nearly eigh. 
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teeD hoursi and in which very honourable testimoDy 
was given to the conduct of Colonel Despard as an 
olBficer, while in the army, by Lord Nelson, Sir Alured 
Clarke, and Sir Evan Nepean, he was found guilty, 
but earnestly recomniended to mercy, on account of 
the high testimonials to his former good character, 
and eminent services. On the 9th the court proceed- 
ed on the trials of twelve other prisoners, and* after 
an investigation which continued till the following 
morning, the jury retqmed a verdict of guilty against 
J6hn Wood, Thomas Broughton, John Francis, Tho- 
mas Newman, Daniel Tyndall, J. Sedgwick Wratten, 
WilKam Lander, Arthur Graham, and John Macna* 
mara; recommending Lander, Newman, and Tyn- 
dall, to mercy. ^Thomas Phillips and Samuel Smith 
were acquitted, and the charge against John Doyle 
was abandoned. On the 2l8t Colonel Despard, and 
the six accomplices not recommended to mercy, were 
executed with the usual forms in cases of high treason; 
and thus terminated a conspiracy so unexampled in 
the weakness and paucity of its means^ as to have 
been incapable of exciting that alarm which would 
fully justify the severity with which it was visited. 

The new Parliament assembled on the 16th of No- 
vember, and on the 23d the session was opened with 
a speech from the throne, in which the King observed, 
that in his intercourse with foreign powers, he had 
been actuated by a sincere desire for the maintenance 
of peace ; but that it was nevertheless impossible to 
lose sight of that established and wise system of po- 
licy by which the interests of other states are connect- 
ed with our own; and that he could not be indifferent 
to any material change in the relative condition and 
strength of those states. He expressed his conviction 
that Parliament would concur in the opinion, that it 
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was necessary to adopt those means of seeurity which 
were bei^t calculated to afford the prospect of preserv- 
ing the blessings of peace. The presage conveyed in 
this intimation was soon afterwards confirmed by pro- 
posals for augmenting the naval and military force of 
the country. The attention of Parliam^ent, .until the 
Christmas recess, was chiefly occupied by financial 
arrangements, and by a bill introduced into the House 
of Peers by Lord Pelbam, for appointing commis- 
sioners to inquire into frauds and abuses existing in 
the naval departments. 

Already the communications between France and 
England portended hostility. The extent of Buona^ 
parleys authority at home only served to render him 
more impatient of contradiction abroad ; and as he had 
succeeded in subduing all opposition in his own terri- 
tories, he had the presumption to imagine that he could 
as easily^ silence the voice of reproach in foreign coun- 
tries. The success, indeed, which had attended all 
his attempts in the different states of the continent^ 
seemed to justify this opinion. He had brought his 
negociations in Germany, consequent on the peace of 
Luneville, to a successfiil termination ; and, having 
rendered Russia and Prussia the tools of his power, 
made his will the law ; plundered, at his pleasure, the 
ecclesiastical princes of the empire, to iddemnify those 
whose territories he had seized on the French side of 
the Rhine, and taken care to reward, most amply, 
uiose wretched potentates who had displayed the most 
cowardly subserviency to bis interests. Among these, 
the petty sovereigns of Baden alid Wirtemburgh were 
raised by him to the! dignity of electors, as prepara- 
tory to their subsequent elevation to the rank of kings. 
He had been equally successful in reviving the ancient 
jealousy between the Prussian monarch and the Em- 
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peror of Oermany. The former of these 8overeigns» 
intent on the humiliation of a rival no longer formi- 
dable^ and on the partoit of petty schemes o( personal 
aggrandisement, enlarged the influence and power of 
an implacable enemy, and prepared the way for his 
owti destraction. In Italy, also, Buonaparte had 
assumed die sovereignty, under the denomination of 
President of Uie Italian republic, for such was the 
title now adopted by the Cisalpine republic. He had 
united the kingdom of Sardinia and the duchy of 
Parma to France ; and he had taken effectual means 
for rivetting the chains of Switzerland. Possessed of 
power so e:Ktensiye, and inflated by success so unex- 
pected, Buonaparte was little solicitous to afford 
proofs of a pacific disposition to the only enemy who 
had resisted his efforts with effect. In fact, the stand 
which England alone had made against his towering 
ambition, had severely galled his pride, and increased 
the inveteracy of his hatred. 

,With this disposition Buonaparte betrayed, in all 
his communications with the British cabinet, an over- 
bearing and insupportable pride* First to Otto, and 
afterwards to his ambassador. General Andreossi, he 
sent instructions to complain of the freedom of those 
animadversions, which the public writers of Great 
Britain passed on his character and conduct; and 
those complaints were reiterated as well by Talley- 
rand, as by the first consul himself, to Lord Whit- 
wortb, who, in November, 1802» repaired to Paris as 
ambassador to the French court. In all the commu- 
nicatiobs which took place on this subject, Buonaparte 
betrayed a petulance utterly incompatible with the 
new character which he had to support, and a pro- 
found ignorance of the laws and constitution of this 
country. He could not be persuaded, that the Bri* 
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tbh goveromeot were anable to exercise, over tlie 
pre$£(, the same unlimiteil power, the same boundless 
tyranny, which he himself exercised over every public 
writer throughout his vast dominions, ft was impose 
sibte to make him understand, that, in England, the 
ministers were subject to the same legal restraints as 
the lowest subject of the realm ; that th^y could prov 
ceed only according to the forms of law ; and that, if 
what th^ law deemed a libel should be uttered, or 
written, against the first potentate in £ur/)pe, he must, 
in order to punish the offender, have recourse to the 
saiB^ modes of proceeding which are prescri6ied to 
Englishmen themselves, under similar circumstances* 
Frqm general complaints, be descended to particu- 
lars; and. in the autumn of 1803, directed his agent, 
Otto, to prefer charges against certain English 
public writers, and against Peltier, who conducted 
a journal, in the French language, intituled L!Am^ 
,bijfu. Although, as Lord Uawkesbury had per- 
tinently observed, in his instructions to Mr. Merry, 
who was theii at Paris, the French press poured forth 
constant libels against the English government; libels, 
too, authorized by- the French cabinet; although 
Rheinhardt, the Jacobin representative of Buonaparte 
ayt Hamburgh, had violated the neutrality of the Se- 
nate, and had compelled them to insert a most vira-^ 
lent attack upon the English government, in the 
Hamburgh . paper ; although Buonaparte himself 
had publicly uttered similar libels ; and although, to 
use the words of Lord Hawkesbury,- it might, in^ 
deed, with truth be asserted, that the period which 
had elapsed since . the conctusion of th^ definitive 
treaty, had been marked with ^^ one continued sertesj 
of aggression, violence, ^nd insult, on the part of the 
French government ;*' so ardent was the desire of the 
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British ministers to gratify Buonaparte, and so averse 
were they from the adoption of any line of conduct 
which could h^ve even a tendency to produce a re- 
newal of hostilities between the two countries, that 
they instructed the attorney-general to file a criminal 
information against Peltier. The cause was tried be- 
fore Lord EUenborough, on the 21st of February, 
1803, and the defendant - was convicted; but the 
renewal of hostilities was allowed to secure him from 
punishment. At the very time when this extraordi- 
nary trial was pending, the difference between the 
tYi^o governments was such as to render hostilities 
unavoidable. At the latter end of February, Lord 
Whitworth had an interview with Buonaparte, in 
which the latter so far forgot himself, as personally 
to insult the British ambassador, and to threaten his 
government, in the presence of other diplomatic cha- 
racters. ' On this occasion he openly avowed his am- 
bitious designs, and clearly developed his views upon 
Egypt, whither he had dispatched a Corsican officer, 
named Sebastiani, in the ostensible character of a 
commercial agent, to seize every opportunity for 
promoting the French interest in the Levant ; boldly 
justified his unprincipled usurpations in Switzerland, 
Piedmont, and Italy, and peremptorily insisted on 
the immediate evacuation of Malta, as the sine qua 
nan of continued peace. By the treaty of Amiens, 
the Ring had stipulated to restore, within a given 
time, the island of Malta to the order of St. John, 
under the express guarantee of its independence and 
neutrality by the principal powers of Europe. Cir- 
cumstances, however, tending to destroy the inde- 
pendence lof the order itself, by depriving it of a 
eonsiderable portion of its revenue, had subsequently 
arisen, whick rendered it highly imprudent to carry 
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that article of the treaty into effects Besideft, the 
stipulation had been made with a reference to the 
relative situation of the contracting parties^ at the 
time of concluding the treaty. That situation had 
experienced a material change; by the fresh acquisi- 
tions of territory which Buonaparte had afterwards 
made, and by the consequent addition of power which 
be had secured. His intentions, too, to dismember 
the Turkish empire, and to monopolize the commcfce 
of the Levant, objects against which specific provi- 
sions were made in the treaty ^ were too notoriious not 
to call for measures of adequate precaution on tb^^ 
part of Great Britain, whose ministers, indeed, wera 
almost to blame for having carried a sj^stem of con- 
ciliation and concession to so great a length. At 
last, the inutility of every attempt to induce Buona- 
parte to listen to the claims of justice became so ob- 
vious, that the British ambassador received orders to 
return to England, and he accordingly left Pa^is on 
the 12tb of May, 1803; tlie declaration of the Bri* 
tish cabinet was published on the 18th. 

After the Christmas recess, the restriction of the 
Bank from payments in specie was again renewed, 
but. not. without considerable opposition, particularly 
in the House of Lords ; and on a message from the 
King, recommending the embarrassed state of the 
Prince of Wales to the consideration of Farliamfint^ 
a proposition was moved by Mr. Addington for grant* 
ing to his Royal Uighjoess, out of the consolidated 
fund, the annual sum of 60,000/. for three years and 
a half. This sum, though the Prince expressed his 
gratitude for the liberality of Parliament, was not 
su$cient to meet all his engagements, and Mr. Cal^ 
craft moved that he should be, enabled iftimediately 
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to resnme bin state mkI dignity, but it was rejected by 

184 to 139 ; and tbe original proposition passed nna'- 
nimoiisly. , 

On the 8th of March his Majesty^sent a message to 
Parliament, announcing that very considerable mill- 
taify preparations were carrying on in the ports of 
Franoe and Holland ; and that he had therefore 
jndged it expedient to ' adopt additional measmres of 
precaation for the security of his dominions. It wai» 
added, that though the preparations referred to were 
arrowediy directed to colonial service, yet as disease- 
sioas of great importance Were then subsisting be- 
tween his Majesty and the French government, the 
pesult of which must be nneertain, it waa necessary to- 
make such provision as circumstances might require. 
An address was unanimously voted, smd a^resolutkm 
was afterwards piassed for raising 10,000 additional 
seamen, including 3400 marines. A subsequent mes- 
sage to Parliament announced the King's intention to 
call out the militia j and, after some succeeding weeks 
of suspense, it was stated in another, on the 16th ef 
May, that the King had recalled hil» ambassador iVom 
Paris ; that the French minister had left Loticbn \ and 
that his Majesty bad given directions for laying be* 
fore the House of Commons, with as little d<»lay as pos- 
sible, copies of such papers as would' afford the fullest 
il^fsrmation at this impcH'tant conjuncture. The mes- 
sage was taken into consideration i¥» the House f)f 
Lords on th# 23d of May, wfaea Lord Pelhatn movisd 
thei address. The only question was, he observed, 
whether a distinct and l^gitim^to ground of war wa9 
established by the correspondence now on tbe table* 
Without going minutely . into these documents, he 
should briefly adv»t to the principal points in dispnte 
between the two governments; and, first, with^respect 



to Malta. It would be «ean from the papers on the 
table, that up to a given period, his Majesty's minis- 
ter^ had taken every step to carry into effect the pro* 
visions of the treaty relating to this island* It was 
about the 27th of January that the French gevern- 
ment began to press, iq a very peremptory manner, 
for its evacuation ; and it was about that period* that 
ministers thought themselves bound to demand some 
satisfactory explanations of the pretensions advanced, 
and the views disclosed, by the French goveriimetit. 
Circumstances then existed, which rendered it neces* 
sary to refer back to what had been the conduct of 
the first consul, from the period when the treaty was 
concluded. In the course of this view, the plain and 
intelligible inference was, that the conduct of the 
French government had been one constant series of 
acts totally inconsistent with a sincere desire to pre- 
serve the peace of the two countries. The answers 
retfn*ned by ministers to the complaints of the French 
government, regarding the liberty of the British press, 
the residence of the Bourbons, and the countenance 
afforded by this country to French emigrants, would 
be found in the correspondence, and he entertained 
a confident expectation that the language of minis- 
ters, on those subjects, was of a nature to meet with 
universal support and approbation. They had shown, 
his lordship said, the utmost reluctance to resort to 
any measure which might hasten a renewal of hostili- 
ties ; but the conduct of the French government could 
no longer be tolerated, consistently with the honour, 
d%nity, and safety of this country. War, then, had 
become inevitable ; and it was a war in which the 
national spirit ought to be exerted in every way 
which would demonstrate, to a proud and insolent foe, 
that while the people of England wereuiotsmxious for 
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9Q opportanity of taking oflence, they were- sensibly 
alive to the least impotation of dishonour, and deter- 
mined on pimifihing insnlts with the most exemplary 
Tengeance. The Dukes of Cumberland and Clarence, 
Lords Mulgravei Melville, Spencer, and others, spoke 
in favour of the motion, which was carried by 142 
against 10. 

The question was discussed in the Commons on the 
same day, and continued on the following. Lord 
Hawkesbury opened the debate in a very able speech, 
in which he enumerated all the subjects of complaint 
against France, and concluded with moving an ad- 
dress, assuring his Majesty of the just sense that 
House entertained of his anxious and uniform endea- 
vours to preserve to his people the blessings of peace ; 
and of their strong feelings of indignation that these 
endeavours had been frustrated by the re^less spirit 
of ambition and domination in the government of 
France. Mr. Rrskine combated the statements of 
Lord Hawkesbury, and was followed by Mr. Grey, 
who moved an amendment, limiting the address to 
assurances of co-operation, and an expression of the 
satisfaction with which the House received his Ma- 
jesty*s declaration, that he was willing to afford, as 
far as might be consistent with his own honour, and 
the interests of his people, every facility to any just 
arrangement, by which the blessings of peace might 
be restored. 

In supporting the address, Mr. Pitt expressed his 
conviction, that some system, far more vigorous and 
effectual than any which had yet been adopted,, would 
be found necessary, both in our finances, and in the 
preparation for national defence. On the provisions 
to be made for these two primary and paramount ob- 
jects, it would principally depend, in his estimation, 
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whether we could effectnally disconcert the fayourite 
projects^ and disappoint the main hopes, of our ene- 
mies. It was evident, that if they indulged themh 
selves in any expectation of success in the present 
contest, it was built chiefly on the supposition tlmt they 
eould either break the spirit, or 9hake the determina- 
tion, of the country, by harassing us with the perpe- 
tual apprehension of descent upon our coasts, or that 
they could impair our resources, and undermine our 
credit, by the effects of an expensive and protracted 
contest. To defeat the/first of these pilrposes, it was 
not, in bis judgment, sufficient to make those naval 
and military preparations which would prevent any 
invasion from being ultimately successful ; (an event 
which, he trusted, he was justified, in common with 
others, in considering as utterly impossible ;) but to 
make such vigorous and extensive arrangem^its for 
national defence, as might enable every individual to 
lay down his head in rest, in the persuasion and con- 
fidence that nothing was omitted which could enable 
us at once to meet and repel the danger, at any itao- 
ment, and in any quarter, in whieh it might threaten 
us. In'order to defeat the second, object, that o( 
wearing out our resources, Mr. Pitt trusted the Hous,e 
would, from the beginning, form a system of finance, 
not only with a view to the expense which might be 
necessary in the first year of the contest, but that they 
would look, at once, to the possibility of its being 
protracted to as long a period as that which had been 
lately terminated — that they would consider fully 
what, on the prdbable scale of the war, would be the 
whole extent of the burdens necessary to be imposed, 
on that supposition. He was persuaded, that it could 
only be by providing, at the outset,, means adequate 
to the whole extent of these purposes, that we could. 
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in fdoty prevent tfae oltimate aoftoatit of our expenses 
from being unneqeiaarily, and perhaps intolerably , 
•an^ente^ ; ^r (bat we could inwre the best chances, 
eiitiker of bringing the contest to a upeedy tooiidasion, by 
convinciag the enemy of oor ability to n^aintain it^ or 
of meeting its continued exigencies, if necesiary, 
witboot the atinqal recorr^ice of growing and accu- 
mulated embarrassments. He trusted, therefore, th^t 
ministers would feel the necessity of bringing both 
these points under consideration, with all practicable 
dispatch ; and that, if possible, not even a fwtnight 
might be wffered to elapse, without enabling Parlia- 
ment to adopt such measures as would convince both 
'France and the world, that we bad, from that houTf 
provided the means of supporting the force, and of 
defraying the expenditure, which might be necessary 
for the maintenanoe of our internal security, and for 
the vigorous and effectual prosecution of the war to 
any period to which it could be reasonably expected 
to extend. He was aware tliat these measures could 
JKNk be effected without extensive personal sacrifices, 
and great additional burdens, which must, in a cer- 
tain degree, affect the ease^ convenience, and even 
comfort of many classes of society. He lamented 
these consequences as much as any man ; but,, under 
the present circuBOfitances, a weak and timid policy 
would, perhaps, scarcely even postpone the monient 
when they would become indispensable for our exist- 
ence,* and would infallibly expose us to the certainty 
of a similar struggle, at no distant period, without 
those means which we now possessed, and with a di- 
minished chance of finally conducting it to a silccesa- 
ful issue. At that moment, we had not an option 
between tfae blessings of peace, and the dangers of 
war. From the fatality of the tinMs, sad the general 
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State of tba worlds Mr. Pitt ob^erred, we ttlciM cM-* 
mAer our lot as east^ by tbe decrees of ProTidence^ itt 
ft time of peril and trouble. He trusted the temper 
and th& eoorage of the nation would be cofrformstble 
to the duties which such a situation imposed ; that we 
should be prepared, collectively and individually, to 
meet it with that resignation and fortitude, Htt^^ 
at the same time, with that active zieal and exertion, 
which, in proportion to the magnitade of the crisis, 
might be expected from a brave and free pet>ple ; and' 
that we should remember, even in the hour of trial, 

« 

what abundant reason we had to be grateful to Fro-^ 
indence for the disttnetion which we enjoyed oVi^t" 
most of the countries of Europe, and for all ihe ad^ 
vantages and blessings which national wisdom dn<f ^ 
virtue had hitherto produced, and which it now *de-< 
pended on perseverance in the same just and honour^ 
able sentiments, still to guard and preserve. The 
address was agreed to, by 998 against 67. 

Mr. Fox, three or fimr days afterwards, moved anf 
address to his Majesty^ praying that he would be gta*^ 
ciously pleased to . avail himself of the disposition 
manifested by the En^perer of Russia, to mediate be- 
tween thts cttnntry and the French go vertiment, whielv 
might not only lead to the speedy and honourable 
termination of the preseut contest, but nright conduce! 
to the general tranquitfity 2tnd safety of Europe. 
Among the advantages which mnst reMlt from thtiK 
mediation, Mr. Fot particularly urged the consrdera-' 
tiow, tfbat if this country should be obliged to prbse*' 
cute the war for the attainment of any object witi^lv 
t^iat powerfnl and esteemed sovereign sfaouM approve. 
Great Britain would have the slirong support affi>rdedi 
by his approbation, which would carry with it the 
opinion df the worhik Lord Hitwlcesbiiry admitted^ 
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that an offer to mediate betweea Britain and France 
had already been made by Rnsiaa. The impre»- 
sion on the mind of the Emperor Alexander was, 
that there .was a certain degree of reluctance on the 
part of the two governments, to explain distinctly the 
points of mutual dispute ; and he had accordingly 
proposed, that the Russian ministers at London and 
Paris should interpose their good offices for facilitat- 
' ing this explanation ; but at the time this offer was 
made. Lord Whitworth was on the eve of quitting 
Paris, andt looking to an immediate termination of the 
discussions, ministers considered the offer as too loose, 
and too general, to be then adopted. At the same 
time, Uiey did not conceal from the court of St. Pe- 
tersburgh, and they were as little desirous of conceal- 
ing from the House, that with reference not only to 
the particular points in dispute between the two go- 
vernments, but to the establishmeiit of a guarantee for 
the general independence and security of Europe, 
they were ready to accept of the mediation of Russia. 
Mr. Fox, considering this explanation as perfectly 
satisfactory, withdrew his motion. 

At this time the existing ladministration were highly 
obj^xious to what was called the Grenyille party, and 
lid r. Pitt and his friends began to manifest towards 
them unequivocal niftrks of .coldness^ On the 2d of 
Juqe, Earl Fitewilliam moved,, in the Upper House 
of Parliament, a series of resolutions censuring the 
conduct of ministers, in withholding from Parliament 
information on the numberless aggressions and insults 
offered by the French govemnlent to this country, 
sip.ce the treaty of Amiens, and in holding out the* 
prospect of^ permanent peace, at a period when they 
must have been aware that the continuance of the 
religions of amity was, in the highest degree, imcer- 
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taiti and precariouiS^, Lord Miilgmv^^ to the infitiite 
mortification of ministens, moved^ ai^ an amendment, 
the adjournment of the Honse : both the drig'inal mo- 
tion and the amendment were, however, rejected by 
▼a«t majorities. A similar motion was mad^ oh the 
following day in the House of Commons, by Colonel 
Patten, and with similar Success. On the 6th of June 
Earl Pitzwilliam brought the subject again before the 
Houses and moved a number of resolutiotiii, varying 
in foriH, but in substance the same as those befor^ 
rejecti^ J the last of which stated that hi^ Majesty's 
ministers hdd proved themselves unworthy of the con- 
fidence of the Honse, and incapable 6f administering 
with advantage the puWic affairs of the country, in a 
crisis of such unexampled difficulty and danger. iJhe 
firat of these resolutions was negatived by 86 against 
Mi and the others without a division. 

The remainder of this session was chiefty occupied 
by subject* of finance, and with devising the meand 
of providing for the defence of the country against 
the threatened invasion. The first and most obvious 
measure was to render the militia, thte constitutional 
ilefence of the country, as effective as possible, and a 
bill for that purpose wds brought into the House of 
Commons, by the secretJiry at ^ar, on the 20th o^ 
May, which passed through its several stages without 
stny material oppdsition, But the militia being con* 
stdered inadei^uate to the defence of the realm, a 
message from the croWn was sent to Parliament oti 
the 18th df June, stating, that his Majesty considered 
it iitiportfint for the safety and defence of the nation, 
tiiat a large additional military force should be forth- 
with i^aiited and assembled, and it was reeommendi^ 
to both Houses to takis cRich mclaif^ures as should app^ay 
t<y be most effectilk? for accdmplishiiig this pui^oiie 
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with the least passible delay. A bill was immediately 
brought into Parliament for embodying a new species 
of militia, under the denomination of the army of re- 
serve, to consist of 50,000 men for England, and 
10,000 for Ireland, to be raised by ballot, and coo- 
fined to the defence of the united kingdom : the o£B- 
cers to be appointed from the regular army, and the 
half-pay list : all persons from the age of eighteen to 
forty-five to be liable to serve, with the exception of 
those who were exempt from the militia ballot, and 
such volunteers as were enrolled previously to the 
date of the last message of his Majesty : all poor per- 
sons having more than one child under ten years of 
age were also exempt : the persons composing this 
force to be allowed to volunteer into the regular army. 
On the 6th of July, this bill obtained the royal assent. 
But these measures of defence, however important, 
were only the precursors of one of the most gigantic 
magnitude, being no less than arming and training of 
the whole efifective male population of Great Britain. 
This project was presented to the consideration of 
Parliament on the 18th of July, and passed into a law 
by receiving the royal assent, on the 27th of the same 
month. This general enrolment, denominated the 
levy en mMse, was divided into four different classes ; 
the first comprehended all unmarried men between 
the ages of 17 and 30 ; the second, unmarried men' 
between 30 and 50 ; the third, all married men be-* 
tween 17 and 30, not having more than two children 
under ten years of age ; and the fourth, all under the 
age of 55, not comprised in the other descriptions. 
The different classes, who were to be trained and 
taught the use of arms in their respective parishes, 
were, , in case of actual invasion, liable to be called 
ont by his Majesty, in the orders' specified, to co*ope« 
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rate with the regular army in any part of the king- 
dom, and to remain embodied until the enemy shouM 
be exterminated or driven into the sea* 

On the 13th of June, the chancellor of the exche- 
quer brought forward the budget; he proposed to 
raise, by an increase of the customs, duties on sugar, 
exports, cotton, and tonnage, about 2,000,000/. an- 
nually ; and by new duties on the excise of tea, wine, 
spirits, and malt, 6,000,0002^ more.' He then pre- 
sented a plan of a tax on income, imposing a duty on 
land of one shilling in the pound, to be paid by the 
landlord, and ninepence in the pound, to be paid by 
the tenant, together with a tax of one shilling in the 
pound on all other species of income from 150Z. up- 
wards. The nett produce of this revived property 
tax was calculated at 4,700,000/., and the whole pro- 
duct of the war taxes at 12,700,000/. annually, to 
expire six months after the return of peace. In ad- 
dition to these grants the other taxes were continued, 
and the whole of the supplies voted by Parliament for 
^the service of the year 1803, amounted to upwards of 
41,000,000/. 

At this time the preparations for invading Britain, 
made by France, called forth a simultaneous burst of 
loyalty and patriotism from all classes and descrip- 
tion^ of persons j and in a very brief interval, upwards 
of 400,000 men in arms appeared ready to defend 
their native coasts. So numerous, indeed, were these 
voluntary armed associations, that it rendered the act 
for raising the levy en masse perfectly superfluous.^ 
Buonaparte viewed, with astonishment, this extraor- 
dinary display of national energy and patriotic feel- 
ing ; and though his preparations for invasion were 
continued, the intention of carrying them into effect 
is thought to have been secretly abandoned. - In ad- 
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ditioQ. to <;he gro^pd fleet at Bir^it, ifthich wai sopipo^ed 
to be destined, for the invasion of Irelaod, w uxuneose 
number of transports and guti-boat^ bad beeo ordered 
to be built, with the greatest expedition, inthe Fi^eiich 
ports, under the idea that some thousands of- thea^ 
might force their way across the Channel, in. spijke o£ 
the British , navy -, and, in the course of the year, a 
sufficient flotilla was assembled at Boulogne, to earry 
ov^r any ai;aiy that France might .think prop» to 
employ in this desperate enterprise. 

During the discussions in the House of Commons, 
Mr. Windham had taken occasion to express himself 
in terms of great asperity and contempt towards, the 
volunteer corps pf the c<mntry, whom, 00 one occai- 
siqn, he termed the depositaries of panic. To obviate 
any supposition that these sentiments were generally 
concurred in, Mr. Sheridan, on the 10th of Angwt, 
moved the thanks of the House to the volunteer and 
yepuianry corp^ of Great Britain, for the zeal and 
proniptitude v?ith which they had associated for ike: 
defence. of the country. He also moved, that; returns, 
of the different volunteer corps be laid before tb^ 
House, in order that they might be handed dtfwn to 
posterity, by being entered oh the journals. Both: 
■these mqtiqns were agreed to unapiwously ; and, on. 
tlie.l2th of August, this session was closed by a spec^ 
from the throne, on which occasion his Ms^ty.ex** 
pressed M^ satisfaction, at the eiiiergy and promptitude 
which had bee^n displayed in providing fodr the d^ence 
of the Coventry, and for the vigorous prosecution ofr 
the war ', assuring the House, at the same timet that 
as strict a, regard woidd be paid to economy in tba- 
public expenditure, as was consistent with the exer* 
tfons necessary to frustrate the designs, and weaken- 
the power, of the enemy. At this interesting period^ 
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hii^ Roy«L IIigbmOBs the PifiMe of WbUm- addrtased ai 
Utter to the prime. Biin^ter, urging opq^ him the 
propriety of ioYesting him with an efficient miUtary 
ranky and o£ placing him in a situation where bis ex- 
ample might contribute to excite the loyal energiea 
of the nation, and where his participation in the 
honours, and. dangers which awaited the brave de*« 
fenders of the country, might keep those enei^ies ia 
"vigorous activity. la reply to repeated applicationa 
on this, subject^ he was informed, that, should the 
implacable enemy so-. ^ succeed as^to effect & landf-^ 
'ing» his Royal Highness. would have an opponbinity. 
of showing bi& zeal atthe head of his regiment ; but, 
upon public grounds^ hisiMi^esty could never penub 
the Prince of Wales to conaider the army as a pro* 
fe^fioon,. or to allow of hifr being promoted in. the 
Sjerviceii 

In the cour^.of the session jost.termimuted, an.aab 
wafi pafisfid to reltkve the Roraim Galiidica from cer^ 
tain penalties ai|d disabilities to which they wera 
b^ore sul^ect, on subscribing the declaration andi 
oath contained in the a^t of tbe^ Slstof the reign ofj 
his present Majesty. An important addition waaalafi) 
made to tbei criminaMi^w of the, country. : by:aii)aotc 
introdnced into the Hbuse of Lwdi by Lord fillen« 
hQrough».and on that account, called the Sllenbo-* 
rough act, .any perwn guilty of maliciously shoetiiigf . 
ontttngf on stabbing^ with an intent, to. commits mmr^. 
derir aUhpi:^h death sbonld not ensue, was declaradi 
guilty, of a capital felony^ and made su^^ect to the 
pufttKbment. of des^h^ The same penalty wasi also, 
afttaohed. to all attempts to/lischarge loaded. fireharme^i 
With, an intent. to kill or wouikU 

About tMs; time, frelswl once more became, the^i 
tbfatr^.of rebellion, the instigsstors of whi<:h Wieoe-za*. 
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band of political enthasiastoy whose director and prin- 
cipal mover was Mr. Robert Emmett, a youiig man 
of specious and promising talents, the brother of l%o- 
mas Eddis Emmett, who took a prominent part in 
the rebellion of 1798. He had been so ung^uarded in 
his conduct, while the late disturbances existed, as to 
become an object of the vigilance of government, and 
bad found it pradent to reside abroad so long as the 
habeas corpus act was suspended ; but on the removal 
of that obstacle he returned to Ireland, and arrived 
there in December, 1802. The death of Dr. Emmett, 
his father, one of the state physicians in Dublin, had 
placed the sum of 20002. at his disposal ; and with 
this exchequer he proposed to himself the subversion 
of the government of Ireland. Though the persons 
immediately connected with Emmett, Russell, Dow- 
dall, and Coigley, the principals in the plot, did not 
exceed from 80 to 100, yet these infatuated men 
were so sanguine as to suppose that the spirit of re- 
bellion virould, at their bidding, pervade the whole 
kingdom; and the usual intimation, the stoppage of 
the mail coaches, was to be the signal of revolt in the 
country, while the first object of the insurgents \fk the 
metropolis was to securie the seat of government, and 
the principal persons engaged in its administration. 
For some days previous to the fatal explosion, infor- 
mation had been conveyed to government df threaten- 
ing assemblages of the people ; and other indications 
tended to awaken a suspicion that a rising^ as it was 
termed, was in agitation. Onthemorning of Saturday, 
the 23d of July, the day appointed for this momentous 
enterprise, unusual crowds of- peasants were observed 
on the great south road to Dublin ; the city continued 
to fill during the whole of the day ; and towards even- 
ing the populace began to assemble in vast numbers 
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in St. Jancie9*s Street and its neighboarhood^ without 
having any visible arrangement or dii^cipline. The 
next object was to arm the body thus collected, for 
which purpose pikes were deliberately placed along 
the sides of the streets, for the accommodation of all 
who might choose to equip themselves. The inhabit- 
ants during this alarming scene were panic-struck, and 
iseeing no prospect of succour or protection, withdrew 
within their houses, barred their doors and windows, 
and implored the protection of Providence. About 
nine o'clock the concerted signal, that all was in rea- 
diness, was given by a number of men riding furiously 
through the principal streets ; but general alarm was 
not excited until Mr. Cla]*ke, the proprietor of a con- 
siderable manufactory in the neighbourhood of Dub- 
lin, and who had thai afternoon apprized government 
of the intention of the insurgents, was. shot at. and 
dangerously wounded. About this period a small 
piece of ordnance, which had been in readiness for • 
the purpose, was discharged, and a sky-rocket let off 
at the same moment so as to be observed throughout 
the whole city. Mr. Emmett, at the head, of his 
chosen band, now sallied forth from the obscurity of 
his headrquarters in Marshaisea Lane, and brandish- 
ing his sword in the street, excited his followers to 
action. Before they had reached the end of the lane 
in which they vvere assembled, one of. the party dii»- 
charged his blunderbuss at Colone} Browne, who was 
passing along the street, when the ball unhappily took 
effect^ and thus perished a most respectable and me- 
ritorious officer. From this period, itis remarkable, 
nothing more^is heard of Emmett^ or any of his bro- 
ther conspirators, till we find them beneath .the power 
of the offended justice of their, countiy. 

Th^ circunistance frpm which thisi c6iiiiiidti6a de- 
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lived • degMe of comeqaetee fcir beyond that which 
would naturally belong to the ordinary acts of tarbu^ 
lence in a disaffected coantry, and in an iil-i^^kited 
metropolis, was the dreadful catastrophe of the chief 
justice ^ Irdaiidy Lord Viscount Kilwarden. This 
tmfoTtiuiate nobleman had, on the day of the insur- 
Motion, retired to his country seat, ^ near four miles 
from Dublin, as was his custom after having passed 
the week io ful^Uing the duties of his exalted situa- 
tion. On the first intimation of the circumstances 
which denoted disturbance being cooteyed to him, 
his lordship, who, ever since the period of the out«^ 
rages in 1798, had been in perpetual apprefaeniion of 
being surprised and assassinated by rebels, ordered 
out his carriagei and taking with him his daughter and 
his nephew, the Rev. Richard Wolfe, set off instantly 
for Dublin, where he expected to find protection and 
safety. Unfortunately the carriage appeared in Tho- 
mas Street immediately after the opening of the de- 
pot, and WM surrounded by a mob of armed persons. 
His lordship announced his name, and earnestly pray- 
ed for mercy ; but in Vain* Both he aild his nephew 
fell to the ground, pierced' with innumerable woonds» 
bcit the lady was permitted to pass through the whole 
rebel column to the castle without molestation. About 
half past ten o'clock the rebels were in their tarn 
severely attacked, and the mighty projects and ela- 
borate preparatiiens of the chiefii were all discomfifled, 
in less than an hour, by about 120 soldiers. 

The entire faikire of the rebellious enterprise of 
Emmett and bis associates rtduced their procfania^ 
tions and decrees to the standard of waste paper j and 
every precaution was immediately taken by tlie go* 
vernment to restore the puUie tranquillity. The p#ivy 
eouneil issMd a pioelanation, catting on the magis- 
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trates to unite their exertions with those of the niilitary 
power, and offering a reward of lOOOZ.for the discovery 
and detection of the miscreants who. murdered Lord 
9 Kil warden. A reward was also offered to those who 
should discover the murderer of Lieutenant-cotoinel 
Browne ; and an official notice was issued by the Lord- 
Mayor; requiring all the inhabitants of Dublin, except 
yeomen, to keep within doors after eight in" the even- 
ing. At the same time, bills for suspending the 
habeas corpus act, and for placing Ireland under mar- 
tial law, were passed with uncommon rapidity through 
their different stages, in the Parliament of the united 
kingdom. Arrangemeuts were also made for sending 
large bodies of troops from England, and every mea- 
sure which prudence could suggest was immediately 
adopted, for the preservation of the public tranquillity. 
On this occasion, the Roman Catholics, with Lord 
Fingal at their head, came forward in the most loyal 
and patriotic makiner, and after expressing their ut- 
most abhorrence and detestation of the enormities 
committed on the 23d of July, made an offer to go-* 
vernment of their assistance and co-operation. By 
th^se and similar exertions the flame of rebellion was 
completely extinguished. 

A special commission was issued for the trial of the 
rebels ; and Edward Kearney, a calenderer, and Tho- 
mas Maxwell Roche, an old man, of nearly seventy 
years of age, were found guilty, and executed in 
Thoitias Street, the focus of the insurrection. Seve- 
ral others experienced a similar fate; but the^most 
important of these judicial proceedfngs was the trial 
of Robert Emmett, Esq. who was arraigned on the 
10th of September, and found guilty on the clearest 
evidence. On the following day this misguided young 
niaii^ only in the twenty^fourth year of bis age,^^ wa& 
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executed on a temporary gallows in Thomas Street. 
In the ensuing month, Mr. Thomas Russell also ex- 
piated his offences under the hands of the executioner. 
CoigLey and Stafford were arraigned on the 29tb of 
October ; but in consideration of their having made 
a full disclosure of all the circumstances connected 
with the conspiracy, no further proceedings were had 
against them, nor any of the remaining prisoners. 

In the West Indies, the most vulnerable part of 
her dominions, France did not long retain her posses^ 
sions. An expeditipn dispatched from Barbadoes on 
4be 20th of June, under Lieutenant-general Grinfield 
and Commodore Hood, captured the islands of St. 
Lucia and Tobago ; and in September the Dutch co* 
loniesof Demerara, Essequibo, and Berbice, also sur- 
rendered. The . islands of St. Pierre and Miquelon 
likewise contributed to swell the conquests of Britain ; 
and to these successes may be added that of compel- 
ling the French to abandon the valuable colony of St. 
Domingo. The war with the insurgent negroes bad 
been attended with horrid cruelties on both sides, but 
so long as the French fleet was nlaster of the sea, their 
.posts on the coasts were effectually defended : on the 
rupture with England, however, and the consequent 
blockade of Cape Fran9ois and other possessions, they 
were reduced to great difficulties ; several places suc- 
cessively fell into the hands of the insurgents ; and 
Fort Dauphin was taken by the English. The Cape 
was soon afterwards completely invested by Dessa- 
lines, with whom fiochambeau at length entered into 
a degociation, proposing to give up the place on being 
allowed to carry off the garrison. At this juncture 
the blockading squadron entered the roads, and a 
capitulation was signed, by which all the ships of war 
and merchant vessels belonging to France were to be 
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surrendered to the British, who were to receive the 
garrison as prisoners of war. Thus the French lost 
all their possessions in the island except the city of 
St. Domingo, the capital of^that part which formerly 
belonged to Spain ; and the negro chieftains issued a 
proclamation, declaring the island free and indepen- 
dent. 

Buonaparte, aware of the precarious tenure by 
which France held her colonies in jthe west, deter- 
mined, if possible, to secure her dominions in the east, 
and with this view, as soon as hostilities' appeared in* 
evitable, an armament was fitted out at Brest, con- 
sisting of a strong naval force, under the command of 
Admiral Linois, on board of which were placed 6000 
troops. This expedition sailed soon after the break- 
ing out of the war, with orders to touch at the Cape 
of 6oo<l Hope, and 'to place that colony in such* a. 
state of defence as to be enabled t6 resist any attack 
that might be made upon it by the English. In Eu« 
rope also the French armies were immediately put hx 
motion, and the consular gc^V'crnmentf anxious to jus- 
tify their conduct to the French nation, and to Eu- 
rope, published a declaration, dated the 20th of May, 
on the causes which led to the recal of their ambassa- 
Aor from London, and the I'enewal of the war willi 
Great Britain. Orders were issued to increase the 
forces of the republic to 480,000 men ; the army of 
Italy was considerably augmented ; and large de^* 
iachments were pushed forward upon Tarentum, and 
on all the strong posts in (he kingdom of Napleil 
which lay on the Adriatic. Dut*ing the protract^ 
ed oegociations, reinforcements were ordered into 
Holland, and a powerful army wiis collected on the 
frontiers of Hanover. On the 25th of May, General 
Mortier, advancing from his head-quarters at Coever- 
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deOf 'Summoned the electorate to surrender to the 
republican army. In the attack on Hanover, Buona- 
parte formally professed that he should occupy that 
country merely as a pledge for the restoration of 
Malta, and endeavoured to cover this violation of the 
constitution and independence of the Germanic em- 
pire, by asserting* that it was merely for the purpose 
of compelling the King of England to maintain the 
peace of Amiens, that he ordered his army to occupy 
that portion of Germany. Although it was impos- 
sible that the electorate could oppose any effectual 
stand against the immense power of France, the 
Duke of Cambridge was sent over from England as 
commander in chief in that country, and proclama- 
tions were issued, calling upon all the inhabitants 
capable of bearing arms, to rally round the standard 
of their country. At the latter end of May, however, 
a body of 10,000 French troops passed the riv(er Ems 
at Mippen, and entered the principality of Osnaborgh, 
which had been previously evacuated. General Wal- 
moden, to whom the command of the Hanoverian troops 
was intrusted, having collected an army of 18,000 
men, determined to make a stand, first on the Hunt?, 
and afterwards on the W<^er, the banks of which were 
strongly planted with artillery ; but at the moment 
when General Mortier had advanced into the vicinity 
of Nieuborg, a deputation arrived from the civil and 
military authorities of Hanover, entreating him to 
suspend his march ; with which he consented to com- 
ply, on. condition that the invaders should be put in 
possession of all the fortresses in the electorate, toge- 
ther with the arms, artillery, and ammunition of the 
enemy. It was further stipulated that the Hanoverian 
army should retire behind the Elbe, and engsige not 
to serve against France or her allies duriog. the wart 
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or until regularly exchanged. On the 5th of June 
the French took possession of the city of Hanover, 
where they found a prodigious quantity of artillery 
and ammunition. Besides the absolute value of the 
electorate as a conquest, which enabled the enemy to 
remount their cavalry, and recruit their finances, they 
were now masters of the navigation of the Elbe and 
the Weser, and being in the immediate neighbpur- 
hood of the commercial Hanse Towns of Hamburgh 
and Bremen, were enabled to levy considerable sums 
of money on those opulent cities, under the shape of 
loans. In <:onsequence of these events, the British 
government blockadied the mouths of the Elbe and 
Weser, which was in some degree a retaliation on 
Germany for permitting the violation of its territory. 
This measure occasioned such distress to Hamburgh 
Itnd Bremen, that they appealed to the King of 
Prussia, as protector of the neutrality of the northern 
part of the empire, but he declined to interfere ; and 
the French were thus left to pursue their iniquitous 
exactions with impunity. 

Contrary to her wishes and her interests, Holland 
was compelled to take part with France. On the 
17th of June it was announced to Parliament, that 
the King had Communicated to the Batavian govern^ 
metit his disposition to respect their neutrality,, pro- 
vided the French government would do the same ; 
but, as this disposition had not been complied with, 
and their forces still occupied the Dutch territory, he 
had judged it expedient to recal his minister from the 
Hague, and to issue letters of marque and reprisal 
against the Batavian republic, il^onaparte also com- 
pelled the Italian republic to take part in the war, 
and he drew pecuniary assistance from Spain and 
Portugal i(i so open a manner, that it rested entirely 
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with the generosity of Great Britain whether they 
should not be considered as involved in direct acts of 
hostility. The supplies to his treasury derived from 
these sources were augmented by the sale of Loui- 
siana to the United States for 3,000,000 of dollars. 
Early in the year he made a singular overture to Louis 
the Eighteenth at Warsaw, for the resignation of that 
mooarch^s claim to the throne of France ; which was 
met by a most decided and dignified refusal* 

One of the first act^ of the French government, after 
the declaration of war by England, was a step which 
had never before been resorted to among civilized na- 
tions, and which must always be regarded as an act 
of atrocious barbarity and injustice, savouring more 
of malice than mere political hostility. It appeared 
from an article published in the Moniteur, the official 
organ of the French government, that two English 
frigates had captured two merchant vessels in the 
Bay of Audierne, without any previous declaration of 
war, and in manifest violation of the law of nations ; 
in consequence of which a decree, signed by the first 
consul, was issued, directing, that all the English^ 
from the age of 18 to 60, or persons holding any com- 
missions from his Britannic Majesty, then in France, 
should immediately be considered prisoners of war, 
to answer for those citizens of the republic who had 
been arrested and made prisoners by the vessels or 
subjects of his Britannic Majesty, previously to any . ' 
declaration of war. In virtue of this decree, all the 
nobility, commercial travellers, and others, subjects 
of the King of England, who had incautiously put 
themselves within the reach of Buonaparte in France^ 
or were engaged in travelling through any of those 
countries occupied by the French armies^ were either 
dmt up. in prisons, or coikfined to particular linuts, as 
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prisoners of war upon their parole ; which violation 
of the law of nations, and of neutral hospitltlity, was 
further aggravated by a perfidious promise previously 
made to the English visitors, that they should enjoy 
the protection of the government after the departure 
of the British ambassador, as extensively as during 
his residence at Paris. 

The naval campaign of the present year, in Ecirope, 
was not particularly distinguished. On the 14th of 
September, however, the port and town of Qranville' 
were successively attacked by Sir James Saumarez y. 
on which occasion the pier was demolished, and a 
number of vessels, intended for the invasion of Eng- 
land, destroyed* On the same day the town and fort 
of Dieppe were bombarded by Captain Owen, in the 
Immortality frigate, with the Theseus and Sulphur 
bombs. The Dutch ports, from the Zandvoort, in 
the vicinity of fibarlem, to,ScheveniDgen, were also 
severely bombarded on the 28th of September, and 
many vessels destroyed. 



CHAPTER XXVII. ' 

The Addington administration had been regularly 
opposed by Lord Grenville and his friepds in the 
Upper H[ouse, and by Mr. Windham in the Com- 
mons ; and the whigs, or old opposition party, who 
had supported the treaty of AmienSi conceiving that 
the country had been again unnecessarily involved in 
war, felt also little cordiality towards them. Under 
these circumstances a proposal was made to Mr. Pitt 
for his return to ofBce, and the negociation had made 
some progress^ when it was broken off in consequejice 
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of an intimation that, in the general arrangement for 
a new administration which he should fee) it his duty 
to submit to his Majesty, he should include the Lords 
Grenville and Spencer, with other noblemen and 
honourable personages who had disapproved of every 
measure of Mr. Addington's government, and who 
were, in effect, adverse to the whole spirit and prin- 
ciple of his administration. 

. Parliament assembled on the 22d of November, 
1803 ; and, in the speech from the throne, his Majesty, 
after alluding to the measures adopted for the defence 
of the united kingdom, and for the vigorous prosecu- 
tion of the war, and adverting to the successes in the 
West Indies, and the suppression of the Irish rebel- 
lion, stated that a convention had been concluded 
with the King of Sweden, for the purpose of adjust- 
ing the differences which had arisen with that power. 
In reference^to the threat of invasion, the King de- 
clared that as he and his brave and loyal people were'^ 
embarked in one common cause, it was bis fixed de-^ 
termination, if occasion should arise, to share their 
exertions and their dangers in defence of the consti- 
tution, religion, laws, and independence. The usual 
addresses were agreed to without opposition. In the 
Commons it was stated by the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, in reply to some observations from Mr. 
Fox, that the o6Sces of mediation had been offered j 
by the court of Russia, and accepted with readiness 
and gratitude on the part of his Majesty's servants ; 
but although discussions of the greatest moment were 
in consequence commenced, yet in their progress they . 
did not assume such a shape as to lead to any proba- 
bility .of an amicable arrangement with France. 

, Shortly after the commencement of the session, Mr. 
Secretary Yorke brought in a bill to continue two* 
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acts ; the one for suspending the habeas ewpm act in 
Ireland, and the other for the re-enactment of martial 
law k) that country. This measure, though it excited 
considerable debate, was carried through both Houses, 
without producing a single division. The debate 
which arose- on the 9th of December, on the motion 
cS the secretary at war, to refer the army estimates 
to a committee of supply, embraced an ex^tensive view* 
of the general defence of the country. The regular 
force proposed to be voted for the public service 
amounted to 167,000 men ; the embodied militia of 
Great Britain and^ Ireland to 1 10,000 ; and the vo- 
lunteer corps to upwards of 400,0Q0 rank and file in 
the united kingdom. For the volunteer force of the 
country, of which about 45,000 served without pay, 
it was proposed to vote the. sum of 730,000/., for one 
year. On this occasion Mr. Windham inveighed with 
great acrimony against the military system adopted 
by ministers, and pointed out the inferiority of volun- 
teer associations and bodies of reserve, to a regular 
army of genuine soldiers, disciplined for offensive as 
well as defensive warfare. In a long and well com- 
bined speech', he attacked the whole plan of govern- 
ment, and concliided with declaring that the present 
ministers ought no longer to be intrusted with the 
administration of our public affairs. Mr. Pitt, in a 
very sj^rited and argumentative manner, defended the 
efficiency of the volunteer system : he demonstrated 
the capability of improvement of which it was sus- 
ceptible ; and suggested those means which appeared 
to him best calculated to advance- that object : he 
looked upon the regular army aa the great rallying 
point to which the. volunteers must have recourse, by 
whose example they must be regulated, and by whose 
experience they must, be guided. Of the amount of 
VOL. III. 3 a 
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the volunteer force he saw no reamn to poiiifdain ; but 
in their distribution he could have wished that their 
numbers bad been greater in the more exposed parts 
of the maritime coast. The object.fae had more im- 
mediately in view, wts to render this force noimerely 
nomina}^ but an efficient and permanf^nt army ; and. 
for this purpose, he wts desirous that all the voIur- 
teer companies should be brought to^act in battalions, 
and, whenever it could be accomplished, in brigades : 
he proposed to give to every battalion the assistance 
of a field officer and an adjutant; such officers still 
retaining tlieir rank and pay in the army: and with 
respect to the number of days for which the corps 
should be exercised, he was of opinion that about 
fifty would be sufficient for the next year, and forty 
for each succeeding one. The expense arising, from 
the field-officers and adjutants, he estimated at about 
1<K>,000/. and that of the allowance to such volunteers 
as might, from their circumstances, be obliged to ac« 
oept of pay, at between 3 and 400,0002. more, making 
|in aggregate of about 500,000/. And if, for that sum, 
a force of nearly 400,000 men could be maintained in 
gradual and efficient improvement, he affirmed that 
this would be the cheapest item in the whole of the 
public expefiditure. As to the sea fencibiea, he look- 
ed upon them as one of the most valuable parts of our 
force; and this description of service brodght into 
activity a body of men, who, being chiefly pilots and 
fishermen, could neither be employed in the navy, nor 
permanently taken from their families. . 

Lord Castlereagh also made an animated reply to 
the objections urged by Mr. Windham against the 
army of reserve and the volunteer system. Out of the 
85,000 already raised for the army of reserve, 7500, 
he said, had entered for general servicer The military 
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force of the united kingdom was naturally divided into 
troops im permanent pay, and those liable to service 
iii the event of invasion. Of the first description, there 
were in Great Britain, and in tbp idands of Goerasey 
and Jersey, 130|,000 men ; and in Ireland, 50,000. The 
effective rank and file of tfa^ militia in Great Brttain aad 
Ireland amounted to 84,000 men ; the regular force 
to 96^000 ; of which 27,000 were for limited service, 
aod 69,000, at this moment, disposable for general 
iservice. The next grand feature of our nnlitary 
«itrength consisted in the volunteer force, of which 
340,000 men, accepted and arrayed, were at present 
in Great Britain; and in Ireland it amounted to 
70,000 ; making a total of 410,000 in rank and file, in 
tlie united kingdom ; to which were to be added 26fiOQ 
tea fencibles. The total . amount of the whole mill • 
tary force at this crisis stood, therefore, at 615^000 
rank and file; and if, to this number, officers of every 
description were added, the whole amovnt would not 
be less than 700,000 men. The number of ships of 
war amounted to 469; and^ in aid of the regular navy, 
and for the p«irpose of decoding the coast, an ^^rmed 
flotilla, coosisting of 800 craft of all description, was 
nearly completed. Since the cotom^M^niei^ of has* 
tilities, theffe had been issued 312,000 mu^kiats, IMOQ 
pistols,^ and 77,000 pikes. The field^train aj^, i^ 
Great Britain alone, was increased from 330 to 460 
fueces of ordnance, coo»pletely appointed, aiiid brigad- 
ed under experienced officers ; and the stores, in all 
the various branches of the public service, had been 
j^early doubled. Mr. Fox applauded the zeal sgad 
patriotism of the voluoteers ; buthe<could never brii^ 
himself to believe fthait tbey <w-ere |iusce:ptfble.of any 
thing like the efiiciency of a regular force. The 
diancellor c^ the ^xcl|iequer, on the other liand, atat- 
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ed that Lord Moira, the commander-in-chief in Scot- 
land, and Lofd Cathcart, the present commander-in- 
chief in Ireland, were so highly satisfied with the 
steadiness and discipline of the volunteers of Edin- 
burgh and of Dublin, that they had given them an 
unconditional assurance, that they would conduct them 
with confidence against an invading host. 

The army estimates having been agreed to, Parlia- 
ment, on the SOtb of December, adjourned to the .1st 
of February, 1804, on which day a bill was introduced 
for consolidating and explai'ning the existing laws 
relative to the volunteers. In the course of the de- 
bates to which it gave rise, Mr. Pitt proposed that 
this description of force should be subjected to stricter 
discipline and more active service, that it might be 
more nearly assimilated with the regular army; but 
his amendments were rejected, Uiough not by a large 
majority. 

On the 14th of February it was announced, by an 
official bulletin, that the King was much indisposed ; 
and the public sympathy was excited by an apprehen- 
sion of the return of the malady by which he had 
been formerly ajfflicted. The attack, however, was so 
slight, that there was no necessary suspension of the 
royal functions, and on the 0th of March all appre- 
hension was dissipated by the assurance of the Lord 
Chancellor, that he had conceived it proper and neces- 
sary to have a personal interview with the sovereign, 
at which due discussion had taken place with respect 
to the bills submitted for the royal assent ; and he had 
no hesitation to aver that the result of all that took 
place, on that occasion, fully justified him in announc- 
ing bis Majesty's assent to the bills specified in the 
royal commission. 

The conflict of parties still continued with much 
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animosity. On the 7th of March Sir Johi^ Wrottes- 
ley moved th€rt the Hoase of Cotnmonir should' resolve 
•itself into a committee, to inquire into the condnot of 
the Irish government relative to the insm'rection of 
the 23d of July, 1803. The debate was protracted 
till near five o'clock on the following morning, when 
the motion was lost by a majority^of 178 to 82 voices. 
When the restriction of the issues of cash by the bank 
of Ireland was submitted to the House of Commons 
on the 13th oT February, it occasioned an animated 
debate, and called forth a maiden speech fronr liord 
Henry Petty, eldest son of the Marquis of Lansdowne, 
in which his lordship displayed considerable talent.^* A 
message from the King, on the 26th of March, an*- 
nounced a voluntary offer of thp Irish niilitia to Extend 
their serviceis to Great Britain ; and bills passed b^h 
-Houses,^ to'enable :his Majesty to accept the ojSTer, and 
•to raise 10,000 additional militia ^ifk^lreland. - - > 

A systematic attack on the ministry was at this time 
pursued by all the parties in opposition, through the 
4iiedium of investigations on the military and naval 
affairs of the empire. This opposition was particu- 
larly displayed in the progress of tjie bill to consoli- 
date and explain the laws relative to volunteers ; \tfae 
•course of debate on this subject^ however, was inter- 
rupted by a motion, of which Mn Pitt had before 
given notice, on the naval defence of the country^; a 
rquestion which was expected more than any other to 
.try. the strength of ministry, and even .to shake their 
' power to its foundation. On the 15th of March, after 
expressing his- expectation that part of the documents 
which it was his intention to call for veould be granted 
by ministers wrthont resistance, Mr. Pitt moved for 
an address, requesting th^t hits Majesty would order 
to be larid before Parliament, an account of the nuth- 
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ber of shipi df Uie tine, and snpall^ vessels^ in com- 
mittHon OD the 31st of December, 1793, on the 30tb 
of Sept^nber, 1801, and on the Slstof December, 
1803, specify iiig the service in which they were 
respectively employed. He made his motion from a 
conviction, that if the papers were granted, it would 
a(^;>ear that the namber of that description of our 
naval force, fit to repel the actual attempts of the 
enemy, was, at the present moment, much inferior, 
and less adequate to the exigency of the danger, than 
at any period in former times. If these documents 
were granted, his next motion would be for a copy of 
the contmcts made, and the. orders given, by the lords 
of the admiralty in 1703, 1707, and 1803, with re- 
spect to the number of gun vessds to be built, distin* 
|;ttiibing the Ume at which each contrad; was made, 
the period in whidi it was to be Ixrought to a conclu- 
sion, and the -amatmt of tba sum to foe paid for its 
performance. The board of admiralty had considered 
gun-boats peculiarly serviceable forresifltinginvawon; 
yet, in the course of a year^ tiiey had buik only 23, 
while' the enemy in the same period had constructed 
nearly lOOQ^ From the period when hostilities were 
fenewfd our navy ought to have been increaaifig in*- 
stead of diminishing; notwithstmiding vifhich, goiFcm^ 
mewt had only <rontracted for the building of two 
ships of the line in the merchant yards, when it was 
well known that daring a war,- the bnildang of -ships 
was always nearly suspended in the King's yards, 
which were iben wantod for repairing the damagea 
aostained in the service. It was also worthy of re- 
mark, that in the first year of 4}be late war, our naval 
«stalbl»lMnenr 'Wak increased from 16^000 to 76,000 
•seamen; whereas, lia^ing begun the preseNit war 
with an establishment *of 60,000, we had augmented 



1B04.] ' eBORGB THB THIBD. 371 

tbem in the course of the first year to only 86,000 
men. 

Mr. Tierney , treasurer of the navy, objected strongly 
to the production of the papers required, and was at 
a loss to conceive how the measure could, for a single 
instant, be entertained by the House, when no cause, 
no single fact, was brought forward to support it; 
when every possible energy pervaded that branch of 
the public i^ervice over which the noUe lord presided ; 
when naval skill, vigilance, and activity, vvere dis» 
played in every quarter, and when the best officers 
were employed in every direction, with the highest 
honour to themselves, and the most decided advan- 
tage to their country. Mr. Sheridan delivered a 
warm eulogy on the character and conduct of Earl 
St. Vincent, the first lord of the admiralty ; whilst 
Mr. Fox and others, taking a tlifierent side, supported 
the^ motion for inquiry, declaring that it would ter- 
minate to the honour of the admiral. The debate 
was continued for several hours, when, on a division, 
the numbers were, for Mr. Pitt's motion, 130; against 
it, 201. 

On the 23d of April, Mr. Fox moved for a com* 
mittee to revise the several bills which had been pro* 
posed for the defence of the country, when Mr. Pitt 
again took a comprehensive view of Hs actual state* 
There was but one point on which he and Mr. Fox 
differed on this occasion ; the power vested in the 
King by the' constitution, of calling out all the sub- 
jects of his realm to defend the country in case of 
invasion. Mr. Fox was, perhaps, the first statesman 
who ever ventured to question the rbyaLprero^tire 
in this particular ; for nothing is thore clearly laid 
down by our law writers, than that the powfer of 
calling on every description of his 'subjects to repftfi* 
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to his standard, when the country is about to be in- 
vaded, is vested in the King. Mr. Pitt asserted and 
maintained this principle against Mr. Fox, but on 
all other points those rival statesmen agreed, and 
the result of this concurrence of sentiment was a strong* 
division, in which the ministers had a majority of only 
52 ; 204 having, voted for the motion of Mr. Fox, and 
256 against it. Two days after this discussion, an* 
other debate took place on the same subject, in con— 
sequence of a motion by Mr. Secretary Yorke, for 
the House to resolve itself into a committee, on a bill 
for the suspension of the army of reserve act. This, 
motion was resisted by Mr. Pitt; and, on a division, 
there appeared in support of the ministerial plan, 240; 
against it, 203; leaving to ministers a majority of 
only 37. Mr. Addington then determined on retiring 
from, administration, after he had adjusted the finan- 
qial qoncerns of the year. The supplies were esti*- 
mated at 36,000,000/. for Great. Britain alone ; and 
the ways and means consisted of certain additions to 
the war taxes, a loan of 10,000,0002. and a vote of 
credit of 2,500,000/. On the 12th of May it was 
anjaoijipc^d that Mr. Addipgton had resigned the office 
of xpl^ncellor ofthe. ^xch^uer, and that Mr^ Pitt was 
nomina^dhi^ successor. . . ^ 

Tlv^i majority of ^e na^tion heard with joy that the 
King had confided to so able and experienced a 
statesman as Mr. Pitt, the .task of forming a new 
administration, when the contest with Franqe was 
becoming more arduous, and tbe difficulties of the 
country appeared on the increase ; particularly as it 
was understood to be his wish to unite, in the publicr 
service, as large a portion as possible of the weight, 
talentt and character, to be found in public men. 
Whether he was sincere in his desire to secure the aid 
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of Lord GrenvilW aA4 Mr^ Fox may be-dq^iLtr^i be^ 
cau^e it has been, said of him, that h^q^ cpiil^ bear ** no 
riyail.iiear )iis throne^'' aod that he preferred the aid 
of good sec^ond rfit^ VMn. of b^sii^sif t<^Ient:; but he 
certfMoJy pf9fea«^ to wish % thc^ir ccttoper^ion,., and 
th^ p^rscmal ohj^tioo of th§ K^iog to Mr^ Fox ap- 
peared, alone to preyent it ; Jjqrd Grrenyille i^u^ned 
to come into office w^thoqit him, t^t T^. Pitt di^ 
iKKt. op^kQ: it the grpwd of withholdipg hip Qn^ fer-, 
yicee. Ufldfi? th*. wv[ arrapg^o^nt thft fo^Mipg 
members «f. Mr, Addi^^ffton's admimf^tr^tie^. T?t*ine4 
their statiqns ; the Di;^eqf jPqrtUiid,; prei^^4?nt qf thq 
CQU9ci) i lyord ^0D» chancellor; ^|w, BafL of West^ 
mqrlasd, lord privy s«al ; the Earl qf Cte^^h^iHy iqqsr 
tei:*geqeral of th^ ordnance > ax^d Lqrd Castl^eagb» 
president qf the bqard of control, ^rd If ^lykeslniry, 
pa^fi^ ^om .^hq office of fqiTfifQ ^Sa^v^ tq t|ifi hqn^e 
department. The new members were, Mr. Pit^ ^mt; 
Iqfd of the treasury, aqd chaqcellorqf thq9xc}iqqi|er; 
liord SJEelyjiUq, first lqrd of the admiralty j, fjord Ifar:^ 
rowby, ^^ rel^ry for foreign affairs ; !^rd C$mide% 
sqcr^tary for the d^partiment of war and cq^qnieii 
apd I^qrd Mqlgr^ye, $han€^|lor of the duchy of l#qn 
caster, with a sei|t in the cabi^iet. The gQ^f!l(nw^% 
qf Ireland remained ^i^f hanged* with the qi^Of^ptioci 
of IMlr. Wifkham^. chiqf 8qfpretairy« whq rqtired in iU 

h^altb* wd wiv? ^ijcqefidqd by Sir Bvan lliliepwn^ Thq 

fo^owing new ^poiq^n^^ts took place in the suboft 
dinfti^ offices qf goyernn^ent : Mr. William Dundaa, 
seqretfiry a^ wi^r ; Mr. CsMwiqg, treasurer qf thq navy } 
Mf. (Sr^o^ge Rof^ ^i|d Lqrd Charles Somerset^i joini 
payiqasters of the fqrcei^ ; the Dul^e of Montrose and 
Lqrd Charles ^ey^cer, jqint pay tpjei^ter^geperal j Mt^ 
Hiiak^99 an(| B^r. ^^ges fhvm^^f wicretariqs tp the 
treasury. 
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The fii^t subject of importance that engaged the 
attention of Parliament, after the change of ministry,' 
was brought under discussion by Mr. Wilberforce, 
who, on the 80th of May, pressed upon the consider- 
ation df the House the abolition of the, African slave 
trade. In the course of a very animated debate, 
several members opposed the motion, which was sup- 
portrf by Mr. Fox and Mr. Pitt, and carried by J 24 
to 49 voices. In consequence of this vote, a bill was 
brought into Parliament, limiting the latest period at 
which ships were to be allowed to clear opt from an 
English port for this traffic to the Ist of October, 
1804, and the third reading was carried, on the *8th 
June, by 60 against 83. In the House of Lords, 
however, the bill was rejected oh the 30th of July/ 
on the ground that the late period of the session would 
])revent the parties interested from attaining complete 

justice. ^ 

A plan for t^isiug and supporting a permanent mi- 
litary force, and for the general reduction of the ad- 
ditional militia, was introduced into Parliament on 
the 5th of June, by Mi*. Pitt^ under the designatiouf 
of the additional force act. This measure aimed at 
ah establishment not merely to meet the present cir- 
cumstances of the country, but to serve as an instrn- 
mfetit for the immediate improvement of the existing 
system^ and to sitpply a sufficient resource to the regu-^ 
lal* force, should an opportunity offer of employing^ 
our tvoops in foreign warfare. The bill was strwirf- 
Ously Opposed by Mr. Windhato, Mr. Pox, Mr. Ad- 
din^on, and Mhers, i)ut 'it was i^ltimately carried 
through the Lowier ETotiVe by small ministerial majo* 
rities;' there appearing oh the last division, for the 
bill 266, a^airist it- 23^;. In t^e Upper House the 
measure was sanctioned by. 154 against 69. 
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. On the 20fch of June, the difficult -suCiject of the 
corn laws wag brought under discussion. It has Jbeen 
. maintained that the whole system is prejudicial to the 
public weal, and that these. laws should be altogether 
. repealed^ leaving the trade. free, and the prices to find 
.their own level; but in consequence of a report of 
the House of Commons, it was deemed expedient to 
have recourse to new lesfislative reg^ulations. From 
this report it appeared that the price of com, fro^i 
^•I79J to 1803, had been irregular; but had, upon an 
^ average, yielded -a fair price to the grower. TJhe 
high prices had produced the effect of stimulating 
.industry, and bringing into cultivation large tracts of 
^ waste land ; which, combined with the two last pro- 
. ductiye seasons, had occasioned such a depreciation jn 
,the value of grain, as would, it was said, tend, to the 
. discouragement Qf agriculture, unless immediate re- 
Ai§t were afforded; and for this; purpo&fe, altboughf 
within the period of the last thirteen ye^rs,, np less 
than 30,000,0002. sterling had been paid to foreign 
countries for supplies of grain^.it was proposed to 
have recourse to a bounty upon.exportation-^a mea- 
sure tl^at bad not been resorted to fdc nearly ^hijrty 
years. With this view a; bill vrs^s jb^opghtf into Pw- 
Jiament, allowing exportation Vhen the pfiqe of wbejit 
was at or below 48«. [ per quarter of eight Win^besti^r 
. ji^jLisfaels ; and impprtation ivhen:.the average prigf^ip 
jthe twelve maritime counties of England shouicj.ei^ 
,ceed 66^. The. bill passed through the House pf 
.fPommons without any. formidable oppositiqn, but in 
:the Lords some few petitions were presented against 
Jt. ; Earl Stanhope called it a bill to starve the poor, 
■and moved that it be rejected. The measure, how- 
ever, pai^sed into a law. . ^ 
The House of Commons, on the 2d of July,* on 
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the motion of the Ciliancelior of the Hjccfaequer, re- 
«olTed itHelf into a committee of lAipply, to which 
several accounts relative to the aogmentation of the 
civil Km were irefetred ; when the arrears thereof 
Wtere found to amount to the snm of 600,000/. This 
excesB of expenditure, it was stated, had arisen from 
ia vftriMy of expenses incurred by selrvices which could 
ttOt be foreseen in the year 1802, when the House voted 
the discfaargfe of arrears then -due, amounting to ahout 
1^90,000/. With respect to the future state of the 
civil list, it was proposed that several charges upon it 
ishould be annually discharged by Patiiament. These 
chaises amounted to 135,000/. and related to fluc- 
tuating expenses ; many of them arose from the war, 
others from increased law expenses, and the multipli- 
cation of private bills. The House readily assented 
to the propositions of the Chancdlor of the 'Exche- 
quer; and the discharge of the alrears, and'augmefi- 
tation of the civil list, were voted alitiost without 
opposition. 

The I'hdia budg^et Was produced in the^HioMseof 
GoihAions, On' the 10th of J Aly, by Loud GasdferM^h ; 
from whose statetnMtt it appeared, that the debt had 
increased within the last year 1^309,821/. and the 
assets 1,960;896/., leaving the net fttiprovemeut 'for 

^Hie year 720,576/. When he had before stated the 
comfMby^s e^ifiectation '<tff being able to pay^tbean- 

*ifua( 500,000/. to gbvetiiment, it was on a pretotaplioii 

't)f the contfrniaitice of peaise,'and iti a posture ^iiff aMSiiirs 
vei'y dififer^nt fkmi the pi^sdnt. iMtA 'AYchihaM Ha- 

^fiifhoO obstfrv'ed, that the Hofuse^as ahhuiAy'aftiuseU 
with splendid >pfomises of the extlh^itin Sff ^ the com- 

^siny's *d«bt, ahd of the approach of that "^Mt '#Mn 
India would contribute to thee^^penseifbflfie^ttofi^i'e: 

'btit onHhe toontMry, the "debt, ^bich^mBlM year 
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18^(K)0,00(M. hdd now Hii^fMs^ to 19,OeO,(M^ Mr. 
Francis thougfit that the imidchtef was in a state of 
progression, and that every year woiild find our affam 
deteriorated ; for tboagh it had been pro^rided, at the 
renewal of the company's charter, tibat the country 
ishould receive 500,000/. annually, this sum^was never 
paid after the first year ; and that a tetrftorial revenue 
of 13,000,000/. and a flourishbg bome^trade should not 
leave surplus enough to pay a suim so comparatively 
triflings was certainly strange, but it appeared to be 
« regular system with those who produced the India 
accounts, to announce the approach of prosperity, by 
estimates rated higher than sabsequent events had jus- 
tified* The resolutions were agreed to iti the com* 
fni^e, and on the day appointed for discussing them, 
Lord Castlereagh stated that neither he nor his pre* 
deeisifsor had ever held out any promises that would 
not have been fulfilled, had it not heesn fc>r unforeseen 
l^ars, and concluded by moving, that the proper officer 
should be directed to lay before the House an eccooirt 
of the revenue and charges of India, for \iie last tek 
years,^'di&rtingttishtng each year; which wascarriod 
^thout a division. 

Phrli^meat Wats proro^ed "on the^M st ^f Jdy, wbeti 
the King, after applauding the measui«es whioh had 
-been adopted for testing' the threatened (nvasiott, 
•^xpress^ a hope «faiA the e^^rtion^^nd example of 
%hist;duritry might, 'by their influence x^Miber nationsf 
tei^'to the re-establiirfimeni of a System that wmM 
tlppdse an effe^iaal bdttW to those schemes 6f «n^ 
I^M^bU ^Miibition and ^ggraMlia^l^ent, wtblch thnifl«<^ 
"eined tb^erwhulmtb^ 'continent of fiurope. 

"iThe^ViieMs^of thewar in the penfnsfila <df Hinder 
tan^ the^duccesfi(fuI'(l^mik)^tioo'of whidi served 4o cdis*- 
sipMe i^'appri^heiisiMis l^at had tedn $eit jforntfie 
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/stability of the Britbk <^mpire in the east, and to remove 
the necessity of weakening the army at home by de- 
taching troops to India, must now be adverted to. 
The peishwa, or Mahratta sovereign of Poonah, hav- 
ing been expelled from his dominions by Holkar in 
•1802, concluded a subsidiary treaty with the English 
company on the last day of the year, &nd to effect his 
restoration a detachment of troops was placed under 
the command of Major-general Arthur • Welle^ley, 
afterwards Duke of Wellington, who entered the 
Mahratta territories in March, 1803» and advanced 
rapidly to Poonab, which was re-entered by its sove- 
reign on the 13th of May. Sciudia and the Rajah 
of Berar were in the mean time negociating an al- 
liance with Holkar, of which the governor-general, 
the Marquis Wellesley^ having o^btained evidence, it 
,vfas resolved to employ the whole military force to 
break so dangerous a confederacy. 

When the period arrived for commencing hostili- 
ties, General Wellesley, who was opposed to the two 
Jiatter <;hieftfti'ns, marched against the fortress of Ah- 
teednughur, which he reduced on the 12th of August, 
and then advanced to Aurnngabad. On the 28d oiT 
.September . he gained a complete victory at Assaye 
over a greatly superior force : the Bombay army had 
also been successful in the Guzzerat, and gained pos^ 
Mssion of the territories 6i Scindia in that province. 
Jn the. months of September and October, the town 
and province of Cuttack were wrested from the. Ra- 
jah of Berar, by a, force undier the command of Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Harcourt J and in the north General 
Lake, at the head of the Bengal army, reduced the 
strong fortress of Ally Ghur, after driving to a pre- 
cipitate retreat the forces commanded by Perroi>« a 
Frendi officer in the service of Scindia^ who in con* 
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sequence lost his reputation and influence in India. 
The British general then advanced towards the city 
of Delhi, and gave battle to the army of Scindia, 
conamanded by Louis Bourquien, over which, after a 
severe conflict, he obtained a complete victory, and 
released the Mogul Emperor Shah Aulum, who had 
bfeen kept in a very degraded state by the French 
party, and who now put himself under the protection 
of the-En^lish. General Lake next reduced the fort 
of Ag¥a,* and dn the 1st of November defeated the 
remairider of Scindia's forces, in >vhich were fifteen 
of Perron*s regular battalions^ at Laswaree. Mean- 
time General Wellesley, following tip his victory at 
Assaye, drove the Rajah of Berar into his own ter- 
ritories, and entirely defeated him on the 28th of 
November, in the plains of Argautn, which splendid 
victory was* followed by the capture of Gtimil Ghu^ 
one ' of the strongest fortresses in India. • Dfaese suc- 
c^si^es compelled the rajah to sue for peace^^ and il 
trea:ty was concluded on the 1 7th of December, by 
which he renounced the confederacy against the Bri* 
tish, 'ceded the province^ of Cuttack, with some other 
territories, and engaged never to take into his service 
the subject of any state at war with the English. A 
treMy with Scindia also speedily followed, in which 
h€ agreed to cede all his forts, territories, and rights 
in'the Douab, and in the districts northward of the 
d^itiinions of the B^jahs of Jeypoor 'and Judpoor, 
tfogether with Baroach in the Guzz^at, and Ahmed- 
nughur iii the Deccan. -^Thus was.glocidusly termi^ 
hatetj^^war^whtch annihilated the Frdnch interest in 
Itid)^^' dissolved' a powerful confederacy /against 'the 
English, and^consolidated' the p9wer and < pdssessiotn^ 
bf 'the comp^iny^ The thanks ^fi ParlialheBt wem 
voted to hi^ excellenciy, and tb all:tirho had Abated .iv 



the dtn^ew. . and g^Iories of the: oontcist ; while th% 
King^ conlmred upon General hBijm tbe title pf l4Hr4 
Lake, and oo GeaeraV WoUealey the oiHler of the 
Bath. 

The first military operatieft of any imiiwMtiH^ i% 
18Q4 occurred ia the JSiigliab Ktttemei^ at G^^?, ^ 
tiiecoastLol Africa* Id. the month of Ja^wry, tbia 
aettlemeoti was taken by ai Frenehfarce^ iMiderthe 
eemmand of Chevalier Mah^^ and re*Qa|it9red in 
March by a small expeditioQ under Captain QickisoD. 
On the filth of May, the n<}h aad important cfllowy of 
Surinam aorreiMlere^ t.o M^r-geqerel ^ir Ch^rlea 
CBreen; and although t^ capture was an e^kte^prise 
of oonatderable d^fSieid^» thiA vatnable acquisition was 
obtained with little io«L. 

The British nai^al operatioiia ^ tbiy yf ar ce«sietf|d 
idmo0t entirely of ea^ertions rigerc^aly to enforce ,th9 
system «f blockade, eud in )altacks upon the enemy'i; 
boats, which either veaturcid out of the harbowr o| 
Boulc^ne, for the purposes of eier^iae or m^acCft oin 
were pcoeeeding from other ports to that df|>dt; it 
was, howeyer, imposaibie, tp obviate the effect of 
oeceffional rumours of iavaaion. In U)e. menljb. of 
Augusty^ a general movement on the c^posite <?o%s| 
exhibited every appearance of an approaching' atta<)|f 
ofHQii some part of. the. British empire, end al^ Boi:^ 
k^ne in. particular, auc extraordinnKy degree pf a^^ 
vily pvevailed. Of the varioiiis description) p/i <?mft 
and armed, vessels. eoUected in thsit imm^se ^pqt^ 9 
muck greater number, was hrougbt quI into tfa^ b^y 
laf Boulogne than on aay former occaAeUfr DispesMl 
in hMfeile airay, undei? the pmtection of their ownfr 
t&m battfries on. shore, they weve atta^k^d in Mi§ 
most ibfiffited and yigor»as manner by tbt. Bifitish 
equadsoa .ufi!on that station ; the, firing vias (i'ei9enr 
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dous^ and ito duration was such as* to favour the ber 
lieft that the long threatened invasion was at this' 
tinne to be certainly attetnpte^il. Und<^r the influence 
of this impression, the most vigorous and general 
exertions were made for the public safety ; and, in. 
the early part of Septeml>er, the general terror began 
to subside : in the begfinning of October, however, 
about loO of the enemy's vessels ventured outside the 
pier, and revived the alarm. At this period, minis- 
ters' were induced ta sanction a scheme for the de- 
struction of the French flotilla, which had been sub- 
mitted to them by ^ome American projector, and was 
principally to be carried. ipto efiect through the me- 
dium of copper vessels, of an oblong form, confining 
a large quantity of combustibles, and so constructed 
as to explode in a given time, by means of clock- 
work. These vessels, called catamarans, were to be 
fastened to the bottom of the enemy's gun-boats by 
the aid of a^ small raft, rowed by one man, who, 
being seated up to the chin in water, might possibly, 
in a dark night, escape detection. Fire-ships of; difr 
ferent constructions were also to be einployed in the 
projected attack. The most active and enterprising, 
ofiicers were distributed in different explosion vess^ls,- 
and the whole was placed under the orders and^direcr 
tioa of Admiral Lord Keith,/ comipahding in the 
Downs, with instructions to cover the smaller, force; 
by his powerful squadron. On the 2d of October hi^ 
lordship, with a fo/midable fleet of 62 sail, six of 
which were ships of the line, anchored at about a 
league and a half from the north to the west of the. 
port of Boulogne ; and so strongly did ministers feel 
themselves interested in the result, that Mr. Pitt, and 
several other members of the cabin€it, were ii^duced 
to witness the scene from the elevation pf Walmer 
VOI-. III. 3 c 
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Caitle. In the course of the day a sufficient force 
WM detached to take up an advanced and convenient 
anchorage for covering the retreat^ and for afibrdtog 
proteo^on to the wounded, or to snch boats as^ tniglit 
be crippled ; or should the wind freshen and blow in- 
shore, to tow off* the boats engaged in the attack. 
While these preparations were advancing, the enemj 
wn^ not inactive ; the batteries, both stationary and 
floating, were prepared, and the army was drawn'np 
in readiness to resist the approaching assault. At » 
quarter past nine at night, the first detachment of 
ire-ships wan launched, under a heavy fire from the 
advanced force, which wais returned by a tremendous 
thunder of artillery from the shore. The vessels of 
the flotilla opened a passage for them as l^y approach-^ 
ed, and so effectually avoided theai^ that they sailed 
to the rear of the enemy's line without doing any 
ddmage^ At half*past ten the first e^rplosion^ip 
blew up^ and produced an immense column of fire ; 
its wreck spread in every direction, bnt not the sKghtest 
mischief was d<me either ta the ships or the batteries. 
A seeond, a third, and a fourth succeeded, but with* 
no bett&r eflfect : at length, after twelve of these aliipsi 
hiBMi exploded^ the engagement ceased about fotir' 
o'clock in the mort>Tng, when the English smaller 
yesselfir withdrew in perfect order, atid without the 
h>ss df a man. On the flotilla, no mischief whatever 
WSB ascertained to have been inflicted ; but, fe^m xHt- 
disappearance of two brigs, and some smalfer vessels, 
^e next day. Lord Keith conjectured that they might 
have been destroyed. The enemy's loss of men, 
according to their own aceount, was 26 killed and 
Wounded. Thus terminated the catamaran project, 
in the preparation of which, much time, expense, and 
ingenuity were wasted. 
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A$ saoa as jiiteUigeoce i^ tb^ renewal of \h0 w^r 
b^tw^ep Omat Britain and France arrived in the Beat 
liidie«9 the IVench Admiral, LinoU, withdrew from 
the roada of Pondicberry, and for aome time carried 
pn a predatory warfare against the English oom* 
fueree smd ^pof sessions in that part of the globe ; 
he captured sevenal of the East India eompapy's 
^abqpSy and others of the private trade, and made 
a successful descent on Fort Marlborough (Bencoo* 
ien)t and phindered that settlement. He next ferns- 
ed the determination to capture or destroy , at a single 
Uow^ iJie si^hole of the faomeward-bonnd China fleet ; 
and with this intention collected his. force, consisting 
of the ManengOy of 80 guns, ihe Semillante ntid 
BeHeponle, of 40, a cutter and brigantineof IS,. and 
n corvette, of 38 guns, and stationed his squadron m 
the Indian Seaa, near the entrance of the Straits of 

^ Malacca, with the determination to cruise in thut 
latitude till the arrival of the fleet from Canton. On 
the 5th of February, this fleet, consisting of 15 of the 
East India company's ships from China, 12 country 
ships, a Portuguese East It^diaman, and a fast sailing 
brig, pAssed Macao Roads, under the command of 
Captain Dance, the senior ^eer, when the Por- 
ingoese vessel and one of the China ships parted 
company, and did not rejoin tiie fleet. ' On the I4tfa 
the Boyal Greorge made a signal, indicating that four 
strange sail ivere in view, which, on being rBceii<- 
noitoed, proved to be the sqimdron under Admiral 
i^tnoia. The oonunodorei without a moment's delay, 
faoisted the signal for his fleet to form a line of battle 

" in dose order. At sun-set, the enemy was close opon 
4lie near of tbe company's ships, and an expectation 
prevailed that the attack would be immediately eom^ 
iBenced, but at the close of the day the .French 
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hauled to winclwafd, and desisted from any hostile 
operation daring the night. At day-break on the 
16th, the enemy was seen aboat three miles to wind- 
ward, when the vessels under the command of Captain 
Dance hoisted their colours, and offered him Imttle. 
At one o'clock in the afternoon, the commodore, 
apprehensive that his rear might be cut off*, bore down 
upon the enemy, and made the signal to attack each 
of the hostile ships in succession, which was correctly 
performed. Admiral Ijiiois then formed in close line^ 
and opened his fire upon the headmost of the merchant 
ships, which was not returned by any of them till 
a near approach. iThe Royal George, from her ad- 
vanced situation, sustained the brunt of the action, 
and got as near the enemy as he would permit. This 
example was followed^ }>y the Ganges and Earl Cam- 
den, who both opened their fire as soon as their g^ns 
: could take effect; but, before any other ship conld 
get into action, the enemy hauled their wind» and 
stood away to the eastward under all the sail they 
could set. At two o'clock, p. m. Captain Dance 
made a signal for a general chace, and pursued the 
retreating squadron till past four, when, fearing that 
a longer pursuit might carry him too far from the 
straits, and endanger the immense property confided 
to bis care, he made the signal to tack, and anchored 
in a situation to proceed for the entrance of the straits 
on the following day. Thus did the grallantry of a 
fleet of British merchantmen put to flight a FVench 
admiral, commanding -ships of war, superior in fdrce 
and in men; and preserve from capture a property 
estimated at no less than- 1 ,5<)0,000/. sterling. Oh the 
arrival of the fleet in England, rewards were distri- 
buted with a liberal hand, by the East India company, 
to the various commanders and their brave crews ; and 
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the neoondedy as well ai$ the representatives of the few 
' who fell in the engagement; were munifieently reward- 
ed; while the sovereign, to evince the sense he 
entertained of the gallant conduct of the comiiiodore, 
conferred upon him the honour of knighthood. 

After a long negociatfon between the courts of Ma^ 
drid and London, begun in the autumn of 1803^ and 
continued till towards the close of the present year^ 
during which time Spain had maintained an osten- 
sible neutrality, while she served as the secret ally and 
vassal of France, the British plenipotentiary found it 
necessary to quit Madrid. While this negociation 
was pending in the Spanish capital, Admiral Coch,- 
rane acquainted the Admiralty that preparation^ on. a 
large scale were making in the port of Ferrol, so. that 
in a few days a formidable iiqnadron would be ready 
for sea ; and that he had no doubt but the Spanish 
government waited only . for the arrival of a fleet of 
frigates, containing treasures from South America,ito 
comntence open hostilities. On receipt of this infor- 
mation, Captain Moore, with four frigates under his 
command, was ordered to cruise ^ofi^ Cadi^, for the 
purpose of detaining such Spanish ships of war, home- 
ward bounds as contained bullion or treaswe ; and on 
the dtb of October he fell in with four large, frigates, 
which, on finding themselves pursued, formed id line 
of battle, the van-ship carrying a broad pendant, and 
the next in the line a rear-radmirars flag, and conti- 
nued to steer in for Cadiz, without regarding his sum- 
iQpns to shorten sail, which, he gave on plying each, 
of his ships along-side one of theirs. He fired b .shot 
across the. fore-poop, of the second, which had the der 
sired effect of bringing them to a parley, when Lieu- 
tenant Ascott, of the4ndefatigable, was sent to inform 
the Spanish commander that Captain Moore had 
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ovimt to detiini Im vqundron ; tiiat ifc was bis earnest 

<4 

Wi§h to emimte 4bst fivty wiUiout bloodshed ; bnt thut 
Ike d^rtwmiiifttion to iuivender mart be made iaitaiitly. 
Tli« aeMW^r retumed being Mwu^isfac^oryy a cloae 
battle eoiwdy and* in Jea^ than tea minutest La Her^ 
4Mle9f the Spaoifb admimPa second ahip a^atero^ Ulew 
xp^ ifilA «t tfeneiidotiB jexploaion. The others atra0k 
m aaocetaion, afW « considerable los$ in killed and 
wamded. A$ mm aa the boats of the British squa- 
dron Jbadiaken possession of ihe rear-adoairr^ sail van 
wade for tbe floating fragments of the Mr rcadea ; bnt 
lexeept the second ci^tain, and 46 mejp^ who w^re 
pidcod tip by the boats of the Amphion, all on boaid 
liad perished. 

A moat afiticting calamity attended the loss of tb» 
▼eisad. A gentleman of rank, who was going to 
fipaia in that ship With his whole family^ consisting 
of faia.lady, loar daoghters, and five sons^ had passed 
with one of the latter on boaid another frigate before 
the action eommenoed, and they had there the horror 
of witnessing the dreadfnl calutrophe, which, ia a« 
inotant, seviered from them theor dearest reiativesv 
and deprived them of a fortune, the aecumulatiwi 
of fi^e-and-^weaty yeam. The Spanish sqnadnm, 
it a pp e a red, was commanded by I>Qn Joseph jBtista^ 
mente, Ktiight of the Older of iSt. James, and a rear*- 
admifiil In lAe Spanish iniTy^ This fleet \ras iron 
Monte Video, Rio de la Plata, and contained up^arda 
of 4,000,000 4yf dollars, of which about 800^)00 wcve 
on board the Mercedes; and the merchandise on boaid 
the frigate was also of great vabie. The Adamaliy 
was much blamed for not having sant^sach a fofoato 
intercept these vessels as woold have allowed their 
commander U> snbmit at once, without impeachmeat 
to his honour ; ^ whereas the o^pialrty oi' strength ren<* 
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dered a sang^uinary combnA iaeyitabfe. Tbe m^^ 
oiaAiotis at Madrid were'notimmedtalely broken offi 
in consa({uence of this erent, but alter soaae tinie^ 
apeftt in fraitlaui att^topta^ oa tire part of Great Bri-* 
tain, to obtain a full diaclosore of the existing* •n<*> 
gageoietits between France and Spaki^ hk CatbaUe 
Majesty deeiared war against England on tbe 19tb^e£ 



In t^e mcmtb of Pebraary, 1804, a piot was detect*- 
ed m France, tbe object of which seems to have beenr 
the overthrow of the existing government. The prin*-; 
cipat persons impticated in this eoni^racy were Ge^ 
neral Fiobegmv Georges Cadoodal, formerly a lesider 
of the insurgents in Britaraiy, and LajoAais, a ebn-^ 
ftdant of tbe former. It also appeared that General* 
Moreau had held secret interviews with Pichegra; 
Sific^ his retoni from England to Paris, and had, to a* 
certain extent, be^n made aoq^iainted with his pfams; 
The first intimation of lhi9 intrigue was given by a 
cetnfidential agent of the oonspirators^ who bad beetv 
arrested near Catais; and, on his information, La«- 
jollais, Moreau,,and several otbei^, were placed under 
arrestv Pichegm aud Georges for some time ,eiude4 
the search of the police, but were discovered imd 
eommitted to prison. Tbi(» treasM against tho exists 
ifig government was sinnounced to th^ public hi ^ 
raport to the first conrai, prepared by Regnier, tbe 
minister of justice, and which ascribed the wholeiplot 
to England and her emissaries* On the promulgation 
of this r^ort, tbe genius of the French nation dfS'« 
played itself in a profusion of legi^tative provisions, 
and in copious $nd abjoet addresses, imploring j&uo- 
naparte to take proper measures fbr the preservation 
of a life so dear to FV<tnce. 

Immediately on the arrest of General Pichegra, he 



3ft8 HISTORY OF ENOLANJb. [1804^^ 

iKKtervreht an examination before the prefect of the 
police, the object of which was to obtain from him a 
confession that he returti<ed to Frapce under the direc- 
tion of the French princes, and that his intention was 
to replace the Bourbons on the throne of their ances- 
tors. . After a siecond examination he was committed 
to the tower of the Temple, where he remained for 
about a mouth, when on a sudden the government 
ahnonhced that he had terminated his existence by 
suicide;, it was, however, said, that while he was in 
prison', attempts were made to extort from him con-^ 
fessions by the application of the torture, but that his 
iirbiness rendered these barbarities unavailing, and 
tbat^ in order to conceal the marks of the torture, 
and to avoid the exposure which must have taken 
place on his trial, recourse was had to the last expe- 
dient of a despotic government, and the victim of 
private assassination was calumniated as a suicide. 
In the same prison of the Temple, also, a British naval 
officer. Captain Wright, shortly afterwards died, un- 
der circumstances which gave rise ti> the suspicion 
that it proceeded from the hands of violeifce. He 
had been the fellow-prisoner of Sir Sidney Smith, 
and after escaping with that officer from the Temple;^ 
had served with him iii Egypt and Syria, and had 
already been named in the reports as the person who* 
effected the landing of Greorges, Pichegru, and their 
companions, bn the' coasUof France. On the^l5th of 
May, while cruising in the Bay oC Quiberon, he was; 
be<^almed and made prisoner by the French gun -boats, 
and did not long^un^ive his captivity. 

The tfiat of the other parties implicated in the 
pk»t took- place in Paris in the month of July, before 
the criminal tribunal of the department of the Seine, 
when Georges, and 19 others, were convicted, and 
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condemned to suffer death, with conii»catton of proi^- 
perty. General Moreau, whose high reputation in 
the army rendered it unsafi^ to sacrifice him, was seti- 
tenced to two years* imprisonment, but was permitted 
to transporthimself to America; to Armand Polignac, 
M. de Riviere Lajoiiais, and M. de Lozier, who were 
in the number of the convicted, a pardon was extended ; 
and on the 25th of July, Oeorges and eleven others 
wiere guillotihed at the^ Place de Greve. 

Buona{>arte,as he approached nearer to the authority 
and digtiity of a sovereign, appeared resolved to anni- 
hilate, if possible, the relics of that unhappy race which 
had, for so many centqries, given monarchs to France, 
and with this view Was guilty of ;an act which excited 
the detestation of all Europe, and will remain a fonl Mot 
on his memory. The Duke D'Enghien, the worthy 
representative of the House of Conde, had, since the 
continental peace, lived in retirement at the town of 
Ettenheim, in the Electorate of Baden. In this n^u- 
trsll territory, Buonaparte resolved to seize him ; for 
which purpose he sent General Gaulincourt, his aid* 
de-camp, with a body of cavalry, who entered the 
electorate on the Idth of March, and^ coming un^ 
awares upon the destined victim, secured him and 
several of his friends without difficulty » and even with* 
out opposition. The duke was immediately conveyed 
to Strasburg, and thence, without any intervalof 
rep6se, to Paris, where he was conducted to the same 
prison, the Temple, which had been the last scene of 
his sovereign's miseries : he was not, hdwever, per- 
mitted to remain here, or to take the smallest rest, 
but was hurried away to the castle of Yincennes, 
where he arrived on the 20th; and that same even- 
iifg^ exhausted wi^ fSaittgii^i: he wasdmggfd before 
a nilftaty comAitwonV when- a prctei]k)ed trial ensued. 
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aad in two boors, without aoy evkleiice being pro- 
duced^ the illoiitrious prisoocr wu foond goilty of 
having borne arms against the fVench republic, of 
having conspired to restore the monarchy, and of 
being an accomplice in the late conspiracy. In the 
night, Buonaparte's brother-in-law, Murat, with four 
other general officers, among whom were hts own 
brother, Louis Buonaparte, and Duroc, the consoles 
secretary, arrived at the castle, under an appropriate 
escort i^ Mamelucs, and the duke was shot by nine 
Italian grenadiers. He died, as he had lived, with the 
spirit of a Christian soldier, and expressed his satis- 
faction that his executioners were not Fr»chm^i, as 
his wretched country would have one crime less to 
answer for. 

' The intelligence of the mock trial, and. consequent 
murder, of this unfortunate i>rioee, was first made 
known in papers printed out of France ; fw it was 
not until several days after the event, that ihe Paris 
newspapers contained any narrative on the subject*. 
In private, where men could venture to express an 
/ afmiioii, eT«ry FreochoKui declared his »bhorrenc« of 
the aft. In foreign countries, the murder was stig- 
matized :ia becoming terms; and in some, solencut 
funeral obsequies were performed in honour of the 
victim. Several tiotes on the illegal seizure of tfae 
Duli^e D'EIngbien, and the violation of the. neutrality- 
of the German empire, were delivered to the dietaf 
Ratisbon, ahd addressed to the French tnim^ter Cor 
foreign affisirs ; vnotig which, the most spirited were 
those presentedi by the Russian, Swedish, and ttiino- 
verittn ministers*. 

To divert public attention from this atrocity, the 
ll'i^^incfa sgvvernmert atinmmced the diaoovn^jF of an*^ 
oUier plot, in wbidh they^ implicated the Bnti^ an* 
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nisier. at the court i>{ Munich^ Af r^ DraUe, aad the 
envoy t9. the £lector>df Wnrtembergy Mr. Spencer 
SmMh } njEM^ uf documents tod intercepted tetters 
weni produced, frooa wJiich . it appeared, that Mr# 
Drake bod iocautioosly given some attention to- the 
representatiotm ftnd projects of the infamous Mdiee 
de la Tonche^ who, having obtained access to^^him^ 
and made a tender of hi^ services, reported to the 
t^rench government the result of his intrigues. The 
oHgini^Is of the. correspondence . were communicated 
to the Elector of Bavaria, who expressed his* regiret 
th&t his capital should have been theicentre of such a 
transaction, and declared- that it was impossible £» 
him to. have any communication with Mr. Oeake^ 
or to receive hitn at his court* On. this intimations 
the 'British ^voy found it impossible to continfie ins 
residence in the. Bavarian territories ; and Mr, Spen* 
eer Smith wfets also under the neeessity of quitting 
Stutgard* As the papers respecting tJiis transaction 
were, widely distributed, it become necessat*y for the 
British government to vindicate itsdf, and a ^circular 
letter was accordingly addressed by Lord Hawkes^ 
biiry to the. different iS;»*eign ministers residafit in 
London, whiqh, in repelling the imputation of colin* 
tenaoeing projects of assiaasination^ maintained the 
rigbt.ofbelligeront. powers to avail themselves of any 
diteonteAts existing /in. the countries with which tbej 
nuiyibe at. war* The.exerctse of thi» right was fatty 
sahctioned by tlfte actual state of the fVench nation, and 
hy the leondnct of its government, which had ever since 
the commenoemeb t of tl^e war maintained a commoni-** 
cation with 1J^ disaffected in his Majesty V dominions, 
and hdd assembled, on the coast of France, a body of 
Irishrehelsferdie purpose of aiding their designs^ And 
if any acci*edited minister at a foreign court had hel<f 
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eorrei^mJence with persons in France, with a view to 
obtain information of the projects of the French go* 
▼eminent, he had done no more than mifiisters, under 
Mmilar circomstiances, had uniformly been considered 
as having a right to do. These arguments^were com- 
bated in a circular note, authorizing the French envoys 
to declare to the governments where they resided, that 
Buonaparte would not recognise the £nglish diplo- 
matic body in Europe, so long as the British govern- 
ment did not restrain them within the limits of their 
functions. 

Shortly after th^ attempt to place the British diplo- 
matic corps out of the protection of the law of nations, 
the French government most daringly infringed that 
very law. On the 2dth of October Sir Oeoi^ Rum- 
iMJdtthe English charyt d'affairesin the drcleof Lower 
Saxony, was seized at his country house near Ham- 
burg by a party of French troops, and conveyed to 
Paris, imprisoned in the Temple, and released only 
on signing a parole not to return to Hamburg, or 
reside within a certain distance of the French terri^ 
tories. The Senate of Hamburg appealed to the 
Courts of Berlin, Vienna, and Petersburgh, on this 
violation of their territory, and an application was 
made by the British minister for foreign alErira to 
die Prussian cabinet ; but a reinonstrance from that 
quarter had already been made wit^ success, for tl^e 
liberation of the envoy, and he was conveyed from 
Cherbourg, by a flag of truce, on board the Niobe 
frigate, which carried him to Portsmouth, after in 
vain applying for the restitution of his papers. • 

Buonaparte, encouraged by the general state of 
l^ngs, proceeded to ascend the last step on the ladder 
of ambition,and when all the previous preparations had 
been made, addresses were . presented to him by the 
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legislative and municipal belies, and by tbe difierent 
armies, in the months of March, April, and May, be* 
seeching hitn to become Emperor of the French* No 
extreme of adalation could exceed that by wlHch 
these addresses were marked : a man, whose lianda 
were still running with the blood of an innocent and 
tirlnous Prince, was held up as a model of virtue^, 
and the people, over whom a military tyranny held 
despotic sway, ^ere represented as supremely happy 
under bis mild and free governmtot. When the pob^ 
lie bad tbus been apprized of the consul's intentions^ 
a decree wtis finally passed by tbe senate, on tiie]8th of 
.May,, abolishing the constitulia]^ which the senatoirs 
and consuls themselves bad so rebeirtly sworn to ob-» 
serve and maintain inviolate ; imd declaring Napokbnl 
Buonaparte Emperor of the French, and the imperial 
dignity hereditary in his family. Tbe new emperor 
then addressed a letter to his birii<^, in which be 
ascribed his elevation to IVovidenoe, and ordered a 
Te Veum to be song, in all the cburches, on the^lc!- 
rious occasion. The bishops k^t pace in their adun 
lation with the military and civil bodies, and framed 
prayers adapted to the new order of things; while, 
to crown the whole, the Pope was ordered to atteodr 
the cetemony of the coronation, and, with his owa 
hands/to place the crown on the beadof his^'dearert 
son in Christ, Napoleon, . Emperor of the Fr^ncb^ 
who has. signified his afarong desire to be anmnted 
with 4he holy unction." This ceremony took place 
on the 19th of November, in the cittfaedral of Notrj^ 
Dame, at'Pairis; tbe same church in which, with 
more zeal, the Parisians bad^ a few years before, wor- 
shipped a naked prostitute, as the goddess of reasion,^ 
in obedience to the comttMnd of Buonaparte's friend, 
and predecessor, Ma^ximilian Robespierre. 
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Tbe M8uiiiption,of the: imperijftl 4ig>iity bx Bui&na^ 
parte gAvb a new mteretftto the political coocerns of 
Eilrope ; and tlie time imii netw airired when, the 
GertaMuiit body was no I<>nf er to he considered as 
abitod under one head. 

In the oMnth of Angiwt tbe Bmperor Francis israed 
a decree, by which his title of Emperor of Germany 
was. ehang^ed for that of Austria* The coimcil ^ 
stale declared the object of thi* measure te be» ^' the 
phMennstion of that degree of equality which should 
snhsisfc between the grcat powersi and the jest rank 
of .the hoase and state of Austria etinong tbe nations 
of Bnrope.V The eiiperor further urged> that in 
conferring upon his. family an hereditary imperial 
title, be was followilBi^. the example of RuMia in the 
lastefoiui^, and pffV^boe'in the present day^ TMs 
wtmi was bailed witbi undisscim&Ied joy 1^ France 
and Prdssia; andlwhen. tt was annonnoed to Ihe diet 
ef:Rati8bon, it exjeitdlno bnimsdversion, eitcept frbai 
the King of Sisedin, jfidM. considered this change so 
inseparably connected, with the composition of the 
German empire, . that it was not to be laid bi^re Hie 
diet merely afeK a notification^ but as a sabject.for deli^ 
Wslioa, in the dtscnsnon of which all the members 
of the diet might eKpness their ojNsiiolis, as authorized 
by :tb* tonstittttioa. No tribute could haw been 
nsore Aattering to BuoAapaiie than this eoncession, 
winch not only made the sovereign, hitherto const* 
dered as the first in Europe, in point of dignity^ mora 
recent in the creation of title than himself, but even 
recorded his example as one of :the motives of the 
conduct of the Smpe^or Francis. 

The rteewal of the war on tibe continent had beeli 
some time confidently expected, and tbe appointment 
of Lord Granville Levsson Gower a3 ambassador to 



the <iaurt of St; Petersburgb, sarv^d to streni^heii 
i\\e o^ioD that anotfa^ j^ohtinentol allimoe wag on 
thet^pia. On the 5th ^f May ^ the Boiperar of Btttiiit 
presented an energetic note to the diet of Batifibaii» 
on the seizure 4>f Xhe Didce D'Enghien^ in wkidb lie 
declared, that h^ learned, with equal astonishment 
and \;oncern, the event that had taken place ai Bttmi*> 
heim, the cireninetances by wbkdi it was atleiidedly 
and its melancholy result: and the coneera -^^ Ae 
emperor on this occasion was the more liir^ly^ aa^ke 
coald by no means reconcile the violation of the iervi* 
tory of the Germah empire, to those principles of 
justice and propriety whidi are held saered andonjgf 
nations, and are the bulwark <tf Aeir rectprooal reku* 
tions. 7o tk^ remoRSferance the French nriniiter 
replied, that the Emperor of Germany, and the KfWg 
of Prussia, who, undoafaledly , ' were thetwo pcminem 
most concerned in the fate <of th^ German empire^ 
had considered the French gotemment soffieie^lly 
authorized to arrest, at two leagues distance frdm he# 
frontiers, French rebels, who had ^^onspired agsrinsi 
their own oouatry, and who, by the natureof theftf ]^ldtei 

as well as^ by the terrible ev^idencewkiefa-corroborat^d 
them/ had placed themselves out of the protection of 
the law of natiotisi The German privicesibeihg; thus* 
satisfied, the first consul felt himself inno^Vmy respoin- 
sible to the Emptor of Rossta, on a point wtfii^h ditf 
not concern his interei^; and if it were lire intientioa 
of his Majesty to form a new coalition in l^urope^ 
and to recommence the war, what need was there of 
empty preteivces, and why did be noft act opefily? 
Two months elapsed belbre a'Mply was^made to thi» 
paper; but on. the 91st of Jttly, M. D-dobril,'th* 
Russian 4^rffe ^%£n%res^ cbmplained that it waij, Jn^ 
all respedls, e^as^vev^ and by w^ means an aniiweif to^ 
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the note he imd ddiTered. An important correspoad* 
ence ensnedy during which, the King of Sweden ieip* 
peared to be. anioiated with a resolutioo to support 
the principles of the laws of nations, and' to make 
^eommoii cause with the Emperor Alexander. 

The Emperor of Russia's appeal to the diet of Ra« 
tisboQ had little effect on the Germanic body. 'The 
King of Prussia evinced no disposition to resist the 
aggresaaons of Buonaparte, and the majority of the 
other states were fearful of the renewal of a contest, 
in which they might ride more than they could hope 
to gfain. The Emperor Alexander, in warmly remon- 
strating against the usurping and domineering spiritof 
Ftance, had insisted upon the evacuation of the king* 
dom of Naples and the north of Germany By the 
French, and the indemnificatiim of the JSLing of Sar- 
dinia. The refusal of compliance <M!icasioned the 
Russian resident to demand his passports for depar* 
tnre from France ; and both partis made prepara- 
tions for a -renewal of hostilities. Austna, in the 
aseantime, was employed in repairing the losses which 
her armies had sustained in the late war, and in im- 
proving the condition of her military establishknents. 

Whilst the situation of the cmtineiltal powers would 
not permit Buonaparte to direct his whole military 
.foifce to the invasion of England, he spared no ^ort to 
acquire the means of meeting tlie navy of Great Bri* 
tain on more eqaal terms. He had now at bis dis- 
posal the fleets of Spain, and by a convention con- 
cluded on the 30th of October, he obtained from 
Genoa, in return for some-^ commercial ad vantages^ 
the service of 6000 seamen during the - war, and the 
use of therharbours, jsrsenals, and dock-yards. Thus 
the port of Genoa was virtually teded to him, under 
^i\ engagement that the Ligurian jepublic rim^ld, at 
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its own expense, enlarge the basin for the reception 
of ten sail of the line, which were to be immediately 
constructed. 

' In St. Domingo, the negro chief, Dessalines, who 
had sncceeded Toussaint, following the ej^ample of 
Buonaparte/ dignified himself with the title of 'Em- 
peror of Hay ti, the native name of the island, and 
formed an imperial court, with all its etiquette and 
appendages. In the course of the year the blacks 
obtained entire possession of the French part of the 
island, sacrificing to their revenge all the white in- 
habitants who had not made a timely escape^ 



CHAPTER XXYIII. 



During the Parliamentary recess, Mr. Pitt was 
sedulously employed in cementing a good understands 
ing, and in strengthening the connection which sub- 
sisted, between this country and the court of St. 
Petersburgh ; and the foundation was laid for a new 
confederacy against France, as soon as a favourable 
opportunity should occur for carrying it into effect. 
While this intercourse was carrying on, ministers 
were surprised by a letter, written by Napoleon's 
own hand, and addressed to his Britannic Majesty. 
This unusual mode of communication, which he had 
before adopted upon his accession to the office of first 
consul, was chosen from a professed desire to disen- 
gage so important a transaction from the intrigues of 
cabinets and^the perpliexities and delays of diplomacy. 
After adverting to his recent elevation to the throne 
of France, and lamenting the unnecessary effusion of 
blood, he said he considered it no disgrace to take 
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thf» (irs^ step towards eonciliatioB ; for tjiough pea^^ 
was the wiah of bis heart, war had ne^er been inaoQi- 
sistent with his glory. As it had never been custo- 
mary for the English $overeiga to communieate 
directly with a foreign potentate, an answer ww 
retiirqed by Ii^rd Mulgrave, addressed to th^ French 
ipioisler, intimating his Majesty's wish to pr^qpf 
%he bl^^ssings of peace, on terms oimipatible with the 
permaneiit security of Europe ; bi:it stating the in^- 
prac(iciibility of more fully meeting the overtiiri^ now 
ipade, until he had communicated with the powers 
of the continent, with whom he was engaged ia cob- 
fidential connections and relations. 

To strengthen the hands of government, Mr. Pitt 
found it expedient to renew his connection with Mr. 
Addington; and that gentleman having been called 
up to the House of Peers, by the title of Viscount 
Sidmouth, was, on the 14th of January, 1805, ap- 
pointed to succeed the Duke of Portland, as presi^ 
deiit of the council. At the same time LoahI Mtil*- 
grave was appointed secretary for foreign affairs in 
the plaee of Lord Harrowby, and the Ear) eX Bjudc« 
inghamsbire chancellor of the duchy of Lancaster. 
Qn thtf ISith the session of Parliament was opened by 
Im Majesty in person. The speech from the throne 
announced that the preparations for invasion were 
still caiiried on by France, with unremitting activity ; 
that Spain, ondei^ the eontroitl of the Fr^ich govemr 
ment, had issued a declaration of war against thia 
country ; and that a oommoni cation, containing a 
pnoles^ion of a pacific disposition, bad re<|ently been 
received from France, to which his Ma^ty had 
replii^, by expressing his earnest desire ibr l&e 
restoration of the blessings of peace, not deeming it' 
fowper ta en^ev inio a more particular explanation. 
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w^hoiit previously <;(>n9aUing those continentftl pdw^iv 
with whom he wfts engaged in confidential inter- 
eoiirse. The usual addresses passed unanimously in 
both Houses. 

On the 23d of Jaiiuary, 130^000 mesE, including 
marines, were voted^ by the House of CotnuionfS» fov 
the service of iBe navy, for the year 1805; and a 
sum, not exceeding 2|886|000/.y for the payment of 
the men. At the same time, the sum of 2,964,000/. 
was granted for victualiing^ and dfiSO^iOOi. for wear 
and tear of shippings &c. The number of meh ac- 
titally employed in the navy, at this titn^^ amomrted 
to 108,000. On the 4th <ff Felifuary, the secretary 
at war moved the army estimates of th^ year, which 
amounted to 12,395,400/. 7^. 6^. fyt 312,048 Men, 
under the different heads of itervio^. In th^ budget, 
which was opened on the ISIth, the fihrinist^f stated the 
joiiit charge of s^pplie>^ for (?rtet dritajn send Ii^eland 
ait 44,500^000/. Among the ways artd means were a 
loan of 20,000,000/. for England^ and 2,500,000/. for 
Ireland; several new war taxes were itnposed; an 
atJ^moMation of one-fourth was htid OA the pfopisrty 
tax i and an f ncre^e of one-half in thf^ duty on Sftlt 
being strongly c^bject^ to, as likely to bfi injurious 
to the fishei^ieSy considerablo modtfiicatioas wefe madei 
before it passed. 

The papers relating t& the dispute with Sp^in he-> 
came the subject of a lengthened discuasion, whiiik 
eoniinued for two days, the 1 1 tb and 1 :s2th of Feb- 
raary. Mr. Pitt entered into a» lo^g an^J himifVOns 
explanation' au^ defence of the conduct of the Btt^^ 
tish government, which was, however, severely repi*o» 
bated by Mr. ©rey, Who considered the language of 
the cabinety in the first in^tatyce,- (during Mr. Ad- 
dia§ton'» administration). aer too tame^ irresolute, and 
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indecisive; and, at lart^ after Mr. Pitt came into 
power, as too precipitate, and too violent. He mov- 
ed various resolations conformable with these senti- 
ments, and a long discussion ensued, in which much 
learning was displayed in explaining and applying 
the law of nations, as laid down by Yattel and others, 
and in which much special pleading was applied to 
the purpose of perverting the -obvious meaning of the 
plainest passages referred to in support of opposilie 
conclusions. Mr. Windham, Dr. Lawrence, Mr. Fox, 
and Lord Temple, joined in censuring the conduct of 
ministers, while it was ably defended by Lord Castle- 
reagh, Sir John Nicboll, the Master of the Rolls, and 
again by Mr. Pitt himself, who made a masterly 
reply to all the arguments advanced in snpport of Mr. 
Grey's amendment, which, on a division, was reject- 
ed by 313 votes against 106. 

The next subject of importance that engaged the 
-attention of Parliament, arose out of a motion made 
in the Peers by the Earl of Damley, and in the Com- 
mons by Mr. Sheridan, for the repeal of thb addi- 
tional force bill, a measure which, it was contended, 
had, in the course of the Jast eight months, raised no 
more than 1295 men, of whom 343 only had been 
applicable to general service. This motion, which 
produced very elaborate and spirited debates, was 
lost) in the Lords, by a majority of 68 voices, and in 
the Commons by 140. 

A bill to continue the suspension of the habeas 
carpus act in Ireland, was proposed in the Commons 
<m the B%h of February, and> passed ; an amendment, 
moved by Sir John Newport, for a committee to 
examine documents, and report on the necessity of 
such suspension, being rejected by 1 12 to 3%. The 
abolition of the slave trade was again proposed. 
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and»negative(l by the small majority of 77 s^ainst 70. 
. Petitions from the Roman , Catholics of Ireland, pray- 
ing relief from civil disabilities, gave rise to viery 
interesting, discussions, but the minister declared that 
existing circumstances were unfavourable to their 
clainia, and they were rejected by considerable ma- 
jorities. On the 19th of June, in consequence of a 
royal message relative to negociations pending with 
some of the continental powers, a sum not exceeding 
dydOOyOOO/. was granted to his Majesty, to enable him 
to enter into su^h engagements, and to take such 
n^easures, as the exigencies of affairs might demand. 
On the 12th of July, Parliament was prorogued by 
commission. 

In the course of this session proceedings were in- 
stituted against a member of administration, which 
strongly engaged the attention of the public. Amongst 
the measures for the reformation of the public expen- 
diture, meditated or resolved upon by the Addington. 
administration, an inquiry into the abuses of the naval 
department was one of .the most prominent ; aiid, to 
give efficacy to these investigations, a bill was passed 
in 1803, appointing commissibners for that purpose. 
This bill originated, in a great degree, with Earl St. 
Vincent, first lord of the admiralty, a situation to 
which, on Mr. Pitt's return to power. Lord Melville 
was appointed. In the meanwhile, the commissioners 
had produced several successive reports, one of which, 
/ the 10th, appeared to implicate the new first lord of 
the admiralty, who had, while he filled the ofiice of 
treasurer of the navy, retained in his hands lar^e sums 
of the public money, contrary to law. This report - 
- Mr. W hi thread brought under the, consideration of 
the House of Commons in April, observing that the 
commissioners had done their duty to the public, ;and 
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it fell to hit) lot to bring to jottfee those whom Hbey 
had exposed. The report involved a ec^»iderable 
nomber of individaals ; not only Lord Melville, mod 
Mr. Alexander Trotter his paymaster, but Mr. Wil-» 
son, and Mr. Mark Sprott, the slockbroker^ made «, 
considerable iigare in the sceoe^i^ In exUbiting a 
eharge against Lord Melville, he did not aecase « 
mere unprotected individual: that nobleman had^ for 
a period of thirty years, been in the nnintefrupted 
possession of some lucrative office, and had exercised 
a most extensive influence; he had many individuate 
attached to him by the consciousness df obligation ; 
and though not personally present, he hadg no doubty 
powerful friends in the Housa, who^vo6)d be fomid 
ready to undertake his defence* Mr. Whitbr^pd then 
referred to the act of 1785, of ^viliich Lord MelviUe 
(then Mr. Dundfis) was tlie supporter, forreg^ating 
the department of treasurer of the navy, and te^ the 
order of council, by which his salary was advancedl 
from 2000/. to 4000J. a-yesir, in lieu W all ptoHts^ fee% 
or emoluments, which b^ might before haiv« derivei^ 
from the public money lying in his hands. The 
charges^ were cla^stsed undec three- heads; firsi, tfaer 
haviBg applied the money gf tb^ pubHc to othe^ uses 
than those of the naTal depaitmai^ with whioh b# 
was connected, in express contempt of an act of Far-* 
liament ; second, connifing at a system of peculatMMt 
in an individual^ for whose eotidm^t be was o^ially 
responsible; and thirds his pattieipfrtioii iit that sys*^ 
tern. To the honour of public men, said Mr« Whit- 
bread, charges like this have seldom been preferred ^ 
and it is a singular ciretitestani:^, that the only in- 
stance of a simUar charge, for a great number of 
years^ was brought against j8fr Thomas ftumbold by 
the noble lord hims^f, on the ground of maivers«lioii» 
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in India. With r^pect ta the first charge, it appear- 
fsd from the report that there hiKl been, for a number 
of years, deficiencies in the trmiiurer of the navy's 
department, to (he amdunt of upwards of 600,000/. 
a-*year. When Lord Melville was asked a plain 
qoestioo as to the appropriation of this money, he, as 
well as bis agent, Mr. Xrotter, professed total igno* 
rance of th^ deficiencies 4 but by and by the paymas^ 
ter began lo recover his recollection, and confessed, 
that from the year 1786, down to the period at which 
he waa examined, he had been in the habit of draw- 
ing out public money, and placing it in the hands of 
his 9wn bankers. When the commissioners inquired 
a little further, he had the assurance to tell them, that 
they had no right to. interfere in his private affairs* 
Xiord Melville, ifi4l'4etter to the commissioners, was 
It little "^Qior^*^ communicative; he acknowledged the 
faet of advances having been made to him, but said 

that he conid not give the other itiformation required^ 

I- 

becauae he eould not disclose state secrets, and be^^ 
C^use he was not in possession of the accounts of ad^ 
vanee^i made -^to otHer departments, having himself 
committed them to the flames \ and not only had the 
noble lord destroy^ the pap^s, but he had actually 
lost all racoltection of the whole affair ! The second 
charge agiainst Lord Melville was, that he eounived 
at the appropriation of pibiic money to private pur-f 
poaes* Trotter did not deny that he had lur^e sums 
in the hands pf Mr. Coutts, his private banker ; but 
iaid it was more conveiiient for the money to be there 
than in the Bank of England, and more secure : and 
for the truth of this oplnioia, he appealed to Lord IMBeU 
ville-^to Lovd MelviQe^ who framed and sanolioned 
the hill of 1 74d ! to Lord l^elville, who, not satisfied with 
• the regulations of l£e Act of 1 786, propcMses still strietev 
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limitations in 1786 ! For what purpose, however, Mr. 
Whitbread asked, was there so constant a flactnatioii 
in Mr. Trotter's accoCmt at the bank of Mr. Coutts? 
atid why such perpetual drafts for money, in the name 
of Mr. Trotter ?* At the time that he was anxious 
for the safety of what was passings through his hands, 
was it always lodged at Mr. Coutts's, allowing that 
to be the place of fittest security ? No, it was em- 
ployed in discounting bills, in forming speculations, 
in gambling on the Stock Exchange. No less than 
34,000,0002. of the public property had passed through 
Lord Melville's paymaster's hands ; the report stated 
explicitly, that upwards of 8,000,0007. had been in 
the hands of his private banker, and nearly 7,000,000/* 
more were allowed to have passed through the same 
channel. While Mr. Trotter was thus busy, what 
became of Lord Melville and his responsibility ? Hfad 
Mr. Trotter's speculations failed, it was not to him, 
but to his lordship, that the public had to look for 
redress. While the people were struggling with the 
heaviest burdens ever laid upon them, Mr. Trotter, 
and his silent discreet broker, Mr. Mark Sprott, were 
placing their heads together to lay out the public 
money to the greatest advantage : and Lord Melville 
never interfered, never once inquired into this pay- 
master's proceedings. Mr. Sprott, when interrogated 
by the commissioners, replied that Mr. Serjeant 
Shepherd, and other eminent lawyers, advised him 
to preserve a religious silence. Lord Melville and 
Mr. Sprott were not quite uniform on this part of the 
business; Mr. Sprott said nothing; but Lord Mel- 
ville acknowledged that he knew of the transactions, 
but nft of the detail. If he knew that his paymaster 
was speculating in the fuiids, he was, at least, bound 
to see what was the extent of the^e speculations. He 

57 



1805.] titKORGti THB THIRD. 405 

ong^ht to have felt that bis responsibility was at stake, 
that the public money was put to hazard, ami that it 
was time to stop so serious an eviL On the third part 
, of thejSubject(the suspicion of criminal participation) 
Mr. Whitbread said, that Lord Melville had found 
Mr. Trotter clerk 19 the navy pay- oflSce ; he made him 
his paymaster, and in a short time his agent. In this 
situation Lord Melville had pecuniary concerns with 
him to a considerable amount, but was unable to tell 
the conimissioners whether the advances made to him 
by Mr. Trotter were from his own or the public^ 
snoney. The truth was, that when Lord Melville first 
beg'an to patronize him, his Wrdship himself knew, 
that though a man of good family, he had no pro- 
perty but what was derived from his salary ; it was 
absolute equivocation, then^ to pretend that Lord 
Melville could be ignorant of the source whence 
Trotter was enabled to supply him with advances. 
After contrasting the reserve of the ex-treasurer with 
^e open disavowal made by his successors of any 
Emolument fi^om the application of the funds entrust- 
ed to them, Mr. Whitbread concluded by moving - 
thirteen resolutions, founded on the circumstances 
which he had developed. 

Mr. Pitt replied in a long and able speech, in which 
he remarked that there was no allegation in the report, 
or even in the speech, of Mi". Whitbread, that any loss 
to the public had been sustained by the transactions 
under consideration. He admitted that the subject 
was of a grave and solemn nature, and that if, in a 
great nioney department, irregularities had been com- 
mitted, . though unattended with loss^ it might be the 
doty of the House to set a mark upon such proceed- 
ings ; but all the circumstances of this case were not 
before them in the report, and till they were investir 
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406 HI8VORY OF )BKGI«Ain>., [1805. 

gated, the House could tiot be iti a ditoatic^ to cofne 
to any vote. He would not say that conniving at the 
application of the public money, for the purpose ev^i 
of innocent profit to individuals, without actual loaft 
to the state, was altogether to be justified, but our 
judgment should depend upon a complete knowledge 
of all the circumstances — upon inquiry into the mode 
of its employment, and the probable danger ami 
amount of the sum employed : the Commissioners of 
Naval Inquiry, however, did not say that the issues Ui 
the treasurer or paymaster of the naVy were greater 
than necessary, or that the money ilnpressed in faM 
hands was not forthcoming when wantcid. Witti 
regard to the charge of Lord Melville having pat^-^ 
ticipated in the profits derived from the employmeaff 
of the public money, it was particularly necessary 
that a more detailed examination should take plaee 
on a point which depended so much upofti matters oif 
account. On the face of the accounts, lOOiOOO/. waa 
the whole amount of the advances to Lo^rd M^lviHei 
It was known that of all the siims of 1 60,000,000/. 
which had passed through the hands of bis lordriiip, 
every farthing had been applied to tlie purposes W 
which it was issued, and had been regularty account*^ 
ed for ; and it would be found, that, of the 100,000/. 
which, on the face of the account, was paid to iibPi 
Melville,' many of the drafts were, in reality, paymebta 
lor public services. If this could be madie 0fU,Wlie' 
was informed it could, it was of itself a ooncluelfv^ 
ilrgument for futther inquiry ; he therefore moted that 
a select committee be appointed to ^oufsidei^'^ lOdi 
iTeport of the Coramis^oners of Naval Ih^uiry, and 
the doctimenls therewith connected, that th^y exaoili^ 
^e same, and report their opiaion ther^icm to Itf^ 
House. At the suggestion of Mi*. Fox, Mr. Fitt coa«- 
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H^nteclf in. the . firii^t instance^ tQ.mova the. pi^eviou# 
question. Mr. Tierpey safd^ that during the time h^ 
Ifias trefEBurer of the navy ijie. felt no inconvenience 
frotfi a compUanoe w^tk tb^ act of JP^rliajaji^^ti and 
liel4 th^t tb^. report ojF tbe, oomn^i^sioners should, h» 
tokeQ as eonclnsive evid^jice against Lord Melvill^> 
^Timt noble lord had, in his opinion, already eigoy^ 
fU» fiaiit a trial as the mture of the case woold ^dqlrt 
Oify iiud no committee of (bat House could throw any 
more light upon the subject. After a number of ob? 
nervations frpm the Attorney •general, Mr. Canning, 
lh0 faster of the Rolls, and Lord Castlereagh, ip^ 
^Vour of a select committee, and from Lord Henry 
]f0tty» Mti Ponsonby, Mr. Fox, and Mr. Wilbepforco, 
in sopport-^of the resolutions, the House dividedv 
vlihte thwe appeared 216 votes for, and 216 again^t^ 
Mr. Whitbread's motion, and the speaker gave hip 
ca^tiBg vote in its favour. 

On the 10th of April, the Chancellor of the ^xcbet 
i|oer announced to the House of Commons, tbat Lor4 
Melville had tendered his. resignation of. the office of 
first Iwd of the admiralty^ which his Majesty had 
a4H!«pt6d. Mr. Whitbread said, tbat had the. issue of 
Ibe debate on . Mo^iday been merely of a personal ^ 
party natute; he might have been satisfied with Lord 
BldviUe's.nimoval froip the responsibility, dignity^ 
at|d cmolumeiit, attached to the si toation. which ho 
ba4 resigniedf bot he thought it so necessary that hiA 
lordship AoiUld be prevented from ever ag^iin polluting 
vt^ith his presence the councils of his sovereign, that 
beloi'e any otber. proceeding, he should move an (ad^ 
dress to the throne, praying his Majesty to deprive the 
Bobie lord c[f every civil, office held during the plea* 
suneof the. crown, and to dismi^ him from the couxw 
cils of the kingdom for crver, Mr. Whitbread asked 
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whether Mr. Pitt was prepared to give a pledge to 
thiM effect, and whether Mr. Trotter *had been dis* 
missed. Mr. Canning replied that he had, bat he 
did not think that the case of Lord Melville, which, 
at the most, amounted to no more than a bare suspi* 
cion, warranted the severity of the proceedings now 
proposed ; and, after a very animated conversation^ 
Mr. . Whitbread agreed to withdraw his motion, in 
lieu of which he moved, that the resolutions of the 
former night be laid before his Majesty, and that they 
be carried up by the whole Hoq^e. On the following "" 
day they were accordingly presented, when his Ma- 
jesty replied that he should, on all occasions, receive 
with the greatest attention, any repre^ntations of bis 
Commons ; and he was fully sensible of the import- 
ance of the matter which was the subject of their 
resolutions. 

On the 6th of May, Mr. Whitbread made his ino- 
tion for the erasure of Lord Melville's name from the 
list of privy counsellors, when Mr. Pitt said he had * 
reason to believe that the step desired by the honour- 
able gentleman was considered, generally, as expe- 
dient; and he had therefore felt it his duty to advise 
his Majesty to erase the name of Lord Melville frooi 
the list of privy counsellors ; to this advice his Ma- 
jesty had acceded, and on the first day thata cbuncil 
should be held for general purposes, the business would 
be finally executed. He was not ashamed to confess 
that he "had not given this advice without >. a bittei* 
pang, but he could not suffer feelings of private friend- 
ship to interfere with what he found to be the declared 
sense of a majprity of the House. Mr. Whitbread 
then inquired whether Lord Melville held any place 
of profit during the pleasure of the crown, and being 
answered none but for life, he withdrew^ his motion. 
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The Commissioners of Naval Iniqairy'liadijnitfae 

early progress of these ^discussions, been seduloudy 

occupied in the ' reseiirches arising out of the lOtii' 

report: and Mr. Whitliread, in cohsequenee (tf the 

facts which bad transpired in the coursd of :that^iili^. 

quiry, now declared himself justified in giving notice 

of an intention finally to move for an knpeachin»t. 

This notice was met, on the part of Mr; Rebert Jhm- 

das^ son of Lord Melville, by a requisitioii tbat^thfe 

noble lord should be admitted and heard by tfare 

House, on the subject of the 10th report, ' previously 

to the motion for impeaehment being put. Leave to 

appear having been obtdned from both Hoastes, oil 

the 11th of Jnne, Lord Melville, escorted by the ser^ 

jeant at arms, advanced within the bar of the Hoiee 

of Commons, and entered upon his defence ; he so^ 

lemnly asserted, that he never knew thatMr.^Frotter 

had drawn any money for the purposes of 'speculatioiiv 

and declared that he had felt highly indignant at the 

charge that such transactions had been conducted with 

his privity, and that, in execution of them, Mr. Trot^ 

ter had enjoyed the advantage of his:(Lor4MelviUe!s) 

knowledge of the confidential secrets of govemtnent. 

His lordship as positively denied his' participation in 

the profits of Mr. Trotter: he admitted, that when the 

money was drawn for naval purposes, he had sufiered 

him to place it in the house of Messrs. Coutts, imtil 

it should be wanted, instead of putting it into the iron 

chest, or transferring it to the custody of the respec« 

tive sub^accbuntants ; but that he had ever given "Mn 

Trotter power to draw money from the Bank indis* 

criminately, was unti:ue.. He certainly did suppose 

the paymaster derived a profitfrom the sums i&^vested 

in the liands of Messrs. Coutts, but he had never con-^ 

sidered it as a clandestine or unlawful proceedings 
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Mid.ilutf^nteMD. ha ttadJiiot dkeetly disclaimed any 
tfauvijitliQMpi-ofitoy wbeaV^xamiaed before tbeei»me 
iitttoe^WMbficaine he bad that moilieQt been ioforqir 
elk of thftOopliiBion in. Mrbioli bis jMiyinaster'a, apcqui^ 
irtoad, aitd tlwBe was a doubt^in his own midd^ wh#i|^ 
he J night not^ io eonsequeaee of th«t cirqnipstaiiGey 
Aiiiitentioiiaily have reoeiived M^9t was. his o^ii pror 
fKttff^ hfOBL unlawful profits. His lordsb^^ refe^f^ 
tditwo soMMr of about 10^000{> each, the circiimstanee^ 
fi^latiyte lo/vMhioh.he felt equally boqild, .jbyiprtvatp 
Ijianonr apd publici duiy^. uevier to disclose ; ibou|^}i 
lie affirmed) that .those sulns were, neither used nor 
Tiint tolleitoi^lQyed fx ^y object of profit by bun- 
Mm' hid ^evtobly. direct^ his Agent to protHire for 
Im tfae.i*ati of. 20(0002, for wAwh.tie had paid reg«- 
Imt iftteznl; Jhulii It: waa tel .till> tritiiip^ tb«.l«ua; sn 
vadaaLtbil heiknftw. Jdir^ Trotter, vw A^. \w^r of Ibfe 
PMiey. . iufler^ expteiniog^. this nature of bis. tntnte)^ 
tiomsi.with jrespeefc to tiller loyally Jom» tor )«biclb.he 
MbscrihedtheiSttmoC ]D»Q0O/. his lordship Mid^wJbte 
ha destroyed all vouchers^ it was because houonaideiv 
f^cibsib ttsdess^ arid tiot fromthemost remotelappr^ 
hension of d^ng^o frorii their existetice«> . fie. could 
acareiriy belicTeell^at an> im|>eaiGbment was ihteAded; 
ii^ wari «({aaHy. ineioeduloiis with respdct to sH indidb- 
knenfif and lie did not yett despair of reebiviog justice 
fimtt his. ddhded. country r 

.. Mr* Whitbread then siatd^ the. excuse dffisred bj 
Iiord MeltiDe for tiot diiidctly answering questiptis» in 
eOHsequeDce of the mixed state of Mr. Trotter!s.acr 
coontSf we^ strange and incredible. He argued .on 
tho suspicions cifcttmstaiice of refusing to give any 
hotouytof the two sundS 6f lO,0DO/^.and declared thist 
if. his lofdship n^otild refer the. matter to a jury of 
hpnoort oonsisCinar of the Chaticelior of the Cxchen- 
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qBLBTf Mr. Windham 9 and any otiier persM 6f dijkfdt 

integrity, be should; in casn theyai^qbiftdd bjitn, fcci 

iddti^fi^d • ]\lr4 Whftbread €(QAchided by mMit^i thM 

I{en47 <tiord Yiscoant Melville he iltipea^h^ 0f hi^ti 

erimes and misdemeano^nrs. A long del&aite dUMddj 

in the bourse of which Mr. Bond objected to na iillf^ 

peachment as cumbrons and expensiyey asid nlOTed,'aa 

an amendment, that hia Majesty's Attornej^'^ltenertdi 

be directed to prosecute Henry Lord Yiscodnt M^ 

ville lor the several offences which appear, from't^ii^ 

report of -the CoramTSsioners of Naval Inqoiry, tod 

that of the select cemi^ttee of the ttoiise of Com'-^ 

inons, te have been committed by him* The motibii 

fbr impeachment was rejected by a iKiajority cfHf 

and Mr. Bond's amendment for a criminal proitMa^' 

tiOB adopted by 298 to 229 voices: it w»s, hoW^v^, 

nttimately determined, on the 25th of June, 4hat4;he 

mode of prosecution by impeachmeM ^ould be p^ 

sorted to, and Mr. Whitbread was appointed manager^ 

with directions to acquaint the Ldirds on the fotao#« 

ing day therewith. On this occasion, Mr. Pitt deli^ 

vered his last speech in the senate, and argued strongly 

in favoar^f a* trial by )mp<^achmeht, in'|jtef6rehce to 

proceedings by a criminal prosecution. / 

The British cabinet was still in a divided state ; andf 

the t^onflicting sentiments of ifis members, threatened 

to producfe a partial change in the ministry, had^ nd 

stihjeotot paramount interest ariseh to eallthem more 

Wrongly into action. It appears thaft, soon after ffie 

Easter recess, Lord Sidmputh suggested the prc^ridfy 

of removing Lord Melville fh>m the privy council^ 

hut Mr. Pitt, wishing to avoid thiat measure, cbnoeiv* 

^ that both Pariiameht and the cpunti^y wouH Ibe 

satisfied with the noble lord^s resignation of his office 

as firet lord of the Admiralty. NertSier parly 
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disposed to yield, and Lord Sidmooth, the Earl of 
^Qckipgimnishire, and Mr. Yansittart, expressed their 
determination to throw up .their several appointments ; 
bnt this extremity was for the present aVerted, by the 
erasure of Lord Melville's name from the list of the 
prjvy <;onnciI,, and the vote of impeachment which 
afterwards passed against that nobleman. However, 
cm the 5th of July, Lord Sidmouth went out of office; 
aiid^ ftve days afterwards, his- example was followed 
by. 1^ Earl of Buckinghamshire* These noblemen 
l^ere, suc<^eeded by Earl Camden and Lord Har- 
row.by» while Lord Castlereagh was appointed to the 
foreign . department, the office of first . lord of. the 
Admiralty having been previously conferred on ^ir 
Charles Middleton, who was called to the. Upper 
Hoi^ie of Parliament, under the title of Lord Barbara. 
The domestic events of this summer were by no 
m^ans SRich. as to assist Mr. Pitt in bearing up against 
the attacks of disease with which he had long been 
assailed. For more than four years, he had laboured 
undc^ all the inconveniences resulting from a weak 
stomach, and the consequent failure of appetite; and 
it. Infill be easily^ conceived, that mental anxiety, is 
peculiarly calculated to aggravate the effects of such 
a disorder. This anxiety the unprosperous state of 
affairs on the continent tended further to increase. 
The, continued encroachments of Buonaparte, who 
had crowned himself King of Italy at Milan, and 
axn^e^ed Genoa to France, had roused the powers of 
the -continent to resistance, and a treaty between 
Russia and England had been signed at St. Peters* 
burgh op the 11th of April, to which Austria and 
Sweden soon acceded, and of which the object was 
to restore, , in some degree, the balance of . power in 
^nppe, by driving the French out of Hanover and 
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pei^dance o^ ^Qlland aind S^itz^rlaud ; by r^toripg 
th^ Kaing^ of SAr4inis|ij to bU tbroi)e and territory ; . and 
by/Coi%ip^}tii)g.tlie French to evacuate the kingdom of 
N;a;|4e3x,aad th^ whole of Itc^lj[* . The means by which' 
iJt ^^B propped to accQippiis^ t|)is great and desirabfe 
<>tjwt was, aji.a^njy. of 6Q0,0(X) ^Sj^ctive men, ind^-. 
pPD^qi)t of t}ie ^rc^ to l;»e eo^ployed by Great 3ri* 
t^h), wbp hi^redf efigaged to contribute to tbe commou 
f^l:M ^y. ^ffipjpyipg i^r forces both by sea and ^i^d« 
fff. ^^11 9^ t(y ^HP^is^ipg yes^els fpr thi^ transport of 
^/(^P^^ V^A ^ assist the different powers by mibsi* 
dies Ciprrefiyfionda^g^ with the aimount of their cespec- 
tiy§ forces etfiplpy^d^. 

An a^tenipt lio attain the oloe9ts pf the ayiaiice. bj( 
p^o^i^tj^p^, b^viqg bejeu thqi^ght ^:^p?diept^ a corre^ 
ap9i>dei)pe eninie^, betwe^i^ M. Talleyrand and th^ 
ngipistai^ qi Aus^rija and Rusfsia^ during whi^b) thip 
pr^paifati^^is for offensive wa^i^far^ wer^ unremittipj^l^ 
cpntiTnifd 9a bothi sfdes, ai)d an ^pp^l to arnas 
s^ppf arijDg iaevH^Ie, ^ two flussiap aropiiesi o^ 50,000 
i^eii^ch t^yanceid towards tl^^. Danube, whilst EJUQ/ 
ll^pitffa?, V? wbo^e pl^p^ projnptitud^ was always thi^ 
If^fbding feature, detero^ined to strike % decisive blow 
at the Aqst^i^ianS: before their arrivs^l. Towards th^ 
c^os^ pf Augi|S{t he proceeded to Boulogiie, an 
OT4^re4 tl^e ^Q^illa in ^^ftt harbour to be di^tqiauti 
find tbq troops to n^arclji to\f ar^s ^l^e Rhine ; the bulk 
of bis force in Holland and Hanover was also directed 
|i/Q| proceed by rapii^ i|i{i^c|^e$ ^9 meet the Ai;|9trianf on 
t^4 Iffiiaii^ ^f tN P^nube. H^ then repaired ^ 
jp^rifi^ 9U^ as ^GK>n 9a he received intelligence thaj^ 
tbf Austrian arioy l^d ei^t^^red Bavaria^ he conye^e^ 
th^ senpite, and in ^ spe^c^ from the throi^^ stated 
th%% he w^9 abovt t9 placp hiini;elf a^ the b^jt^. ?f ^}!^ 
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army, in order to afford immediate assistance to his 
sillies, and to defend the dearest interests of his people* 
On this occasion 9 two important decrees were pro- 
posed ; the one for the immediate levy of 80,000 
conscripts, and the other for re-organizing and embo- 
dying the National Gnard. Having crossed the Rhine 
at Kehl, Buonaparte found himself at the head of 
150,000 men, under the command of Marshals Beir- 
nadotte, Davoust, Soult, Ney, and Lannes, and Ge- 
neral Marmont, and by a series of bold and rapict 
movements, he gained a position between YiennaaiifiA 
the Austrian army under General Mack. That army, 
consisting of nearly 90,000 me«, dispersed over a 
wide extent of country, was beaten in detail, and 
reduced to 30,000, wh6> with their commander, were 
blbcked'up in Ulm. On the 17th of October Mack 
agreed to surrender, and on the 20th the whole of the 
Austrian troops in that city laid down their arms b^ 
fore the French emperor, and, with the exception of 
the field officers, who were permitted to return home 
bn their piarole, surrendered themselves prisoners of 
i^ar, with all their artillery and magazines. Bubiia^ 
parte, having sent for the Austrian generals, and kept 
them near his person while the troops defiled, com- 
plained of the injustice and aggression of the Empe- 
ror: •'! desire nothing,'* said he, "on the continent. 
France wants only ships, colonies, and commerce; 
and it is as much your interest as mine ihkt I should 
have them.'V 

This disastrous opening of the campaign blighted 
the slender hopes which the allies had entertained of 
the co-operation of Prussia; - Frederick Williain had 
been provoked to somle show of indignation, by the 
march of French troops through part of the Prussian 
neutral territory of Anspach without asking permis- 
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sioDi and was disposed to resent the insult; bt^ on 
learning the fate of Mack's ariny, he relapsed into 
passive neutrality. Buonaparte, immediately after 
ihe capitulation of Ulm, made the most active exer- 
tions for the further prosecution of the campaign. The 
first division of the Russians, under the command of 
General Kutuspff, had already arrived upon the banks 
of the Inn, and united itself to the Austrians in th^t 
quarter: it was of importance, if possible, to attack 
^tbis force before the arrival of the second divisioi], 
and with this view the French army, having been 
joined by the contingents of Bavaria, Baden,, and 
. Wirtemburg, crossed the Iser at three different points, 
and advanced by rapid marches towards the Inn, 
.which they; also passed in the face of tl^e ^llie^j, whq, 
not being strong enough to resist them, retreated step 
by step on the road to Vienna, to effect, a junction 
with the second Russian division, which was ad vane* 
ing under General BuiiLhovden. In this situation of 
affairs, the Emperor of Austria endeavoured to avert 
the evils with which he was menaced by negociation, 
and Count de Giulay accordingly repaired to the 
head-quarters of the enemy at Lintz, to propose an 
aripistice, in order that negociations might be com- 
menced for a general peace. Buonaparte, assuming 
the tone of a conqueror, . demanded that the Russian 
forces should return home, that the. Hungarian levies 
should l^e disbanded, and that the Austrian troops 
should withdraw from the duchy of Venice and the 
Tyrol. It was evident, that to accede to these terms 
would be to place the imperial crown at his inercy ; 
the emperor therefore resolved still to struggle with 
^his difficulties, and, perceiving the danger which 
threatened his^ capital, retired with his court toBrunn 

in Moravia. 

» . . . . . ■ • • • 
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The Prench occupied Yienna on the 13th of No- 
vember, and found there aii immense quantity df 
Military stores and ammunition, together with a nii- 
meroufs attiHery. On the l4th Stionaparte received 
a deputation of the citizens at th^ itariperial palace 'of 
'Sdhoenbruhn, and told them that '^hey might assutt 
the people of Vienna of his protection. He passed 
through tlie city on the following day to Join the ihain 
arniy in Moravia, Which was advancing with such 
rapiidfity that the Austrian court found it necessary tb 
remove from Brunn to Olmutz. ThelKiissians, who 
had crossed the 'Danube at Kretns, were retiring 
through that fcduntry to unite with the ftirC^^s under 
'the €omiki^rid of the emperor^ and after sdffeting 
iieverely in two 'spirited actions at ^Hblttn^unn "atid 
t3unte«5ddrf,^they retrfeated through Znaim ib Bhmn, 
which they were compelled to evac6ate^oh*tfe fstii, 
leaving farg^' quantities of atntnunition'and ^rbvisibhs : 
iBuonaparte established his^head-qtrarters there on the 
20th, and his main army took up a position at'Withao, 
in face of the Austro-Hussian army piosted on the 
plains of Olmutz. 

The Italian campaign was opened upon the Adige 
on iihe 18th of October. The AufetriJtn afrftny Was 
utrongly posted at Teronetta^ ^'subui*b 6f the city of 
Verona, situated upon the left battk 6f the river ; 
"while the French troops, under Marshal ]!ildsl^ena, 
oc6upi€^d the city upon the opposite bank. TPhe fcdm- 
mnnicatton between Vefona and its subnfb w^s l>y 
means of two bridges, and boUh'paHi^s'liad gUafded 
againiit the passage of them by ' sttbtig ^brk's, raised 
at the opposite extremities; the Archdtike Chaises, 
however, ^n consequence of the retnfol'Cti^eiits'wIlifeh 
he had dispatched for the support of ^Getit'rarMafek, 
found himtrelf so far weakened, that he t^as notin a 



coHdition to «n^rtiaif6^etitiiHre'6[Nill«itt!tmft ; HMrnftklMt 

^AlUsti^ta intreiMJhtti^fmi^; dhd 'the>afdid«^ ^ating^ 
ttbtaikied ii>1brmtil(ion>dl ttite di6«6teEr'ttt'Ulli»/f^ti»Mik 
toMrar^s Vienna./ iThe krchdiik« -^bh», wntenl^ 
j>ressed in the Tyrol, «iddpt«d ftlb ^nle^f «mAiikittiH 
and'aiter eneodbtering tutiny iiiffl«itdt^, tN «4«b Imi- 
tb6H e^eiited Ma jotibtiGta At ^ylMtbh <ki OC»M«ilk. 
Ifassefna, ^w4io liiidi^tsiiic^^^hlely^la'pUi^Mltfe; «B(Jiii 
1>)tsh«d a'eitoimaAicbfidn'Witti ilt6MJ<»(t>s df 9%f «iA 
Maritiont, hvIm, tifter %he redu«ti«)ii^bf tlib TjWtfi* 
approached the IDandbfe to to^j^a1t^th6<iiitti«i body^ 
the Fr^nfch aritfy. 

Itliifshal Bavowt, tea%itig %he pi^Mipy ^piM«f tit* 
f<Veh(6h' araiy at Yii^niia, proC!«6d^ *^b Mi^idKtiiti^ 
tbW^i^ PMsburg, >Wheh %e<VeeeiiV6d >id)(f«kiira»>ft«lft 
tJdutit Pifffy, the g<d^i4Mr, inllMB iffattffe^f "tfae ittcb- 
thike 'VaMtine, pkx>poHiflg' ■ttiaft thfe 'tnttitiliiy^'pltepaph* 
tibn^ in Hnngtfry ^htmkt ttedistodtliniifed, ^ '^Hond iti«itt 
tHst 'the- French general WniMd -giiafantiee 'lHe>Mftft#li<^ 
lity i6f tbAt<khigd«Ftfa. 7n-^is pre^dial'the ctflft^lHd 
^idddd 'a re^y 'Hdj^mesiieiib^; afld die<fmtiiAp«l<W>- 
«btifej^s of the fioMe'6f Altttrla^tftfe fkiis^vadtfoeflfto 
^be'^iiHny of' thte 'ilnilMiJ&e (DhaHe8,>aiid>«oitlte^s«MH 
^6rce of 'Frhice John^ iJi£ht«K6«gt6,>W&ich4NR]lMi<«i 
itself to the first dWilion' of' ^ie'RdMi«ti''at«fy'«iMAM: 
General KiHtnsdfF, Ai^tko, pefrcfiii^idg' fiiye>idifi«biti09<«lf 
liis'sitiaation, ^e6t ^e Baron Ite :WiiWi!ing%Mdet46 
Mttitkt to pii>Opotte tfirms df «a()f taiiitft>h ; "and^a^^Oii^ 
:V«AtiOD' Was tohclodirid, '#Eli<6h' >^idl-dMUt^f|lhe K»fel)i»i 
itttay tb Ydtlre into th«}r bitn tet-ritdVy ; '-lidl 9tm»i^ 

^tHjIt. 'In' tbe 'ttieeen 'tittte, 'eiiti«Ml 1lttt«i«^4MII 
i^red with the vrtttSoirtMsj^tieAtibn' tb Ztidhn, mm^ 
WieVfi^lMbn-^wnder 'Prin«e.'Bagttitittn, 'cbittistki^'W 



418 «|I$TQBY.OpP ENGLAND. [1805. 

QOOO imm, oppoci^ to th^ enemy, by whom he was 
9arroii94€[d with a force, 30,000 strong, when he 
bmyely .resolved to cut his way through tbeiu, and 
arrived « with . comparatively little loss, at the head- 
i^arteoB of Wischau* The French pursued their 
^dvantag^s in every direction : on the 20th of Novem- 
Jbar Biiooaparte arrived at.Brunn, and received^a de- 
ptttatioii ffom the Moravian states, with a bishop at 
their h^adj Ney was already master of Brixen ; and 
^Bemadotte occupied Iglf^u, on the cpufi^s of Bobe«- 
^uj.a. BCtDy prisoners and much baggage fell into 
^eir bai^d^ in the variovis encounters ; an(|, on th,e 
23d, they had pushed their reconnoitring parties to 
the Urates pf I. Olwutz* The combined forces ^t tliat 
ylaije {M(90|int^; tO: nearly 100,000 men, of which the 
B«0SUtm fpr>m0d thegrejit^ p^rt, for tl^ Remnant 
:Qf^t^e jAiniitrifin ari^y, undi^r ]^rince John, did, not 
eiw^ji 2^,000,)fand of these a considerable prqp9r- 
IJMn w^Fe; raw Jeyies,i, harassed; t)y constant exertions, 
difpirited; by defeat, i^ enfeebled by continual pri- 
fvations. The condition of the Russian troops was still 
aiore unfavourable. ^Exhausted, by forced marches, 
<aiid reduced . by huQger and fatigue, dearth, misery, 
and desolatiQQy.: encircled the armies of the coalesced 
isovc^eigsjfii. The provinces to a great distance around 
'theirir weir^ w^ed. Tjtn^ total failure of provisiions and 
forage wf^i alone suffic^ient to prevent them from maipr 
(tainibg the position, before Qlmutz, or to take another 
4^ti<>n furtherjn the rear; and no alternative retnaingd 
ib$it tq. coni|nit the fortunes of the campaign to the last 
diwp^iral^ valour of thei^trpo{Ns. On the arrival of .the 
J^ifiperpr of ftq/sfsif^Jpijhif ps^mp, Buonaparte sent jijs 
IH^^lfiT^mp^ :Gene<^l;Sayary, to compliment t^t 
fiH»«^ ftB4 ;,to propftffljan interview, wbiph .^le de- 
ldin^^$.})lfti in.ve%ui;a dispatqb^ Prince Pobgoruslkj 
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to explain his sentimeots. In the mean tiiite StLVW^, 

who had been indisicreedy suffered to remain' within 

the Russian lines for three successive days;i had lie- 

turned' to the French camp, and< reported that the 

Russian generals, in spite of the de^ilorable^ state; of 

their troops, relied fully on themselves; and thai pre« 

sumption* imprudence, and indiscretioo, reigned hi 

their military councils. Availing hhnself of this iil^ 

tellig^ehce, Buonaparte issued orders for his arniiy to 

retire, as if apprehensive of an engagement with so 

formidable an enemy; and, in order to strengtheii 

this impression, the retreat was made under cover of 

the night. The French army took up a strong posi^ 

tion about ten itttles in the rear of its former statk^n, 

where the troops were throwing up intrenchments, 

and forming batteries, when Prince DobgorucAti made 

his appearance. These dispositions appear to ha^ 

been attended with the desired effect. The head- 

quarters of the Emperors of Russia and Germany were 

removed to Austerlitz, and M. de.Kutusoff, the com*- 

mander-in-chief, having ordered a powerful division 

to march to the left, for the purpose of turning the 

right flaiik of the French army^ a general att^k was 

commenced at day-break on the 2d of December. 

'To accomplish its main object, the left of tbd alUea 

were obliged to take a circoitous route; and Buona"- 

parte^ perceiving that it became more distant* frchu 

the centre as it advanced^ immediately put in motion 

the massive columns which he had hitherto kept tog^ 

ther, and directed them against their main body and 

right wing, leaving their other division to.punme its 

purpose of turning the FVench army in a pontion 

which it had now ceased to occupy. He succeeded in 

completely insulating the centre of the allies, itnd» by 

] possessing himself of the heights of Pratzen, decided 
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.Iha fate oi lliedbgr. Tiie RaMiaQs.neMle many brave 
hmi fruitleoi etbttSf, and 9b Bightfall retrei^bia^ iipon 
BottooTiliE, oovared by ^ Auatriaar cavalry. The 
loi8 oi the MifBi itl.^ki^ed^ woiuidody and pri$oiien^ 
was estimated i^a fourfcb pact of th^ii! fonce^ together 
•witfUheis artiljery and baggagje ; and thii^ tf emendous 
coniiatt. vhidi wa& styled fc^y tbe Frrench^ soldiers^ 
^f 'the- battle o£ the three emperors/' andrby. BiKmar 
|Mifjke^: ^ the battle od Austerlitz^" teiininaied the cam* 
|iaigii andi the. wsur^ The Austrian em|ieror, disinaiyed 
bjr Ins* loss, aoKoited an immediate annirti<^; and oa 
the 4th4 two. days after the en^gement» an int^viev 
•tiaol; place at the SVencb adyaoced posts,, between 
liapQleon and the. Emperor ofi Austria, when a su^ 
pension of arma w^ agreed iipon, the terms of wlueh 
were,:that the French should reaiaia in posaesaion. gf 
all itS/ concHiesta nntil t^ cooclusioo of a de^tive 
"peace, or the ruptoreof negociatioaa; and. that in the 
latter/ case, hostilitiefr should not refBomradnce UBtUrtl|e 
oxptration of: fourteea days. It was forth^ stipii-^ 
latedr that the Rpssian army nhouid oTacnate the Aiia- 
t»h,Vi sttBites withiq a Jiaalted time ; that tiiere should 
be no emtraordiiniMry raising of troops ; and theft u4go^ 
4)iators should meet, withoat delay, to.fofo» a diofinir 
-tivo' tveaty. The Bmnjerov Alexandiar refused to 
4wwaie a party to tbeae oonditu^ns, and on the. 6th 
wi- B^crtnilier caused his army ta wittidraw %qni th^ 
Ati)rtiria» stages. BeCeae the arrival of intelligence 
^M]moui|oing the annistioe, the. Axohdiike Ferdwaodf 
who. commanded a oorpa of Sft,<IOa Anatriana in Bo- 
ftemia, ajtecfcodand defeated, wHh coisidfrable loss, 
'a co<^ of BaTarians, under General Wrede, and w^ 
>rapi€Hy 'adyanoing ii^ the veat' of the Breach ariny. 
:^lai'dst at the Itame period the ArchdulLe Cjjparles 
advanced ftom Ifimgary, within a day> mmroh ^f 
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Vienna/ with a powerfal force ; and, on pummbning 
the city to surrender, was greatly fnortified to fin3 
himself reduced to a state of inaction by the 
suspension of hostilities, and his country prostrate 
at %he foot of a man, who, in the hour of triumph, 
suffered no generous impulse to soften his political 
resolves. 

A definitive treaty, was signed at Presliurg on the 
26th of December, the provisions of which were, that 
the Venetian territory should be united in perpetuity 
to the kingdom of Italy ; that the royal title assumed 
by the Electors of Bavaria and Wirtemburg should 
be acknowledged ; that the niargraviate of Burgau; 
the principality of Eichstadt, part of the territory of 
Passau, the country of the Tyrol, and the lordships 
of Voralberg, should be ceded to the King of Bavaria ; 
that his possessions in Franconia, Suabia, and Bava- 
ria, ^hduld be divided between the Kings of Bavaria 
and Wirtemburg, and the Elector of Baden ; that the 
county of Saltzburg and of B'erchtoldsgaden, belong- 
ing to the Archduke Ferdinand, should be incorpo- 
rated with the Austrian empire, and that the archduke 
8h6uld receive from the King of Bavaria, in compen- 
sation, the territory of Wurtzburg. By this treaty it 
was estimated that the emperor lost in subjects more 
than 2,700,000 souls, arid in revenue 16,000,000 of 
florins, about 1, 600,0002. sterling; bittthediminutioiV 
of power and itifluence which Be sustained^in aban- 
dotiing his possessions on the side* of Italy, and itv 
relinquisbihg tlie line of country tlirough which he\ 
formerly maintained his connection with Switzerland,' 
was a severe stroke upon his political consequence. 

A treaty between France and Prussia was also 
concluded at Vienna, which stipulated th^t Boonia^ 
parte should send no more troops iAto Hanover," and 
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tbat the igirce« of the «Ui^ ^bouU. (i^ witbd^vof and 
lepli^^ hj thane of Pru$»ia, vho» ia exchange f^ 
Hanover, qe4ed An$pacb and Bajfreuth in FraacoaN^ 
Clevea in Westphi^a, and Neiifch^l and Yalengin 
in ^witaierland. 

Whilst Buonaparte way thus wccessful on the oon^p 
tinenty Great Britain was not less triumphant on ber 
natural elenaent. In ^ery quarter her fle^ diove 
|ha enemy beforf; th^iD^ and fully i^otained ber 
iparitime ascfndency^ A» early a« th^ 1 Ith of Jan-* 
fwnff % French sqi^adron^ eonsi^tiag of ai^ sail of th# 
)ine and two frigmte% after having beea blockaded 
for wore than two years in Rochefoft, vi^i;^ured out tq^ 
sea, with the view to unite itself with t|be io<»'e. fof *«• 
nidable force at Brest, and on the< \&U\ the Tooloii 
fleet, compM^og eleven sail of the liqie, and bavii^ 
c^ board 9000 troops,, also pushed out to. s^f^ without 
being perceived by the blockading aqu^gtdron^ under 
Lord Nelson, but after a short cruise, was obliged 
{Lgiaia to put into port through stress of weather. On 
tbe 22d of Feb^cuary, the force which bad escaped 
from Bochefort^ having proceeded to th^ West In- 
dies, made a descent on the inland of Dominica, with 
4OQO nieo, under General Le Grange; hqt Brigad^^r-^ 
generqil Prevost, the governor^ made the most judicious 
dispositions for its defence, and, with th^ witU fsn^ce 
lender his command, resisMd the landing ef the weo^. 
inch by inch. The town of Rosean^ afler withstand^ 
mg a vigorous ciipnonade Crom the enemy's i^ipflfe 
accidentally took fire, aipd was Obliged to c^pitidf^te ji 
th^ British general, however,, made good hia retyeat^ 
to St Rupert's, in which siituation he wa^t^ i^ 1 v^ii^ 
fummoned to surrender ; and the French commander, 
fiilding the conquest so ,mucb more diflicnlit than bo. 
had anticipaledi abaadened the isl^wdt bi:^ not tiU^ he 
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hud' levied «i hMty eorttributiott on the bfalibitatite dt 
Rosea^^ Poi^siilhg this prediitoi'y system of warfeir^^ 
the Fretvch fleet visited the islands of Nevis and St. 
Kkt'd^ both of Wtii^h were also laid utider xrofitribo^ 
ti^il $ belt on the arhval ef Adtoffral Cochrahe hi th«i 
Wetit Tiidies, this tnaMnudtftg^ isiquadron preci^^itately 
i^l^d €&t fVafiee, wbefe it arrived in safety. 

The alarm created ki the ptiblie mind, resp^Hin^ 

the proceedings of (lie Ilochdbrt squadroni had 

fliearcety subsided, wliei^ ititelii^enee was receited 

ftmt the Toidon fleet, tnide^ Admiral YiilieAreirre, Wasf 

HkgAm at wk. On the 30th t>f M^tch, this oAee^ 

ssiil<^ to CiiHihKglfnii, With tbe int^tioti tyf^streilg^thett-^ 

hkg himself by <he Spanish ships of this line rn thdt 

p&rtf but sx6t fiMlrng them in ^ state of sufficient 

rendiness, he t6Mit\ued hfs course nhmol^ted to da^ 

A\z, and being therie joined by one ^ll^r^ttch atid s^x 

tSpankh sat) of the line, he directly st^^red to ihH 

West Indieil, with kn aecumulated fotcib df eigliteett 

MtA of the liw^, e^rying, beSide theif ftill cVim^l*^ 

Aieirt of seamen, ]<),<XK) Veteran tttfop». 

On the approadlif of ViHe^u^e tte Cdcliz; Adriifral 
Sii^ John Orde» who was btd^fcadiiig that port witli 
five shifts of the tine, thought it prudent to retii^e, 
tad soeeeeddd i^ joining (he £nglisb il^eet off BMsKi 
tttidei« Lord ^didner. The Welcdfnfite aictouirt, b6N^^ 
#ver, SOtitaf arrived, that liord Netsoh, Who hatd beett 
eruMHg in th^ Mediterranean, was in pdrsnit of fhci 
dnemy to ^e West iWdies. His IcH'dMp, it is ^tf, 
hl^d only ten ih\p^ of die line to oppos^ the fot^c^ d^ 
ftfe bdsei^S fif^dadrbnsy but his n^me W^satowef^bf 
St^iUfgth^j Sim) sut!h was the activity o^ ftis pM^uif, 
tlMftf OH lh» 15^ ^f Msfy he w^ twenty lea^Uei^ iti 
the eastward of Slad^ii^, and o« the 4th of JuAe M 
tfAlve^ off Bi^badMs, #h^« he iMrfH ttef HtK^^Hia^ 
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billed fleet, under Admiral YiUeaeuye, had reaehc^d 
Martinique on the 14th of May, but that the Dia^ 
mond Rock was the only conquest hitherto achieved 
by his powerful adversary, who, after remaining nearly 
inactive during three weeks, hearing of the presence 
of the dreaded Nelson, set sail. on his return without 
any farther attempt, and was immediately followed 
by his indefatigable opponent, who, having in vain 
sought the fugitives off Cadiz. and Cape St. Vincent, 
in the Bay of Biscay, and on the. coast of Ireland, 
returned to England, aftec dispatching nine ships of 
the line to reinforce Lord Gardner off Brest. Hopes 
were yet entertained that Yilleneuve would he, inter- 
cepted by Sir Robert Calder, or Admiral CoUingr 
wood, before he could reach any friendly port, and 
oil the 22d of July, his fleet,. which now amounted to 
HO sail of the line, three 50 gun ships, and five fri- 
gates, fell in with Sir Robert Calder, who had only 
15 sail of the line and two frigates, six leagues. west 
of Cape Finisterre, and, after an engagement of four 
hours, two ships of the line, the St. Raphael, of 84 
guns, and £1 Firroe, ^of 74, were taken from ^the 
enemy, when Sir Robert, from the foggy state of the 
weather, judged it expedient to pat a .stQp to th^ 
action, ii) order, that, his squadron .might coyer .htp 
captures, TJl^e. nijht, was spent by bqtb fleets ip %\\^ 
i^ecessary repairs, and on the foUowing m^rnjng^thi^ 
enemy seemed diapp$ed to ri&new the action, bu4 he 
never approaphed nearer the Bri(ish lines than jfoqr 
leagues; and, on ^le ^4th, he bori^ ^w^y to the .soqth*- 
estst, under easy. sail. In Engl^^n^, th^ qonduct^^ 
Sir Robert Calder becaihe the subject of ;S0, much 
disapprob.ation, that be demanded a .coyrfc-tnarlial,^ 
by which , he was sentenced : to }fe pevfirgly .,r:epri.- 
manded, pot for fear or c^wardiiPl^y but for an errpif 



in jndgmentf in not. havings done his iitniost ^tb'take 
4>r d«s[troy every ship of the enemy,. which Jt was hin 
duty, to engage. This. officer's fate was considered 
by the better informed as somewhat hard ; and it isia 
singnlar proof of the high confidence then ^existing in 
the, naval snperiority of the ; country, that an officer 
shovild me<et : reproof, who,\with 15 sail, olrtaineda 
partial victory over more. tbsm 20. 
. The combined fleets having at Ferrol aogmentad 
their forces to 27 sail of the line, proceeded to Cadiz} 
%nd scarcely had Lord fiilelson arrived in London, after 
his long and persevering cruise, when be was. offered 
the. comniand of ; an, armament sufficient: to cope viith 
the united^aval'foiree of France and.her. allies, which 
he willingly , accepted, and, iioisting his .flag, on boand 
the Victory, arrived off Cadiz on the 29th of Sep^ 
tember. To induce the enemy to quit the port and to 
come out to -sea, he stationed his main:fovce.iieiur'Cape 
$t. Mjsry, .and estiiblishad . a linerof frigates^to com^ 
municate their movements. On the ;1 9th of October, 
being: applied that a reinforcement of seven sail of the 
line^wouldshortly join him from England, his lordship 
die»patqhed Admiral Louis with six sail to Tetuati for 
stores and .water. ' Informed of this event, ;and/ sup- 
posing the English to be much reduced ia strerfgtb, 
.^fi^ral Yilleueuve avaiiled himself of the faivourable 
juneture to obey the positive coJnnYwds wt^kh had 
tieeu .issued <by bis goverainent : on thernextday the 
fleet under his command got imder w^igh, and at 
. day-break on the 21st, was distinctly seen from the 
Yictoryls df ck, formed in a dose >line of battle off 
Cape Trafajgai'y about twelve mites to leeward of the 
British fleet; and standing to the south. Our fleet, 
which had reaceived the expected reinforcement, con- 
sisted of 27 sail i$t thejige, and 4 frigates; theirs of 
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9$m\l of the line and 7 frigales^ufd their iiapa*iority 
WAS greater ni mze and weight of metal than in n«im>* 
berti. Admiral Villeneuve waa a skilful seaaian^ and 
his plan of defence was as w«U conceived^ and as 
original^ as the plan of aMaek. The Spantanh wei^ 
coouaanded by Admiral Oraviaa; and 4000 troopA 
were eadmsked on board fie fieet^ under the com*' 
mand of ^neral Contanin, ameng whem wer^ seve» 
fal of the oMst d^iiful sbarp-ahooters iimt <soii\d be 
•dected, and many Tyrolene riHemen. The British 
fleet boft op in two eolomna as they formed id the 
order of sailing, a mode of attack ^hich Loi^ Nelson 
bad prt^rioosly direetedr to aroid the inoonv^nteifee 
siid delay in fiHrming a lint of batlte in thfe ums) man-« 
mar* The eneasy formed with gfreai doseness and 
eanrectnesi j and as the mode of attack was nudsuali 
m$ the istrf ebore m6 tilkenr ivae waa ne^ ; it formed a 
cresbeat «oDfexiiig to leeward, m that in leading 
down to tkesr centre. Lord OofKngwoed had both 
thteir van aad rear abaft the beam. Admiral Tilli^^ 
oeate was in the Bncefttaare in tfie centre^ istnd th€ 
Priacaof Asbsrias bom Gravina'^ flag ifi the tear j 
bat the Freacb and Spaniah iiArips were iii^ed^ ^Hth» 
oqt any apparent negand to order of natidMl acfaadTM. 
Aa Ae mode of oor attack had bcien previocn^^ d«CeN 
aainedony smd conlmunicatod to the :ftag offi^lM aiiid 
^aptajbs^ few ai^nala were necessary, anddone tri^tf 
made, exeept to direct eteae evder e9 -ihe Kms bon» 
down. J^ canuiiandef-in-^fhief, whoi beadM ffhdi 
weather cofcnnn, wae to* attack the hostile tine neat* 
ijhtt centre, while Admiral; Oollingwood^ ^hijt een«- 
docikl the leewafdl column, \#aa to break it if pos^ 
aible at a considerable distiuice fr^m tfbe eitreme rMti 
and tbtis, it waa<hopedv theiriofbry wootd lb decide 
eve the van cosAd be' bronght la kacoour the aMfM 



ipreaik commander on going into action WM '^ S^glf^nd 
^upe^ts ev&ry man to do hb di«ty/* and nobly ind^ 
waa ijfc porforaif d on this glomus day, for the ^ttlo 
of Trafalgar is withont a parallel in the anoiala of 
Britiish victory. 

Tbe conflict began aboat noon, whj^ 4diiiral 
Collingwood» in the Royal Sovereign^ gitUantly eat 
tibroagh the enemy'a line about the twel^ sihip fcon^ 
his rear, leaying his van oooqcupied ; the sacceedWig 
ships broke through in all parts a-stern of their-lea^ 
diers^ ai¥^ engaged. tbeip antagenii^tf at the mmzlel of 
their gwa». liord Ne|so», on board the Victory, di^ 
fected hi/s attack on the enemy's line between tbo 
tenth and eleventh ships in the van; but finding ii 
90 close that there was not room to paasi, he ordered 
his ship to be run on board the Redontable, opposed 
t<>him ; bis second, the Teimecaire, engaged the next 
ship in the enemy's Gne, and the others singled out 
lAieir adversaries acoording to the order of battle^ 
Dating nearly four honra the conflict wastvememibus^ 
particularly in that part of the Hm where the comr 
wander^p in -chief bad commenced the onset. Ther 
guasof his ship repeiyMly s^ fire to the Redoatable*, 
a«d the British seamen, apprehensive that both ahip^ 
might be invoked in destruction, were employed at: 
intervals during the heat of the fight in tbrowiing: 
buckets of water on the spreading flames. About 
three in the afternoon, the JSpameh admital, witJh ten^i 
sail of the Une, joining the frigates, to leewa^dt bom 
a«ay foe Cadiz, and, ten naiatttea afi^rwafds^ lifVe o^ 
the headmost ships, of the enemy's vaui. undev Admi-^ 
i;^l Dumanoir, tacked, and stood to^wwdwardof 1^ 
British litie ; the stern moat waajtakeov but the othorar 
eeimped. The heroic eeMetiatta of the British were- 
rewerded by the caiplnro o£ ISahipirof the line,, with^ 
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the cotAmander-in*|:hief, ViUeneuTe, and -two Spaaish 
admirals; but a gale of wind coining on from the 
sonth-west after the action, ' only four of the prizes 
could be saved, which were -carried into Gibraltar. 
The Achille, > a French 74, after her surrender, took 
fire and blew up ; but 200 of her men were tsaved by 
the tenders. Admiral Vitleneove was sent to Eng- 
land, and afterwards permitted to return to France, 
where, as was stated by the French government, he 
destroyed himself, dreading the consequences of a 
court-martial. 

In such a battle the loss on both sides must 
be severe,* that of the victors amounted to 1500 men 
killed and wounded ; but the deep regret which the 
effusion of so much brave blood cannot fail to excite, 
was^bsorbed in the' greater sorrow caused by the fall 
of the commander^in^-phief, who was mortally wound- 
ed by a musket-shot from the ship with which he was 
closely engaged. He survived the battle about two 
hours; and the pain of his last moments was soothed 
by the glad tidings that the hostile flags were striking 
around him, when, after breathing his thanks to hea- 
ven for being enabled once more to do his duty to his 
country, he expired without a groan. Such was the 
end of this great man^ whose career had been emi- 
nently, brilliant, add whose fate was glorious and 
triumphant. Before the battle began, he entertained 
a presentiment that this would be the last day of his 
life, and seemied to look for death with almost as sure 
an expectation as for victory ; but although this 
gloomy foreboding occupied his mind, and though he 
had move than' once observed that the ekiemy would * 
endeavour to mark, him out as one of their victim's, 
yet his lordi^ip, on the morning of the 21st, put on 
the stars of the different orders with which he bad * 
been invested. ^ His secretary and xhaplain, appre-f 
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h^n^ive ^hat these imsfigpia, might expose his parsoa to 
ynpecess^ry danger, endeavouredg^Ut inyaiiiitp prevail 
upon him to take them off : to all their entres^ties be 
replied — ^' fn hpoour I gaioMe^ them, aod iu bqpovir I 
will die with theai*" 

Th0 survivors wer^ gri^tified virith tlie (hanks pf 
both Houses of Pvliament J gold medals wfirp award- 
9fl to those- who bad partiqularly distinguishied thpm- 
selves on thi^ memorable day ; and, in addi^n to the 
honours aiid rew<ifd$ showered down upon the family 
of the fallen hero, the dignity of Bafptn with, an an- 
nuity of 2000/. a»year, to himself and his twp nexjt 
beifs, was conferred upon Vice-admiral Collingwop4« 

The foqr French ships under Rear-admira) Duma* 
npir, which escaped to the southward towards the 
cjLose pf the ^tion off Trafalgar, after a short respite 
ij^haned the fate of their companions. On the. night <of 
the 24 of November, R^ar-admiral Sir Richa^4 
Stffichan, cruising off Ferrol, with four ships of th^ 
line an4 three frigate^, fell in with what he though! 
the Bochefort squiadron, but th^y proved to be the 
fugitives from the combined fleet, to which he immpr 
dij^ely gave chase. A little before nooii on thf) 4tb» 
iPmnanoir, finding a^ engagement uniSrVoidable, caA3^ 
to close action^ and, after a well supported :,cdnt^tf 
continued for nearly three hours and a bajft all tM 
faur sfaipis struck to the English, but not ti)lijthey had 
become quite unmanageable. Thus . was the nav^l 
power of France and her ally reduced to insignir 
ficance ; the phantoms of ** ships,, colonies^ and comr 
merce," which had floated before the imagination of 
Buonaparte, were chased froxh the regions of praba- 
bility ; and Britaifii was confirmed in her paramount 
dominion of the seas. 

In India a new war was occasioned by the intrigues 
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and aggressions of JeswUnt Rao Holkar, the Mah- 
ratta chief, who had usurped the dominions of his 
brother, and renounced his allegiance to the Peish wa. 
After a fruitless negociation, th0 troops in the Deccati, 
under General Wellesley, advanced against him and 
reduced the fortress of Chandore, while the comman- 
^r-in-chief, Lord Lake, by a ^ries of skilful and 
rapid movements, compelled him to risk encounters 
which ultimately led to his discomfiture. On the 
18th of November, 1804, a large force of his infantry, 
occupying a strong position near Deeg, supported by 
a body of irregular cavalry, and by 160 pieces of 
ordnance, was totally routed by General Fraser, who 
fell in the moment of victory. On the 17th, Lord 
Lake surprised and defeated his cavalry near Fe- 
ruckabad, Holkar himself escaping with great diffi- 
culty from the field ; and this splendid success would 
have decided theeontest, had not the unexpected de- 
fection of the Rajah of Bhurtpore enabled the fugitive 
to repair his desperate fortunes. Early in 1805 Lord 
Lake m^de several attacks on the town of Bhurtpore, 
in all of which he was repulsed with considerable loss; 
but at length, an important advantage having been 
gpained by General Sojith, and a new attack on Bhurt- 
pore b^ing in preparation, the Bajnh made proposals 
for peace, which was granted to him, and subsequently 
to Holkar, on terms favourable to the company. In 
July Lord Cornwallis arrived at Madras as successor 
to the Marquis Wellesley, but in such a reduced state 
of hea:lth that he died in the October following. 



ESND OV VOIi. III. 

— Tt 



J, Rotntu and Co* AUfUm Prtn, London. 



1 



r.' 



'■ 



DEC 6 - 1933 




